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Concert Stars Spurn Tours Abroad 


For U. Canada 


Platform Bookings 








Philadelphia, June 13. 

Due to a combination of circum- 
stances, the U. S. has largely sup- 
planted Europe as a summer concert 
field. In previous years most of the 
concert stars toured the European 
musical centers during the hot 
months, but with the rapid expan- 
sion of outdoor concert seasons in 
America, the top singers and instru- 
mentalists now summer in _ this 
country. 

There are at least 11 spots in the 


U.S. and Canada that have major | 


summer concert seasons and it is 
possible for artists to be booked on a 
continuous circuit across the coun- 
try, beginning in the east in June 
and winding up on the Coast during 
August. 

But the growth of the American 
summer concert business is only one 
of a number of factors in the situa- 
tion. Others are the unsettled inter- 
national situation, with the threat of 
a general European war, racial per- 
secution in the Fascist strongholds, 
the difficulty of getting coin out of 
certain countries, plus various added 
disadvantages and _ inconveniences. 
Other contributing factors are the 
higher fees obtainable in this coun- 
try, the boxoffice hypo given by the 
artist’s radio or picture activity and 
the language convenience. One of 
the most important features is that 
an artist touring in the U. S. can 
work in radio, film or theatre dates, 
whereas all such extra performance 
is impossible in Europe. 

Although summer concert fees in 


(Continued on page 27) 


PLAYS FOR ROYALTY IN 
PIECEMEAL WARDROBE 


Meyer Davis had an emergency 
wardrobe problem at the World’s 
Fair reception to visiting British 
royalty Saturday (10) afternoon, 
when his valet couldn’t get by the 
heavy police cordon with a change 
of clothes. Davis arrived in sports 
getup, expecting to change in the 
Federal Hall. By juggling around 
his musicians he borrowed, piece by 
piece, proper afternoon cutaway, 
shirt, shoes, etc., from among his 15 
men, and did his stuff. 

He played ‘Beautiful Lady,’ ‘Get a 








Your Eyes’ and ‘I'll See You Again,’ 
the latter two the Queen’s particular 
favorites. It was a brief musicale, 
chiefly a salon combo during the 
cocktails and reception. No dance 
music. 


Couldn’t Stay Away 


Hollywood, June 13. 

After 30 years away from grease 
paint, Henry P. Dixon, one-time bur- 
lesque producer, is playing a bit in 
‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,’ at 
Columbia. 

His last acting was in vaudeville 
with Lou Anger. 














— 


Versatile Alice Marble 





Alice Marble, among America’s 
topnotch tennis players and now 
in England to participate in the 
Wimbledon matches, completed 
a novel prior to her departure 
and plans two more books upon 
her return. 

Last winter she did a nitery 
singing stint at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y. 


Army, Navy, Air 
Biz OK’s Census 
Of Sets in Use 


Washington, June 13. 
Special, unprecedentedly compre- 
hensive check on the number and 


location of radio receivers, was 
urged on the Census Bureau last 
week by Federal authorities and in- 
dustry people wanting positive data 











to replace the present admittedly- 
The Com-| 


incomplete estimates. 
merce Department canvassers were 
urged to include questions about 
listening in their regular decennial 
nose-count r-xt year. 


Great value of reliable figures on 
the maximum potential audience 
was stressed by Acting FCC Chair- 
man Fred Thompson, spokesmen for 
the Army and Navy, and the NAB. 
No definite decision reached, al- 
though the Census officials pre- 
viously have been unfriendly to the 
suggestion, fearing to complicate 


(Continued on page 23) 


S. WON'T EASE 


+> 


DIVORCEMENT OF 
FLSE, SINS 0.6. 


Adoption or Rejection of 
Fair Trade Pact at Min- 
neapolis Will Not Alter 
Thurman Arnold’s Pro- 
gram to Sue Additional 
Theatre Chains on Re- 
straint Charges 


POLICIES REAFFIRMED 











By JOHN C. FLINN 


Washington, June 13. 

Settlement by consent decree, be- 
fore trial, of the pending civil anti- 
trust suit brought by the Govern- 
ment against eight major film com- 
panies in the Federal district court 
of New York, is definitely outside 
present policies and plans of the De- 
partment of Justice. 


From sources ciose to the present 
administration of the anti-monopoly 
division, it is learned that acceptance 
by the film trade of the code of fair 
practices, and the supplementary 
plan of industry self-regulation and 
arbitration of disputes, will have no 
bearing on present prosecution. It 
is further stated that the antitrust 
division, under the direction of Thur- 
man Arnold, has no intention of 
halting plans to file additional civil 
suits, similar to the action started 
in Oklahoma, against large indepen- 
dent chains, unaffiliated with major 
producers. 

On the contrary, it is anticipated 
that there will be at least four ad- 
ditional territorial suits commenced 
by the Government, ir as many dif- 
ferent sections of the country, with- 
in the next two months, the com- 
plaints of which will contain sub- 
stantially the same charges as spe- 
cified in the Oklahoma suit which is 





(Continued on page 4) 


UP ON PIK 








Clubby Wives 


Philadelphia, June 13. 


Ross Wyse, Jr., currently at the 
Carman theatre here, never al- 
lows business and marriage to 
mix. He recently wed for the 
fourth time, but spouse No. 3, 
June Mann, is still the partner in 
his act. 


No. 4, Janice Williams, terper, 
is teaching the ex to tap dance. 


Golden Jubilee’ 
On Pic Biz Now 














Possibility of a Golden Jubilee 
celebration or any extended ex- 


hibitor-distributor goodwill campaign 
this year was rated slim this week. 
No particular reason given for this 
veering away from any ‘greater pic- 
ture year’ campaign, like the one 
held last fall, excepting that no in- 
terest is being shown in the idea. 


viewed as contributing to this lack 
of enthusiasm. The fact that the 
film industry has so many irons in 
the fire on both the legislative and 
judicial front also is blamed for 





dwindling interest in any idea for a 
sweeping ballyhoo, 

The small possibility that such 
‘greatest film year’ drive might be 
revived again this fall is further en- 
dangered by the possibility that the 
Neely bill might pass. 





Legit Premieres May Be Televized 
Next Season On B’way In CBS Tieup 


A departure in first nights may 





Seldes, who formerly reviewed the 


whether telecast the opening night 
or thereafter. 


Looks to Be Cold 





However, in some circles the re- | . 
action to the campaign of 1938 was there has never really gotten into 





Now the Fair's Beefing About Biz,-.°* 
As Bway Reverses and B.0. Ups a Bit 


Broadway has complained bitterly 


since the N. Y. World’s Fair began 


but now concessionaires on the big 
lot are declaring that business is 
not nearly up to expectations. Some 
concessions are known to be in heav- 
ily in the red on operation and not 
certain of continuing. Whereas show 
business is aware of the Fair’s draw 
as a whole, the amusement area now 
figures that the exhibit area is too 
much opposition, with its industrial 
offerings mostly cuffo. 

Improvement on Broadway for 
some legit attractions may presage 
the delayed betterment. Film biz 
and cafes also up a bit. In some quar- 


ters that is interpreted to mean that ,' 


a majority of New Yorkers have had | 
their fill of the Fair and are revert- 
ing to amusements closer to home. 
But the number of out-of-towners is 
still away under expectations, which 
is why the Fair concessionaires are 
really worrying. 

Weather continues to favor the 
Fair. At the same time, however, all 
out-of-doors is getting the best break 
such spots ever had and there are 


| plenty of people who cannot stand the 


tap of the Fair. The major amusement 
parks in the metropolitan district are 
running considerably ahead of for- 
mer early summers. That includes 
Coney Isiand, which appears to have 
no squawks through any eclipse by 
the Fair. Only weakness is reported 
from Atlantic .City which is con 
paratively distant but the season 


(Continued on page 55) 





CAPRA-RISKIN’S. OWN 


UNIT; GIANNINI B. R. 


Hollywood, June 13, 
There is talk in informed quarters 





| that Frank Capra and Robert Riskin 


will join forces to produce independ- 
ently with offers of financial backing 
from A. H. Giannini. It is generally 
understood that Capra is terminating 
his Columbia Pictures Association as 
soon as he completes editing of ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington.’ 


Report is Riskin will resign as 
production assistant to Samuel Gold- 
wyn on July 1, with Edwin Knopf 
being groomed for Riskin’s post. 


ii. 





RN MT 
. as BILD FOE 


aa 


: ‘take place at Broadway premieres | drama, made some surprising com- 
Kiek Out of You,’ ‘Smoke Gets in| °F y P 





, : ments. Particularly interesting to 
nen are — ———2 — | the managers was his statement that 
sidering telecasting debuts. The idea 'business in the legit theatres have 


has been proposed to them by the | been benefited in London by tele- | 


Columbia Broadcasting System as an | casting of shows. 
important adjunct in publicizing! ances have been 
shows. 
ular television broadcasts in about saiq) and those cat.ning the pro- 
three weeks, aims to have legit per-| gram have aided legit attendance by 
formances as an important feature | word of mouth. 
of the programs if showmen are ‘No Deterrent’ 
agreeable. He also said that telecasting of 
At an informal luncheon last week | plays could not be a deterrent over 
Gilbert Seldes, in charge of visio for here for years to come, if at all. Cur- 
CBS, outlined the plan to managers rently there are 900 television sets 
and answered questions from the! in New York, he said, with the num- 
showmen pro and con. Having re-/| ber in a year expected to be around 


Entire perform- 
televized, but 


CBS, which is to start reg- | there’s only limited visio there, he | 





cently returned from London, where; 5,000. Even then, in his opinion, | 
he surveyed television activities,’ theatre-going would be encouraged, | 


Under the new setup Capra will 
direct and Riskin do the writing, 
both sharing production billing. 


Since television is costly, with | 
none of it being profitable in the 
U. S., it’s assumed that if shows are 
telecast there would be no fee for | 
the rights, managements rating the | ° 
broadcasts as promotional. Before | Literary Stamps Next? 
such visio comes, however, the mat- | 
ter of extra pay to players must be | 
adjusted. When any part of a show Columbia University Press is in- 
is sent out by radio, players are paid @Usurating a campaign for a series of 
an extra eighth of a week’s salary, | Postage stamps to honor America’s 
under Equity rules, whether the ™en and women of letters. 
broadcast is made from the stage or Asking book cricks and other 
in the studio, | literary commentators, booksellers, 

Equity claims jurisdiction over tele- librarians and all others in and 
vision but has considered no rules about the literary profesh to poll all 
covering visio broadcasts, such as | interested in five choices of Ameri- 
proposed by CBS, Other unions may | can authors to go on the proposed 

(Continued on page 13) series of commemoratives, 
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MOST FAR-REACHING FILM REFORM BILL 


= 





YET; REP BOREN TAKES IN EVERYTHING 





Out-Neelys Neely, and Embraces Almost All the 
Anti-Trust Suit’s Angles — Proposed Measure 


Covers 3 Years’ Research 
e 








Washington, June 13. 


Most far-reaching film reform bill 
ever proposed is being whipped into | 
form for introduction in Congress, 
with thought of heading off the Neely 
bill and eliminating the gamble in- 
volved in the Federal anti-trust cru- 
sade. Measure is the product of 
three-years of discussion and thought 
on the part of Representative Lyle H. | 
Boren of Oklahoma, who would pro- 
pose more important changes in’ in- | 
dustry structure and habits than the 
succession of censorship and anti- 
block booking schemes. 

Shunning both the independent ex- 
hibitors and the majors, Boren short- 
ly will drop in the feed-box of the 
legislative mill a proposed law which 
would ban by statute all of the ac- 
tivities complained of by the Justice 
Devartment in the New York suit. 
Warning statement said his aim is to} 
protect ‘consumers’, who are shown 
scant consideration by either faction. | 


As presently planned, the bill will 
ban block booking and blind selling, 
more or less in accord with the) 
Neely formula but also would com- | 
pel severance of all ties between pro- 


More White Horses? 


Holiywood, June 13. 
Samuel Goldwyn adopted a 
policy of free sun and water 
baths for his employees and un- 
expectedly ran into a new form 
of the boy and girl problem. 
When the swimming pool and 
sun deck atop his projection 
room, formerly reserved for top 
execs, was thrown open to all 
the workers, the week was di- 
vided into four days for the 
males and two for the femmes. 
Now the gals are burned (and 
not sunburned) about the dis- 
crimination in favor of the hard- 
er gender. 


Carl Laemmle, Jr., West 
With Plans Indefinite; 
Has ‘Tex Guinan’ Story 











After a month east, Carl Laemmle, 
Jr., and his companion, Red Hirshon, 
ducer-distributor and exhibitor | have returned to the Coast. The 

















Leland Hayward. 
Louis Hyman. 
Howard Lang. 

W. B. Lewis. 
Frank Morgan. 
Aileen Pringle. 
Andrew Stone. 
Laurence T'bbett. 
Richard Whorf. 





“arl Laemmle, Jr, 
Lou Lusty. 

Jimmy McHugh, Jr. 
Kenneth Thormseon,. 
Herman Wobber 
Darryl! F. Zanuck. 





control many more. By divvying 
product, joint operation, allocation 


NRA negotiated. Law-maker claims | ness, he says he won’t work out any 
Vertical Structure of Biz . 

present bonds and of preventing any | 
time to alter its setup, with divest-| of Notre Dame’ and ‘Vigil in the 
iated. National chains are often eco- | Hardwicke in the leads. Studio is 
situation, the consumer lacks the | 
consumer would be best served “4 Hollywood, June 13. 
following the path marked by the| Writing staff is reduced to 56, with 
the blind selling features, with a_ 

Robert Brewster. 
lem, stipulating the right of exhibi- 

m ¥, ob. A. 
Substitute for Neely 

Red Hirshon 
interest by members, of getting his | 

of business in zones, anc concerted 
thus seeking to expedite action in| and the public are entitled—have 


branches; may limit the size of even last couple of weeks Laemmle was 
independently-owned circuits, and | bedded with a bad cold. 
would give statutory endorsement to! while the film producer has a 
trade practice agreements such as the | ~exas Guinan screen script in readi- 
he has been promised important sup- | unit production deals until a more 
port, not only by colleagues at the| propitious setup presents itself in the 
Capital but by government officials | fal]. He was last with Metro for a 
who have been contacted for sugges- | spell, following sale of the Universal 
tions and criticism. | company. 
| 
The chief object of the measure is | 
to break up vertical structure of the | 
business. Boren says he is searching | 
for a workable method of cutting 
THREE $1,000,000 FILMS 
exhibitor interests from creating | 
chains so large they are difficult to | Hollywood, June 13. 
control. Wants to avoid severe in- | RKO rolls three $1,000,000 produc- 
convenience, however, and would tions during the first week in July— 
suggest the industry have adequate | ‘Aijleghany Frontier, ‘The Hunchback 
ment occurring gradually over a per-' Night.’ 
iod of time. | Schedule on ‘Alleghany’ calls for 
In outlining his desires, the Okla- five weeks of shooting on location 
homa Democrat put a curse on all|in Sherwood Forest, with John 
big circuits, whether indie or affil- | Wayne, Claire Trevor and Sir Cedric 
nomically strong enough to adopt ail | looking for a name player opposite 
the vicious and undesirable practices | Carole Lombard in ‘Vigil’ and one 
now charged against the integrated | to carry the title role in ‘Hunch- 
enterprises. | back.’ 
“Whenever the chain dominates a_ 
protective force of competition and | Warners Cleaves Actors 
has no choice if he wishes to ses . 
pictures of timely interest, but to - 
patronize the chain theatre,’ Boren To 94; Scriveners to 36 
commented. ‘The interest of the. 
insuring local competition in the ex- Warners whittled its player con- 
hibition of films. This end can best | tract list to 54. Erased from the 
be achieved by a limitation on the latest roster are Johnny Davis, Fred 
size of chains.” | Tozere, Larry Williams and Dead 
On distribution issues, Boren is End Kids. 
Neelyites but inclined to go farther. | Norman Burnstine, Frank Donoghue, 
Besides making it illegal to sell in Fritz Falkenstein, Ring Lardner, Jr., 
blocks, he is working with the Rowland Leigh, Al Martin, Don 
thought of prohibiting quantity rent- Ryan and Lou Sarecky dropped. 
als. Changes would be made in 
view to meeting the reasonable com- i m& ta Be Y. 
plaints of distributors. Price con- pov arin. 
trol would be attempted. The legis- | John Heal. 
lation probably will have a direct pJ0e, "fatty. 
reference to the cancellation prob- 
canbe 
tors to turn down booked films! Cary Grant... 
under set conditions. Mass buying | Fr’nk Harmon, 
would be outlawed, as a supplemen- | a 
tal move to break up big exhibitor 
combines. 
Irving Berlin, 
Sally Eilers, 
The Oklahoman, who has created  !arold B. Frankiin, 
a sort of personal brain trust in the | }\ V2 ,Goets. 
Government service and is getting | ‘ 
advice from that source, said he is | /"*™e ‘uh. 
optimistic, following expressions of | 
scheme considered by the House In- 
terstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee and. that if the Neely bill | action, they discourage competition. 
ever reaches the House floor he will | Trade practice proposals—falling far 
offer his proposal as a substitute,| short of the relief to which indies 
the Senate. been advanced in an effort to head 
Many specific complaints were | off the Government, he charged. 
listed. Boren noted that five majors | Le“islation is the only way, in his 
own 13% of all houses and through | view, to straighten out the entire 
agreement with ‘independent’ exhibs ' situation. 


———_—— = -_——_— 
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Ex-Honorary Cops, 
H’wood Biggies Nix 


Police Show Nick 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Those honorary cop badges, once 
pinned to the suspenders of Holly- 
wood biggies, will be missing from 


the annual L.A. Police Show, July | 


Neely Bill Showdown This Week: 
Lengthy Report from Opposition 


21, and so will their annual contri- 
butions. 

Until Mayor Bowron revoked 
them, there were more than 5,000 
curtesy cops, ranging from ordinary 


patrolmen to deputy chiefs, accord- 


ing to their importance in the film 
business. In return for leniency on 


ithe part of traffic police, the badge 


wearers were stung with tickets to 
the annual show. A director, with 
a captain’s insignia, was nicked for 


| 25, and a producer, with a deputy 


chief’s rating, had to buy a hatful. 
The money was collected by motor- 
cycle cops, every one trained to get 
his man. 

Last year’s show at the Coliseum 
drew $70,000, a large part of which 
was contributed by Hollywood bad- 


gers. This year the film colonists 
who were kicked out refused to 
kick in. 





NORTHWEST'S FARM 


INCOME OUTLOOK OK 





Minneapolis, June 13. 

Film industry here is finding some 
encouragement over the outlook in 
the fact that Northwest cash farm 
income, while less than a year ago, 
has been rolling in at the rate of 
$2,266,664, or a total of $271,997,000, 
for four months ending April 30, 
1939, according to the report of the 
bureau of agricultusal economics in 
Washington. 


Figures cover the states of Min- 
nesota, North and South Dakota, 
Montana and Wisconsin. 


The AAA benefits were $35,330,000 
—$1,766,000 more than a year ago. 
Crop-livestock sales of products 
actually raised on northwest farms 
totaled $236,667,000 cash, which is 
$4,943,000 less than in the same 1938 
period. 





SAILINGS 


July 5 (New York to London) Vic- 
tor Payne-Jennings (Queen Mary). 

June 16 (New York to Buenos 
Aires) Mel Shauer, Bill Gordon (Ar- 
gentina). 

June 14 (New York to London) 
Ethel Peffer (Washington). 


June 14 (New York to Paris) Cary 
Grant, Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Speck, 


William Saroyan, Rex Ingram, 
Charles MacDonald, Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Hornblow (Myrna _ Loy), 


Margot Grahame, Josef Von Stern- 
berg, Erich Maria Remarque, Bruno 
Lessing, Mrs. Howard Dietz (Nor- 
mandie). 


June 13 (New York to Paris) Mrs. 
Lily Pons (Champlain). 

June 7 (London to New York) De- 
veen (Washington). 





ARRIVALS 


John Byram, Gilbert Miller, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Hanbury, Mr. and 
Mrs. Truman H. Talley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Leon Britton, Lanelle Lane, Leslie 
Levante. 


Doping Neely Bill's Passage 


Picture industry heard this week that passage of the Neely bill in 
the U. S. Senate loomed as extremely likely. Anti-block booking 
measure came out of the Senate committee by an overwhelming vote 


but the minority report indicated that it might be actively debated on 


wave, 


before. 


signed by the President. 


the Senate floor before vote is called. 

Major officials are hopeful that the bill, if it progresses as far as the 
House, will be sidetracked by the press of other business. 
adjourn Congress received impetus last week with the extreme heat 


Rush to 


However, more general knowledge of industry problems and what is 
going on in the picture business has been absorbed by legislators in 
Washington this time during consideration of the Neely bill than ever 
Whether this will ultimately force a vote on the measure in 
this Congressional session still remains a moot question. 

Should the Neely bill pass in the present session of Congress, the 
film law would become effective one year from the date it is actually 











H’wood Scouts Little 
Theatres Rather Than 
Campuses This Season 





Hollywood, June 13. 

Higher education takes a nosedive 
this year in the quest of recruits for 
the film industry. After 15 years of 
widespread gandering among the na- 
tion’s colleges, the major studios 
have called their scouts off the aca- 
demic trail and turned them loose 
on the little theatres. 

Less than a dozen colleges are be- 
ing scouted this season, and those 
only for a few weeks. Cause of the 
switch is the scarcity of talent in the 
ivy-clad institutions and the more 
promising field in the small theatres. 
Chief single contributor this year is 
the Pasadena Community Playhouse, 
which has graduated a dozen young- 
sters into the filmeries. Outstanding 
is William Holden, currently play- 
ing the male lead in ‘Golden Boy’ 
at Columbia. 


LANUCK, GOETZ BACK; 
MET SCHENCK IN N. Y. 


Darryl F. Zanuck and William 
Goetz, 20th-Fox production execu- 
tives, are en route back to the Coast 
from New York. Producers arrived 
east Saturday (10) for a series of 
conferences with Joseph M. Schenck. 

Zanuck left Monday (12) to con- 
fer on release schedules with Her- 
man Wobber, distribution head, who 
will join him at the studio later this 
week. 


‘Can’t Happen,’ Won't 
At Metro, Too Touchy 


Hollywood, June 13. 

‘It Can’t Happen Here’ is not go- 
ing to happen at Meiro. Studio 
tossed the controversial Sinclair 
Lewis novel back on the shelf after 
studying its political and social an- 
gles. 

Story cost the plant $75,000 and 
has been close to the starting line 
several times in the last two years. 


Dreifuss Producing 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Arthur Dreifuss is going into the 
feature production field, with plans 
for three $100,000 action pictures 
backed by eastern capital. 

Dicker is on for major release, 
probably Columbia, where he re- 
cently produced and directed a se- 
ries of musica] shorts. 























Other News of Interest to Films 





Aussie theatre breach ends...... 
Yank films return to Spain..... 
Orson Welles vs. Edgar Bergen 


Radio reviews: Joe E. Brown, 
ED fan den canes or ae eens 


Television reviews: Bert Lytell 
3 Quit B’way for films 





Luise Rainer disappoints in London legit 
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Washington, June 13. 

Stage was being readied this week 
|for the showdown on the Neely bill 
|to prohibit block booking and blind 
|selling, after three unconvinced 
members of the Senate Interstate 
|Commerce Committee filed a long, 
| tartly-phrased answer to advocates 
of the film reform scheme. Minority 
report clarified the issues, besides 
providing ammunition for foes of 
the measure. Meanwhile, industry 
pressure was being increased, with 
prominent individuals in the busi- 
ness reflecting alarm, despite assur- 
ance from some pulse-feelers that 
the unprecedently vocal opposition 
has a fair chance of blocking pas- 
sage. 

A motion to debate the bill is ex- 
pected to be offered during the pres- 
ent week by Senator Matthew M. 
Neely of West Virginia, the majors’ 
gadfly. Aware of the impossibility 
of getting his bill considered on a 
routine call of the calendar, Neely 
will resort to this parliamentary 
process to overcome the antagonism 
of Senate Democratic Leader Alben 
W. Barkley, who is openly opposed 
to the legislation, although failing to 
sign the minority report. 

A week behind Neely, Senator 
Ellison D. Smith, Democrat from 
| South Carolina, presented an 18- 
page statement of reasons why he, 
together with two Republicans, Sen- 
ators Wallace H. White, Jr., of Maine 
and Chandler Gurney, of South 
Dakota, voted against reporting the 
bill favorably. In an unusually- 
thorough analysis of the proposal as 
well as the testimony taken by sub- 
committee of which he was chair- 
man, Smith told colleagues the dis- 
senting trio feels the Neely ban ‘is 
not necessary.’ 

Artistic Aspects 


While the report went deeply into 
the mechanics of the industry dis- 
tributing system and the prospective 
effect of the bill, the trio’s chief ar- 
gument related to the artistic prob- 
lems confronting the business and 
the pious ideal of bringing about 
higher grade entertainment. Many 
supporters of the bill, failing to com- 
prehend all aspects of the situation, 
are unquestionably sincere in claim- 
ing the bill will be beneficial to the 
public, the report observed, but 
there is scant reason for believing 
this will be the result. 

‘Motion pictures, like all entertain- 
'ment and particularly theatrical en- 
tertainment, by their very nature 
invite criticism,’ the skeptics de. 
clared. ‘With the continuous stream 
of film that pours out of the studios 


| 
| 











i= year, it is not surprising that 


anyone can easily find items that he 

|or she may dislike, the number and 
| proportion of such items depending 
|upOn personal taste and critical at- 
titude as much as upon the quality, 
artistic standards, or popular appeal 
of the motion pictures. Much of the 
testimony presented to the subcom- 
mittee in support of the bill con- 
sisted of general, and some specific, 
criticism of motion pictures as mass 
entertainment. 

Conceding sincerity to the reform 
groups, women’s organizations, edu- 
cators and clergy, the trio said it is 
impossible to fight over the objective 
of better screen fare. The idea of 
‘community selection,’ however, is 
merely a slogan and catch-phrase, 
they added, without any real mean- 
ing or likelihood of achievement. 

‘Nowhere in the testimony of the 
many witnesses before the subcom- 
mittee is it claimed that at present 
there is in fact no ‘community selec- 
tion’ or no ‘home rule’ in motion pic- 


(Continued on page 25) 
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What's Behind It All 





A major Government beef is declared based upon stock values of a 
reorganized company, large blocks of the securities of which were 
given to individuals at the time a merger of interests was affected sev- 
eral years ago. On advice of counsel at the time of the stock divisions, 
the individuals are said to have established several separate investment 


trusts in the names of minors. 


One prominent executive is said to 


have created a trust for his nephews. 


Varying values of the stock shares were given by attorneys at the 
time the investment trusts were created. Successful operation of the 
reorganized company and the resultant brisk market created for the 
securities has created immense values to the several holdings. 

Government prosecutors are said to be proceeding in their claims 
for heavy imposts on the lines of court decision which was handed 
down about a year ago in the case of U. S. vs. Robert T. Jones, one- 


time golf champion. 


On his retirement as an amateur player, Jones 


received from Warner Bros. compensation amounting to $100,000 to 


appear in a series of golf films. 


The whole amount was set aside as 
an investment trust for his children. 


The Government charged that 


income tax was payable on the amount received and after a series of 
decisions, the Government’s claim was sustained by the court. 

In the current instance the sums involved are many times greater 
than the Jones investment trust, and if the Government’s contention to 
value the stock involved at $25 a share is sustained, in contrast to 
original valuation of $10, the tax to be collected and the penalties to 
be exacted may run into several million dollars. 

Principals have been in New York for several days attempting to 
work out a satisfactory settlement with representatives of the Internal 


Revenue office. 








More Crackdowns on Pix, D.C. Reports; 
Top Execs in Alleged Tax Evasions 


Washington, June 13. 


More legal headaches were in 
store this week for the film industry 
despite armistice gestures by the 
Commerce Department and hint that 
scheduled supplemental anti-trust 
suits may be averted by reforms. 

Criminal prosecution of individ- 
uals, not companies, on tax evasion 
charges was nearing as the Justice 
Department and Internal Revenue 
Bureau officials parleyed with coun- 
sel for persons whose finances have 
been the subject of inquiry. At the 
Same time, the D.J. was nearing a 
decision whether to invoke the un- 
tested criminal features of the 
Wagner Act in order to prevent sub- 
terfuges which allegedly have had 
the effect of compelling studio work- 
ers to join American Federation of 
Labor unions. 

Sour note in the New Deal ap- 
peasement chorus was hit by Attor- 
ney-General Murphy Wednesday (7) 
when he asserted at his weekly press 
conference: 

1. Criminal case has been whipped 
together as result of Treasury 
agents’ sleuthing into income tax 
evasion reports involving some of 
the top figures in Hollywood circles. 

2. Announcement is due ‘within 
10 days’ whether the Department 
will launch a criminal action on the 
Strength of its findings about film 
labor matters. 

3. While the trust-busters are 
willing to listen to any suggestions 
which will bring trade practices 
closer into line with New Deal prin- 
ciples, the Justice Department is de- 
termined to compel the industry to 
alter its conduct. 

Another load of trouble was being 
readied simultaneously at the Capi- 
tol, where the Neely bill was due 
for early consideration in the Sen- 
ate. In the House, where film re- 
form measures have been side- 
stepped for several years, Congress- 
man Lyle H. Boren, Oklahoma 
Democrat, was putting finishing 
touches on a bill severing exhibition 
and production, as the Justice De- 
partment ‘has attempted to bring 
about via court action. Boren hopes 
to get his bill, which he has been 
considering for three years, into the 
hopper before the end of the week. 

Much Alarm 

The Justice Department crusade 
was a more immediate concern to 
industry _ representatives, despite 
feeling of assurance that nothing 
Serious will happen and atmosphere 
of optimism following the first Com- 
merce Department talks. While 
Murphy indicated the door is not 
Closed to negotiations, the Federal 
Prosecutors suggested there is scant 
chance that trouble can be ducked 
even with the help of Secretary of 
Commerce Hopkins. Remarks of 
the A.G. lent emphasis to the con- 

(Continued on page 23) 





Goldwyn’s Hiatus 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Although four films are being 
screenplayed, Samuel Goldwyn may 
lay off production until fall after 
‘The Real Glory’ is finaled. 





Zukor Sails From 
Coast July 1 on His 
Aussie Inspection 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Adolph Zukor is passing the rest 
of June at the studio and sails July 1 
for Honolulu where he will be joined 
by John W. Hicks, Jr., foreign sales 
chief for his trip to Australia. 

Hicks sails from Vancouver July 
5. After discussions with Zukor at 
the studio, Harry Hunter, Aussie 
sales head for Par, boats back to his 
base. Stanton Griffis is huddling a 
few more days with studio execs be- 
fore returning east. 


Hunter’s Bad Gam 

Harry Hunter, Paramount’s man- 
ager in Australia, missed the inter- 
national sales convention on the 
Coast last week because of a leg in- 
fection suffered shortly after arriv- 
ing in New York. This caused him 
to rest quietly in Manhattan until 
last Saturday (10) when he trained 
for Los Angeles. 

Hunter plans to sail for Australia 
after a brief conference at the stu- 
dios. 


DISNEY-RKO HITCH ON 
‘PINOCCHIO’ DISTRIB 7 


Roy Disney and Gunther Lessing, 
attorney for Walt Disney Produc- 
tions, are in New York for the RKO 
convention and to negotiate the re- 
lease of ‘Pinocchio,’ Disney’s No. 2 
feature-length cartoon. 

Percentage discussions are stymied 
as Disney is holding out against a 
straight 25% to RKO for distribu- 
tion, the same terms as obtained with 
‘Snow White.’ 








Altschuler at Rep. 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Dick Altschuler moved in as head 
of the purchasing department at 
Republic, replacing H. R. Brown, 
who shifted over as assistant to E. H. 
Goldman, studio manager. 





Altschuler formerly headed the 
American Record Co, 


———- | 





Screen Players Fear It Might} 
Place Control in a Small | 
Group of Paid Employees | 
—Show Biz Too Scattered | 
with Legit East, Films! 
West, Radio All Over 


WHITEHEAD PROBE 





Screen Actors Guild yesterday | 
(Tues.) served notice on its Associ- | 
ated Actors and Artistes of America | 
affiliates that it opposes the forma- | 
tion of ‘one big union.’ At the same 
time it indicated that it continues to 
favor the proposals drawn up 18 
months ago looking toward a con-| 
solidated setup of the parent union | 
and its member groups. 

SAG's action was made known by 
Kenneth Thomson, its executive-sec- | 
retary, currently in New York and 
due to return to the Coast tomor- | 
row (Thursday) night. Union's board | 
considered the ‘one big union’ idea | 
recently and instructed Thomson to | 
reveal its position. Action was to} 
avoid misunderstanding regarding | 
SAG's stand in the matter to take | 
root and subsequently embarrass its | 


Picture union’s principal 


particular faction. There is also a 
geographic angle, since the film busi- 
ness centers on the Coast, legit in 
New York, and such activities as 


It is felt that each union should 
headquarter where its activities are 
located. If ‘one big union’ were es- 
tablished with headquarters in New 
York, the SAG board fears its only 
representation (and therefore too 
much control) would be vested in a 
paid employee representative. Actors 
composing the union’s board intend 
to retain active control of their own 
organization’s policies. 

Idea of a single treasury for the 
Four A’s is also nixed by SAG, on the 
ground that control of the finances of 
any organization amounts to control 
of the organization itself. However, 
such points as joint offices, combined 
bookkeeping systems, a single mem- 
bership card, a common house organ, 
mutual organizers, etc., are still fa- | 
vored by the screen outfit. Mean- 


radio are spread over the country. | 





Add: Alibis 


‘It’s the Santa Anita handicaps 
that are to blame for my punk 
pictures,’ one exhibitor visiting 
in New York this week com- 
plained. 

‘The men go to the racetracks 
and the film business goes to 
the dogs.’ 


WARNERS SHIFT 
STOCK HOLDINGS 


Washington, June 13. 


Lively exchange of 6% convertible 
Warner Bros. debentures recorded 
among Jack, Harry and Albert War- 
ner on April 11 by the Securities 
& Exchange Commission. 

Greatest turnover. was listed for 
Albert Warner, who exchanged 
$1,739,000 in the 6%ers in exchange 





| 
| 











for new debentures. Harry Warner 
swapped $1,379,000 of the same for 
new: tickets, with Jack trailing with 
a mere $1,183,000 transfer. Brothers 
held, at month’s end, the following 


in common and cumulative preferred 


affiliates. ‘ | stocks: 


Albert Warner, 59,648 shares com- 


; oe 2 fee reaSOn | mon and 14,884 shares $3.85 cumu- 
for opposing ‘one big union’ is that | jative preferred; Jack Warner, 28,- 
such a setup might tend to create | 569 shares common, 14,884 shares 


control of actor affairs by a small | eymulative, and Harry Warner, 62,- 
group of paid employees, or by some | 


860 shares common and 9,884 shares 
preferred. 

Other picture stock transactions 
|involved Loew's, Paramount and 
| Universal, as follows: Five shares of 
Loew’s Boston Theatres common 
| stock purchased by Loew’s, Inc., the 
parent company—bringing holdings 
at the end of April to 99,692 shares. 
Sale by J. Robert Rubin, Manhattan 
officer and director, of 400 shares 
Loew’s, Inc., «common stock, leaving 
Rubin with 33,075 shares. 

Stanton Griffis, director of Para- 
mount, bought 3,000 shares of Par 
common stock in April, and Preston 
Davie, New York director, acquired 
10 shares of Universal Pictures 8% 
cumulative ist preferred stock to 
bring his holdings to 120 shares. 

Purchase of 200 shares of Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, Inc., Class 
A stock by Harry Butcher, Wash- 
ington v.p. of the company, revealed 
by SEC. In addition to the acquisi- 
tion by the Washington exec, Jo- 
seph A. W. Iglehart, New York di- 





while, Mrs. Florence Marston, SAG’s 
eastern rep, will continue to huddle 
with other Four A’s committee mem- | 
bers on methods for bringing about | 
the desired administrative consolida- 
tions. 


In re: Ralph Whitehead 


Four A’s cornmittee which has for 
the last four months been investiga- 
ting Ralph Whitehead and his official 
conduct as executive-secretary of 
the American Federation of Actors, 
filed its report with the parent un- 
ion’s international board Monday 
(12) afternoon. In a circumspectly- 


same company by 400 shares—reach- 


|ing a total of 2,600 shares by the) 


end of the month. 


Sid Kent’s Physical 
Condition OK, a Johns 
Hopkins Check Showed 


Before sailing for South America 





rector, increased his holdings in the | 








to attend 20th-Fox sales convention 
in Rio de Janeiro, S. R. Kent under- 





worded statement, the board an- 
nounced that the report was ‘critical | 
of Mr. Whitehead and the conduct | 
of the AFA’, but failed to render any | 
disposition of the case. Sovhie Tuck- | 
er, AFA president, filed a written | 
statement with the board, giving her 
union’s position concerning the sit- 
uation. Board thereupon resolved to | 
hold hearings, with witnesses, on the 
investigating committee’s report. | 
Hearings are expected to begin in| 
three or four weeks. 
Although none of those concerned 
would comment, the careful wording | 
of the board’s statement and uncon- 
firmed reports emanating from Four 
A circles hinted that Whitehead’s 
position is doubtful. Investigation | 
was undertaken at the insistence of | 
the AFA exec, who said he had been | 


that he wanted a showdown. 











was not long after Harry R. Calkins, | 
(Continued on page 10) 


went a thorough physical checkup 
at Johns Hopkins hospital, Baltimore. 
Examination is said to have revealed | 
the 20th-Fox prexy did not have any | 
serious heart condition as he had | 
suspected. | 

Reported in the trade that Kent | 
wanted to give up the top reins at | 
20th-Fox because of worry over his | 
condition. With this mental strain | 
off his mind, those close to Kent as- | 
sert he has abandoned any thought 


tivities. 





Simon, M-G Renew 


Hollywood, June 13. 


together on a new director contract, | 


the subject of repeated rumors and | a month before expiration of the old 
That | pact. | 


Currently Simon is piloting ‘These 


‘Glamour Girls.’ 


er nUEC-UnTInT ‘Pyotnalion’s’ $100,000 B way Renta 
(N THE 40'S) Recalls Other Fancy Ist Run Coin 


In the course of its 23 weeks’ en- 
gagement at the Astor theatre, N. Y., 
‘Pygmalion’ paid in film rentals to 
the Metro film exchange slightly 
more than $100,000, based on percene- 
tages of the weekly boxoffice take. 


Its successor, ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” 
which is continuing the extended 
run, popular price policy, in con- 
trast to the two-a-day operation 
which obtained at the Astor for sev- 
eral years, is holding to the same 
rate of attendance and_ “rentals. 
‘Chips’ is regarded by showmen as 
having a more difficult course to 
follow, particularly against the mid- 
summer hot spells. 

Although the engagement of 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (Goldwyn-UA) 
at the Rivoli held for seven weeks, 
or one-third the run of ‘Pygmalion,’ 
the larger capacity at the Rivoli pro- 
duced first run film rental of $70,000, 
top figures. Largest first run rental 
in several years on Broadway is at- 
tributed to ‘Snow White’ at the 
Radio City Music Hall (five weeks) 
which is said to have garnered 
$140,000, eclipsing a ‘pep price’ rec- 
ord of $90,000, held for some years 
by ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Goldwyn- 
UA) at the Rialto, N. Y. 


Record holder among continuous 
policy film rental Broadway engage- 
ments was Charles Chaplin in ‘City 
Lights,” some years ago at he 
George M. Cohan theatre. Gloria 
Swanson in ‘The Trespasser’ paid off 
in six figures at the Rialto on 
Broadway. 


Roadshow engagements of ‘Big 
Parade,’ ‘Covered Wagon,’ ‘Ten Com- 
mandments’, ‘Ben Hur’ and ‘Birth of 
a Nation’ during their extended 
Broadway two-a-day bookings at $2 
scale exceeded current figures of 
film rentals. 


DE MILLE RENEWS AT 
PAR FOR 4 MORE YEARS 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Cecil B. DeMille signed a new 
four-year contract as producer-di- 
rector at Paramount. Pact goes into 
effect on completion of his next pic. 
ture. 


Opus is ‘Royal Canadian Mounted,’ 
to be bathed in Technicolor, 
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SHARP SETBACK TO MAJORS AS COURT 


—— 


ORDERS, ‘FILE ANSWER WITHIN 10 DAYS’ 








Sketchy Bill of Particulars Sticks—Judge Bondy | Prince Mike’s Party 


Catechizes Film Cos. 
ment’s Anti-Trust Suit 


me + 


Almost completely denying the re- 
quests of the major film companies 
for a further bill of particulars, 
Federal Judge William Bondy on 
Monday (12) in New York, granted 
five isolated demands which should 
prove of no more benefit to the ma- 
jors than the bill of particulars. The 
court indicated that it was its be- 
lief that the defendants were not 
using all possible speed in their prep- 
aration, and ordered them to file an 
answer within 10 days after the filing 
of the new bill of particulars. 

The majors, as a result of this 
move, are very much on the spot, 
since, as soon as their answer is 
filed, the government can have the 
case placed on the ready calendar 
for trial, something they have been 
fighting almost a year to prevent. 

In the particulars granted, the 
companies had asked if the U. S. 
claims that they have imposed unfair 
trade practices against independent 
exhibitors, whether or not they were 
in competition with an affiliate. The 
answer of the U. S. had been that 
it was true, whether there was com- 
petition or not. The majors asked, 
and now are entitled to receive a 
statement with respect to each in- 
stance where unfair trade practices 
are charged, that the U. S. has on 
hand at the moment. 

Next the U. S. must state whether, 
in using the term ‘exhibitor-defend- 
ant,’ they meant ‘producer-exhibitor 
defendant,’ and to name each one. 

Also the government must name 
each defendant who is claimed to 
have been, or is presently engaged, 
in each of the unfair trade prac- 
tices. 

Next the U. S. must state the na- 
ture of the participation or interest 
which constitutes the type of con- 
trol or interest in a theatre, which 
determines that it is an affiliated the- 
atre, 

This was all that Judge Bondy al- 
lowed. Then he stated, ‘None of the 
defendants has stated that the par- 
ticulars furnished to Columbia or 
United Artists are necessary for him 
to prepare a responsive pleading for 
trial. Moreover the defendants have 
been dilatory in presenting this ap- 
plication, which is made many 
months after they were aware that 
Columbia and UA had requested 
these particulars, and a considerable 
time after the court granted such re- 
quests. The application is accord- 
ingly denied.’ 

The Denied Queries 

These requests, which were denied, 
constituted the major part of the 
companies’ attack, and if granted, 
would have meant months on the 
part of the Government in prepara- 
tion. They were: 

1. The meaning of the word ‘com- 
pelled.’ 

2. Specify the respects in which 
rental terms and conditions of avail- 
ability including clearance and zon- 
ing are harsh and arbitrary. 

3. Does the U.S. claim that the li- 
censing by distributors to large un- 
affiliated chains in accordance with 
their size and extent of buying 
power was part of the monopoly, 
and if so, identify each such in- 
stance. 

4. Define ‘systematically excluded.’ 

5. State the meaning of ‘forced.’ 

6. State the respects in which 
clearance and zoning schedules are 
‘arbitrary and unreasonable.’ 

7. Name each exhibitor who was 
permitted to contract for more films 
than he could legitimately use, and 
name the exhibitor, theatre, and de- 
fendant who gave him product. 

8. State whether each defendant 
had knowledge of overbuying, and 
was it the result of an agreement. 

9. State the respects in which 
films rentals are ‘harsh, unconsciable, 
and discriminatory.’ 

10. Name each independent ‘forced 
to pay four-five times as much’ for 
product as an affiliated competing 
theatre. 

11. Name each independent ‘forced 
to license through percentage,’ and 
also each instance where minimum 
admission prices were charged. 

12. Name the exhibitor, theatre 
and place where double features 
were not allowed. 

13. The same as to the spots where 

(Continued on page 25) 


for Stalling the Govern-| 





Hillbilly Halligan | 
Epistles 1 from Chi.’ 





Chicago, June 13. | 
Editor VARIETY: 
Here I am in what I have nick- | 
named the Windy City and the place 
of my lower birth. The city swelters 
and are the beeches open...they is 
not. So what greets the eye of the 
delegate as he gazes from his palatial 
inside room at the Drake—thousands | 
of peons smuggling swims in the | 
coo] of the limpid pools of Streeter- | 
ville, 
sidewalk if 





: 





you can get a 


You can boil a egg on the} 
egg,| were there to have fun. 
oSS- 


A Social Click and A 





Shill for Clover Club 


Hollywood, June 13. 
threw a 
It was a fore- 


Mike Romanoff 
Saturday (10) night. 
most social function of the year. 
Everyone who is anyone and his 
cousin turned out to pay homage to 
Mike. 

Romanoff sent out about 400 invi- 
tations, all of them saying R.S.V-P., 
which is high class for ‘leave us 
know.’ Out of the 400, about 700 
called up to accept. About 1,000 
showed up, including practically 
every star and producer in town 
who played it straight. It was a 


party | 


—————————— 


high-class affair to them, and they | 


But there 


Persunlee I would preefer to be back | were a few wise guys from Holly- 


in little old New York as I have 
facetiously termed same, and you 
can have Chicago and its andirons. 
There is somethin about this place 
that gets under your skin—like a 
Missouri tick. For six weeks I has 
been here solving the radio prob- 
lums and all’s I have to say is that, 
as of today, all I know is how to turn 
one off. 

Sum day soon my ambish is to 
be a Hollywood writer and bet all 
the tea in China that’s where I end 
up. End up is right. 


There are more dice games and | 
roulette wheels and 50c horse rooms 
here than you can shake a stick at. 
I am living at the Bar Six Ranch 
and you can double the line if you} 
want to take the odds. The joints 
are wide open with everything the 
best including the percentage. 


It was with regret that I heard 
about Jackge Osterman but he picked 
out a spot that suited him to a tee, 
Atlantic City, the playground of the 
world. When my time comes I 
want to go with an attack of indiges- 
tion from too much caviar and the 
way things are now that end looks 


wood and Vine who wanted to know 
what the gimmick was. They were 
answered by hauteur and nose-in- 
air. 

Nevertheless there was a gimmick. 
The party was thrown at the Clover 
Club. It was the first time that any- 
one in town knew the Clover Club 
was ready to do business again—and 
everyone found out pleasantly and 
at the same time. If the joint gets 
50% of the mob present back regu- 
larly, it’ll do okay. 


The invitation got a ripple from 
Hollywood which is anxious to 
laugh, anyway. On stylish paper 
and with a regal-looking R on the 


it read: 


‘To Discharge His Social Obliga- 
‘tions, Past and Future, His Im- 
perial Highness, Prince Michael 
Romanoff, Commands (space for a 
name, written in by hand) to At- 
tend a Buffet Supper on Saturday 
Evening, June the Tenth, at the 
Clover Club. 9 P.M. RS.V.P. 
Formal. 





like a long ways off. 
Jack Barrymore is roughing it out 


here living in a oxygen tent which 
is composed off Haitch Two Oh, and 
the very idea must be abhorrent. 


Well, perhaps I should have stood 
within my means and sent you a 
postcard—what I call*a depression 
telegram. But I am in a spending 
mood in this gay Chicago-day that 
reminds me of the steam room in 
the Fleishman baths. . 

Bill Halligan. 


MPPDA Meeting Today 
Probably Be Postponed 


Directors of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors of America, 
Inc., are scheduled to meet today 
(Wednesday) but the quarterly 
session probably will be adjourned 
without any action to a later date 
because so few directors are in 
N. Y. No exact schedule of topics 
has been arranged, but the foreign 
situation, legislative-judicial front, 
television and discussion of ways and 
means of reviving business this fall 
are subjects that may be brought up 
for action. 

Discussions on the foreign align- 
ment are expected to include report 
on Italy, possibilities in Spain and 
developments in Australia. Succes- 
sor for Sir Victor Wilson, head of 
the Motion Picture Distributors As- 
soc. in Australia, may be passed on 
at the adjourned session when it is 
held. Wilson steps down 








the end of this month. 





Fred Scott’s Personals 


Lubbock, Texas, June 13. 

Fred Scott, Spectrum’s_ singing 
western star, opened a series of per- 
sonals at the Arcadia, local indie, 
Friday (9). Scott goes to Arkansas 
for 13 one-day dates before swinging 
back into west Texas for other ap- 
pearances. 


He is due back on the Coast the 
latter part of July to start on ‘The 
Whistling Cowboy,’ first of a new 
series produced by C, C. Burr for 





and re- | 
tires from active picture business at | 


‘Guests Will Please Bring Their 
Own Liquor and Fee the Servants. 


‘Gentlemen in Attendance: Rob- 
ert Benchley, Monte Brice, James 
Cagney, Charles Chaplin, Harry 
Crocker, Charles K. Feldman, Wil- 
liam Grady, Cary Grant, Mark 
Hellinger, Charles Lederer, Her- 
bert Marshall, John McClain, 
Frank Morgan, Jay Paley, Everett 
Riskin, Robert Riskin, Edward G. 
Robinson, George Rosenberg, Ran- 
dolph Scott, Jules Stein, Eddie 
Sutherland, Danny Winkler.’ 


While most of the mob enjoyed 
laughing at that invite, there were 
a few who worried about the eighth 
word. The majority of those pres- 
ent, however, didn’t let a little thing 
like that worry ’em. After all, 
Hollywood is still—and probably al- 
ways will be—Chumpville, U.S.A. 
Anything for a laugh. 





HARDWICKE’S ‘INVISIBLE’ 
Hollywood, June 13. 


| Universal has signed Sir Cedric 
| Hardwicke for ‘The Invisible Man 
Returns.’ 

Joe May directs chiller. 








Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, June 13. 

George Bessalo inked player ticket 
at Warners. 

Metro handed new player deal to 
Virginia Grey. 

Universal signed Tom Fadden, ac- 
tor. 

Jeffrey Lynn draw new ticket at 
Warners. 

Metro 
writer. 

Robert C. DuSoe inked scripting 
pact at Metro, 

Metro renewed player contracts of 
Leni Lynn and Ed Kilroy. 

Paramount took two-picture op- 





signed Owen 


tion on Margaret Lockwood, British | 


actress, under contract to Gains- 
borough Pictures. 

RKO signed Helene Fortescue Rey- 
nolds and changed her name to 
Joyce Gardner. 

Warners picked up cameraman op- 
tion on Charles Rosher. 

Metro handed writing pact to 
Kathryn Scola. 

Anne Gwynne penned player con- 





Spectrum. 


tract at Universal. 


outside (but not engraved, ts, ts, ts!) | 


Philly Stance on Buying Pools 





Philadelphia, June 13. 


Buying pool, being talked of by some exhibs here, seems highly 
improbable for the Philly territory, according to execs of indie or- 


ganizations. Sector is too highly 


competitive, they say, for such a 


plan to work out, as it has in some other sections of the country. 
‘Inasmuch as a buying pool requires that every house operator lay 
all his cards on the table concerning what he is paying and has paid 
for film,’ one exhib leader declared, ‘a buying pool is not feasible here. 
No Philadelphia exhibitor wants to reveal what deals he is getting, 
for every one, no matter how shabbily he is being treated, thinks he 


is getting 
petition.’ 


or has a chance of getting—a better break’ than his com- 


Oklahoma’s Attitude 


Oklahoma City, June 13 


Before leaving to attend the Allied convention, the Allied Theatre 
Owners unit of this state went on record against the code, although 
its members in that territory may be free, as in other states, to accept 
the provisions of the trade practices pact if they individually so desire 


The Oklahoma Allied body also 


proposed buying pool for that zone. 


took action in connection with the 
A proposal that it be part and- 


parcel of the state’s Allied organization was voted down in favor of 
the formation of a separate corporation to cover. 








U. S. Won’t Ease Up . 


(Continued from page 1) 
directed against Griffith Amusement 
Co.; Consolidated Theatres, Inc.; 
R. E. Griffith Theatres, Inc.; and 
Westex Theatres, Inc. Names of new 
independent defendants are withheld 
for the present. 

With scores of exhibitor leaders 
and hundreds of individual owners 
meeting in Minneapolis this week, at 
the annual conclave of Allied States 
Association, Arnold is not unwilling 
that his department’s course of ac- 
tion should be made known to all 
interests in the film industry. If 
convention delegates agree to accept 
the industry’s code of self-adminis- 

















Atkinson, | 





Washington, June 13. 


Questioned on the 
whether the anti-trust division 
of the Department of Justice 
would encourage a joint confer- 
ence between officials of the de- 
partment, film executives, and 
exhibitor leaders to discuss the 
proposed trade practice code and 
rules of arbitration of film in- 
dustry disputes, a department 
spokesman declared the Govern- 
ment was not concerned with the 
provisions of the code. 


Statement was made that any 
such code, basis of which pro- 
vides for continuation of current 
trade practices which are sub- 
ject of attack in pending Govern- 
ment anti-trust suits, would not 
be considered proper topic for 
debate, pending disposal of the 
legal issues of the suits. There- 
after, it was said, the department 
might discuss a trade practice 
code, but not before, 


point 








tration of exhib-distrib relations, 
such acceptance will not alter civil 
anti-trust prosecutions already filed, 
or contemplated. 


Self-Regulation Code 


No Concern of Gov’t 


Latest drafts of the self-regulation 
code and the accompanying plan of 
arbitration are in the hands of 
prosecutors in the anti-trust divi- 
sion, but there has been no expres- 
sion with respect to the legal fair- 
ness of the trade rules, or the 
legality of the arbitration machinery. 
On the contrary, the Government 
legal chiefs are said to have ex- 
amined the papers only in a cursory 
manner. 

Reports to the effect that the De- 
partment of Justice will ease up 
prosecutions on the theory that 
overtures for a consent decree will be 
soon forthcoming from the industry 
through the friendly offices of Sec- 
retary of Commerce Harry L. Hop- 
kins, with whom leading film exec- 
utives have discussed industry prob- 
lems, are discounted entirely by 
anti-trust officials. Latter are said 
to have repeated within the past few 
days to Commerce Department emis- 
saries that Arnold and his asso- 
ciates will be interested in discus- 
sions only if the five theatre-own- 
ing majors come to conferences with 
the determination to divorce exhi- 
bition completely from producing 
and distributing functions. This is 
the main issue in the action now 
pending before Judge William Bondy, 
in the New York district, and di- 
rectly concerns Paramount, Loew’s, 
RKO-Radio, Warner Bros. and 20th 
Century-Fox. 

On the best authority it is declared 


that Arnold holds the belief that di- 
vorcement of exhibition from pro- 
| ducer-distributor interests offers the 
only solution of alleged violations of 
the anti-trust statutes. Furthermore, 
| he is said to have reaffirmed within 
| the week the opinion that previous 
| adjustments of anti-monopolistic ac- 
| tions through the channels of con- 
| sent decrees have failed as satisfac- 
tory solutions to industry troubles. 
He insists the issues shall be brought 
before a trial judge, because, he 
says, the motion picture business is 
not a private affair, but a matter of 
vital concern not only to those im- 
mediately engaged in the industry, 
but to the millions who attend film 
theatres every week. 


Justice Dept. Wants Free 
Competition Back Again 


That the concern of the Depart- 
ment of Justice is wholly one of ‘re- 
storing’ free competition in the film 
industry is the basis for the addi- 
tional suits, now in preparation, 
which aim to break monopolies al- 
leged to be enjoyed by powerful 
independent chains. In the volu- 
minous files of the department are 
hundreds of complaints, it is said, 
involving alleged illegal restraints 
on the part of unaffiliated circuits. 
Some of the practices complained 
about, particularly with respect to 
control of product, are considered 
more flagrant than complaints by 
independents against affiliated cir- 
cuits. 


Chief reason why the anti-trust 
division is not interested in the pro- 
jected plan for industry self-regula- 
tion is the conviction of department 
heads that any code of fair prac- 
tices, predicated upon the existing 
status quo, does not and cannot re- 
move the fundamental illegalities, 
as the department views them. En- 
forced blockbooking of films, Arnold 
believes, compels independent the- 
atres to operate under terms which 
leave them very little freedom in the 
selection of film and in the manage- 
ment of their own business. He 
further states that independent pro- 
ducers find. it practically impossible 
to obtain a satisfactory market for 
their film because of the domination 
by the major companies over the 
exhibition houses. 

On the point of publie interest, 
Arnold Says that theatre patrons in 
any given community are not given 
an opportunity to exercise choice as 
to the type of picture they desire to 
see. He further states that as mat- 
ters now stand, each community is 
regimented into accepting the kind 
of picture which will make the most 
profits on a nation-wide scale. even 
if the film is wholly contrary to the 
local community taste. 





U Out $3,250 On 
Pat O’Brien Deal 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Universal lost its $3,250 = suit 
against Pat O’Brien, Warner star, 
In Superior court. Studio claimed it 
brought actor from New York in 
1933 to play ‘Kid Gloves,’ which 
never was produced. Under a sepa- 
rate deal, O’Brien agreed to make 
another picture and accepted $3,250 
to apply on future salary. 


Later, O’Brien signed a contract 
with Warners and was not available 
when U wanted him. Harry Soko- 
lov, the actor’s attorney, showed that 
O’Brien was ready to carry out his 
U pact on various occasions, but the 
studio had no picture ready. 
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nS PREPARE Included Out Re gers Mails Uncensored Ad Lib CONE ACHUPIES 
IN Hollywood, June 13, Hollywood, June 13. | 
Samuel Goldwyn’s flackery ~ , Two unscripted words in | 
1] PILL I] All has the quickest turnover in eViSe 0 eS Sandy Takes a Bow’ caused a | MUCH ATTENTION 
: | Hollywood. flurry among executives at Uni- | 
i i d : versal. They were ‘ma-ma’ | 
7 Recent resignation of Gregory a and ‘da-da,’ gurgled unexpect- 
Dickson as head press agent was T f h h Fx edly by Sandra Henville, infant | 
j the 38th in 16 years. 0 X ] €cs star of the production. 
; Some Afraid of Reprisals If From now on, Sandra will be |Heavy Attendance as Na- 
° . encouraged to ad lib any time . . ; 
They Air Their Peeves Too $100 (i) SUITS eee | she is in the mood, | tional Allied Convention 
° ed evise raft of the proposed |  s eee . 
; Vi gorousl y General 3 trade practice code and rules of ar-| Under Way Very Repre 
4 Roundtable Heart-to-Heart bitration, governing the administra- PAR IN HIGH 13 sentative Turnout 
s tion of its provisions, was mailed on 
} FOR DARRIEUX Monday (12) by William F. Rodgers, b | 
— . ASSURED IT’S OK chairman of the distributors’ commit- ' TOP EXECS PRESENT 
) tee, to heads of national and state THROUGH JULY 
exhibitor organizations. Delivery of 
; : copies was timed to place the drafts ‘ 
q By LES REES Danielle edener tn — ie in hands of exhibitor leaders prior 7 — — 
P| Minneapolis, June 13 Kleig lights to take another accus-|t® the sessions of Allied States Asso- ~s — Minneapolis, June 13. 
li As Allied States opened its three- | tamed wate in three suits in the local ciation, meeting this week in Minne- Hollywood, June 13. | Code and arbitration were dis- 
O- day national convention here today | civil courts involving 3,500,000 francs aes po eer - nt 4 Paramount is hitting a new pro- | Panag ried Phen, BipioeB owe-pevig Hen 
he (Tuesday), independent exhibitors | (about $100,000). . decak tise Dindaetinand Pyrat a | duction high for the year with seven (Tues.) morning by the board of 
of on hand from all parts of the United | Two film companies, one Ameri- whe = gle ’ features slated to roll before the end dvectce, ta aatien Gen ‘Gectien 
e, ‘ean and the other French, RKO and | 2's states in his letter which accom- | of this month and six more to go in| 
in States were trying to get up their| +4. Regina Society, claim damages | Panies the drafts. He writes: July, ‘Dr. Cyclops,’ ‘Death of a| UPO? or on the stand that Allied will . 
us nerve so they’d have the spirit to| >... ae Prennh cine -atee tee alleged ‘Following the same course as be- | Champion,’ ‘Our Neighbors, the Car- | assume, Admitting the trade practice 
a. tell top producer-distributor execu-|) 0.04 of contract. Miss Darrieux, | fore: we are sending a copy of this | ters’ and ‘Argentina’ face the cam- | pact was up before the meeting, Col. 
n- tives attending the gathering what) 1.5 said to have promised to make | letter and enclosure to the Depart-| eras this week, and ‘The Light That |. A. COM, PECK OS Metionel lees, : 
= . they think is wrong with the in-|, picture iater refused and started |™ent of Justice in accordance with | Fajled,’ ‘Paroles For Sale’ and ‘Dia- | 2dded, “There is nothing to be said 
Ds. dustry. wark foe ather companies it’s al-| 2SSurances of counsel that the de- | monde Are Dangerous’ next week. prea Sor ANOS 6G the Sods, of : 
ht Rightly or wrongly, the independ- | jeged. partment would be kept informed of| July shooting sked calls for ‘White | me Tent OF Cs ee i 
he ents assembled here believe that, if|' In a third suit she and her hus-| the results of our industry confer-|Fjame,’ ‘Seventeen,’ ‘Remember the |™0menhy : 
is they voice their grievances from the | band, Henry Decoin, brought action ences... Again we renew our pre-| Night,’ ‘South of Samoa,’ ‘Emergency | Understanding among '_ director : 
of convention floor at the open forums, | soainst the Regina before the Conseil | V!0US suggestion that a joint confer- | Squad’ and ‘Victor Herbert.’ sources is that the code was only i 
n- the distributing companies may ‘hold| 4c, prud’hommes (Commercial | &mc® be held with the Department} Fred MacMurray gets the co-star- partially gone over, with not more 
y, it against them’ and ‘make it hot'| Gout) claiming 500,000 francs dam-|°f Justice at the earliest possible | ring role with Barbara Stanwyck in| than a casual exchange of ideas re- 
im when it comes to film buying, etc.— ages hecause he alleged, it failed date for the purpose of obtaining its|‘Remember the Night’ at Par.| 8arding arbitration, 
putting them on ‘a bad boy list,” as|+> make alterations in the scenario | 2PPToval of these trade practice pro- | Mitchell Leisen directs. W. A. Steffes, Northwest Allied’s 
; % were. of ‘French Cancan,’ in which she was Pe a ae = methods | president, was unable to attend the 
: A number of independents, from at of putting them into effect.’ 9G ¢ ’ meeting but denies that he has de- 
& r this territory particularly, who do a Judgment has been held P a Bye cae ecm hn Mc PASCAL’S BARBARA | termined a on for conditional 
4 the most bellyaching and complain- : ht ress te) uykendall, : y| adoption of the code and arbitration 
te ing and who are most violent in Pct geent oder g teing cde pinning hoe Col. H. A. Cole, Allied States; Lee AHEAD OF DILEMMA as reported, despite being quoted, on 
e their denunciations of the ‘wicked’ lawyer, Maitre Levy-Oulman, argued Moffitt, Owensboro, Ky.; John the inside, as wanting it for his Al- 
im producer-distributors and ‘unjust| that the scenarios were shown to her | RUST, Salt Lake City; W. F. Crock- lied unit. 
li. trade practices,’ off the record, are | .44 that she consequently refused to ett, Virginia Beach, Va.; Harry Hollywood, June 13. Told that Steffes is rumored as 
yn, expected to be entirely inarticulate act in those roles. The ‘agreements,’ Brandt, New York; Charles R. Gil- Wendy Hiller and ; Sir Cedric favoring code approval, with reser- 
»)< at this convention. They just can’t he anid. saver want beyond the een mour, Denver; Leo F. Wolcott, El- | Hardwicke have been signed for the vations, Col. Cole commented, ‘Such 
al arouse their courage sufficiently to | waedation stage dora, Ia., and Albert A. Galston, Los | leads in Gabriel Pascal’s forthcoming| 4 ciand on the part of any Allied 
ue tell the big fellows what they think | ‘in the d e ste sult brousht. b Angeles. production of George Bernard | jeader is an individual matter, after 
re 7. mam. RKO before the Fifth Civil Tribunal, Shaw's ‘Major Barbara.’ Pascal | aj.’ 
id, Producer-distributor _representa-| in which Miss Darrieux and Decoin Both Sides mn ‘L t leaves this weekend for N.Y. =i Col. Cole said that all units of 
its tives insist they would welcome} are peing sued for 1,000,000 francs eC ly route to Pinewood Studios, London. | tional Allied were represented at 
ts. candor—that they want the indies to | (shout $35,000), the star is charged L ? C Picture will be turned out by the| 1. meeting 
ed get it ali off their chests. They} vith ¢ailure to th . ynton ase to Argue same production unit which made J 
to declare it's ridiculous to think that | << a tot re gl vo roe ae - . ‘Pygmalion,’ Code Palaver 
ed 1 such frank and open criticism will owed dul a @ . a: - = an [= & Appeal; Dissatisfied Two-picture deal for Metro world Prospects for the adoption of the 
by ok be received intolerantly instead of as | *°"°°U'® oe co a ’ release of Pascal’s next two Shaw! code, with reservations, and without 
ir- | constructive, helpful proposals to productions, ‘Major Barbara’. and | prejudicing its rights as an indepen- 
promote better trade relations. Argument will be heard in N. Y¥.| ‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ is near being | dent exhibitor organization, or bene- 
aah } At the same time, the producer- LINDA WARE IN MIDDLE circuit court of appeals tomorrow | signatured. ‘Barbara’ is taking prece- | fits that might accrue to it through 
i ’ distributor heads are expected to do (Thurs.) on the appeals of Edward | dence over ‘Dilemma,’ which was to| the UV. S. anti-trust suit and others, 
a ; a little ‘from the shoulder speaking’ OF PARENTAL LAW SUIT Sheldon and Margaret Ayer Barnes, | have been the next picture Gabriel| such as the Griffith case, are re- 
a | themselves in expressing their opin- and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures | planned to start. Reason for last- ported favorable, as theatre owners 
oe ions of the tactics and business meth- Corp., Metro Distributing Corp.,| minute switch resulted from avail-| and distributor representatives by 
~ 7 ods of ‘many unfair independent Detroit, June 13. | Culver Export Corp. and Loew’s, | ability of Wendy Hiller at this time| the carload poured into Minneapo- 
io ry gen They'll mince no words,| George W. Stillwagon became in-| Inc. who are all dissatisfied with|for the feminine lead in ‘Barbara,’|lis today (Tuesday). 
oot ra believed. ; terested in his daughter, Linda| the decision of Federal Judge Vin- | plus inability of Metro and Pascal's Heavy registration suggests a rec- 
‘ne MPTO Rr ogee president of| Ware, only after she made progress| cent L. Leibell. He awarded Mrs.| General Films to get together on| 0rd crowd with probably over 500 
‘ld i om is attending the conven-/|on the screen, Emil Colombo, at-| Barnes and Sheldon $532,000 for the | ‘Dilemma’ for English quota require- making up the final list. Additional 
~~ per Pha w a He promised Con- torney for the ingenue’s aunt, Mrs. plagiarism of their play ‘Dishonored | ments. arrivais are due tomorrow (Wednes- 
“4 ver a2 airman Steffes to come | Anna Stillwagon, charged here last| Lady’ by ‘Letty Lynton,’ the Metro day). Abram F, Myers, the general 
- yy changed his mind ‘because | week, at opening hearing on father’s | film. SCHIPA’S FILM BIDS Allied counsel, got in today for 
se- nothing Be a gad ae er petition to be appointed girl’s guard-| John W. Davis will argue the case Allied’s board meeting tomorrow 
He prompted his iltimate. decision to ae for Loew-Metro, contending that| WB and Par—Back Next Season for | (occ) area oon reer 
me participate isn’t known. but Steff Colombo also challenged the Wayne | one-fifth the sume awarded would be Extensive U. S. Tours session tomorrow afternoon, at 
ole and other Allied heads patter peta Pty wy os Poi co toa fair settlement. pn ha cies a ider unen. 
for pleasure that he’s on hand. take tage ng the case, pointing out On the other hand, the successful Tito Schipa returns professionally 4 ” Peden is been patton as we om 
on Some of the prominent Twin City | ‘®3t both the moppett and her aunt) pjaintifts are attempting to get the | to the U. S. in October after an ab- rey 
me Y|are legal residents of California, , derstanding no names are to be re- 
he independent exhibitors who are : :, : '4.! circuit court to allow them the full|sence of two years for concert, led i ij ; 
4 frai a having lived there nine years. Miss y snecial|Opera, radio and picture engage.| V°2/ed in connection with com- 
3. afraid to tell the producer-distribu- king i ‘. | 9987,000 awarded them by special | opera, . picture | ©ngase- | plaints placed before the session 
st, tor representatives at the open for- Ware is currently working in a pic| master Gordon Auchincloss. ments. He opens the San Francisco|" 4) oct complete accord on. 
in ‘ums that film prices are too high with Bin € Crosby: 2 ne. Ppenenes Cera Seenae Oct. 1, in ‘Manon’ and arbitration s = ae was reached this 
aes : and product is inferior proposed to | 18 Planning an ambitious preem here : ae will sing six performances there and a ro 
j - | at the Michigan theatre. ? in Los Angeles. After th _| afternoon in executive session, it 
as i employ an attorney to present their till b th di ‘Four Wives Third In WB rer «meee er that he pro-| 3; indicated by Myers, who 
to | Side of the case at the Wednesday- SeEegen. NOG wae ay + epee ° ceeds to Chicago for the opera sea- raised only one objection concernin 
at- Thursday (14-15) sessions. Any such | T°cently because he wanted ‘to avoid Series With Lane Sisters | 20", ‘here, 20 appearance on the | ciesran The general ¢ - 
: attorney, however, would be ‘kicked | 2"0ther Jackie Coogan affair,’ and eries Ford Sunday evening hour, and to|°©rance. ne genera! tenor Of ex- 
Is : ° ze ed | »roposed to set up a trust fund for : : hibitor sentiment was that consider- 
wr : out’ of the meeting along with the | DPOPOSTS Mt Pp ust N. Y. He has picture bids from] ii aebate and laint id 
theatre owners responsible for his| Miss Ware’s earnings, giving her at wei Warners and Paramount. His agent, | 27. @edate and compraint woul 
ost po e for his} joast half of th thout Hollywood, June 13. : : result over the code, itself, and vari- 
employment, asserted Convention east half o e earnings withou ate : Harry Cahill, is handling the film ee athe tye 
so : Chairman Steffe strings. ‘Four Wives’ is the third of the | negotiations. ous provisions, including some late 
the . s : Ss. , Colombo testified that Stillwagon ‘Four Daughters’ series at Warners, A 26-week broadcasting set-up js | Changes, about which Allied States 
i P peat Yellow’ Exhibs did not appear at the California | rolling late next month with Michael | also being arranged with a national | “5 informed this morning. 
ty? If exhibitors are too yellow to} court hearing last October, which|Curtiz directing. ‘Four Mothers,’| spaghetti organization desirous of | A main objection appears to be 
speak out and stand up for their| made Mrs. Anna Stillwagon  the| originally skedded as third, moves | sponsoring. that in signing the code, inferential 
rights themselves, they’re getting | moppet’s legal guardian. ‘Her fa-| back to fourth place. While in N. Y. this week, Schipa |#8™eement is made that no unfair 
al ve what they deserve,’ declared| ther showed no interest in her| Cast contains the same players, | is speaking to Edward Johnson, gen- | ade practices will exist. Interpre- 
| ~ : whatever,’ Colombo said, ‘until she | Lola, Priscilla and Rosemary Lane,|eral manager of the Metropolitan | tation of one Allied board exec, 
. “ The group in question said that 4) made progress on the screen. It|Gale Page and John Garfield. They | Opera, toward arranging guest ap- |Nathan Yamins, was that this 
uit - complaining exhibitor would be re-/ was her aunt who lavished affection | recently completed ‘Daughters Cour- | pearances with that company. He | would have the exhibitors auto- 
ar, } > a bon sa ae edgy gyro on her and saw that she had voice, | ageous,’ second of the series. leaves Friday (16) for 28 concert | matically agreeing oe block cel 
tH © Shales catape saab whe ens 0D” ond ramet tse and radio SDPeRranCes fn ae es cone igh thant ted 
a / when he tried to buy pictures. So | " . NEW U STAGE BLOSSOMS a Dts echienaiteed |S selling also might be re- 
com 5 he couldn't afford to denounce the Tin Hats for Ritzes Hollywood, June 13. ' garded as fair. 
oe ‘Fy etapa from the convention Universal unveiled one of its two She’ll Tell All | Another change is that no limit to 
250 oor in the producer-distributor rep- new sound stages yesterday (Mon.) damages an exhibitor may suffer in 
resentatives’ presence as most ex- | Hollywood, June 13. for the opening sequence in ‘I Stole Hollywood, June 13. breaching a contract is provided, 
hibs would like to do, it was as-| Next for the Ritz Bros at 20th-Fox/|a Million,’ co-starring George Raft} Sally Eilers gets the femme lead’ whereas when the distributor breaks 
act serted. lis ‘Tin Hats,” a wartime comedy to} and Claire Trevor. |in RKO’s ‘Full Confession,’ which|a contract the arbitrator must not 
ble But Sieffes insisted that the inde-| be produced by Sol M. Wurtzel with Stage, made up as a peach or-|rolls next week with John Farrow | only find that he did commit breach 
KO- Pendent exhibitors would have to do' H. Bruce Humberstone directing. chard, was dedicated by Mischa | directing. and that it was also wilfully, arbi- 
hat their own fighting. He derided the| Jane Withers plays opposite the| Auer, unofficial mayor of Universal| Victor McLaglen and Joseph Cal- trarily and done virtually with 
nis (Continued on page 20) freres. City. 'Jeia share the top male spots. | (Continued on page 20) 
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Usual Pre-New Selling Season’s Plaints—But Current 


Conditions Increasing 


Paradoxes of the Old 


Scope — Some Funny 


Cry 





Stepping into line for adjustments | for readjustments on their contracts. 
under film contracts, a line that be-| Exhibitors have been resorting to 


gins forming each year about this | 


time, may become longer than in 
many seasons. 
bution circles is backed by the re- 
quests some companies have already 


received, and the threat which is| 


wrapped up in sudden poor box- 
office conditions, the two Fairs and 
failure of some pictures to live up 
to expectations. 

The wailing for adjustments, can- 
cellations and other concessions is 
expected to be intense, particularly 
in territories which are hardest hit 
at the present time and have been 
below normal during the whole cur- 
rent (1938-39) season. It is never 
unusual for exhibitors to cry wolf 
around this time when all the ma- 
jors are preparing to sign them up 
for another season’s product, and 
frequently many compromises are 
made in order to get a new contract, 
but this summer, with the many ar- 
guments the accounts have to fall 
back on (not forgetting that their 
feet are out of their shoes), the tussle 
On adjustments should be terrific. 

These overtures for recision, ren- 
tal, abatements, credits, etc., are ex- 
pected to affect some companies 
more than others, each case being 
dependent on how the product for 
*38-"39 was sold, how the pictures 
were bracketed, what guarantees 
were made, and how the pictures 
performed at the b.o. The new prod- 
uct lineup, as laid out on paper, also 
figures, since an exhib may have 
had bad luck with a given distrib’s 
pictures this season, but may be in- 
clined to the view, along with the 
distrib, that the coming year’s output 
will be better, plus conditions. 


May Hit Some Harder 

The companies that oversold ac- 
counts, or failed on high-bracket 
product, or off-business maybe not 
through any fault of the films them- 
selves, may look for the greatest 
number of adjustment applications. 
Others which have had even worse 
luck by not getting ‘A’ product 
through right and instead of forcing 
it at high rental terms has, prior to 
release, dropped the pictures into 
lower brackets or as flats, will no 
doubt have fewer complaints. They 
will all get their requests, however, 
from h.o. distribution executives 
down through the branch managers 
and salesmen, with latter likely to 
have to try to get a lot from the h.o. 
in the way of '38-'39 product conces- 
sions in order to get a good new 
season’s (’39-’40) deal through. 

A couple companies are in an ad- 
vantageous position to meet the 
squawks for adjustments under the 
current ’38-’39 contracts, and to force 
through satisfactory deals for the 
coming year, but they will also prob- 
ably run into a lot of pleading among 
exhibitors for a little better edge in 
the matter than they may be en- 
titled to. The tough theatre land- 
lords who won’t cut on leases, the 
various kinds of tax garroting that 
figures, cries that the baby needs 
new shoes, and strategy in being 
seen by a film salesman only when 
the oldest suit is on the back, etc.— 
all will probably come into play. 

A home office division manager 
relates a case where his company 
had tried to sell an exhib for some 
time, without result. He stepped in, 
made a date with the weeping exhib 
and felt so sorry after the latter 
showed how his feet were nearly out 
of his shoes, that he okayed a con- 


tract at a substantial reduction in 
rental. 


The next day the sales executive, | 
in the home town of the exhib, went | 


to a swanky party. When the exhib 
of the day before drove up in a 
shiny Lincoln, dressed in the height 
of fashion, the salesman was nearly 
bowled over. Before he had a chance 
to say anything, the exhib popped: 

‘But believe me, I didn’t get it 
from pictures.’ 





Crying Wolf Paradoxical 
With Northwest Exhibs 


Minneapolis, June 6. 
With business off throughout this 
territory, .local film exchanges are 
getting a record number of requests 


‘ 


This fear in distri- | 





novel tactics as well as to tears to 
emphasize the ‘justice’ of their de- 
mands. Harold B. Johnson, Univer- 
sal branch manager, is authority for 
the statement that one day an inde- 
pendent theatre owner actually 
turned up on Film Row in his bare- 
feet. His story was he just couldn't 
afford shoes—times are that tough. 
They’re also telling one about an 
exhibitor who shows up with a 
ragged suit that has a rent up the 
back. Some of the boys claim 
they’ve been seeing him around his 





itheatre and out of business hours 
| looking like a fashion plate. 

In his column in the Journal last 
week, Merle Potter, film editor, told 
of the ‘wailings’ of exhibitors around 
the Twin City Variety club, adding 
the confidential note: ‘Variety club 
‘members, most of whom operate 
| theatres, throw the most sumptuous 
parties given in this town.’ 

Exchange heads cite the case of 
one Twin City independent exhibitor 
who had been claiming he couldn’t 
meet his film bills, but who recently 
purchased the 600-seat theatre that 
he had been leasing. 


REP TO FINISH 12 
PICTURES BY AUG. 1 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Production at Republic reaches its 
peak within the next six weeks, with 
seven features and five westerns on 
the 1938-39 program to be completed 
by Aug. 1. Currently only two films, 
‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ and 
‘Colorado Sunset,’ are in work. 

Other features slated to go are 
‘State Highway Patrol,’ ‘Hit Parade,’ 
‘Calling All Marines, ‘Probation 
Nurse,’ ‘Flight at Midnight’ and ‘The 
Girl from God’s Country.’ Westerns 
on the sked are ‘In Old Monterey,’ 
‘Three Mesquiteers,’ ‘Raiders of the 
Wastelands,’ ‘In Gld Cheyenne’ and 
‘Wall Street Cowboy.’ 

Rep’s Suit on 12 Pix 

Republic Pictures has filed suit in 
N. Y. federal court against Federal 
Film Co., Inc., and Frank J. Whit- 
tle, claiming the unauthorized ex- 
hibition of 12 pictures belonging to 
them. Rep. asserts that it secured 
these films from the Cajo Co., Inc., 
on April 30, 1937. The films are 
‘Beware of Ladies,’ ‘The Bold Cabal- 
lero, ‘Down to the Sea,’ ‘Follow 
Your Heart,’ ‘Sitting on the Moon,’ 
‘Hearts in Bondage,’ ‘The Painted 
Stallion’ (12 reels), ‘Undersea King- 
dom’ (reels 7-12), ‘The President’s 
Mystery’ and ‘Federal Agent.’ 

An injunction, $250 damages for 
each exhibition, and an accounting of 
profits are sought. 











Appeal 1 of Manton’s 
Rulings in Fox Theatres 


The Circuit Court of appeals in 
New York reserved decision Friday 
(9) on the appeal from the decision 
of former Judge Martin T. Manton, 
taken by the Trust Company of 
Georgia, in which its claim of 
$1,053,646, against Fox Theatres 
Corp., was reduced to $400,000, and 
allowed as an unsecured claim. 

The claim was based on the rent 
of theatre premises in Atlanta by 
Fox, and the plaintiff, while not ob- 
jecting to the reduction, insists on a 
priority right, which would entitle 
it to full payment, rather than ap- 
| proximately 20%. 


Con. Labs Settles Strike 


Strike of film laboratory workers’ 
union, Local 702, at Consolidated 
Film Industries plant last Thursday 
(8) was settled within 24 hours with 
new contract handed them. Picket- 
ing of plant at Ft. Lee, starting at 6 
p.m. Thursday, inconvenienced and 
delayed Universal newsreel when it 
was trying to rush prints of the 
king and queen's visit to Washing- 
ton. 

Consolidated lab workers had been 
under.a contract signatured~- orig- 
inally about two years ago. 


























PICTURES 


EXHIBS’ LINE AT THE WAILING WALL 
LOOKS 10 BE LONGER THIS SEASON 





In Focus 





Hollywood, June 13. 
Metro claims a new high for 
the number of camera and still 
men at work, a total of 102. 
Studio has 10 features and two 
shorts in work. 








DuPont Income Boots 


Pathe Net to $9,901, 
Ist Quarter; Loew's 50c 


Pathe Film Corp. net profit for 
first quarter this year ended March 
31 amounted to $9,901, with dividend 
income received from DuPont Film 
Mfg. Co. representing the biggest net 
income item. Total amount received 
from all companies in dividends 
totalled $35,056, the bulk of this from 


DuPont. Pathe Film loss from ac- 
tual operations amounted to $21,804 
despite film developing and printing 
sales income of $168,534. 

Report noted that operating assets 
and liabilities of Pathe Film were 
taken over by Pathe Laboratories, 
Inc., last Feb. 27, and that future 
statements of Pathe Film no longer 
will reflect such operations. 

Item of $156,769 for operating ex- 
pense was high compared with sales 
revenue for the first three months, 
because DuPont Film, on which 
Pathe Film leans heavily for earn- 
ings, showed a net profit for the 
same period that was about $66,000 
greater than in the same quarter 
last year. Pathe Film owns 35% of 
DuPont film common, making its 
portion of these earnings amount to 
$138,000 as against $115,000 in 1938. 

Of this total, the company reported 
that $103,000 was undistributed in 
the first quarter this year as against 
$80,000 in 1938. Consequently, only 
initial quarterly statement. 

Loew’s, Inc. directors declared 
regular 50c quarterly plus 50c extra 
dividend on the common stock at the 
meeting last Wednesday (7). Both 
declarations are payable June 30 to 
stock on record, June 20. This makes 
$1.50 which has been paid or declared 
payable on Loew’s common already 
this year. 








NEW SOUNDFILM DEVICE 


Highly Touted In Midwest For 
Speedy Playbacks 








Cleveland, June 13. 

Phonograph and_ soundfilm re- 
cording may be revolutionized by a 
new invention perfected by the 
Brush Development Co. of Cleveland. 
It simplifies the complicated process 
by magnetically recording voice, 
music or any other sound on steel 


tape. So foolproof is the machine, 
according to Dr. J. S. Begun, inven- 
tor, that a high school student can 
operate it. Most unique feature is 
its speed, enabling play-backs to be 
made a minute after the recording is 
finished. 

First general exhibition of inven- 
tion is taking place this week in 
Chicago at the national radio parts 
show. Large-scale production plans 
are being started at the same time 
at the Brush Lab here. It is being 
designed, according to A. L. Williams 
prez, to supplement both wax disc 
phonographs and sound-film record- 
ings, besides opening a new field in 
educational and advertising fields. 

Value to Hollywood is placed high¢ 
est, since the magnetic tape does not 
require any processing, and does not 
wear out, or break. Not only does it 
permit breaking into any section of 
a given recording, declared Williams, 
but it also allows recorder to erase 
as much as desired and substitute a 
new section of sound. 

Principle perfected for practical 
purposes by Begun follows the one 
defined by Waldemar Poulsen 40 
years ago. Considered an improve- 
ment over a similar device tried out 
by several European broadcasting 


companies, it uses a continous belt 
of steel tape one-eigth of inch wide 
and three-thousands of an inch thick 
which is driven over machine’s rub- 
ber roilers by electric motor at rate 
!of three-and-half féet per second. 
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More Coin for Trust-Busting 





Washington, June 13, 


Dilatory tactics of the film majors have exasperated the Government, 
but the trust-busters also have wounded Congressional holders of the 
purse-strings by their broad crusade against pictures and other indus- 


tries, 


This was revealed Monday (12) when the Senate approved the 


State-Commerce-Justice appropriation bill boosting funds for enforce. 


ment of the anti-trust statutes. 


Difficulties experienced in breaking monopolies recited recently 
during closed hearings, Senate Appropriations Committee disclosed, 
Records of testimony showed Prof. Thurman Arnold, assistant attorney 
general, citing the New York film suit as one of the reasons why it is 
necessary to grant bigger appropriations for trust-busting work, 


‘In New York we are prosecuting the movies,’ Arnold wailed. 


‘We 


ought to have an expediting court there, because we are getting one 
motion after another, which takes just about five months to decide.’ 

The Senate Committee reacted favorably to the Administration idea 
of upping funds for anti-trust law enforcement to $1,300,000 but put 
check on the D. J. by specifying that none of the cash can be used to 


open regional offices. 
reduced by establishing field 


While Arnold maintained expenses would be 
headquarters, 


the watchdogs of the 


Treasury feared that, once opened, the branches never would be closed, 
This clause must be accepted by the House before it becomes effective, 
nullifying Arnold’s recent steps to decentralize enforcement operations. 








soccer neces simi 


Alperson’s $135,644 Suit Vs. Hammons’ 
Cos.; Educatl-GN's New Financing 


Edward L.  Alperson, 
president and general sales 
ager of Grand National Pictures, Inc., 
filed a $135,644 action against E. W. 


and Grand National Pictures, 
in N. Y. federal court 
(Tuesday). 

Alperson charges breach of a five- 
year contract entered into Oct. 1, 
1938, subject to termination at the 
end of any year by six months’ 
prior notice. Under the contract he 
was placed in charge of distribution 
at $1,000 weekly, plus 14,000 shares 
of common stock, payable in quar- 
terly installments during the first 
year, plus the same amount of extra 
stock as Hammons might receive. He 
was also to get living expenses while 
on the road. 

It is alleged that Grand National 
breached the contract the week of 
January 21, 1939, and paid him noth- 
ing until his resignation on Feb. 18. 
They also refused to allow him to 
perform his duties. He is asking 
$35,525 from them plus 10,000 shares 
of common stock. 

Alperson is also asking $100,000 
from Hammons and Educational 
charging that they failed to deliver 
pictures to Grand National, thus 
preventing him from carrying out 
his part of the contract in selling 
them, and also that they interfered 
generally with him. 


New Financing Plan 


Stockholders of Educational Pic- 
tures, Inc., and Grand National Pic- 
tures, Inc., will be asked to ratify 
a proposed readjustment of the cor- 
porate and financial structures of 
both companies on June 22. Through 
Sam Spring, attorney, E. W. Ham- 
mons, president of the two com- 
panies, has worked out negotiations 
with Felt & Co., a newly organized 
Wall Sreet underwriting and financ- 
ing group, on a plan of reorganiza- 
ion. Purpose of the new undertak- 
ing, involving turnover of control of 
the companies to outside financiers 
for a three-year period, is intended 
to make possible new working capi- 
tal and lineup of pictures. 

Roughly, $1,000,000 is said to be in- 
volved under the Felt plan. Under- 
writing group is headed by Irving 
M. Felt, who is also head of the 
Eastport Securities Corp. which may 
participate in the financing, and 
Walter Rich, e::-president of Vita- 
phone Pictures. 

Although voting control of Grand 
National stock will be vested in new 
holders of a $160,000 collateral pro- 
missory note, to be issued and se- 
cured by Educational an? Grand Na- 
tional for a three-year period, E. W. 
Hammons is to be retained in his 
present capacity, on a basis of 
$10,000 annual salary plus 15% of 
the profits, up to an aggregate of 
$75,000 annually. 

Loans of $160,000 and $40,000 to 
Educational are to be set up imme- 
diately upon ratification of the plan, 
by Felt & Co., to be followed by 
a revolving credit fund of $750,000 
over a three-year period. This lat- 
ter sum would presumably be util- 
ized toward the production of pic- 
tures which Grand National will 
distribute. 

A further agreement with Lloyd 
Wright, GN trustee, is to be worked 
out extending the time within which 
Educational had obligated itself to 
repurchdase $300,000 of 5% preferred 


Inc., 
yesterday 


i 


former;stock of Grand National Pictures, 
man- | Inc. 


Felt Co., organized last January, 


| lists 29-year-old Irving M. Felt as 
Hammons, Educational Pictures, Inc., | 


its sole proprietor. Formed to une 
derwrite organizations for investe 
ment; to negotiate industrial cone 
solidations and to engage in corpor- 
ate reorganization work. 


‘ROMAN SCANDALS’ SUIT 
MUST GO TO A TRIAL 


The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
New York Monday (12) reversed a 








| ruling made by Federal Judge John 


| 





M. Woolsey on July 7, 1938, and or- 
dered the $1,000,000 action of Clara 
Dellar and Robert Louis Shayon 
against United Artists Corp., Samuel 
Goldwyn, Inc., Goldwyn and Eddie 
Cantor back to the Federal court for 
trial. 

In dismissing the action Judge 
Woolsey had found no similarity be- 


| tween the plaintiff’s play, ‘Oh Shah,’ 


and the film, ‘Roman Scandals,’ 
which was asserted to be a plagiar- 
ism of the play. 

The circuit court found that the 
Federal judge had not seen the pic- 
ture, and had based his ruling on 
an examination of the cutting con- 
tinuity of the picture. This was not 
sufficient, the court found, and the 
case must be tried over again, 





WB-RKO-Fabian’s N. Y. 
Clearance Protested 


Complaining against clearance in 
upstate situations in which Warner 


‘Bros, RKO and Fabian operates, a 


committee of independent exhibi- 
tors, members of Allied of New 
York, will huddle with executives 
in N. Y. Wednesday (21), Exhibs 
are aggrieved over the protection 
period in Albany, Schenectady and 
Troy which is given by distributors 
doing business with the chains. 

Upstate group will meet with H. 
M. Richey, director of exhibitor re- 
lations for RKO; Si Fabian, head 
of the Fabian interests; Moe Silver, 
upstate zone manager for WB; and 
Thornton Kelly, secretary of Allied 
Theatre Owners of N. Y. 


Col’s Two to Go 


Hollywood, June 13. 
With only two of its 25 features 
left to be made, Columbia plans to 
finish its 1938-39 quota within 
three weeks. Remaining two are 
‘Five Little Peppers and How They 
Grew’ and ‘Prison Surgeon.’ 


Five 1939-40 pictures before the 
cameras are ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington,’ ‘Golden Boy,’ ‘Coast 
Guard,’ ‘Blondie Takes a Vacation’ 
and paren with Kit Carson,’ a 
seriai, 











WB’s ‘Hornblower’ 
‘Captain Horatio Hornblower,’ 
current best-seller by C. S. Forrester, 
has been purchased by Warners for 
a reported $45,000 price. 
The author jis coming from Eng- 


land to work on the adaptation. 
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‘Liven Up Those Dummies’ 





Four hundred mangled figures lay on the battlefield of Atlanta, shat- 


tered by shot and shell. 


‘Gone With the Wind’ on Dave Selznick’s back lot. 
the Screen Actors Guild took a closer gander at one of the figures and 


discovered it was only a dummy. 


‘War, he declared, ‘is what General Sherman said it was. 
see that these dummies have not died in vain!’ 
back to the SAG headquarters and started another war. 
take it from the SAG proclamation, all dead soldiers on Hollywood 
battlefields must be played by live extras at $8.25 per day. 

Meanwhile, the Guild is trying to collect back pay for the dummies, 
who not only fell in battle but lay all night under the open sky. 


means overtime. 


They were the last remnants of a regiment in 


Hollywood, June 13. 


An emissary of 


I'm gonna 
With that he went 
From now on, 


That 








Femme Stars’ Trio of Broadway 
Hits in Film Sale Negotiations 


r’ 





Although Hollywood buys are 
pending for three current Broadway 
hits, none of the deals has yet been 
clinched. Shows are Philip Barry’s 
‘The Philadelphia Story,’ at the Shu- 
bert; Lillian Hellman’s ‘The Little 
Foxes,’ at the National, and S. N. 
Behrman’s ‘No Time for Comedy,’ at 
the Barrymore. All three have 
femme stars, respectively Katherine 
Hepburn, Tallulah Bankhead and 
Katharine Cornell, All three plays 
are handled by Brandt & Brandt. 


Miss Hepburn, who already owned 
@ large share of the legit show, 
bought the screen rights to ‘Story’ 
on a straight percentage deal calling 
for a down payment of $30,000 and 
bonuses up to a possible $100,000. 
Paramount and Metro are reported 
dickering for transfer of the rights, 
the former on identical terms as 
Miss Hepburn’s buy and Metro on a 
straight purchase arrangement. Both 
deals are said to be hot, but neither 
is riveted, 

Miss Hellman, who has a screen 
writing contract with Samuel Gold- 
wyn to adapt any work that appeals 
to her, is understood favoring him 
in the negotiations for her ‘Foxes.’ 
She is handling the deal herself and 
has received an offer from Goldwyn, 
but the amount is not revealed. Her 
previous click, ‘Children’s Hour,’ 
was filmed by that studio. Miss 
Bankhead is anxious to re-enact her 
Stage part if the play is filmed, but 
no decision is indicated on th.t ques- 
tion. Actress was in pictures some 
years ago, but did not fare well and 


would like to go back in a strong 
Vehicle. 


Bidding for ‘Comedy’ is under- 
Stood considerably less brisk than 
for the other two plays, but a couple 
of offers have been received, How- 
ever, the Playwrights’ Co., produc- 
ers of the Behrman piece, have al- 
ready rung up two record picture 
sales this season, ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ and ‘The American Way,’ 
both bought by Max Gordon-Harry 
M. Goetz on percentage deals in- 


volving guarantees of more than 
225,000 each. 


3 M-G Pix Based on Stage 
Plays Work; 2 Readied 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Three pictures based on stage 
Plays are currently in production at 
Metro, a fourth is ready to shoot 
and a fifth in preparation. 

‘The Women,’ ‘Babes In Arms’ 
and ‘On Borrowed Time’ are before 
the cameras; ‘Susan and God’ is 
next on the list, and ‘Journey’s End’ 
Is being scripted. 


Mack Sennett Acting 


Hollywood, June 13. 
‘Falling Stars’ company at 20th- 
Fox has been split into two units, 
Irving Cummings directing the 
Serious sequences and Mal St. Clair 

handling the comics. 
Mack Sennett, technical advisor. 
has ‘been written in as an actor. 
playing himself. It’s a cavalcade of 











Holly wood. 





| ter,’ the last film to win notoriety 











N.Y. Regents Uphold Ban 
On ‘Polygamy’; Appeal Pa. 
Censorship of ‘Ecstasy’ 


New York Regents committee 
Monday (12) upheld the previous 
ban placed on ‘Polygamy’ by the 
state censors, headed by Irwin Es- 
mond. Film, distributed in New 
York by Syndicate Exchange, was | 
termed ‘sacrilegious.’ 
viously received the seal of the 
Hays office and is the first such set- 
back handed an MPPDA-approved 
film since Joe Breen joined the of- 
fice as ‘purifier’ in 1934. 

Warners’ ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- 


On a censorial ban, was later ap- 
proved by the Regenis. 
will meet on Friday to consider 
‘Polygamy,’ but it is expected that 
there will be no change in the film’s 
status, as no flicker ever nixed by 
its special reviewing committee has 
ever been passed by the Board. 
‘Polygamy’ has already been shown 
in many parts of the country and 
shortly will be exhibited in New 
Jersey. The censors noted none of 
its scenes as offensive or indecent. 
It recounts the story of the re- 
ligious cult which got news space 
about four years ago when its fol- 
lowers were convicted in Arizona of 
‘having from two to five wives.’ 
Breen’s approval was given on 
April 24. 





Fight ‘Ecstasy’ Ban 


Philadelphia; June 15, 


Court hearing on an appeal from 
a recent ban by the State Board of 
Censors on ‘Ecstasy’ was postponed 
today (Tuesday) until the reviewers 
have had an opportunity to get an- 
other gander at the pic. Appeal 
wil! come up again before Judge 
Otto R. Heiligman in Common Pleas 
court June 26. No testimony was 
taken today. 

Petition for the appeal was filed 
by Sam Cummings’ Eureka Produc- 
tions, Inc., of New York, the distrib. 
It contended that there is nothing 


It had pre- | 


Full board | 


AGENT TAK 





ACTORS MEL 


Code of Ethics Will Tabu 
Client Raids — Complete 


Draft for Vote of Mem- 


bers—Smaller %ers Not 








Happy Over SAG 

Licensing | 
C1IO’S MOVE-IN 

Hollywood, June 13. 

Plans to take over control of all 


film and radio agents will be rushed 
to completion this week by Screen | 
Actors Guild, following the action of 
Governor Olson in senate 
amendment to the State Labor Code. | 
The senate bill gives the actors full 
authority to arbitrate disputes be- | 
tween the bookers and their clients. 

The amendment as revised on the 


oo | 
sleing 
iInKins 


hole to appeal to the courts, but this 
will be eliminated by the SAG 
through its agreement with the Art- 
ists Managers Guild. The proposed 
contract between the two groups will 
provide that both the agents and 
actors must accept decisions of the 
arbitration board as final. 

The amendment as_ introduced 
provided that the SAG arbitration 


Olson follows: 

‘Notwithstanding sections 1626 and 
1647 of the Labor Code and section 
1280 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 
a provision in a contract providing 
for the decision by arbitration of 
any controversy under the contract 
or as to its existence, validity. con- 
struction, performance, nonperform- 
ance, breach, operation, continuance 
or termination, shall be valid: 

‘(a) If the provision is contained in 
a contract between an employment 
agency and a person from whom 
such employment agency under the 
contract undertakes to endeavor to 
secure employment. 

‘(b) If the provision is inserted in 
the contract pursuant to any rule, 
regulation, or contract of a bona fide 
labor union regulating the relations 
of its members to an employment 
agency. 

‘(c) If the contract provides for 


missioner of the time and place of 
all arbitration hearings, and, 

‘(d) If the contract provides that 
the Labor Commissioner or his au- 
thorized representative has the right 
to attend all arbitration hearings. 

‘Except as otherwise provided in 
this section any such arbitration 
shall be governed bv the provisions 
of Title X of Part III of the Code of 
Civil Procedure. 

‘If there is’ such an arbitration 
provision in such a contract, the 


employment agency agrees to refer 
any controversy between the appli- 


garding the terms of the contract to 





actually offensive in the film, but 


the Labor Commissioner for adjust- 


that a prejudice was created because | ment, and section 1647 shall not ap- 
of efforts of Fritz Mandel, munitions | ply to controversies pertaining to the 


manufacturer and former husband 
of Hedy Lamarr, who appears in the 
pic, to have it withdrawn. 

Unusual situation prevails con- 
cerning the nix placed on the film 
when it was originally given the o.o. 
April 3 of this year. Understood 
that it is because of this situation 
that the censors are taking another 
look. At that time, there were no 
actual members of the Censor Board 
serving. Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, who 
was named chairman of the board} 
by Governor James, hadn’t yet been 
confirmed by the Senate, so could 
take no official action. Turndown 
was issued by an employe of the old 
censor board who was specially 
‘deputized’ to view film in order not 
to hold up product. Question now 
is whether the Governor had any 
legal right to make such a depu- 





tization. 


contract.’ 
Ready for Membership Vote 
The agents raised a loud squawk 
over provisions in the rough draft 
of a licensing agreement drawn by 
Laurence W. Beilenson, SAG coun- 


sel. Demands were made for re-| 
vision of clauses pertaining to regu- | 
lation of an agent’s business. Beilen- 


son and Judge Byron C. Hanna, at- 
torney for the AMG, have been go- 
ing over the contract and it is now 
practically ready for submission to 
the two groups for membership ap- 
proval. 

It is understood the proposed code 
of ethics for agents will make it im- 
possible for one agent to raid an- 
other’s clients. Such action, if 
proved before joint SAG-AMG ar- 


SE . 


senate floor gives the agents a loop- | 


would replace jurisdiction of the 
courts, but the bill later was re- 
written. The amendment as finally | 


passed and approved by Governor | 


reasonable notice to the Labor Com- | 


contract need not provide that the | 


cant and the employment agency re- | 


EOVER READY 





Forgot to Tell Salesmen’: Philly 


Exhibs Aver Film Peddlers Still 


Tough on New Season Sales Terms 





Dark Victory 


Hollywood, June 13. | 
Shining light in Columbia's | 
golf tournament was the studio’s | 
Negro bootblack, Harry Martin, | 
who polished off the 14th witha | 
single swipe—the only hole-in- 
one in any film event. 
Bert McRae turned in 64 for 


| shorts, newsreels 
| features. There’s no actual demand, 


Philadelphia, June 13. 

Exhibs here are squawking that if 
the distribs are really serious in their 
avowed intention of going easier on 
the theatre ops this season, they've 
forgotten to tell their salesmen 
about it. 

First beef is on the announced 
plan of not requiring purchase of 
and trailers to get 


low net. Sam Briskin shot 70, |exhibs say, to buy the shorts, but 
Irving Briskin 75 and B. B. the salesmen in their artful way 
Kahane 76, all with generous’ | know how to make it apparent that 
handicaps. {it would be advisable. 





Quebec’s Shutdown 
Jams Both Cinemas In 
Levis, Across River 








Quebec City, June 13. 

Stand by the 11 picture houses 
here against the 10% amusement tax 
increase by the municipality remains 
firm and no compromises will be 
considered. Town has been picture- 
less for the past week. 

Mayor Lucien Borne is equally de- 
termined and states that no devia- 
ition from the city’s attitude will be 
made. 
| Meanwhile, citizens who are tired 
} of taking the air on Dufferin Terrace 
j}instead of taking in a show, are go- 
ing across the St. Lawrence to Levis. 
whose two houses are crammed 
every night. Ferry service of course 
jacks up the eventual! cost and is 
used by the Mayor to argue that 
| Quebeckers will be ready to meet 
lthe extra tax by paying advanced 
| prices in the theatres. 
| However, the Quebec houses tried 
_it out during the whole of the much 
'less attractive (outdoors) month of 
| May and it didn’t work, all of them 
being in the red that month. 


| 
ANTICIPATE NO PAR 
PROXY FIGHT JUNE 20 








| Paramount Pictures, Inc., 
mailed a supplemental proxy state- 
ment to all stockholders for the an- 
‘nual meeting of June 20 in accord- 


/ance with the Sccurities & Exchange 
|Commission rule which requires 
| specific naming of any and all secur- 
ities held by company directors. If 
this supplemental proxy statement, 
cost of which was not more than 
| $3,000 additional to the company, 
| had not been submitted, it was gen- 
erally recognized in financial circles 
that any stockholder might hae 
forced postponement of the meeting 
| since not compiying with the full 
| specifications of the SEC. 

Principal thing omitted in the orig- 
| inal proxy statement was designa- 
| tion of holdings for Neil Agnew, 
)John W. Hicks, Jr. and Adolph 
| Zukor. Legally, the compzny must 
| state that they do not hold stock in 


| the company rather than just over- | 


looking such designation. This has 
| been taken care of in the supple- 
mental proxy statement with a spe- 
| cial paragraph which reads: ‘Omis- 
sion to state in the Proxy State- 


|ment holdings for Messrs. Agnew, 


| Hicks and Zukor indicates that they | 


hold no stock in the Corporation. 


| Explanation sent to stockholders 
is that the supplemental proxy 
| statement was sent to supplement in- 
formation contained in the proxy 
statement dated May 12, this year. 
In another statement from Barney 
Balaban, it was pointed out that a 


is desired at the annual meeting. 





bitration board, would result in re- 
vocation of the agent’s license.. The 


(Continued on page 20) 


been indicated at first. 


has | 


large representation of stockholders | 


Second how] is on the score charge. 
True enough, exhibs say, the score 
charge is being dropped. But if a 
pic was formerly sold at $25 and the 
score charge was $2.50, salesmen are 
now allowing the score charge to be 
eliminated and ask $27.50 for the 
film 

Exhibs are asking, too, why the 
distribs in their new role of friendli- 
ness are demanding preferred play- 
ing time for certain pix when no 
'mention of such preferred time is 
| made in the controct. 

WB's Deals 

| Warners closed a deal with Wil- 
mer & Vincent for the entire lineup 
for 1939-40, including Vitaphone 
shorts and trailers, announces Carl 
Leserman, asst. general sales man- 
ager. W. & V. circuit has 18 thea- 
tres in Altoona, Easton, Harrisburg, 
Allentown, Norfolk and Richmond. 
Contract signed by Roy Haines, Rob- 
ert Smeltzer and W. G. Mansell, for 
| Warners, and Joseph Eagan and 
| Frank Fowler, for the circuit. 

Deals have been signed and ap- 
proved for Warner Bros. product, 
| including features, shorts and trail- 
| ers, for 11 spots in the middlewest 
where Warners sold in opposition 
to National Theatres. Pacts handled 
by Ben Kalmus; western-southern 
manager of Warner Bros, Theatres 
sold are Howard, Arkansas City, 
Kan.; Cosmo, Booneville and Civic, 
Brookfield, Mo.; Main Street, Cha- 
nute, Kan.; Electric, Kansas City, 
Kan.; Family, Kirksville, Mo.; Mary 
Lou, Marshall, Mo.; Sosna, Mobile, 
Mo.; Cozy, Pittsburg, Kan.; Vogue, 
Salina, Kan., and Broadway, Council 
Bluffs, Ia. 

Rep. Into Bermuda 

Getting into Bermuda for the 
first time, Republic has closed a deal 
with the Colony chain there, call- 
ing for 26 features, 26 westerns and 
four serials on the °39-40 season, 
Grover C. Schaefer, v.p..of Rep, ne- 
gotiated the contract with Charles 
|B. Monks, of the Colony group. 


F&M’S PAR, L. A., UP 


| 


| FOR 10-YR. RENEWAL 


| 


| A long term renewal of the oper- 
ating agreernent between Paramount 
and Fanchon & Marco to cover the 
Paramount, Los Angeles, is in nee 
gotiation, with an early closing ex- 
| pected. Final details will probably 
| be worked out on return from Los 
| Angeles the end of the week of 
Barney Balaban. 

Nezotiations have been carried on 
by Sam Dembow, Jr., v.p. of Fan- 
chon & Marco with Balaban and 
Paramount attorneys. New deal 
under discussion is for a 10-year 
| period, following expiration of pres- 
|} ent agreement Sept. 1, next. 

L. A. Par, which has the Par first- 
run franchise in that key, is owned 
by Par but has been operated by 
| F&M for several years, 


Her Light Glows 


Hollywood, June 19. 
Muriel Angelus makes her film de- 
but opposite Ronald Colman in ‘The 








| 
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It now appears that there will be | Light That Failed’ at Paramount. 
| no strenuous proxy fight at the an- 
; nual stockholders’ confab as had 


Actress was signed. while playing 
in ‘The Boys From Syracuse’ on 
Broadway. 
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‘Maisie’ Is in Town 
But No One Knows 
Who or Where She Is 





Harrisburg, June 13. 

‘Who is Maisie?’ was the question 
on everybody’s lips as a result of the | 
campaign put over by Sam Gilman, | 
manager of Loew’s Theatre, for its 
test showing there. Gilman, assisted | 
by James Ashcraft of M-G’s field | 
staff, exploited ‘Maisie’ on a note 0 
hilarity. 

Starting two weeks in advance of 
playdate, the columnists of all three 
daily newspapers, receiving such 
‘gifts’ as candy, armbands and flowers | 
from ‘Maisie,’ gave the mysterious | 
benefactor a big play in their 
columns, all in good-natured, joshing 
fashion. 

For three days, personals were in- 
serted in the papers, seeking infor- 
mation as to ‘Maisie’s’ whereabouts, 
referring to her as an ‘explosive | 
blonde’ and asking readers to tele- 
phone ‘Slim,’ at the theatre number. 
Then, as a follow-up, ‘Maisie’ re- | 
plied in personals that she had seen 


theatre the day of the opening. 
Fifty of the city’s newsstands were | 


furnished with sun helmets, bright| he explained the clause in the pact that covered pro- 
red wooden chairs with backs, and | tests against alleged unfair clearance and the machin- 


paper weights the size of bricks, all | 
carrying copy. The stands are on} 
corners and the chairs were so 
placed that the legend on the back 
could be read by pedestrians and 
passing motorists. The stunt, of | 
course, afforded the stand attendants | 
rest while at work. 

A bench placed in front of the 
theatre two days before the opening 
also attracted a great deal of atten- 
tion. Several boys were hired to sit 
on the bench, on back of which was 
a sign reading: ‘We are waiting to see 
*‘Maisie’.’ 

Stickers, bumper strips on auto- 
mobiles, badges, window cards, trick 
folders, radio broadcasts rounded out 
the highly successful campaign. 

Another stunt was Bob Sidman’s 
use of Uncle Sam’s property as bill- 
board space for ‘The Mikado.’ Sid- | 
man, manager of the Senate, sent | 
out about 200 over-size postcards, too 
large to fit in corner mailboxes. Had 
his employes, legitimately, hang the 
cards by an attached string to the 
boxes, thereby making of each box 
an ad for the picture, and incident- 
ally playing hob with the post office. 


KIDS DANCE AND SING 
FOR THOSE WHO CAN'T 


Atlanta, June 13. 
Eleventh annual Kiddie Revue, 
sponsored by Atlanta Masonie club 
for benefit of Scottish Rite Home for 
Crippled Children, gave Eddie Pen- 
tecost, of Loew’s Grand theatre, 








rental. 


| ance. 





chance to get off the beaten path of 
exploitation and get in some in- 
cidental good licks for ‘Bridal Suite,’ 
with which young ams were coupled. | 

Pentecost planted a contest with | 
Hearst’s Georgian and Sunday Amer- , 
ican in which candid camera fans | 
were invited to Kiddie Revue re- | 
hearsals to take shots of talent going 
through their paces, cash prizes be- | 
ing awarded for best shots and 
pienty of passes for runnersup. 


Considering that theatre clearance 


ical brother, zoning, constitute the very essence of 
the financial structure of the film industry, it is an 
amazing fact that there exist so many divergent views 
about these twins, even among distributors and ex- 
' hibitors of many years’ experience. 
Clearance, as understood in the trade, denotes the 
| time period between the last day of exhibition of a 
| film at a specific theatre and the opening day of its run 
in a house within a recognized competitive area. 
extent of the area is the protected territory. 
rentals asked by distributors and paid by exhibitors 
¢| depend upon the length of clearance as negotiated. 
' The longer the period of clearance, the higher the 
That, at any rate, is the theory and, generally 
| speaking, its application is the basis of business rela- 
tions between buyer and seller. 

Not all, but a very large part, of the prevailing dis- 
sension between distributing and exhibiting branches 
| of the industry revolves around the subject of clear- 
More vocal hours have been devoted to the mat- 
| ter than to any other phase of industry relations. And 
the cold, clear fact remains that the problems of clear- 
| ance are as unsolved today as when they first engaged 
| the animated attention of two exhibitors and a film 
salesman upon the birth of feature exhibiting nearly 
| 30 years ago. 


In addressing the New York Allied 


outlining the provisions of the projected code of fair 
; | practices, William F. Rodgers, chairman of the dis- 
Slim’s ad and would meet him at the | tributors’ committee, declared that the sole right to 


negotiate for clearance rested with 
that they would not forego that rig 


ery set up to hear and adjudicate si 
arbitration. 
board shall be a representative 


the knottiest problems handled by 


the code authority, on appeal, concerned disputes be- 
tween theatres on the clearance issue. 
tempts were made repeatedly to encompass the whole 
question by forthright statement in a set of rules and 
Finally, some such 


regulations covering clearances. 
rules were developed by a Code Au 


and sales managers of all the film companies, but there 
never was unanimity even among so small a group, 





THRONGS TO BOXOFFICE 


Minneapolis, June 13. 
As proof that present poor thea- 





tre business is not due to any loss in | 


popularity by films, the trade here 
is citing the fact that more than 
20,000 people were attracted down- 
town by the State theatre’s offer to 
admit anybody free to see ‘Lucky 
Night’ on presentation of a four-leaf 
clover last Monday night. 

Frank Steffys, State manager, had 
no idea that the four-leaf clovers 
were so plentiful here when he con- 
ceived the baliyhoo. The four-leaf 
clover throng stormed the house and 
overflowed into the street for a 
block. Eleven policemen were re- 
quired to handle the traffic. When 
the last show for the night started 
and the big overflow was informed 
that it wouldn’t be able to gain ad- 
mission there was a near riot. 


Finding Novel Ways 
To Give Out Passes 








Harrisburg, June 13. 
Safe driving theme was played up 


One member of the proposed arbitration 
of 
since any shift in prevailing contracts which might 
affect one company actually affects all companies. 
During the administration of the NRA code some of 


GIVEAWAYS BRING BIG | 


By John C. Flinn 





and its geograph- 


ness careers. 


entire territories. 


The 
Film 
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all of whom knew their subject backwards and had 
dealt with clearance problems throughout their busi- 


Nearest the body approached some 


California schedule was to have become effective. 


CLEARANCE CAN’T BE TAMED 


What was discovered in 
hearings, arguments, pleadings and just plain gab was 
the fact, uttered prophetically at the very beginning of | 
the Code Administration by one sales manager, that | 


the course of months of 


OWMANSHIP 


Endorses Dr. List’s 


For 18 months the Code Authority struggled with | 
clearance and sought to perfect workable schedules for 


a 


a 





Demand for Better 
Film Ady. Psychology 


Defiance, O., June 10. 





consummation of the work was in the Los Angeles | Editor, Variety: 
section, and the Supreme Court decision nullifying | 
NRA was reached on the very day that the Southern 


There is plenty of importance in 


the letter by Psychologist J. S. List 
| as appeared in your issue of May 24, 
| Mr. List rips apart and tears asunder 
' the stereotyped style of motion pic- 


clearance was something which no group could cap- | 


right. 


aspects, unlike in 
ditions. 


contribution. 


ture, tame and tie down to a given set of rules. He was | 
Every competitive situation brought before lo- 
cal and appeal boards presented unique and peculiar 


some essentials any other set of con- 


has created the process of collecting film rentals, and 


States group and 
intervals of time. 
distributors, and 


ht. Subsequently 


ich complaints by 
Los Angeles, for 


all distributors, 


local boards and 


Earnest at- 


theatres. 
thority committee 


It was he who devised the scheme by 
quence of runs depended upon film rentals paid, in- 
stead of boxoffice admission prices, as the determining 
factor of clearance. 
to definition and rule, and so elastic is it in practice 
that several large centers of exhibition—Chicago and 


has made possible the successful operation of theatres 
playing similar attractions, although spaced at varying 


which se- 


And yet, so contrary is clearance 


instance—operate under a schedule 


of runs and clearance dependent upon admission prices. 

All of which preambles the observation that clear- 
ance is something which reacts, when approached too 
confidently, very much like a buzz-saw. 
a calm smile, peculiar to man-eating crocodiles. 
radical ideas now prevailing in the industry that all 
clearances by some hokus-pokus may be shortened, or 
even abolished, are likely to be quickly revised when 
the proponents attempt some panacea to a group of 


It also wears 
And 


Individual instances of unfair clearance, or protec- 
tion over a territory beyond what is right and reason- 
able, should be adjusted. Thus far, and no further. 





Panaceas 


Howard Dietz says business in 
| the Broadway houses has been so 
bad lately that the managers are 
considering a plan to show the 
films in the open air in order 
to drive people into the thea- 
} tres. 
} Another trade observer on 
| the high quality of recent film 
shorts suggests the distribs sell 
the briefies and force the fea- 
tures, 





‘Epidemic Scare Has 
Syra. Scratching for Biz 


Syracuse, June 13. 
Current small-pox scare in Syra- 
cuse, resulting from an epidemic 


centering around Onondaga County 
penitentiary, kicked the bottom out 
of box-office receipts last week and 
local managers are heaving sighs of 
relief as the near-panic of the popu- 
lace abates. 


With some 60,000 persons in the 
,city—out of 240,000—rushing to 
clinics for vaccinations and spending 
' the next couple of days displaying 
‘vaccination scratches, theatres and 














With kid show offering plenty of by John Rogers in plugging Colum- other public gathering places were 


pic pcssibilities and since good sized | 
cut of box office take went to hos- | 
pital, all three local papers were 


generous in their space allotments. | having stencilled on sidewalks at | 


bia’s ‘Only Angels Have Wings.’ He 


! gained considerable attention by | 


generally shunned. 

Syracuse papers did their best to 
_allay fears of the chicken-hearted, 
all of them plugging quotes from 


| 


Same was true of four Atlanta radio | downtown intersections: ‘Only Angels ‘health officials that people should go 
stations, all of which chipped in) Have Wings—Watch Traffic Lights.’| about their business, recreation and 
good hunks of time. Into all of this'| He also distributed 5,000 doorknob | amusements as though nothing un- 
copy, Pentecost inserted his ‘Bridal | hangers bringing out the safe driving | toward had occurred. It took several 
Suite’ plugs, which helped pie no angle, and tied up with John Van days for the message to get home, 


end. 





Canadian Showmen | 
After Tourist Trade 


Winnipeg. June 13. | 
Local theatre managers really go- | 
ing out after the tourist trade. Cards 





and signs are to be found spotted all  Ploiting the 
over town and along the highways | idea that ‘you don’t have to see it to 
enjoy 


leading into the city. 
Leno Turaldo, of the Uptown, is | 


Cronkhite, radio columnist, to read 
off the license numbers of cars 
spotted for courteous driving. Own- 
ers were admitted cuffo. 


Rogers arranged house-to-house 
distribution of numbered tabloids. 


Outside the theatre he posted 100 | 


numbers which entitled holders to a 
pair of ducats. 

Bob Sidman, of the Senate, in ex- 
*Mikado’ emphasized the 
it—it’s 


so 


earfilling. He 


| however, 


Every downtown house is trying to 
recoup this week with special pro- 
motion, which the papers are also 
plugging. RKO-Schine has a smart 
| tie-up with local Rose Week celebra- 
tion, offering free admittance on cer- 
tain days to those presenting a bou- 
quet of roses at the theatre. Flowers 
_are then sent to various local hos- 
| pitals and public institutions. Loew’s 
|is plugging a hunt for ‘Syracuse’s 


| Tarzan Junior’ to tie up with latest, 
brought out this point, designed to | Tarzan release. 

plugging his ‘super house’ with ‘best | Plug the pic’s plentiful music, by | 
in Western Canada’ and ‘wide range | making a tie-up with the Harrisburg Sets’ 


Schine-Eckel has ‘The Sun Never 
and Manager Pat McGuire 


sound’ being given plenty of play in| Telegraph whereby 25 olind persons proved that the sun never sets on a 
the ads. House plays second run | were admitted free. Newspaper gave | theatre manager’s ingenuity by a 


after downtown spots. 
Harold Bishop, of the loop Capitol, | 


it plenty of human interest angle. 


Free ducats were also passed out 


| smart-tie-up and personal appear- 
ance schedule for Rollo Clark, a lad 


is going to the other side of the, on a “Man on the Street’ broadcast | who ate razor blades, fish-hooks and 
fence plugging central location and|to all who could name five tunes | ground glass—a stunt which drew a 


newly installed sound system, 


| from the operetta. 


; number of the baffled and curious. 





PRAISE FOR TEACHERS 
INSPIRED BY ‘MR. CHIPS’ 


New Orleans, June 13. 

Outstanding exploitation stunt for 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ (M-G) was en- 
gineered by Rodney D. Toups, man- 
ager of Loew’s State theatre. He 
tied in with The Item-Tribune in a 
search for a local counterpart of the 
film character, with result that he 
grabbed considerable news space. 
Stunt was to have readers suggest 
teachers or professors who most re- 
sembled the lovable Mr. Chips of 
the film. Letters poured in to the 
paper daily and the suggested names 
were printed. 

Aside from newspaper stories on 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ book stores 
displayed Hilton’s book along with 
stills from the film. 

Walt Dunn, blurbist for the Sanger 
theatre, grabbed off some newspaper 
space with art for opening of Re- 
public’s ‘Man of Conquest,’ through 
presentation of copy of film’s shoot- 
ing script to the New Orleans 
Public Library. Presentation was 
made by Leo Seichsnaydre, manager 
of the Republic exchange, to John 
Hall Jacobs, city librarian. Press 
photographers covered the event. 


No Philharmonic But 
Moppet Band Mops Up 


Tacoma, June 13. 

Ned Edris, Tacoma manager for 
Hamrick Theatres, has been build- 
ing good will and attracting atten- 
tion to his shows through sponsor- 
ship of a boy’s concert band, which 
started as a Mickey Mouse band a 
few years ago, and now has won na- 
tional attention. Band has 60 pieces, 
including six French horns, four bass 
horns, both unusual. Louis Wersen, 
superintendent of music at Tacoma 
schools, is director. He has a pri- 
mary or beginners’ band of 40 pieces. 

Lads are all under 15 years of age. 
Three or four times yearly they play 
at the Music Box theatre, and pack 
‘em in. They also go on CBS na- 
tional hookup, local station KVI, 
couple times a year for 30-minute 
concert. 

Band is getting smash biz. Boys 
get the training without cost, and 
are given merit awards, a season 
pass to the theatre. 

Plan is under way for Tacoma 
Times to sponsor the band, uniform 
them and get them ready for march 
work, with tour in prospect. 
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ture advertising that is, and has been 
prevalent all over the U. S. 

This writer is most pleased to 
hear this, inasmuch as psychology is 
seldom employed intelligently in 
marketing of pictures to the layman 
. pleased to hear this because it 
brings to the front one of the things 
which the industry pays for, but 


Eut the inventor of clearance as a trade practice, ;40es not receive—value for the ad- 
whoever he was, has made a most substantial business | Vertising dollar that is spent. 
When fair and reasonable, clearance has 
permitted the development of competitive exhibition, | it behooves a quotation from Flor- 


To further bear out this contention 


ence Fisher Parry writing for the 
Pittsburgh Press several years ago 
when she stated in part, ‘Let's get 
away from the old wolf, wolf story— 
this is a new era in motion pictures. 
Someone has to start a new line of 
publicity to suit the new regime. 
‘Names have been made to carry a 
poor picture; but that day is defi- 
nitely on the wane. The play's the 
thing. It is so in the theatre, and 
is fast becoming so in the movies. 
‘What we want to know now is: 
What kind of a picture is it? Is it 
well directed? Does it tell an in- 
telligent story? 


‘We're getting a new kind of 
‘glamour’ into our pictures, thank 
heaven; glamour that isn’t all sex 


and passion. 


“The glamour of human relation- 
ships; of family life; and we need a 
kind of publicity that suits this new 
regime. 

“When that happens, no longer 
will a screen play of real merit 
suffer; for the public, reading the 
advance stories and notices about 
it, will at last be ready to believe 
them.” 


There Mr. Editor is more of what 
Mr. List writes about. He states it 
can be done easily and this writer 
agrees with him—in fact will go one 
step further and suggest HOW. 


In copy and art work, in sentences 
and phrases and catchlines, let's 
keep the buyer of the tickets in mind 
even though it might hurt once in a 
while to tell the absolute truth about 
a picture. Forget the ‘I’ and the ‘We’ 
for awhile and concentrate on ‘You’ 
—the customer—and that new kind 
of publicity will have been estab- 
lished, 


This business needs more psy- 
chologists. 
E. E. Bair, 
Defiance Theatres. 


B. & K. HOUSES TIE-UP 
WITH ATLASS RADIO 


Chicago, June 13. 
Tie-up with all the Balaban & 
Katz theatres in Chicago has been 
arranged by both of the Ralph Atlass 
stations, WIND and WJJD. 


Stations are putting on nine 30- 
word announcements daily on each 
station, while Balaban & Katz the- 
atres (35 of ’em) are placing trailers 
on all screens telling their patrons 
to listen to the stations regularly. 
Theatres are also distributing 100,000 
handbills weekly among their pa- 
trons to plug both the theatre shows 
and the station programs, 


Robt. Donat’s Father 
Sees Son in ‘Mr. Chips’ 


New Haven, June 13. 


Incidental to the showing of ‘Good- 
bye, Mr. Chips,’ a special screening 
of the film was arranged by Harry 
Shaw and Matt Saunders at the 
home of Ernest Donat, father of the 
star, Robert Donat. Elder Donat, 83, 
lives on Waterbury road, near 
Bethany. 

Originally planned for Donat, pere, 
to attend the opening performance, 
bit illness prevented. Shaw sent the 
theatre’s projection staff to the 
family home and had screen and 
machines set up for the special run- 
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Welles- Bridal Strong $17,000, Chi; 
‘Conquest’ Heads for Nifty $13,000, 
Chinatown -Vaude Grows to $11,000 
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Chicago, June 13. 
Plenty of rain on the two opening 
days, and there were two sides to 
the question of the rain’s effect on 


business. While the showers kept a 
number of people off the streets, it 
also halted any weekend exodus, 
thus adding to boxoffice poten- 
tialities. 

Downtown there were three en- 
tries of importance, with probably 
the outstanding theatrical item being 
the personal of Orson Welles and 
troupe at the Palace. Indications are 
that Welles and co, will turn in 
okay trade for the house. 

Topping the films is ‘Man of Con- 
quest,’ .at the Roosevelt, with the 
western epic trend of recent days 


again indicating its boxoffice effi- 
cacy. The Apollo has ‘Young Mr. 
Lincoln, but doesn’t expect too 


much, already beginning a big ad- 
vance campaign for ‘Goodbye, Mr. 
Chips,’ which follows. The Chicago 
is holding over ‘Juarez,’ plus a new 
stage show, and looks for satisfying 
trade. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65)— 
‘Mr, Lincoln’ (20th). Pre-Civil War 
historical getting good comment and 
heading for $5,500, fair. Last week, 
‘Gorilla’ (20th) mediocre at $4,200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d week) and vaude. 
Tommy Riggs and Guy Robertson 
came in on the stage, supplementing | 








second week of the film. Holding to 
strong $28,000 after fine $34,000 last | 
week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— | 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2d run). Moved | 
here for third Loop session after a| 
fortnight in the Roosevelt. Will get 
$4,000, okay. Last week, ‘Rose’ | 
(20th) (2d run) finished to $3,900. | 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40 )— | 
‘Old Dark House’ (U) and ‘My Man | 
Godfrey’ (U) (reissues) and vaude. 
Adds up to average $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Made Her Spy’ (RKO) and 
‘Love of Money’ (U), $10,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) | 
—‘Bridal Suite’ 





liners. Good $17,000. Last week, 
‘Mikado’ (U) slid to meek $12,500. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep). Ap- 
— headed for satisfactory $13,000. 
ast week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) wound 
up second gallop to good $7,000. 
F State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
Chinatown’ (Par) and vaude. Grow- 
ing steadily to $11,000. Last week, 
Sgt. Madden’ (M-G) same pace at 
$11,200. 


‘WORLD’ LIVELY $6,000, 
GRACIE N.S.H., SEATTLE 


; Seattle, June 13. 
East Side Heaven’ holding into 
second week, after splendid opener 
at the Paramount. ‘Angels Have 
Wings.’ advertised as in final week, 
the fifth, at Liberty, has been socko 
all the way. ‘Mikado’ doing well at 
the Music Box, earning a_ third 
week, while ‘Captain Fury’ runs a 
moveover to the Blue Mouse. Take 
on the whole, however, has been on 
the weak side. 
Estimates for This Week 
‘ Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42 )—‘Fury’ (UA) and 
ae Family in Hollywood’ (20th) 
pn week). Garnering $6,000 for six 
Non Okay. Last week, ‘Lucky 
ight’ (M-G) and ‘Secret Service of 
Air’ (WB) (3d week) $1,600, okay. 
ri poliecem (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
“y ,21-27-32)—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) 
and ‘I’m from Missouri’ (Par) (2d 
Tun). Odd combo slow at $2,500. Last 
—. Midnight’ (Par) and ‘Fast and 
se’ (M-G) (2d run) $3,200, good. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
Geen) (2,349; 32-37-42 )}—‘Wonderful 
orld’ (M-G) and ‘Tell No Tales’ 








(M-G) 000, nice Last week 
‘Juarez’ (WB) 2d v off 
to $3,300, sia. d week) eased off 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 


“Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (5th 
= Grabbing 000 for final 


Masin st Week, $5,000, big. 
Mien Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
a “ ado’ (U) (3d week) $4,000 for 
$4 00, strong. Last week, okay 
rpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42) — ‘Gracie Murder 
Win , (Par) and ‘Women in the 
ane WB), ns.h. at $3,000. Last 
; eek, ‘Fury’ (UA) and ‘Jones Family 
big ty wood’ (20th), landed $6,800, 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
ty. ’—‘Blue Mountain Skies’ (Rep) 
tna ‘Whispering Enemies’ (Col), plus 

piorado Hill Billies and Wei Hai, 

inese troupe, on stage. Fancy 
Brosa Last week, ‘Comet Over 
Min ey (WB) and ‘Street of 
issing Men’ (Rep) plus Sterling 


Young band on stage, dandy $4,800. 
(Hamrick-Evergreen) 


Paramount 


(M-G) and vaude. | 
Orson Welles troupe listing as head- | 





(3,039; 32-37-42) — ‘East Side of 
Heaven’ (U) and ‘Ambush’ (Par) 
(2d week), $4,200, good. Last week, 


fine $8,900. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
32)—‘Dodge City’ (WB) (2d run) 
Power- 


and ‘Newsboys Home’ (U)., 


ful $2,500. Last week, ‘Smart Girls 

Grow Up (U) and ‘Pacific Liner’ 

(RKO) (2d run) solid $2,300. 
Uptown (Sterling) (600; 27-42)— 


‘Song of Freedom’ (Ind) (2d week). 
Okay at $400. Last week, nice at 
700. 


Royalty Ups B.0. 
In D.C.; ‘Juarez, 


Vaude Okay 1816 


Washington, June 13, 

More than 100,000 visitors to see 
the King and Queen took nice care 
of Thursday (8) and Friday (9), 
upping end of last week and start of 
this, but localities are still too much 
interested in the out-of-doors to per- 
mit any fancy grosses, There are 
only two new pictures, both okay, 
with ‘Juarez,’ at the Earle, leading 
town nicely. ‘Lucky Night’ and Ar- 
thur Treacher’s personal is next at 
the Capitol. ‘Rose of Washington 
Square’ and ‘Mikado’ are battling 
evenly in second weeks for 
honors. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Lucky Night’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Loy and Taylor plus Treacher’s per- 
sonal fighting opposition for average 
$16,000. Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) 
poor $12,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
downtown after two okay stanzas at 
the Palace. Looking to average 








$4,000. Last week ‘Gorilla’ (20th) 
same. 
Earle (WB) (2,216: 25-35-40-66)— 


| ‘Juarez’ (WB) and vaude. No stage 
names, leaving it all up to Paul Muni 
film, heading toward nice $18,500. 
Last week, ‘Angels Have Wings’ 
(Col.) slipped sharply though still 
satisfactory at $17,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Mikado’ (U) (2d wk.). Dropping 
fast, but should finish with solid 
$7,000. Last week same picture, nice 
$13,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Nazi 
Spy’ (WB) (2d run). Back on main 
stem after good week at the Earle 
and should see firm $4,300. Last 
week ‘Man Conquest’ (Rep) (2d run) 
passable $3,900. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
‘Washington Square’ (20th) (2d wk.). 
Satisfactory $7,500." Last week same 
picture, okay $13,500. 


‘JUAREZ’ NEAT $14,000; 
BALTO LOOKS BETTER 


Baltimore, June 13. 

In spite of continued torrid weath- 
er, biz improved here this week, the 
Stanley and combo Hipp stepping up. 
Former, nicely buttressed with 
‘Juarez,’ opened and is holding in 
steady style. Hipp is leaning heavily 
on p.a. of Ozzie Nelson and Harriet 
Hilliard to bolster ‘Sorority House’ 
into the best figures here in weeks. 
Rest of town still in the doldrums 
with some mild action for ‘Wonder- 
ful World’ at Loew’s Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—"Wonderful World’ (M-G). 
Fairish $8,000. Last week ‘Kildare’ 
(M-G) built nicely to $9,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Sorority House’ 
(RKO) plus vaude. Coming through 
with booming $13,000, thanks to the 
flesh. Last week. second of ‘Angels 
Have Wings’ (Col) added mild $8,200 
to sofnewhat disappointing first ses- 
sion at $12,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40 )—‘Invitation to Happiness’ 
(Par). Opening tonight (Tuesday) 
after two pleasant weeks of ‘Mikado’ 
(U) to satisfactory total of $9,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Lincoln’ (20th) (2d week). Will 
add an anaemic $2,700 to $4,100 at 
dull first stanza. Rather disappoint- 
ing after ambitious publicity build- 


up. 

"Senntey (WB) (3,280: 15-25-35-40- 
55—‘Juarez’ (WB). Off to big open- 
ing and holding bullish pace to pos- 
sible $14,000. Last week ‘second of 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), fell down some 








third | 


First Runs on Broadway 


Week of June 15 





(Subject to Change) 
Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ | 


Bway Still Slow; Sun Never’ $65,000, 


afer Gey “Happiness -Harry James-Jane Froman 


Capitol—‘Tarzan Finds a Son’ 
(M-G) (14). 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 31) 
Globe—‘Mr. Moto Takes a Va- 
cation’ (20th) (17). 





Music Hall—‘Clouds Over Eu- 
rope’ (Col). 

Paramount—‘Invitation to Hap- 
piness’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 10) 





Rialto—‘Inspector Hornleigh’ 
(20th) (14). 
Rivoli—‘Stolen Life’ (Par). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 1) 


Roxy— Young Mr, Lincoln’ 
(20th) (3d wk.). +s 
Strand—‘Juarez’ (WB) (4th | 


wk.). 
Week of June 22 
Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. 
(M-G) (6th wk.). 
Capitol—‘Maisie’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Varitty, June 7) | 


Criterion—‘Grand Jury’s Se- | 
crets’ (Par) (21). 
Globe—The Challenge’ (Film 


Alliance) (24). | 
Music Hall—‘Good Girls Go to | 
Paris’ (Col). 
Paramount—‘Invitation to Hap- 
piness’ (Par) (3d wk.). 
Rivoli— ‘Stolen Life’ (Par) 
(2d wk.). 
Roxy—‘Susanna of the Mount- 
ies (20th) (23). 
Strand — ‘Daughters 
eous’ (WB) (23). 


‘Juarez’ $16,000 
Leads Numb Pitt; 
Mikado $5,400 


Courag- 








Pittsburgh, June 13. | 

Worst depresh in the celluloid | 
market since ’32 continues, with man- 
agers in a fairly optimistic mood, | 
however, since they figure rock bot- 
tom has been reached. Based on im- | 
proved indexes in other fields, | 
they’re looking for a definite up- | 
swing by the first of the month. 
Only real biz this week is being | 


Stanley, which has been hitting new 
lows for the last fortnight, looks | 
headed for still another one with | 
‘Kid from Kokomo’ and stage show. 


weeks when run ends. ‘Mr. Lincoln’ 
at Alvin is suffering right along with 
rest of them. It'll hold, too, but not 
because take warrants it. Senator 
managing to get by with twin-bill | 
reissues twice weekly and has cut its | 
losses a bit. | 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Mr. Lincoln’ (20th). Getting ground | 
under in the general sluggishness, | 
despite loads of extra newspaper | 
space and good campaign. Headed | 
for around $6,500, no biz for this type | 
of picture, but holds for second 
ME Last week, second of ‘Angels 
Have Wings’ (Col), around $4,200 | 
after better than $7,000 getaway. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Mikado’ (U). Got under way with 
a special, reserved-seat premiere and 
reaction moderately favorable. 
Enough Savoyard maniacs around to 
give it encouraging $5,400, and that 
in turn is enough to justify hold- 
over. When picture runs out its 
string, Fulton will fold for five weeks 
and perhaps remainder of summer. 
Last week, third of ‘Washington 
Square’ (20th), around $3,300, giv- 
ing musical close to $20,000 on the 
run, 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Juarez’ (WB). Class click 
only thing that’s denting the de- 
presh to any great extent and even 
it’s not getting what should nor- 
mally be in the cards for a film of 
this kind. Paced for around $16,000. 
Last week ‘Wonderfui World’ (M-G) 
fell to co after good start, $11,000, 
several grand under original esti- | 
mate. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 15-25)— | 
‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) and ‘Can't Cheat | 
Honest Man’ (U), four days, and 
‘Broadway Bill’ and ‘Lady for Day’ 
(Col), three. Twin-bill reissues with 
twice-weekly change hitting fairly 
steady level here, and ‘Pygmalion’ | 
even boosting it a bit. Maybe $1,- 
500 on seven days, p#etty good. Last 
week ‘Algiers’ (UA), ‘Stand Up and | 
Fight’ (M-G), ‘Four Daughters’ | 
(WB) and ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) | 
split around $1,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-40-60)— 
‘Kid from Kokomo’ (W™) and Mar- 
ion Talley-Johnny 
Bros. on stage. Another new low, | 
third in a row, in prospect for WB 











with mild $6,200 after satisfactory 
initial session at $10,200. 


deluxer. Will be lucky to. snatch 


$8,800, brutal. 
dare’ (M-G) and Bert Wheeler on 
stage, $9,800. 


of ‘Mutiny on Bounty’ 


dumps, $3,000. 


Chips’ 4 


| any precedents. 


ling little difference 


| 25-40) —‘Ex Champ’ 


| 
| 


‘Mikado’ doing fair at Fulton and | Week, fair $7,000. 
sticks, with house folding for several | 





| ‘Bridal Suite’ 


$41,000, ‘Juarez’ 


Last week ‘Dr. Kil- | 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘I’m 


from Missouri’ (Par) and ‘Get Away | boxoffi . 
| Murder’ (WB). xoffice as much as 
| can’t get any money, so what chance 
|have a couple of ‘B’s’ 
| Answer is none, as $2,800 so con- 
| clusively proves. 


Even the good ones | 
like these? 
Last week reissue | 


(M-G) and 
Sorority House’ (RKO) also in the 





Ex-Champ, Fite 
Pic Fair 36, K. C:; 
‘World Dual l1!46 


Kansas City, June 13. 


Two new bills and two holdovers | 


comprise 
Real coin 


film situation currently. 
is at the Midland, with 


'*Wonderful World’ the main reason. 


Wacky comedy only new film with 


|any name values and making most 


of opportunity, though not upsetting 


Shortage of first-run houses mak- 
to remaining 
downtown and first-run spots. But 
recent shuttering of Tower and 
Orpheum figured to give slight break 
to nabes, especially first and second 
subsequents. Biz in general facing 
strong competition from outdoor 
pastimes and resorts. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esauire (Fox Midwest) (820; 10- 
(U). Coupled 
with Baer-Nova fight films, bill is a 
natural for the fight fans. Fair 


| $3,200. Last week, ‘Young Mr. Lin- 


coln’ (20th) played day and date 
with the Uptown. Poor $2,800. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—Wonderful World’ (M-G) : and 
‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G). Only double 
bill in town among deluxers and 
only new show with big names. Good 
$11,000 seen. Last week, ‘Dr. Kil- 
dare’ (M-G) and ‘Streets of New 


turned in by ‘Juarez,’ at the Penn. | York’ (Mono), dualled, pleasing at | Daughters’ 


$10,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d week). 
Plodding along at steady, though not 
buxom, gait for fair $5,500. Last 


Uptown (Fox Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40) —‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) 
(2d week). Holding its own at 
$4,500, bettering $4,200 of first week. 





Cincy Acers Perk; 
‘Juarez’ Tops, 146, 
Fury’ Tepid $8,000 


Cincinnati, June 13. 

Ace cinemas slightly ahead of last 
week, though still not entirely satis- 
factory. This week’s topper is 
‘Juarez’ at the Albee. Its draw is al- 
most double of the next-best ‘Cap- 
tain Fury’ at the Palace. Other fresh 
releases, ‘Bridal Suite’ and ‘Hotel 
Imperial,’ are below pars for Keith’s 
and the Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Juarez’ (WB). Very good $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Angels Have Wings’ 
(Col) good $12,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col). Trans- 
ferred from Albee for second week. 
Poor $3,500. Last week, ‘Wonderful 
World’ (M-G) (2d run), fair $4,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Outside These Walls’ (Col) and 
‘Panama Patrol’ (Indie) split with 
‘Romance of Red Woods’ (Col) and 
‘Big Town Czar’ (U). House start- 





ing summer policy by cutting scale,>| $10,000 in prospect. 


dropping duals and changing three 
times a week instead of twice. Fair 
$1.800. Last week, ‘Fixer Dugan’ 
(RKO) and ‘Love or Money’ (U), 
split with ‘Flying Irishman’ (RKO) 
and ‘Code of Streets’ (U), at 20-30c. 
fair $1,900. 


Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Washington Sq.’ (20th) (3d_ run). 
Fair $2.500. Last week, ‘Hardys’ 


(M-G) (3d run), excellent $3.000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 35-42)— 
(M-G). Mild $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Lady’s From Kentucky’ 
(Par), also $4,000. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Hotel 
Imperial’ (Par). Terrible $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Like It Hot’ (Par), icy 
$2.000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42 )—‘Cap- 


week ‘Gracie Allen Murder Case’ 
(Par), six days, a near all-time low 
for this theatre, $4,000. 


‘Juarez’ holds over | 
| at the Newman, though initial week | 
| was little more than average. 


306 2d, Top Street 


Visit of England’s king and queen 
to New York Saturday hurt and the 
weekend rain failed to bolster the 
expected. Only 
to Happiness, ‘Juarez’ 
and ‘Mr. Chips’ are dragging them 


‘Invitation 


| in appreciably. 


‘Happiness’ plus Jane Froman and 


| Harry James’ band spell $41,000 to 


the Paramount, which means a sec- 
ond week. ‘Juarez’ at the Strand 
: will hit $30,000 on its second lap, 
excellent for this time of year and 
| considering competish; holds a third 
| week. ‘Chips’ continues strong at 
| the Astor, with more than $14,000 
|on tap for the fourth week. Fifth 
session began yesterday (Tues.). 

‘Mikado’ turned in a highly disap- 

pointing “second week at the Rivoli 
and is succeeded today (Wed.) by 
i ‘Stolen Life.’ 
| The Capitol with ‘6,000 Enemies,’ 

yanked after six days, ‘Tarzan Finds 
} a Son,’ with morning p.a. of Johnny 
| Weismuller, in today (Wed.) after 
all-time low for the house with a bit 
over $5,000 for the six days. ‘Sun 
| Never Sets’ at the Music Hall is an- 
| Other headache with only about 
| $65,000 in sight, not so good after 
| $50,000 on the second week for ‘Capt, 

Fury.’ 

State dragging bottom too with 
only about $13,000 for ‘Man of Con- 
| quest’ and modestly budgeted stage 
show. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65 )—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (5th week). Doing okay, 
|over $14,000 being rung up for 


| fourth week ending Monday night 
| (12). Third week highly satisfactory 


| $15,000. 
| Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 


| ‘Tarzan Finds a Son’ (M-G). Opens 
this morning (Wed.) after ‘6,000 
Enemies’ (M-G) was pulled last 


night; little more than $5,000 for the 
six days, brutal, and a new low. Last 
week, ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G), under 
$10,000, bad. 

| Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Gracie 
Allen Case’ (Par). Looks close to 
$6,000 for seven days. Last week, 
‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par), around 
| $6,000, mild. 
Globe (1,274; 





25-40-55 )—‘Missing 
(Col). Nearly $4,000, 
| slim pickings. ‘Climbing High’ (Col), 
|in ahead, only $3,500 for full week, 
sad. ‘Moto Takes Vacation’ (20th) 
opens Saturday. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Nazi Spy’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Could Happen to 
You’ (20th), dualed. Under previous 
week’s gross at about $7,200, mild. 
Previous brace, ‘Washington Sq.’ 
(20th) and ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO), 
$8,200, fair. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Invitation Happiness’ (Par) and 
Harry James band, Jane Froman, 
others on stage (2d week). Starts 
holdover today (Wed.), after first 
week of $41,000, extremely good for 
this time of year and considering 
conditions. Final (4th) week ‘Union 
Pacific’ (Par) with Emery Deutsch 
band, got $21,500, getting by, after 
$27,000 on third week; excellent 
profit for the four-week run. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Sun Never Sets’ 
(U) and stage show. Around $65,000 


in prospect, not so forte. ‘Clouds 
Over Euro (Col) in tomorrow 
(Thurs). ast week, 


‘Capt. Fury’ 
(UA) (2d wk), n.s.g. $50,000. —. 
Rialto (750; 25-40-55 )—‘Racketeers 
of Range’ (RKO) and ‘Girl from 
Mexico’ (RKO), dualed. Dragging 
in $5,500, little better than previous 
week when ‘Missing Men’ ( my and 
Nova-Baer fight film got $5,000; both 
mild. ‘Inspector Hornleigh’ (20th) 
comes in tomorrow (Thurs.), revert- 
ing to single feature policy again. 


Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Stolen Life’ (Par). Goes in today 
(Wed). ‘Mikado’ (U) (2d week) 


highly disappointing with under 
First week a 
virile $19,000, fine for this house 
considering everything. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75) — ‘Lin- 
coln’ (20th) and stage show. Al- 
though the $36,500 first week less 
than the picture deserved, it failed 
to hold much better for the second 
week; little more than $26,000 in 
the offing. ‘Susannah of Mounties’ 
(20th) opens next Friday. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) —‘Man of 
Conquest’ (Rep) (2d run) and, on 
stage, Dinty yle, Borrah Mine- 
vitch’s Rascals, Buddy Clark. Lucky 
to get more than $13,000. Last week 
around $17,000 for ‘Lucky Night’ 
(M-G) and vaude, also tepid. 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Juarez’ (WB) and Pancho orchestra 
(2d week). Picture credited for biz 





Perkins-Slate | tain Fury’ (UA). N.s.h. $8,000. Last holding up, with $30,000 in sight for 


| the second week. Goes third week. 
First week was $42,000, tremendous 
| for this period of year. 
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10 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 








‘Wonderful Work! OK $550, Mpls; | 


Victory Smart 


i 
j 
| 
| 


$400, Others Mild: 








Minneapolis, June 13. 
Grosses still extremely mild with | 
little hope for an early upturn. Pro- 
longed and heavy rains over the 
week-end and lack of smash attrac- 
tions are aggravating the slump, 
which has held the showhouses in | 
its grip for a considerable period. 
Best of the newcomers is ‘Wonder- 
ful World’ at the Orpheum. ‘Hardys | 


| 
' 


Ride High’ wound up a profitable | 
fortnight shared between the State | 
and Century. The 10-day run of | 
‘Angels Have Wings’ also was sat | 
isfactory. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— | 
‘Lady and Mob’ (Col) and ‘Unmar- | 
ried’ (Par). Moderate $1,000 in pros- 
pect for five days. Last week ‘Get 
Away Murder’ (WB) and ‘Panama 
Lady’ (RKO) split with ‘Romance 
Redwoods’ (Col) and ‘Code Secret 
Service,’ $1,200, tame. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Kildare’ (M-G). Picture 
well-liked, but b.o. leaves much to 
be desired. Mild $4,200. Last week 
‘Hardys Ride High’ (M-G) (2d 
week), $4,700, good enough after big 
$8,400 first stanza. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Like It Hot’ (Par). Getting quite 
a play from the younysters, especial- 
ly the jitterbugs, which should help 
Ornheum takings two weeks hence 
when Bob Hope appears in person. 
Fairly good $2,800 indicated. Last 
week ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G), $2,600, 
pretty good. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB). En route to good 
$2,400. Last week ‘Bell’ (20th) split 
with ‘Castles’ (RKO), $2,200. Fairly 
good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
35-40)—‘Wonderful World’ (M-G). 
Much enthusiasm and should build 
to fair $5,500. Last week ‘Angels 
Have Wings’ (Col), $8,600 in 10 days, 
good, 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Invitation to Happiness’ (Par). 
Irene Dunne a draw and climbing to 
light $4,000. Last week ‘Lucky Night’ 
(M-G), $3,500, poor. 

Time (Gillman) (290; 25-35)— 
*‘Mayerling’ (Foreign) (2d _ run). 
House making bid for carriage trade 
and recording some progress, but 
still has considerable distance to go. 
Fair $800. Last week ‘Pygmalion’ 
(M-G) (2d week) copped fair $900 
in eight days after satisfactory $950 
first week. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Concert in Tyrol’ (Foreign). Vien- 
nese picture hitting slow pace, $800. 
Last week ‘Wolf Call’ (Mono) out 
after four days, poor $400. 


OKLA. CITY LOOKS UP; 
‘VICTORY’ GOOD $5,300 


: Oklahoma City, June 13. 

Slight increase in grosses makes 
the outlook much better. Set for 
good grosses this week are ‘Dark 
Victory,’ at the Criterion, and ‘Lucky 
Night,’ at the Midwest. ‘Angels 
Have Wings’ passes second week and 
is set for half of a third at the State, 
where it’s holding up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Dark Victory’ (WB). Good $5.300. 
Last week, ‘Hardys’ (M-G) hit high 
$6.100. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)—‘Kid 
from Texas’ (M-G) and ‘Tarnished 
Angel’ (RKO) split with ‘On Trial’ 








(WB).. Mild $2.500. Last week. 
‘Code Streets’ (U) and ‘Eagle and 
Hawk’ (Par) (reissue) split with 


‘Love Money’ (U) and Nova-Baer 
picture, smash $3,300. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500: 25-35-40)— 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). Good $4,000. 
Last week, East Side Heaven’ (U) 
nice $5,000. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)—‘East 
Side Heaven’ (U) (2d run). Satis- 
factory $1.800. Last week, ‘Broad- 
way Serenade’ (M-G), three davs, 
$500, split with Set. Madden’ (M-G) 
(both 2d run), $600, poor. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 20-25-40)— 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d 
week). Nice $4,000. Last week, top- 
notch $5,500. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
(2d run). Okay 
$2,800. week, ‘Wuthering’ 
(UA) (2d run) poor $1,500. 


‘Maisie’ $10,000, Prov., 
Good; ‘Gracie’ Average 


Providence, June 13. 

Usual summer slump has appar- 
ently set in with a vengeance, leav- 
ing exhibs with 1] ‘tle to do but hope 
for a break. Intensive teaser-ad 
campaign helping ‘Maisie’ nicely at 
Loew’s, with ‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ at 
Majestic taking second place. Cur- 
rent biz will determine now soon 
Fay’s, town’s only vaude-pic house, 
will close for summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 

50)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d run) and 





ys 
if 


‘North Sea’ (Ind) (2d run). So-so, 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Only Angels’ | 
(Col) and ‘Boy Slaves’ (RKO) (2d 
run) slow $2,800. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and vaude. Below 


| average $4,500. Last week, ‘Gorilla’ 


(20th) and vaude, fair $5,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) and 
‘Charlie Chan Reno’ (20th). Fairish 
$6,000. . Last week, ‘Juarez’ (WB) 


iand ‘North Sea’ (Ind) held for nice 


$7,500. 
State 
‘Maisie’ 


(Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
(M-G) and ‘6,000 Enemies’ 
(M-G). Pace stepped up over previ- 
ous weeks for good $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Lady 
Mob’ (Col) fair $9,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gracie Murder Case’ (Par) and ‘Un- 
dercover Doctor’ (Par). Average 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Hotel Imperial’ 
(Par) and ‘Blind Alley’ (Col), same. 


‘JUAREZ’ GOOD $3,100 
IN LINCOLN COMPETISH 


Lincoln, June 13. 

Nothing fancy this week, although 
the oldie ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ 
unplayed here to date, is doing well. 
‘Juarez’ and ‘Lady’s from Kentucky’ 
lean to the light side. Exhibs look 
for an early fold of the midget auto 
races, which buck the Friday night 
openings, none of the three contests 
having broken even yet. Baseball, 
with the team in a long winning 
streak, has come up to plague about 
three nights a week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NTI - Noble - Monroe) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Carson Strikes Again’ 
(Vic) and ‘Crime Ring’ (RKO) split 
with ‘This Marriage Business’ (RKO) 
and ‘Six-Gun Rhythm’ (GN). Slow 
$800. Last week, ‘High Flyers’ 








(RKO) and ‘Texas Steers’ (Rep) 
split with ‘Naughty Girls’ (RKO) 
and ‘Wyoming Trail’ (Mono). N.s.g., 


$850. 

Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1,000; 10-15- 
25)—Wolf Call’ (Mono) and ‘Little 
Pal’ (Mono). Billing Mickey Rooney 
heavily in this antique, which helped 
to open. Pretty fair $1,100. Last 
week, ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col) and 
‘Code Secret Service’ (WB), did very 
well, $1,500, a surprise. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
15-20)—‘Devil’s Island’ (20th) and 


‘For Love or Money’ (U). Pretty 
good $2,100, Last week, ‘Joneses in 
Hollywood’ (20th) and ‘Crooked 


Mile’ (Par), very nice, $2,300. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40)—‘Juarez’ (WB). Campaign 
started late, but biggest fault is that 
it’s arriving in between university 
closing and summer school opening. 
Just misses the smart audience and 
needs it. However, getting good 
$3,100. Last week, ‘Wonderful 
World’ (M-G), no whiz, but satis- 
factory $3,000. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Lady’s from Kentucky’ (Par). 
Fair $2,700. Last week, ‘East Side 
of Heaven’ (U), good at $3,500. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
35) — ‘Having Wonderful Time’ 
(RKO). Average $2,000. Last week, 
‘Only Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d 
week); $2,000, good. 


Buff. Socked; ‘Ex-Champ’ 
Dual Eyes Meek $4,500 


Buffalo, June 13. 

This week is another sinking spell, 
which even the Bowes amateurs at 
the Buffalo, usually a shot in the 
arm here, are not relieving. ‘Mr. 
Lincoln’ at the Lakes is also a dis- 
appointment. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Could Happen’ (20th) and vaude. 
Up a little after last week’s depress- 
ing gross with any credit for the fig- 
ure due to the Bowes ams. Around 
$11,000. Last week ‘Wonderful World’ 
(M-G) went under, $9,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Ze- 
nobia’ (UA). Sliding to $4,000. Last 
week ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), as expected, 
just under fair $5,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 30-50) 
—'Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Chasing 
Danger’ (20th). Surprisingly weak, 
probably over $6,000. Last week 
‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Girl from 
Mexico’ (RKO) mild $7,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—'Tell 
No Tales’ (Par) and ‘Jones Family’ 
(20th). Bad $4,000. Last week, 
‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) and ‘Torchy 
Runs for Mayor’ (WB), just over $4,- 
000, poor. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—Ex-Champ’ (U) and ‘Love or 
Money’ (U). Down to sub-average 
$4,500. Last week ‘Angels Have 
Wings’ (Col) (2d week), mild $5,000. 




















Wednesday, June 14, 1939 











Rain Boosts Omaha; 


in Boosts Oma; ac hilly Continues to Feel Slump; 


Omaha, June 13. 
Ted Lewis is pulling solidly with 
‘King of Turf’ on the screen, at the 





———= 





Orpheum. vig pe beg how- ; 
ever, is under last showing here. . 

Manager Will Singer brought back , 2Ppointment at $5,500. | last woes 
two oldies, ‘Human Bondage’ and $6,000! from Kentucky’ (Par), fair 
| ag MT - aes ate er OS St Denver pitas? ge — 

; : i, | ‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col). Lively 
ne oudy, rainy weather helped spin | 2+" $10,000. Last week ‘Washington 
Estimates for This Week Square’ (20th), good at $9,500. 
| Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold-| Orpheum (RKO) (2,525; 25-35-40) 
berg) (800.950-600; 10-25)—‘Midnight’ | — Sorority House’, rly Ban a 
| (Par) and ‘Little Princess’ (20th) Thousand Enemies eek ‘Mik ie (Me 
| split with ‘Boy Trouble’ (Par), ‘Mr. with $6,500. Last wees (M G). j 
Wong’ (Mono) and ‘Whispering En- G) and ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G), gooc 


emies’ (Col). Should end with $1,- | $9,000. 
800, nice. Last week ‘Castles’ (RKO) ant — ge Be aig nae 
and ‘Missouri’ (Par) split with ‘Toil- azl SPy anc - y 


Mayor’ (WB) (2d week). Okay $3,- 
000 after big $5,500 last sesh. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col) and ‘Code of the 
Streets’ (U). Not bad with $3,000. 


spin’ (20th), ‘Persons Hiding’ (Par) 
|!and ‘Road to Reno’ (U). Swell $1,900. 
{ Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 10- 
| 25-35-40) “Human Bondage’ (RKO) 
|and ‘Star of Midnight’ (RKO) (reis- 


} ; l’ (20th) (2d run) and 
sues). Dandy $5,500. Last week, | Last week ‘Bel , 
|second stanza of ‘Angels Have — or Money’ (U), good at 
| Wings’ (Col) and ‘Rookie Cop’ | $2,000. 





| (RKO), $4,500, fair. 
| Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
| ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Hound Bas- 
kerville’ (20th). Competish holding 
| to $7.500. mediocre. Last week, ‘Won- 
derful World’ (M-G) and ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G), $8,000, good. 
Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-35-55) 
—King of Turf’ (UA) with Ted 
Lewis stage show. Solid $14,000. 
| Last week ‘East Side Heaven’ (U) 
'and ‘Spirit Culver’ (U), good $9,000. 
| Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
|—‘Pony Express’ (Rep), ‘My Son’s 
Criminal’ (Col), and ‘Almost Gentle- 
man’ (RKO), split with ‘Water Rus- 
jtlers’ (GN), ‘Midnight’ (Par) and 
| ‘Little Princess’ (20th). Aiming at 
$1,900, dandy. Last weck ‘Blue Mon- 
| tana Skies’ (Rep), ‘Persons Hiding’ 
| (Par) and ‘Tailspin’ (20th), split with 
|‘Gun Justice’ (U), ‘Missouri’ (Par) 
b* Saeed (RKO), Ended well for 


‘Angels’ Strong $10,000, 
‘Hot’ Only Tepid, Denver 


INDPLS. BLUE; ‘KILDARE,’ 
‘STREETS’ DUAL $6,300 


Indianapolis, June 13. 

Theatre managers downtown are 
singing the boxoffice blues, with 
even the nabes joining the chorus. 
Films that looked strong on paper 
are failing to produce, and bad 
weather over the weekend made the 
take even more dismal. 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Juarez’ (WB). Anemic after a 
strong week at the Circle. Just 
making the grade with $2,800. Last 
week, ‘Union Pacific’ (Par), brought 
back for a third week after lapse, 
just about made the nut with $2,500. 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) and 
‘Gorilla’ (20th). Suffering from the 
general apathy, $5,000. Last week, 











Denver, June 13 ‘Juarez’ (WB) finished strong with 
‘ ' nl peliace : 8,800. 
Angels Have Wings’ proving the $ Loew’s (Loew's) (2.400: 25-30-40) 


big draw this week, clicking solidly 
at the Denver. ‘Some Like It Hot’ 
at the Denham a disappointment, 
while among the dualers, ‘Missing 
Daughters’ and ‘Code of Streets,’ at 
the Rialto is showing fair strength. 
Rest lethargic. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Washington Square’ (20th) (2d run). 
Pleasant $4,000. Last week ‘Mutiny 
on Bounty’ (M-G), fair $3,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
| 40)—‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par). Dis- 


—Calling Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and 
‘Streets of New York’ (Mono). Win- 
ning the doubtful honor of being 
first in the mourning circle with 
$6,300. Last week, ‘Freedom Ring’ 
(M-G) and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) 
finished sadly, $5,300. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Chan in Reno’ (20th) and vaude. In 
the cellar with $5,500. Last week, 
‘Boy Friend’ (20th) and vaude off 
When Rufe Davis didn’t pull as an- 
ticipated. Finished in the red, $7,000. 








Inside Stufl—Pictures 


Those old comic strips, once considered fit only for backward children, 
have developed into one of the most prolific sources of motion picture 
material. Five of these pen-and-ink serials are already established in the 
films, a sixth is serving as the basis of animated cartoons and two more 
are under negotiation by major studios. Latest of the strips threatening 
to go Hollywood are ‘Major Hoople’ and ‘Li'l Abner.’ Currently on the 
screen are ‘Blondie’ at Columbia, ‘Tailspin Tommy’ at Monogram, ‘Tarzan’ 
and ‘Captain and the Kids’ at Metro, ‘Jane Arden’ at Warners and ‘Flash 
Gordon’ at Universal. Picture biz is helping to keep newspaper syndicates 
out of the red. 











John Boettiger, son-in-law of President Roosevelt, and former Hays 


‘Angels Tops Town with $14,500 


Philadelphia. June 13. 

With the continued siump and hot 
weather crimping the b.o.s, grosses 
continue to be way off, though in 
the light of past weeks they're 
slightly better. 

‘Angels Have Wings,’ last week- 
end’s only important opening, is 
pacing the film lineup with only 
mediocre biz. The Fox, under a new 
policy of strong filmfare and lesser 
vaude, instead of the reverse, as in 
the past, is coming out on just about 
the borderline with ‘Young Mr. Lin- 
coln’ and Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis 
fleshing. 

The Stanton, too, is in its initial 
sesh of a new policy and doing right 
well. It has dropped firstruns and 
taken up the second-run policy of 
the closed Keith’s. ‘Washington 
Square’ is in currently and okay. 


Week-end got double-trouble from 
the weatherman, With temperatures 
at the broiling point Saturday (10) 
and Sunday (11), a short, but mighty, 
thundershower just at showtime on 
the Sabbath eve kept away even 
those who didn’t go to the seashore, 
fair or country. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (3d week). Warner 
circuit, with a long, lean summer 
ahead, conserving product wherever 
possible, which accounts for this 
lengthy stay, although $8,500 this 
late in the term isn’t bad. Last week 
$12,000 was nice. ‘Invitation to Hap- 


piness’ arrives tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). 
Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42)— 


‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par). Scarcely 
enough to keep this giant house out 
of the woods, $5,000. Last week 
‘Missing Daughters’ (Col) just a lit- 
tle better at $5,800, still no profit. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68)— 
‘Lincoln’ (20th) and vaude. Just fair 
at $17,000. Last week ‘Wonderful 
World’ (M-G), with Cass Daley and 
Chaney and Fox in the flesh, very 
weak at $16,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)-— 
‘Stolen Life’ (Par) (2d run). Pretty 
sad $3,600. Last week Pag een, 
Heights’ (UA) (2d week of 2d run 
did all right with $4,000 in view of 
Six prior weeks at the Aldine. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)— 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (3d run). 
Same as at the Karlton, $5,000, fair 
in the light of the lengthy h.o. Last 
week ‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (3d run) 
another one that had to contend with 
a good previous milkine and came 
out well at $5,500 after 25 days in 
town. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 32-42-57)— 

‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col). Looks 
satisfactory at $14,500 only in view 
of generally bad conditions. Will 
merit a h.o, only by straining. Last 
week ‘Washington Square’ (20th), in 
five days of a second week ‘house 
closed two days for air conditioning 
renewal), very mild $8,000. 
: Stanton (WB) (1,457: 26-32-42)— 
Washington Square’ (20th) (2d run). 
House thriving on second run while 
it was strictly punk with action ini- 
tial-runners; $6,000 this week. v.g. 
Last week ‘Ex-Champ’ (U), $3,500 
in six days, poor. 








| office associate, now publisher of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, wrote a | 
| lead editorial on the Neely bill in the northwest daily, panning that pro-. 
posed legislation. 

He concludes, ‘The public is the ultimate judge of pictures under any 
plan. But surely it is unnecessary to break down a system which has 
given the American public the world’s best motion pictures and is con- 
stantly improving its product to experiment with a plan that would be 
foredoomed to failure.’ 





Major indie producer is getting the chill from two morning Los Angeles 
syndicate columnists whom he tried to pry loose from their jobs, Pro- 
ducer’s envoy barged into one news office and asked the editor to remove 
the offending column forthwith. Same demand was repeated to the other 
sheet’s attorney. Both cases were turned over to the jurisdiction of the 
columnists, who are not going out of their way to do any favors for the 
producer, 





System of news flashes, which would take news into the theatre and be 
shot on the screen as fast as a newsprinter operates, will shortly be offered 
theatre exhibitors. Paul Davis, now in New York, is behind the project. 
Basic idea is to flash the news ticker tape on the screen, much as is done 
in Wall Street brokerage offices, A few changes in the theatre’s lamp- 
house are necessary to handle the bulletins. Understood that the cost of 
the news service will be about $20 per week to each theatre. 





The Institute for Research of Chicago, which is devoted to vocational 
research, has just completed a survey on ‘Motion Picture Theatre Operation 
as a Career.’ 

Published in monograph form, it details duties of management, opera- 
tion methods, qualifications necessary for theatre management, capital re- 
quirements of operation, locations, routine positions, earnings, etc. A 
breakdown of costs is also provided. 





Americanism drive in Fox-West Coast theatres will be accentuated by 
frequent screening in each of the several hundred houses of a ‘pledge to the 
flag’ trailer. Words of the American flag pledge are made a part of the 
short, with the tune, ‘Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean,’ as background 
music. In addition, every F-WC theatre has been supplied with new 
American flag, to be flown each day. 





_Brenda Joyce, set for 20th ‘The Rains Came,’ was formerly a commer- 
cia] ad model, Betty Leabo, Ardis Gaines, of the Federal Theatre Project 








in New York, when signatured by Warner Bros., became Brenda Marshall. 





‘Big Union’ 











(Continued from page 3) 





the union’s organizer, had resigned 
in a row with Whitehead. 
Television Jurisdiction 

Question of television jurisdiction, 
raised some weeks ago by Equity, is 
not being considered by the Four A‘s 
during Thomson’s stay in New York. 
He stated, however, that he is ope 
posed to any settlement of the dis- 
puted jurisdiction that would involve 
raising the cost to SAG members 
working in the visio medium. Re- 
vealed that he has learned of sev- 
eral instances of television fees 
shrinking from $50 to $25 a program 
in the few months the medium has 
been in active use, but added that he 
would favor a committee of the 
whole Four A’s to study the question 
and deal with it. 

Evident that all the other Four 
A’s unions will continue to oppose 
Equity’s claim of jurisdiction in the 
field, without claiming such repre- 
sentation for themselves. The idea 
apparently is to avoid an outright 
battle, but to stall off deciding the 
issue until television develops to an 
extent that its character and course 
can be determined and controlled. 
Question is not one of which union 
should be favored, but of how the 
interests of the members can best be 
safeguarded and promoted. 
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NG. Pix Boff Frisco; ‘Hours’ -Vaude 
Poor $12,000, ‘Kildare’-‘Suite’ $9,000 





San Francisco, June 13. 

The moaning here is terrific this 
week. Biz is terrible. However, the 
alibi this time for the big dip is not 
the Fair but poor product. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘young Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Tell 
No Tales’ (M-G). Notices mixed on 
‘Lincoln,’ which will draw. mediocre 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Juarez’ (WB) 
(2d wk) got $10,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Twelve Crowded Hours’ (RKO) 
and vaudeville. Gate is celebrating 
its 14th Jubilee Week, offering a 
pleasing Dill. Although the stage 
show doesn’t have any names, it’s 
one of the best this house has had 
in some time. Biz, however, n.s.g. 
at $12,000. Last week, ‘Ex-Champ’ 
(U) and vaudeville got $15,000, good. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) and ‘For Love 


Or Money’ (U). Will be lucky to 
get by $6,000. Last week, (3d), 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) was 


pulled two days before it completed 
third full week so that Orpheum 
could get back to regular Thursday 


opening. Meagre $4,500. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 

75)—‘Gracie Allen Murder Case’ 
(Par) and ‘Gorilla’ (20th). Trouble 


at $10,000. Play from the kids is 
pretty good for this all-comedy bill. 
Lack of product seems to be the real 
difficulty and this situation is apt to 
continue for at least another four 


weeks. Last week, ‘Invitation to 
Happiness’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond's Secret Police’ (Par) 


didn’t show strength, $10,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (3d wk). Will 
wind up its run on Market street 
with fairly satisfactory $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par) 
and ‘Star of Midnight’ (RKO), both 
reissues, garnered $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—‘Mikado’ (U) (2d wk). Im- 
portation failing to create much ex- 
citement. Picture, however, is well 
liked. Won't get past $6,000. Initial 
Stint got $7,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-55-75) 
—Calling Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and 
‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G). Getting by 
with $9,000. Bad advance pub- 
licity on ‘Suite’ has hurt. Last week 
(3d), ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Some 
Like It Hot’ (Par) ended with fair 
$6,000. 


HAPPINESS’ HAPPY 646, 
LEADS ALL IN L°VILLE 


Louisville, June 13. 

Takings continue seasonally medi- 
ocre. In the lead is ‘Invitation to 
Happiness,’ dualled at the Rialto, 
followed by ‘Wonderful World,’ 
paired with ‘Tell No Tales,’ at Loew’s 
State. Mary Ann is trying a brace 
of features for the first time in many 
months, but twin policy not bringing 
an appreciable rise in gross. 

Louisville Colonels, local diamond- 
ers, left for road trip, making the 
g0ing more pleasant for downtown 
film houses. Softball still pulling 
crowds during the 7 to 10 p.m. pe- 
riod, and new fields being added to 
the already large number, are un- 
doubtedly hurting b.o’s. 














Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........ -» -$1,451,300 
(Based on 26 cities, 168 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
N.Y.) 





Total Gress Same Week 
a i | re $1,171,300 
(Based on 23 cities, 153 theatres) 








swarms of the younger element, now 
that schools are out. Pacing for the 
town’s best gross, which should hit 
a robust $6,500. Last week, ‘Young 
Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Chan in 
Reno’ (20th), just couldn’t get going, 
and wound up with a limp $3,600. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40 )—‘Gorilla’ (20th) and ‘Boy 
Friend’ (20th). Ritz freres stacking 
up as potent b.o. draw, and look 
like a good $3,700. Last week, 
‘Gracie Murder Case (Par) and ‘Un- 
married’ (Par), about as per expec- 
tations, $3,000, average. 





CLEVE. OFF, BUT 
‘CHIPS’ $16,000 


Cleveland, June 13. 
Biz off along with everything else. 
Only picture hitting par ‘M 


Chips,’ which landed a birdie at the| 


State with special preview. Hipp’s 
‘Only Angels’ also got off well but 
‘Nazi Spy’ is dubbing. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Romance of Red Wood’ (Col) 
and ‘Zero Hour.’ Going mildly at 
$1,000 for four days. Last week, 
‘First Offender’ (RKO) and ‘Trouble 
Sundown’ (Col) took $900 in three 


days. 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d run). Had two 


excellent weeks at Warners’ Hipp 
and regardless of heat, looks to good 
$4,000 here. Last week, ‘Ex-Champ’ 
(U) shadowboxed itself for seven 
dull rounds, $2,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Angels Have Wings’ (Col). Nice 
opening and exploitation got it off: 
$10,000 satisfactory if temperature 
doesn’t go up again. Last week, 
‘Juarez,’ on second lap, 
with its strength, stealing unexpected 
$8,500 during heat spell. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—Nazi Spy’ (WB). Set up a prece- 
dent by being kept over—house 
never held anything before except 
the flesh ‘Folies Bergere’—and also 
started its summer vaudeless grind. 
Terrific ballyhoo copped smart $11,- 
000 in first week but a holdover is 
apparently a mistake since it’s ap- 
proaching $4,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Mr. Chips’ (M-G). Displaying 
more power than all others. A steady 
climber, eyeing $16,000. Last week, 
‘Wonderful World’ (Par) in six-and- 
half days lost some of its early steam, 
$8.500. fair. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Wonderful World’ (M-G). Hold- 
over only coasting, with ordinary 
$3,500. Last week. ‘Some Like It 





Estimates for This Week 
Brown 
(1,500; 15-30-40) ‘Lucky Night’ 
(M-G) and ‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G). 
This pair was shown at Loew’s State 
about three weeks ago, not grabbing 
much on the stanza. Indications are 
that return at this house will be on 
light side, probably $1,500. Last week, 
Rose’ (20th) and ‘Love Money’ (U), 
managed passable $1,900. 
a hentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
Midnight’ (Par) and ‘Arizona Wild- 
cat’ (20th). Trade at this house con- 
sistent and it’s currently making 
fair seasonal showing at $1,600. Last 
lana Weds at «CA pe 
le Meets Boss’ (Col), prett 
800d $1,500. aigid 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40 )—'Wonderful World’ (M-G) 
and ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G). Opened 
one day ahead of schedule, and get- 
ting good word-of-mouth. | Satisfac- 
tory, although nothing terrific, at 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ 
(M-G) and ‘Streets New York’ 


seen paced the town for fine 
(1,000; 


Mary Anderson 
15-30-40)—On Trial’ (WB) and 
Torchy Runs For Mayor’ (WB). 
Twin bill this week, making all 
downtown houses 100% double fea- 
ture. This house has been doing 
well on single feature policy, with 
Strong product to sell. Prospects 
for pretty .good $3,200. Last week, 
Juarez’ (WB) on its second week, | 
with help of Baer-Nova fight pic, 
managed okay $3,600. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 

-40)—‘Invitation to Happiness’ 
{Par) and ‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par). 


(Libson ) 


(Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) | 





Getting some healthy b.o. action and 


Hot’ (Par) was poor, hardly hitting 
$3,000. 


‘Juarez’ Socko $8,000, 
Portland; ‘Mikado’ Hums 


Portland, Ore., June 13. 


‘Juarez’ setting a terrific pace at 
the Hamrick-Evergreen Paramount, 
which has dropped its double feature 
policy and scored with more daily 
shows. The Mayfair took ‘Angels 
Have Wings’ for a third winning 
week following two highly successful 
ones at the Par. Also better than 
average is ‘Mikado’ at Parker’s UA. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-35- 
40)—‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G). Just average at $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Man Conquest’ (Rep) and 
Get Away Murder’ (WB) better than 
par at $4,600. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500: 
30-35-40 )—‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) 
and ‘Boy Friend’ (20th) (2d run). 
After two winning stanzas at the Par 
still strong at $3,500. Last week, 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘For 
Money’ (U) (3d week) closed ito $2,- 
600 





Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800: 30-35-40) — ‘Gracie Murder 
Case’ (Par) and ‘Girl from Mexico’ 
(RKO). Nice at $4,300. Last week. 
‘Gorilla’ (20th) and ‘Women in Wind’ 
(WB) okay $4,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000: 30-35-40) — ‘Juarez’ , 
Terrific $8,000. Last week, ‘Angels 
Have Wings’ (Col) and ‘Boy Friend’ 
(20th) (2d week) strong $5,200 and 


moved to the Mayfair. First week 
big $6,500 
Pix (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)—‘Hono- 


! 
j 





is Mr. | 


surprised | 


(WB). | 


lulu (M-G) and ‘Burn ’Em Up O’Con- 
nor’ (M-G). New splt-week policy 
of revival pictures did average biz 
for four days at $1,000. ‘Tailspin’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sunset Trail’ (Par) and 
| vaude for three days scored on the 
;vaude for $1,800. Last week, Ezra 
| Buzzington’s comedy band stage unit 
jtop billed duo of revivals, ‘Sawyer 
| Detective’ (Par) and ‘Moto’s Last 
| Warning’ (20th), for good $3,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—“Mikado’ (U). Registered 
| well at $5,500. Last week, ‘Kildare’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G) 
‘average $3,700. 


Strike Settled, 
~ Det. Looks Up; 











Detroit, June 13. 

Cool weekend figures to be the 
only salvation for downtown houses, 
with product in the two big houses, 
Fox and Michigan, just fair to mid- 
| dlin’. Adams and Palms-State, play- 
| ing ‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ and ‘Juarez,’ 
| respectively, on second runs, are 


| getting the only real piav 

| Return of 150,000 to work, follow- 
| ing settlement of Briggs Body strike, 
won’t show up in the grosses for 
some time because boys haven't had 
| a paycheck in several weeks. 











Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) (2d run) plus 
| ‘Boy Friend’ (20th). Former moved 
| here after sesh at the Fox; looks like 
|good $7,500. Last week, $5,500 for 
|‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d run) 


| and ‘Girl from Mexico’ (RKO). 

| Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 35-40-55 )— 
| ‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) combined with 
‘Sorority House’ (RKO). Second 
stanza minus flesh and with lowered 
prices won’t bring more than $10,000 
fair. Last week, first on dual policy, 
resulted in around $13,000 for ‘Mr. 
Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Could Happen’ 
(20th). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) plus 
‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G). Headed for 
fair $10,000. Last week, pretty 
good $15,000 for ‘Juarez’ (WB) and 
‘Jane Arden’ (WB). 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Nancy Drew, Trouble 
Shooter’ (WB). Muni-Davis opus 
moved here after nice stanza at the 
Michigan; paced for good $9,000 
Last stanza got mild $5,800 for ‘Can’t 
Get Away with Murder’ (WB) and 
‘Wolf Call’ (Mono). 





B’KLYN DOWN 


| Heat Smacks Theatres; ‘Angels’ Dual 
Tops Town with $18,000 











Brooklyn, June 13. 

Downtown theatres were smacked 
terribly last week by the heat wave. 
Top biz this stanza is at the Fabian 
Fox, showing ‘Angels Have Wings’ 
and ‘Some Like It Hot.’ Fabian 
Paramount is in second week with 
‘Union Pacific’ and ‘Rollin’ in 
Rhythm,’ which will come through 
adequately. Closing of Warner's 
Strand in downtown sector hasn’t 
had any visible effect on b.o’s of 
other deluxers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Gorilla’ 
| (20th) and ‘Happen to You’ (20th). 
'Slumped to $13,000. Last week. 
\‘Rose’ (20th) and ‘Fixer Dugan’ 
| (RKO) 
with satisfactory $14,500. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) ‘Angels 
'Have Wings’ (Col) and ‘Some Like 
| It Hot’ (Par). Figured to snare good 
| $18,000. Last week, ‘Kid Kokomo’ 
'(WB) and ‘Street of New York’ 
(Mono) (2d week) fair $13,500. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘Calling Dr. 
Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Bridal Suite’ 
(M-G). Looks like mild $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) 
and ‘House of Fear’ (U) got good 
$17,500. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50 )— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) and ‘Rollin’ in 
Rhythm’ (WB) (2d week). Fair 
$14,000. Last week, pair came 
through for fine $22,000. 











Montreal, June 13. 
No standout grosses in sight, with} 


Love |a heat wave to discourage attend-| 


lances. Loew’s will close July 1 un- 
til end of August and the Princess | 
will be air-conditioned at same time. | 
Estimates for This Week 
| Palace (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55)—/ 
|‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col). Pacing | 
town with $6,500, good for this time | 
|of season. 
|Square’ (20th) also good, $6,500. 

Capitol (CT) 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) and ‘Tell 


No Tales’ (M-G). May reach $5,500,! Boh O'Donnell of Interstate: 


good. Last week, ‘Lucky Night’ 
(M-G) and ‘Woman in Wind’ (WB) 
fairly good $4,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 





Heat Wave Cools Mont’! | 


| B.O.; ‘Angels’ Tops, 6/,G . 


Bridal’ OK 106 


| It Hot’ (20th). Fair $3,000. Last week, | 


Happiness’ $14,500 for Par, Sadness a 


For the Rest in L.A 
King Turf 96, 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
_> Aer $218,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Serer ee $185,700 
(Based on 10 theatresy 











‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2d wk). Good 
enough $5,000 in sight after excellent 
$8,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Sergeant Madden’ (M-G) and ‘Like 


'‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Lady and 





| 


| 
| 





(2d week) came through | 


Mob’ (Col), $2,500, so-so. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Dark Rapture’ (U) and ‘Wife’s Re- 
lations’ (Rep). Should pick up to 


$2,500, good. Last week, poor $1,500 | 


on ‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Strange 
Boarders’ (Brit) repeat. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 


(600; 25-50)—‘La Marseillaise’ (2d 
wk). Feeling the heat and looks like 
poor $1,000 after fair $1,600 last 
week. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- 


|34)—‘Vidoe’ and ‘Alexis, Gentleman- 


Chauffeur.’ Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Altitude 3,000’ and ‘Une Java’ off, 
$3,800. 


KILDARE BIG 
346 IN BOSTON 


Boston, June 13. 

‘Kildare’ is standout this weex, 
with ‘Young Lincoln’ taking second 
coin. ‘East Side Heaven’ holds over 
after a big initial stanza. 

Keith Boston policy altered: vaude 
three days 
day) instead of four days now, with 
two double bill changes to fill out 
the week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Mystery Wong’ (Mono) and ‘Wolf 
Call’ (Mono) and vaude split with 
‘Mysterious Miss X’ (Rep)-‘Woman 
Doctor’ (Rep) (2d run) and ‘Darling 











Daughter’ (WB)-‘Pardon Nerve’ 
| (20th) (both 3d run). Heading for 
| average $7,500. Last week, ‘Panama 
|Patrol’’ (GN) and ‘Racketeers of 
Range’ (RKO), plus fight picture, 
with vaude, four days; ‘King of Un- 
derworld’ (WB) and ‘Almost Gent’ 
(RKO) (both 2d run), two days; and 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Torchy 
Blane’ (WB) (‘both 3d run), two 
days, okay $8,200. 

Fenway (M&P) 
55)—‘Juarez’ (WB) 
‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (WB). Okay 
$7,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Get 
Away Murder’ (WB) and ‘Chasing 
Danger’ (20th), seedy $5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘East Side Heaven’ (U) 
(2d week) and ‘Family Next Door’ 
(U). Good $13,000 pace. Last week, 
‘Heaven’ (U) and ‘Moto’ (20th), big 
$18,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Boy 
Friend’ (20th). Medium $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Juarez’ (WB) and 
‘Women in Wind’ (WB) (2d week), 
good $13,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G). Smash $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) 
and ‘Society Lawyer’ (M-QG), satis- 
factory $13,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (WB). Aiming 
at dandy $8,500. Last week, ‘Get 
Away Murder’ (WB) and ‘Chasing 
Danger’ (20th), $7,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 


(1,332; 25-35-40- 
(2d run) and 





—‘Gorilla’ (20th) and ‘Nazi Spy’ 
(WB) (‘both 2d run). Fair $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA) and ‘Gracie Allen Murder’ 
(Par), $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) — 
‘Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Bridal Suite’ 
(M-G). Big $14,000. Last week, 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) and ‘So- 
ciety Lawyer’ (M-G), tepid $10,500. 


Okla. Meet June 26-27 


Oklahoma City, June 13. 


Theatre Owners of Oklahoma 


Last week, ‘Washington | meet here June 26-27 at the Bilt- 


more Hotel, according to Morris 


(2,700; 25-45-55)— | Loewenstein, prez. 


Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA prexy; 
Gov. 


Leon C. Phillips, are among others 


set to address the open forum a 


cussions. 


oe 
| 
| 


(Friday-Saturday-Sun- | 


3 Sun’ 15446 Dual, 
2 Spots, Chips OK 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Pretty dismal outlook for first runs 
{on current week, only bright spot 
being ‘Invitation to Happiness’ at 
‘the Paramount which will garner 
| satisfactory $14,000 on initial stanza, 
and sticks for another seven days. 
{ Balance of town, with exception of 
‘Mr. Chips’ at Four Star (fifth week), 


j 


is shot to pieces. 

Biggest disappointment is failure 
'of ‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ to show more 
b.o. strength after rave preview 
notices. ‘Sun Never Sets,’ generally 


| panned by critics, furnishing RKO 
| and Pantages with just a fair week, 
| while ‘King of Turf’ (UA) at Warner 
| day-daters is no wow. 

Two moveover spots garnering 
| slim grosses, so it’s plenty of reason 
| for weeps all around. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 30-40- 


|55)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Tell 
No Tales’ (M-G) dual. Final week 
of moveover first-run policy, occa- 


sioned by shifting of Chinese to all- 
flesh, not very encouraging and 
$2,000 will have to suffice. Last 
week, ‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) and 
‘Washington Square’ (20th), okay 
$3,300. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘King Turf’ (UA) and ‘Women 
in Wind’ (WB). Miserable $5,000 for 
five days forced exit, with ‘Juarez’ 
(WB) replacing today (Tuesday), two 
days ahead of schedule. Last week 
‘Man Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘On Trial 
(WB), $8,500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (5th week). Early 
pace continues and looks like easy 
$5,000 on fifth stanza, after fourth 
ended with lucrative $5,600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘King Turf’ (UA) and ‘Women 
Wind’ (WB). Brutal $4,000 for five 
days replacing with ‘Juarez’ (WB) 
today (Tuesday), two days ahead of 
schedule. Last week, ‘Man Conquest’ 
(Rep) and ‘On Trial’ (WB), satis- 
factory $8,000. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280: 25-30-35- 


40)—‘Chasing Danger’ (20th) and 
‘King Chinatown’ (Par) dual and 
vaudeville. Poor $6,500. Last 


week, ‘Racketeers or mange’ (RKO) 
and ‘One Third Nation’ (Par), weak 
$7,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) and ‘For Love 
Money’ (U) dual. No wow at $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Only Angels’ (Col) 2d 
week) and ‘Sorority House’ (RKO), 
excellent holdover $8,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par) and 
stage show. Town’s best solo grosser 
and headed for good $14,500. Holds 
second week. Last week, nine-day 
run of ‘Gracie Allen Case’ (Par), 
so-so $12,000. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) —‘Sun Never 
Sets’ (U) and ‘Code Streets’ (U) 
dual. Trifle better than Hollywood 
day-dater, for satisfactory $7,400. 
Last week, ‘Angels Wings’ (Col) (24 
week) and ‘Made Her Spy’ (RKQ), 
excellent holdover at $8,200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75)—Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Jones 
Family in Hollywood’ (20th) dual. 
Disappointing at $9,100. Last week, 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Tell No 
Tales’ (M-G) $10,800, only fair. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 


40-55)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and 
‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G) dual. Doin 
poorly on moveover for aroun 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Wonderful 
World’ (M-G) and ‘Washington 


Square’ (20th) neat $4,100. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Jones 
Family’ (20th) dual. Setting better 
pace proportionately than its day- 
dater (State) with fairish $7,200 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Lucky Night’ 
ae and ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G), 


MOSS TO OPERATE 
MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, June 13. 

Except for minor details, an agree- 
ment has been reached under which 
the 4,200-seat Minnesota theatre will 
reopen in time for the fall season, 
according to the statement by H. K. 
Moss, president of the Minneapolis 
Theatre Co., owner of the building. 
Moss states the Theatre Co. itself 
will operate the house previously 
leased to Paramount's northwest cir- 
cuit. House has been dark more 
than a year. 

Gordon Green, who managed for 
several years. will be managing di- 
rector. Expected policy will be 
vaudefilm at a flat 25e admission. 

Previously mentioned the local 
Benz Bros., brewers-theatre owners, 
would take over. 
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Press-Newsreel Coverage of Royal 


Visit Smoothly Worked Out All The 
Way; Had Its Effect on the B.0. Too: 








Radio Self-Reg Up; Too 





Film men should find signifi- 
cant, because not dissimilar, the 
radio industry’s present efforts 
to achieve ‘self-regulation.’ 

Advance intimation of what 
the radio code of ethics, soon to 
be adopted, will contain is de- 
scribed on page 31 of this issue. 








| ares ’ 
Historic visit of Great Britain’s;lumbia U. story until Movietone Fim Industry S$ ‘Land 


crowned heads to the U. S. brought | changed its mind and agreed to go| 


the greatest concentration of news- | 2head. This forced the other four} 


“| reels to cover, 
men, newsreel cameramen and still Outcome of Columbia’s action is 


photographers ever experienced in| that several newsreels have _ indi- 
this country, gathered in Wash- | cated they will go slow in the future 
ington and New York, Friday and|on covering Dr. Nicholas Murray 
Saturday (9-10). As with the police | Butler unless it is a hot yarn. News- 


department in Manhattan, every|Treel men say that even the limita- 
available man was assigned to| tons on newsreels covering the royal 
cover King George and Queen | party in Canada were not as harsh as 


Elizabeth’s arrival, with the excep- | Columbia's treatment. 
tion of skeleton crews that were held eel | 
ready for emergencies. | 


Orderly arrangements, > rete Queen Elizabeth was voted ‘the most 
carried out to perfection in Washing- | gracious camera personality ever’ by 


ton when the party called at the | the newsreel camera grinders after 
White House, pleasantly surprised the Washington ‘battle’ in the hot 
vet newsreelmen accustomed to cov- ‘sun. The British queen leaned over- 
ering major news events. Newsreel|} rq to assist the newsreel camera 
photographers had some 20 locations | men at the Union Station in Wash- 
assigned = advance with the of- ington when the royal party lined up 
ficial events going along aS Per| for the greeting from President 
schedule. | Roosevelt, they were at such an 
Included in an Army scout car was | 
Hugo Johnson, a regular newsreel | decent view of the pair. They could 
photographer, who ground out ma-/not shift around, like the still pho- 
terial for all five reels. 
regulation army uniform as required. | equipment. 
At one juncture in the parade| Word to an official representative 
through Washington streets, Presi- | of the party was enough. The queen 
dent Roosevelt nudged the King and | quietly walked over to one side, 
indicated the newsreel grinder. The/| taking King George with her, as had 
traveling record shows the King | been directed, completely disregard- 
smilling as he realized that every ing the prearranged charting of their 
move was being captured by the) positions. This gave the newsreel 
camera. photographers the shots they wanted. 
Newspapermen, photographers and Similar co-operation occurred 
newsreelmen carried three means of | throughout the day. 
identification in covering the story.| Next highest praise was for Elea- 
Arm band bearing the inscription, | °F Roosevelt, long noted for her as- 
‘British Royal Visit,’ with a badge sistance to newsreelmen, who helped 
and card with similar wording went | keep the royal couple in proper 
to each one. All three were num-| focus throughout the Washington 
bered identically, which provided a|ViSit. One cameraman explained 
further check. Those allowed on the | that the President's wife constantly 


trains had bands carryi an| kept her eyes on the newsreel 
phn jaa Site ee ee cameras and gently guided her royal 


guest to make sure that she re- 
N. ¥. a Special Headache mained in camera range at all times. 
The visit to New York and the 


Picture industry was represented 
World’s Fair necessitated a special| at the royalty ceremonies at the 
pass because of the numerous work-|N YY, World’s Fairgrounds when 
ing press scribes, photographers and 


) ; Lieutenant - Commander Harold 
newsreelmen on the job. City News| Auten, holder of the British Victoria 
Association, covering New York, 


IVGE: Cross, was formally presented to the 
used some 40 district men along the| royal couple. Auten won the Cross 
route from the Battery to the Fair, 


Boys Laud Queen’s Co-op 
Washington, June 13. 








| 
| 


| 
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He wore the | tographers, because of their heavy | dience 


Of Liberty’ Premieres 
Today at N. Y. Fair 


The film industry’s contribution to 
the New York World’s Fair, ‘Land 
of Liberty,’ previously known by 
the working title, ‘Cavalcade of 
America,’ starts its continuous run 
at the Federal Bidg. in Flushing 
Meadows today (Wednesday). It 
will be shown in the U.S. building’s 
small auditorium which seats less 
than 1,000. 

Title was switched at the last min- 
ute on the Coast because several 
connected with its final completion 
did not like the ‘Cavalcade’ tag. 
Also it was found that a short had 
been made with a: similar ‘Caval- 
cade’ designation, and one or more 
features also had used it. 

Film runs more than two hours, 





| angle that the lensers could get no| ynless further editing is done to get 


it close: to a preferred one-hour run- 
ning time. Necessity for steady au- 
turnover necessitates a 
shorter footage. 

‘Land’ was made from 2,000,000 
feet of features, shorts and news- 
reels. Approximately 1,000 se- 
quences were taken from 125 feature 
pictures, shorts and newsreels in 
editing the production. Task re- 
quired approximately seven months. 
Both major and independent film 
companies submitted their already 
completed product of past years and 
currently available so that selec- 
tions could be made. Cast includes 
the names of many _ important 
players. 

After full compilation had been 
made by the Hays office in the east, 
Cecil B. DeMille assembled and 
edited the picture. Only the narra- 
tion and commentary was added to 
the film after inis process. 

Special press book, prepared by 
the Hays office, was printed by the 
Federal government, with 20,000 
copies the initial press run. This 
contains commentary praise by 
James T. Shotwell, director of Eco- 
nomics and History of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. 
Dr. Shotwell conferred and collab- 





Dear Vic: 








spotting a man every mile. City 
News used about 50 odd men in all. 
N. Y. Daily News assigned its whole 
camera staff to covering the visit of 
British royalty, about 52 lensers go- 
ing out on the story. 


Similar elaborate arrangements 
were made by other papers and 
press associations, making coverage 
the most extensive ever. Estimated 
that there were as many newspaper- 
men and cameramen on the yarn as 

‘detectives assigned by the police. 


Reason for such elaborate prepara- 
tions was that each paper wanted to 
get the story itself and to be sure to 
be on the job for any unforeseen in- 
cident. At the Fair, photographers 
had about 30 good locations from 
which to record the story. 


The maycr’s advisory committee 
on police credentials did a work- 
manlike job coordinating press ar- 
rangements for coverage of the N. Y. 
visit. Both the police and state de- 
partments were confronted with the 
tremendous problem of _ spotting 
locations at the formal reception at 
Pier A, for not only newspaper 
scribes and still cameramen, but also 
for radio staffs and newsreels, as 
well as at many other locations about 
the city. William Henderson, of the 
City News, made a personal appeal 
to all newspapers, radio units and 
newsreels that they confine their re- 
quests entirely to actual working 
men, leaving out the usual number 
of brass hats and editor’s wives. 
Limited number of passes then were 
issued by the police department on 
the recommendation of the mayor’s 
advisory committee on police cre- 
dentials. 

Peeved at Columbia U 

The newsreels burned plenty last 
week at what they charged were 
officious methods on the part of 
Columbia University regarding the 
visit of the King and Queen to Co- 
lumbia. College forced the reels to 
use joint coverage, limiting the five 
to one roto camera. They also com- 
plained about the distant location 
assigned to them. 


The five newsreels apparently had 


and the British D.S.C. while serving 
in England’s navy during the world 
war. 

Auten is American representative 
of Greater Union Theatres, cinema 
circuit of Australia, with headquar- 
ters in New York. 


orated on the historical facts em- 
ployed in the picture. 


MONROE-WARREN END 








Today's Bistros vs. Yesteryear s = 
Class (And Not So) Joints—Lefty 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





New York, June 13, 


Just received your letter and see that it’s been so warm at Coolacres 
that you had to put the cooling system to work. Well, after reading the 
statement of the business we did last week I think it would be cheaper to 
have the ushers fan the audience. I suppose if you did that, some of those 
natives would expect Sally Rand behind each fan. Also see where you 
have ‘Stagecoach’ booked in. Aggie and me saw it and it sure is a great 
picture, and we should do plenty of business with it. It’s a real old- 
fashioned horse opera but done with a good camera and swell actors. The 
sheriff doesn’t wear a big star, but the horses are there and the Indians, 
cowboys and soldiers and they shoot almost as much as Olsen & Johnson 
do in their show. 


Joe has been showing me and Aggie a great time taking us around the 
boobtraps, which is what they call nite clubs. Jack White, Frankie Hyers 
and Pat Harrington are the swellest trio since the days of Clayton, Jackson 
and Durante. They are great in the fast wisecrack and satire. They kid 
everything and everybody and give you plenty of laughs for your dough. 
Then there’s Eddie Davis, at Leon & Eddie’s; plenty hot. He sings songs 
for over an hour and as far as the customers are concerned he can stay on 
for two. The late Jackie Osterman had his own club on Swing Street and 
the kid packed plenty of entertainment. Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe 
gives you a swell evening’s entertainment with artists like Joe E. Howard, 
Tom Patricola, Buddy Doyle, Willie Solar, Emma Francis, Fritzi Scheff, 
Frank Libuse and dozens of others. They’re great. We ended up at Ben 
Marden’s where we saw Joe E. Lewis who is to nite clubs today what Al 
Jolson was to musical comedy. This Lewis guy is as good in a velour 
palace as he is in a sawdust joint. 


Aggie, Joe and me got to talkin’ about the old days around Broadway's 
nite spots. There was plenty of ‘em and some of the greatest artists ap- 
peared in ’em but it was sort of different than today; then it didn’t seem so 
commercial. But maybe it was. It musta been, because I never heard of any- 
body in night club business for the fun of it. Only looking back is so much 
easier for us oldtimers than looking forward, and while memory travels 
we forget a lot about the unimportant details. We spoke about the old 
spots like Maxim’s, Shanley’s, Reisenweber’s with Sophie Tucker, Dixie- 
land Jazz band, Doralinda. Strand Roof where little Dave Mallen played 
for years, Churchill's where Hank the Mule was a big hit, Gallagher's 
where that Irish thrush, Julia Garrity, would gargle ballads; the Pekin 
where Vincent Lopez played the groan box, Henry Fink at the old Tokio, 
the old Garden with Eddie Miller, Helen Vincent, Belle Gannon, the Col- 
lege Inn with Joe Ward and one of the most widely copied Hebe comics in 
the world, Harry Delson. Murray’s with its topnotch dance teams; Tommy 
Lyman at Jimmy Kelly’s, Freeman and Dunham singing hundreds of songs 
at Faust’s; Bustanoby’s Cafe Del Opera, Moulin Rouge, El Dorado, the 
old Marlboro which was Kid McCoy’s, Rector’s, the Boardwalk, Healy's 
with Hale & Patterson and Bertee Beaumont. Sennett’s with great enter- 
tainers like Charlie Slatterly and Cookie (Hawthorn and Cook); the Palais 
Royal with Paul Whiteman and Fritzi Scheff, Back Stage with Helen 
Morgan starting there, Little Club with guys like Frank Fay and Phil 
Baker, Harry Richman, the Plantation, the Silver Slipper with the greatest 
of ’em all, Van and Schenck, and not forgetting Ruby Keeler and Danny 
Healy; Will Oakland at his Terrace, the Melody Club, Rue De La Paix, 
Jim Redmond’s, Texas Guinan’s, Pabst’s 125th St. and Sonntag’s, the 
Chatham Club, Mike Salter’s where Irving Berlin sang, and Jules Sarnoff 
fiddled; Little Hungary with Rigo the violinist; the German Village where 
Sophie Tucker was first discovered; Clayton, Jackson and Durante’s Dover 
Club and later the Parody. 

Artists like the Mosconi Bros., Gilda Grey, Bee Palmer, Billy Arnold, 
Jack Jarrett, Sally Fields were panicking 'em in the nite spots. The Shel- 
burne at Brighton Beach, with Gus Edwards, Bobby Watson, Dave Mallen, 
Frank Crumit, Sam Dody and Sam Lewis, yeh even Bert Hanlon. Great 
artists in great spots. Somehow the smoke wasn’t so thick and the air was 
fresher. Of course, like Aggie sez, those days we had younger lungs and 
better eyes. We sure had a great time, but me and Aggie still like our Leer 
at home, and as I was sayin’ to Joe, the guy that will open a night spot 
where a feller can put on slippers, unbutton the coat and loosen up his 





Ruined Detroit 
Detroit, June 13. 

Royal visit of King George and 
Queen Elizabeth to Windsor, across 
the river from Detroit, shot holes 
in local amusement biz last Tuesday 
(6), although stopover was only for 
about one hour. 

Upwards of 30,000, plus thousands 
who crowded the Detroit shore and 
river, jammed the Border Cities for 
the early-evening visit. Hotel rooms 
and other vantage spots sold for as 
high as $50, with many takers, and 
hawkers did a thriving biz with 
those who trekked early in the day 
from all parts of Michigan, Ohio and 
Ontario to obtain a vantage spot. 
Theatres were deserted most of the 
day in Detroit and drinking spots 
picked up a few late-hour shekels 
after mob was able to get back 
across the river. 





Helped D.C. Shows 
Washington, June 13. 
Out-of-town influx of about 100,000 
over Thursday (8) and Friday (9) 
to view the King and Queen in their 
visit here upped film biz materially 
for those days, breaking up the offish 
biz that has been prevalent of late. 


Wilbur Flagged On 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Crane Wilbur, writer-director of 
Warners’ historical featurettes, was 
handed a new term contract. 
His next patriotic short is “Mon- 
roe Doctrine.’ 








AIDE BECOMES BOSS 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Herb Norsch took over the sound 
effects department at Republic, re- 
placing Hank DeMond, who resigned 
to go into another business ven- 
ture. 

Norsch had been DeMond’s as- 
sistant, 





agreed to pass up handling the Co- 





KEARNEY, NEB., POOL 


Kearney, Neb., June 13. 

Buying and operating pool here 
between George O. Monroe, Sr. and 
the Harry Warren-Central States 
Theatres, Inc., is at an end. Break 
came after theatres here had been 
operating under Warren’s direction 
for five years. 

Move finds Monroe taking back 
the 900-seat Empress, which has 
been assigned to George Wright to 
manage. Warren’s CST manager, 
Nevins Lynn, will be exclusively at 
the World. 


Hoffman Leaves Rep. 


Hollywood, June 13. 
John Auer stepped in to produce 
and direct ‘Highway Patrol’ at Re- 
public, taking the place of M. H. 
Hoffman, who checked off the lot. 
Production of ‘Hit Parade,’ on 
which Auer was originally assigned, 
has been deferred until the comple- 
tien of ‘Patrol.’ 














Al Rogell’s Hula 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Al Rogell gets the piloting job on 
the musical, ‘Hawaiian Nights,’ to be 
produced by Max Golden at Uni- 
versal, 
Cast will be picked this week. 





AGENT SUES HATTIE NOEL — 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Charging breach of contract, Da- 
vid Chudnow filed suit for $5,503 
against Hattie Noel, screen actress. 

Agent claims defendant broke 
five-year contract without cause, 
and asks 10 per cent of her esti- 
mated earnings during balance of 
the period. 





collar, would make a fortune. 


That’s about all I got in the news line to point at you this week. -Nobody 
seems to be excited about the King and Queen’s visit here next week. 
There’s been a lot of arguments in the papers how a guy should meet ’em 
by bowing and curtsying. I guess the only ones that will bow to ’em are 


the actors; just kinda practicing up in 


case vaudeville comes back. Sez 


Your pal, 


Lefty. 





$230,000 Drop in U.S. Pix 
For U. K. During 1938 


Washington, June 13. 

Drop of $230,000 in the valuation 
of films exported to Great Britain 
was experienced during the calen- 
dar year of 1938, the U. S. Dept. of 
Commerce announced last week. 

Trade report figures showed that 
only 59,015 linear feet of films (ex- 
posed and not exposed) were pur- 
chased from the U. S. by the United 
Kingdom, as against 63,976 feet in 
1937 and 63,247 feet for 1936. Value 
placed upon film shipments for the 
three year period was $1,131,000 in 
1938; $1,361,000 in 1937 and $1,496,- 
000 in 1936. 

Sales of motion picture sound 
equipment during the same period 
showed a startling decrease for each 
consecutive year. During the past 
year only $210,000 worth of equip- 
ment was sold to Great Britain—less 
than half of the $563,000 valuation 
placed upon 1937 sales and $510,000 
less than the $720,000 worth of 
sound apparatus exported in 1936. 

Completing statistics published for 
the 10 months ended October, 1938, 
Commerce Department pointed out. 
however, ‘that the 1938 figures are4 
‘preliminary and subject to revision.’ 





TRACY’S NEWSHAWK YARN 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Lee Tracy has the top assign- 
ment in RKO’s ‘Headline Holiday,’ 
newspaper yarn by Wolfe Kaufman, 
ex-VARIETY mugg. 


Briggs, Graham-Paige 
Auto Strikes Over In 
- Det.; Helps B.0. Some 


Detroit, June 13. 

Settlement of Briggs Body and 
Graham-Paige strikes, which had 
forced about 150,000 persons out of 
work for more than two weeks, 
brought some relief to local exhibs 
late last week, but it figures to be 
only temporary. 

Before the Briggs tieup came, 
Chrysler and Ford divisions were 
just beginning to clean up produc- 
tion on 1939 models. However, while 
they were forced to shut because of 
lack of bodies, retail sales in the 
U. S. took a surprising spurt, but 
these makers in general were unable 
to supply sufficient cars. As result 
it’s considered doubtful if these two 
manufacturers will be able to get 
sufficient autos out in the field in 
time to cash in on the sales upturn. 

This fact, coupled with the gen- 
eral belief that most auto makers 
will bring out 1940 models earlier 
than usual this year to catch the tail- 
end of the N. Y. and San Francisco 
fair crowds, will undoubtedly result 
in an early lull in auto employment 
while plants are changing over to 
new tools, dies, etc. Competing with 
strong outdoor attractions, local film 
exhibs figure to get smaller than 
usual take this summer, especially 








Cliff Reid produces. 


with mediocre product. 
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Venezuela's $40,000,000 Expansion 
Program Also a Boom to Film Market 


— 








By JOHN LINDSAY 


(Until recently director for 20th- 

Fox Film sales in Venezuela, and 

slated to return to South America 
for production-distribution). 


Wilcox’s 2 Britishers 
To Select for U. S. Sales 


Herbert Wilcox has sold US. dis- 
. tribution rights to two English pro- 

There is a boom on in Venezuela.) guctions to Select Pictures Corp. of 
Picture theatres are crowded; new)|.N_Y. Films are ‘The Royal Divorce’ 
houses are being opened; new equip- — yrs we and ‘The Ke- 

7 ial ae urn of the Frog.’ itelson & May- 
ment 1s being installed. a handled it for Wilcox. 

There is a twofold reason for this)  wiioox now on the Coast making 
boom. The Venezuelan government | ‘Nurse Cavell’ with Anna Neagle for 
has started its ‘Three Year Plan,’| RKO, is reported dickering to buy 
which plan calls for the expenditure 


the distribution rights to an inde- 
f $400,000,000. New roads, schools pendent British production of the 
o ,000,000. Ss, ’ 
hospitals, airports, buildings. And 


same name. Idea-is to shelve this 
picture and take it off the market. 

secondly, the newly discovered oil 

fields are opening up the ‘Oriente,’ 


‘Nurse Cavell’ was also produced 
or eastern section of the country. 


by Wilcox as a silent some years 
New pipe lines, towns, population, 

















ago under the title ‘Dawn.’ 


SHAUER, GORDON SAIL 
FOR B.A. FRIDAY (16) 


Mel Shauer, head of his Own Vic- 
toria Films, Inc., unit, in from the 
Coast with William Gordon, en 
route to South America, sails for 
Buenos Aires Friday (16). He will 
start production on at least two of 
the series of six Spanish-language 
productions which United Artists 
will release. 

Rosita Moreno (Mrs. Shauer), who 
will be starred in the series, is still 
in Hollywood and will join the group 
in B. A. as soon as production setup, 
studio, personnel, etc., has been com- 
pleted. Shauer plans to spend six 
months in the Argentine and will 
then make pictures in Cuba and 
Mexico. 


40G LOST ON ‘MEXICANA’ 


Mexican Gov’t Loses Out in Booking 
Native Musical 





films. 

It’s a great country, run by trained, 
educated, hard-working executives. 
President Lopez Contrares has ap- 
pointed one of the outstanding cab- 
inets in Latin America. The Ven- 
ezuelans, and all the foreigners who 
live there, are enjoying the freedom 
of a real republican government, 
free speech and no income taxes. 
It’s the only country in the world 
without any internal or external 
debt. 

Film Tastes Same 


Film tastes are the same as those 
of any peoples who appreciate art 
and true-to-life portrayals. Holly- 
wood ‘A’ product is doing an out- 
standing business. No money can 
be made on ‘B’ double-bill fare. 

The market took a radical turn to 
native-language and French pic- 
tures in February, 1937. This prod- 
uct is firmly established and there 
to stay. Mexican hits started with 
‘Alla En El Rancho Grande.” The 
Mexican and Argentine producers 
‘ambiente’—feel, 
psychology, atid details in their pic- 
tures, which the Hollywood-made 
talkers lack. 

Venezuelan production is here. ‘El 
Rompimiento’ was a starter with bad 
sound and technical details. 'Joropo’ 
is in the cutting room and will be 
ready for release soon; certain box- 
office in Venezuela and probably in 
all the remainder of Latin America 
and Spain. 

Metro and Fox have established 
branches in Caracas and Maracaibo. 
The other majors will probably 
shortly follow suit. The exchange is 
favorable and pegged at 3:19 bolivars 
to the dollar. (Incidentally, if you 
think in terms of U. S. dollars, at the 
actual exchange, Venezuela is the 
most expensive country In the world 
to live in. Divide by six, and not 
three, to bring living to a New York 
city basis.) 


No Quota Troubles 


There are no quota troubles, cen- 
sorship is reasonable, and tariffs are 
not a drawback. There are some 110 
theatres now operating and _ this 
number will increase. Caracas re- 
lease houses now number eight with 
the opening of Manual Fonseca’s new 
Avila, a 2,000-seater, the last word in 
modern equipment, seats, air-condi- 
tioning and comfort. Modern con- 
crete structures are found even in 
the neighborhood houses like the 
Teatro Rex. Latest equipment is 
found in many of the small towns 
throughout the interior of the coun- 
try. In fact, theatres in Venezuela 
are equal to, and in many cases bet- 
ter, than those found in cities and 








Mexico City, June 13. 


With picture producers nixing of- 
fers to buy the plot, it seems the 
Mexican government stands to lose 
$40,000 on ‘Mexicana’ (nee ‘Upa y 
Apa’), pretentious stage revue that 
it backed and which skidded in 
Gotham. 

There appears to be no possible 
way for the government to get back 
any of the coin it sank into this one, 
which was intended to build good 
will abroad and attract tourists. 
Government is reported to be cool to 
any other propositions that have for- 
eign extensions. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 








‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, '37. 


“a Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14, 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess — 
Sept. 20, ’38. 


‘Geneva,’ Saville—Nov. 22, ’38. 
ee Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24, 


‘Design for Living,’ Haymarket— 
Jan. 25, '39. 

‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ Comedy— 
Jan. 26, ’39. 

‘Black and Blue,’ Hippodrome — 
March 8, '39. 

‘Gate Revue,’ 
March 9, ’39. 

‘The Man in Half Moon Street,’ 
New—March 22, '39. 


Ambassadors — 


erse of equal population in the i eee a on = 
‘The ¥ ‘When We Are Married,’ Prince’s 
Venezuelans pay $1 (3.25 bo- —March 27, ’39. 


livars) to see a first-run picture, and 
the big houses like the Avila, Con- 
tinental and Principal are often 
crowded. There are no double bills, 
banknites or dishes. The people still 
80 just to see the show. 

Pictures are normally booked on 
: percentage basis—50% of the gross 
€ss the government tax on this spot- | 8, ’39. 

— market. — Duke of York’s—May 9, 

American distributors are begin-| 99... , ; 
inee to pay attention to this promis- 10 — Head,’ Westminster—May 
t § and growing foreign field and| ‘Grouse in June,’ Criterion—May 
° appreciate the fact that the Vene- 16, °39. 
Zuelans are extremely friendly to us, ‘Uneasy Living,’ Kingway, May 
when we are natural and forget to | 18, °39. ; 
be important. ‘Behold the Bride,’ Shaftesbury, 

May 23, ’39. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Apollo—May 


e 24, °39. 
New Whodunit NSG ‘Only Yesterday,’ Playhouse—May 
London, June 13. 25, 409 


‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ White- 
hall—March 28, '39. 

‘The Women,’ Lyric—April 20. 

‘The Little Revue,’ Little—April 21, 


‘Third Party Risk,’ St. Martin’s— 
May 2, ’39. 

“Intruder,” Wyndham’s—May 3, '39. 

‘Quiet Wedding,’ PiccadHly—May 








; ‘Rhor ’ Globe— 
‘To Kill a Cat,’ an ineffectual who- May 31. 4 a 
Aunit, opened to poor response at the| ‘To Kill a Cat,’ Aldwych—June 7, 
Aldwych Wednesday night (7). "39. 


Arnold’s Ice Revue 
Clicks in So. Africa 


Cape Town, May 30. 

Tom Arnold’s Ice Revue, ‘Switzer- 
land,’ pulled capacity for six weeks 
at the Empire, Johannesburg, and 
did likewise at the Alhambra here 
for eight days, from May 16, Tour 
is under direction of African Con- 
solidated Theatres. Oufit sailed last 
week for Australia. 

Topliners are Phil Champion, Elsie 
Heathcote, MacKinnon Sisters, Ron- 
ald and Priestley, Connie Graham, 
Tommy Russell and Ernie Marconi, 
Ross and Bennett. 





Monetary Setup 
May Delay US. 


Reentry to Spain 


Resumption of American film dis- 
tribution in Spain is seen largely 
a matter the solution of which is 
mainly dependent on the withdrawal 
of rental money. Meantime, most 
major American companies are go- 
ing ahead with preparations for ex- 
tensive distribution in Spain. A ma- 
jority of the bigger companies 
maintained skeleton crews during 
the civil war, but a number with- 
drew their general managers to 


General Theatre Unit to Be Revived 
In Australia, Ending Breach Between 
Hoyts, Greater Union on Bookings 





Aussie ‘Women’ Up As 
Censor Nix Rebounds 





Attempt by the censor to bar ‘The 
Women’ boomeranged in New Zea- 
land and the Clare Boothe comedy | 
rebounded with exceptional grosses, 
according to word received in New 
York last week. Censor had nixed 
the play for public presentation 
there, but was reversed by local au- 
thorities. Resultant publicity hypoed 
business. 

Irene Purcell, Broadway actress 
who had the lead withdrew before | 
the troupe returned to Australia and | 
after a stopoff in Honolulu is return- | 
ing to the U. S. Jack Arthur and 
Helene Denizon have left the Aus- 
tralian company of ‘I Married An 
Angel’ and have been replaced in the 
leads by Melton Moore and Katrin | 
Rosselle. 

Lina Basquette and Henry Mollin- | 
son opened the new Minerva theatre, | 
King’s Cross, Sydney, May 13 in! 
‘Idiot’s Delight.’ Australia & New| 
Zealand Theatres, Ltd., is managing 





Paris until hostilities had ceased. 


The big problem _ confronting 
American companies is to reach 


Some agreement whereby they can | 


withdraw coin collected during the 
last 28 months and in the future. 
They have had no definite assurance 
from the Franco government that 
they will be able to withdraw their 
profits. There also is some con- 
fusion regarding legal tender, Franco 
having ruled that the money in use 
when he took over is no good but 
that his own currency must be used. 
Most rentals collected by American 
firms in the last two years were 
paid in Loyalist coin. However, the 
loss would be relatively small if 
not redeemable. The VU. S. com- 
panies, too, had been paying em- 
ployees with Loyalist currency. 

Major companies also are slightly 
worried as to how their pictures, es- 
pecially those banned by Germany 
and Italy, will fare at the hands of 
Spanish censors. They are per- 
turbed, too, as to what action will 
be taken on films having stars who 
publicly and financially supported 
the Loyalist cause in Spain. 

Spain always has been regarded 
as an excellent market for Amer- 
ican films but few U. S. distributors 
want to help finance the rehabilita- 
tion of Spain, 





Lillie, Maurice-Cordoba 
Click in London Cafes 


London, June 13. 

The Cafe de Paris’ new show last 
night (Monday) was a smash, all due 
to Beatrice Lillie, who is booked in 
for a month. Indications are that 
she’ll stick for eight weeks, or until 
the nitery closes in August prior to 
the fall reopening. 

At the Savoy hotel, Maurice and 
Cordoba, Americans, in for a month, 
clicked solidly with their  ball- 
roomology. 


the shows. 





Broadway Visio 





(Continued from page 1) 





share the field with Equity even- 
tually, which would complicate the | 
matter. Heretofore, when excep- | 
tions to the extra pay for radio have | 
been sought by managers, on the) 
grounds that the @¢ngagements would 
be lengthened, Equity has been 
adamant on insisting the players be 
paid. Broadcasters are expectant of 
support from show business since, 
they say, no profit can be earned 
from television until advertising is 
made part of the programs. When 
that time comes rights would be paid 
for, authors and actors thereby bene- 
fiting. 

Use of radio for theatre promo- 
tional purposes started Monday (12) 
evening in New York over WNYC, 
municipal station. Plan is to broad- 
cast a program three times weekly. 
Idea was proposed during the win- 
ter but dropped by the managers 
when Equity was cool to the pro- 
posal and the attitude of the authors 
was similar. Originally it was pro- 
posed to broadcast portions of cur- 
rent shows, but that plan was 
dropped because of the barriers 
faced in paying actors and possibly 
authors for the rights. 

Present plan is billed ‘The Voice 
of the Theatre,’ consisting of inter- 
views with leading players, show 
gossip and show news. [Reviewed 
under Radio Reports ig this issue]. 
Understood that next season man- 
agers may buy radio time locally 
and from the networks if it’s indi- 
cated that such promotion is bene- 
ficial. On a commercial basis there 
would no question about payment to 
players. Latter presenjly are giving 





their services gratis. 





London Legit Off; Rainer- Bride’ 66, 
Disappoints; ‘Mice, 3 Musicals Okay 





London, June 5. 

West End legit has been much un- 
der the weather, with few shows 
holding up. 

Of the new crop the best money- 
maker is ‘Of Mice and Men,’ at the 
Apollo, which has jumped from $450 
nightly intake to $1,100. At that 
rate it can run for several months. 
Gilbert Miller and Jack Buchanan's 
‘The Women,’ at the Lyric, has 
dropped slightly below $9,000 week- 
ly after topping $10,000. Drop is 
mainly attributed to heat wave. Dis- 
appointment is Henry Sherek and 
Tom Arnold’s ‘Behold the Bride,’ 


which stars Luise Rainer. Was ex- 
pected to chalk up around $10,000 








for the first few weeks, but doing 


nearer $6,000. Can profit at that fig- 





ure, but not much. 

Of the musicals, ‘The Dancing | 
Years,’ Drury Lane; ‘Under Your | 
Hat,’ Palace, and ‘Black and Blue,’ | 
Hippodrome, still continue to make 
money. 

There are a number of shows due | 
to fold shortly, and if heat wave! 
continues, these are likely to be! 
joined by several more. 

‘Design For Living’ transfers from 
the Haymarket to the Savoy June 12, | 
as a two-for-oner. This is first in- | 
stance of a Noel Coward show hav- | 
ing stooped so low. ‘The Man in 


Revival of the General Theatre 


Corp., booking organization used 
jointly by Greater Union Theatres 
and Hoyts in Australia until two 
years ago, yesterday (Tuesday) 


seemed a certainty. With its restora- 
tion to active operation, a halt will 
be called to the present prolonged 
GUT and Hoyts 
circuits for product in Australia. 
Norman B. Rydge, chairman of the 
GUT board, who has been in New 


struggle between 


| York for the last two months, is ex- 


pected to disclose details of the set 
up tomorrow (Thursday). These 
are expected to include a working 
agreement via General Theatre 
Corp., whereby major U.S. product 
would be allocated to both GUT and 
Hoyts. Rydge plans te sail from 
Los Angeles for Sydney June 21. 

Besides this arrangement for more 
product, Rydge carries with him a 
contract extending several years for 
Columbia product. He also has Uni- 
versal, Monogram and Republic pacts 
besides call on some Metro and 
Paramount films. 

Restoration of the old GTC align- 
ment, however, is regarded as the 
main step towards restoring better 
relations between American distri- 
bution companies and Anzac ex- 
hibitors. In some quarters it’s 


| viewed as paving the way to the 


adoption of a 12%% cancellation 
clause in exhibitor contracts rather 
than the 25% allowed by law in 
New South Wales. 

GTC has been inoperative in Aus- 
tralia since the split up between GUT 
and Hoyts. Though not operating, 
it still retained Rydge and Charles 
Munro, Hoyts’ chief executive, as 
managing directors. Six posts on 
the board of directors were divided 
equally between GUT and Hoyts. 

Restoration of the General Thea- 
tres setup resulted from about two 
weeks of huddles betwee Rydge and 
Munro, in New York, together with 
representatives of several major 
companies and National Theatres. 
Last named is a heavy stockholder 
in Hoyts, 

While the new agreement on prod- 
uct bookings between Hoyts and 
GUT is expected to insure elimina- 
ion of GUT pressure, stockholder 
pressure against U.S. majors, it 
leaves most American companies 
largely dependent on the new book- 
ing combination in spotting their 
pictures into key houses, Lifting of 
such pressure is counted on to quiet 
demands for that 25% cancellation 
in New South Wales, too. 

Exceptions to such dependence can 
be rated as Metro and Paramount, 
latter having two showcases of its 
own in Australia, while Metro has 
six theatres, with a seventh due to 
open in October. 


JACK DURANT OPENS 
COLD, BUT HE’S A HIT 


London, June 13. 

Although he was required to plane 
in from Plymouth, and went on un- 
rehearsed, Jack Durant, the Ameri- 
can comedian-hoofer, scored splen- 
didly yesterday in his opening as the 
headliner at the Palladium. 

The Dandridge Sisters, harmoniz- 
ers, were unable to make the re- 
hearsal and consequently refused to 
open unrehearsed. Joe Termini re- 
placed and went over. 

At the Dominion theatre, Adelaide 
Hall, Harlem songstress, was a click 
in her debut there. 


No Change of Policy 
At London’s Drury 


London, June 13. 
Directors of the Drury Lane the- 














atre deny change of policy at the 


Half Moon Street,’ New, despite rave | theatre upon the closing of ‘Dancing 


by many scribes, folds June 17 after 
12 weeks, while ‘Tony Draws a 





Yeers,’ the Ivor Novello musical cur- 
| rently one of the town’s leading hits, 


Horse’ moves to the Comedy from which is playing at the house. 


the Strand as a two-for-oner. ‘Doc- 
tor’s Dilemma’ is another that bows 





Reported last week that the house 


would go to a twice-nightly musical 


out after 11 weeks at the Whitehall. | policy. 
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MAN ABOUT TOWN 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 8. 

Paramount release of Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr., production. Stars Jack Benny, Dorothy 
Lamour, Edward Arnold, Directed by Mark 
Sandrich. Screenplay by Morris Ryskind; 
based on story by M. Ryskind, Allan Scott 
and Z. Myers; camera, Ted Tetzlaff; editor, 
Le Roy Stone; songs, Matty Malneck, Fre1- 
erick Hollander, Frank Loesser. Previewed 
at Paramount, L. A., June 7, ‘39. Running 
time: 83 MINS. 








Rob Temple......cesessccsercees Jack Benny 
Diana Wilson........eceeee Dorothy Lamour | 
Sir John Arlington........+5 Edward Arnold 
Lady Arlington.......+seeee: Binnie Barnes 
BIUDOIG, ¢ ..6.0 sce Cewccccsess +»»-Monty Woolley 
Mme. Dubois......csccesveeses Isabel Jeans 
Ted Nasti...ccccccccsccivvssceces Phil Harris | 
BUSAM. occcvces errr vite) Betty Grable | 
HotchKiss....cccoccscsssececess E, E. Clive 


RRochester. .ccccccccsscccess Eddie 
Merriel Abbott Dancers 
Matty Malneck’s Orchestra 


Pina Troupe 


Anderson 








Paramount here presents Jack 
Benny in a close resemblance to 
his radio personality, with plenty of 
laugh lines and smart quips. In- 
cluded in the cast are Eddie Ander- 
son (Rochester) and Phil Harris of | 
his air show. Rochester provides 


much of the comedy, both as a foil was placed in Erwin’s car by the| 


| murderer because two cars were 


for Benny, and solo, in addition to a 
pair of dance turns that highlight the 
picture. 

‘Man About Town’ has its enter- 
taining and laugh moments, but is 
burdened with several production 


mumbers and three songs that slow | 


things down considerably. 
hypo of Benny’s radio plugs, pic- 
ture will get by for nominal biz in 
the keys, and give a good account of 
itself in the subsequent runs. Good 
and substantial family fare with 
easily understandable comedy lines 
and situations. 

Benny saunters through the pic- 
ture, dropping wisecracks and punch 
lines along the way. As a lothario, 
however, he’s not so forte, and fails 
to register convincingly in his ro- 
mance passages. Basic story foun- 
dation is not too strong. Same goes 
for most of the song and dance num- 
bers. Exceptions are Rochester’s 
dance turns, and_ well-routined, 
snappy and colorful acrobatic num- 
ber by the Merriel Abbott Dancers. 
Rochester has a generous supply of 
healthy lines and situations, making 
the most of every opportunity to 
click prominently in sharing top 
honors with Benny. 

Story presents Benny as a legit 
producer in London. Tabbed as a 
respectable bore by showgirls in the 
troupe, and unable to make an im- 
oe on Dorothy Lamour, Benny 

ankers to acquire a rep as a lady- 
killer. Mild restaurant flirtation with 
Binnie Barnes develops complica- 
tions when Miss Barnes and Isabel 
Jeans use the gullible Benny to 
arouse jealousies of their husbands. 
Whe: the latter two go gunning for 
Benny, Anderson saves the day by 
turning up with a baby, and Miss 
Lamour falls into Benny’s arms. 

The three songs are lightweight 
and unimpressive in the film, al- 
though since ee | radio- 
plugged. ‘Fidgety Joe,’ by Matty 

alneck and Frank Loesser, is sung 
by Betty Grable. Dorothy Lamour 
warbles ‘Strange Enchantment,’ by 
Frederick Hollander and _ Loesser; 
while Phil Harris assists Miss La- 
mour in delivering ‘Sentimental 
Sandwich,’ also by Hollander and 

sser. ‘Enchantment’ is easily the 
best. 

Production dance numbers, aside 
from the Anderson routines and 
Lrief, but effective acrobatic number 
by the Abbott troupe, add little to 
the entertainment side. Same goes 
for parade of the Petty girls, pert, 
pretty and eye sees rage only 
extra footage which slows the tempo. 

Miss Lamour is adequate as dae 
of Benny’s show, and is dressed 
smartly throughout. Studio had to 
get her close to the sarong, how- 
ever, in brief tableux number 
where she is draped in slave girl 
costume. Phil Harris handles his 
role okay, and leads the Matty Mal- 
neck ork in a couple of tunes. Ed- 
ward Arnold, Monty Wooley, Binnie 
Barnes and Isabel Jeans are satis- 
factory in respective assignments and 
Betty Grable is decorative in brief 
apnearances, 

Despite an episodic script, which 
uses blackout situations in numer- 
ous spots, director Mark Sandrich 
keeps the 1 ace moving along stead- 
ily. Lapses occur in delivery of the 
three songs and the mild dance en- 
sembles, but these faults are minor 
considering the overall comedy 
values in the picture. 





It Could Happen to You 


20th-Fox release of David Hempstead 
production. Features Stuart Erwin and 
Gloria. Stuart. Directed by Alfred Werker. 
Screenplay by Allen Rivkin and Lou Bres- 
low; based on original story by Charles 
Hoffman; camera, Ernest Palmer; editor, 
Nick De Maggio. At Palace, N. Y., dual, 
week June 8, '39. Running time: 71 MINS, 
Mackinley Winslow...........Stuart Erwin 
Delt” Witsoe ..iccccccececss Gloria Stuart 


J. Hadden Quigley...... Raymond Walburn 
Freddie Barlow,........... Douglas Fowley | 
Agnes Barlow.......ssseee oceces June Gale 
Alfred Wiman........cece «»-Clarence Kolb 
Bandy ceccccccsssscvcess ecoooes- Paul Hurst 
District Attorney........ eeeeRichard Lane 
WOGISF cececvcocccvcsccecs «+e Robert Greig 





Plausible, amiable turnout for the 
Jower half of duals or lighter singles. 
Story concerns a milquetoast who 
winds up in the bastile on a mur- 
der charge after a party given by 
his boss. Tale itself—sap whose 
ideas are grabbed by co-workers un- 
til wifey’s pushes awaken him—is 
an old one, but the different twists 
make it palatable. 

With Stuart Erwin as the un- 
knowing fount of ideas which ele- 


| murderer herself. 





Given | 


vate his best friend (Douglas Fow- 
ley) up the ladder of success, there’s 
plenty opportunity for laughs, and 
director Alfred Werker makes what 
he can out of them. Gloria Stuart 
convincingly plays the wife whose 
fast thinking extricates her man 
from the shadow of the electric 
chair and installs him as an exec in 
his advertising job. 


Erwin goes to the aforementioned | 
party to corner his boss (who doesn’t 
even know Erwin works for him) 
and lay an advertising idea in front 
of him. When he gets home, after 
several barroom stops, the body of 
a night club singer is found in his 
ear. Thinking it an open-and-shut 
case, the District Attorney has the 
guy tagged for the chair. Unable to 
convince the police of her husband’s 
innocence Miss Stuart digs up the 
Actual discovery 
is amusing as she takes Fowley over | 
the ground the pair covered on the | 
way home, but the only way he can | 
remember where they stopped is by | 
getting as drunk as he was on that 
night. 


When it’s discovered that the body 





identical, Miss Stuart is grabbed by 
the one who did it and Fowley pro- 
vides more laughs by getting cops 
via speeding around the countryside 
to gather a covey of speed chasers 
i behind him, 





| 
i 


MISSING DAUGHTERS | 


| Columbia production and release. Fea- 


| tures Richard Arlen, Rochelle Hudson, 
Marian Marsh, Isabel Jewell. Directed by 
c. C. Coleman, Jr. Original screenplay, 
Michael L. Simmons and George Bricker; 





| camera, Henry Freulich; editor, Gene Hav- 
| lick; music, M. W. Stoloff. At Globe, N. 

Y., week June 10, ’39, dual. Running time: 
63 MINS. 








Wally King. .cccccscccescccess Richard Arlen 
MBG TRODOTUS: 26 oc ccccovees Rochelle Hudson 
Josie Lamonte....sccessceees Marian Marsh 
PET og 60 06066 60066006066085n0 Isabel Jewell 
Lucky RogerS......eeeeees Edward Raquello 
Brick McGitk.cscccsccccccsescc Dick Wessel 
RUMI 4-65 654000 646600660000000600 Eddie Kane 
Captain McGraw..ccceceseees Wade Boteler 
BT PORTOW 6 6005065 s6bbensaneces Don Beddoe 
DOPIG. co ccvscsccceccoccesoses Claire Rochelle 

Mild programmer for lower-spot 
dualling. Vice-ring melodrama as 








indicated in the title, it’s virtually a 
carbon of umpteen previous how- 
girls-go-wrong yarns, some of which 
have been better and a few worse 
At best it’s a threadbare subject—and 
‘Missing Daughters’ is hardly best. 


Story deais with a racket gang 
that operates a dance hall, obtain- 
ing its hostesses through stooge tal- 
ent agents and tossing recalcitrant 
girls into the river. A Rover Boy 
newspaper and _ radio columnist 
teams with the sister of one of the 
victims to uncover the culprits. All 
strictly lurid stuff of the pulp mag 
vintage and incredibly hoked up for 
the moron segment. 


Direction and photography are 
routine and the acting is limited by 
the material. Richard Arlen is satis- 
factory in a stereotype portrait of the 
columnist. Rochelle Hudson is char- 
acteristically stiff as the avenging 
sister. Marian Marsh and _ Isabel 
Jewell passable in pasteboard parts, 
while Edward Raquello is the usual 
villain and Dick Wessell and Eddie 
Kane are standard types. Wade 
Boteler brings some distinction to 
the nondescript part of a police offi- 
cial, while Don Beddoe is notable 
in an otherwise colorless role of fake 
talent agent. Hobe. 


INSIDE INFORMATION 


Universal release of Irving Starr produc- 
tion, Features June Lang, Harry Carey, 
Dick Foran, Mary Carlisle. Directed by 
Charles Lamont. Adapted by Alex Gott- 
lieb from original by Martin Mooney and 
Burnet Hershey; camera, Arthur Martinelli. 
At Central, N. Y., dual, June 12, ’39, 
Running time, 61 MINS, 

Kathleen Burke,..csecscoccees- JUNG Lang 
Danny Blake...ssseccesecesess» Dick Foran 
Capt.. Dugan....... ..Harry Carey 
CTPGRAL. scenccciccccsccccecns Mary Carlisle 
Banford.. Addison Richards 
3 ....Joseph Sawyer 
..Grant Richards 
Cocccccccescocsese aus MaeVey 
Tuxley......00. esecesesses Selmer Jackson 
Sommissioner............Frederick Burton 
Frenchy...... cesccceee «seee+-J0hn Harmon 











eeeeeeese 








eeeeeeeereeesee 





An old theme of organized jewel 
bandits operating under cloak of in- 
surance adjusters, subordinated to a 
newer thesis, that of the triumph of 
modern crime detection over dis- 
carded police methods. A pesecios 
dish, all in all, being neither ob- 
noxious through exaggeration nor 
outstanding as serious screen enter- 
tainment. Customers will go for 
June Lang’s saccharine lensing and 
Dick Foran’s commendable work in 
the leads. 


Harry Carey lends forceful camera 
presence in a supporting role. Asa 
| police captain in whose precinct too 
many unsolved gem robberies have 
| taken place, he cannot help but add 
|'a phobia for know-it-all rookies, 
|fresh from police school, to his 
|other woes. Foran is the first to 
ieross his path. Equipped with 
'microsecope, magnifying glass and 
finger-print outfit, he has himself as- 
signed to Carey’s precinct—chiefly 
because of Carey’s niece, Miss Lang. 

Addison Richards, head of the 
jewel thieves, engineers a new hold- 
up while protesting against lax police 
protection for his clients. One of his 
stooges leaves a heel-print in the 
store which Foran seizes on and 
identifies through a bootmaker. Pro- 
moted to plain clothes work, Foran 
runs afoul of his captain, when the 
clue runs to a blind trail. 

He operates on the q.t. while under 











Miniature Reviews — 


‘Man About Town’ (Par). Jack 
Benny’s radio personality and 
laugh lines provide good com- 
edy. Rates okay biz. 

‘It Could Happen te You’ 
(20th). Average dualer. Stuart 
Erwin and Gloria Stuart top 
cast. 

‘Missing Daughters’ (Col). 
Humdrum meller of how a col- 
umnist thwarted the vice ring, 
Minor dualer. 





‘Inside lr -ormation’ (U). Old 
theme meller in new setting, 
pleasing, for the secondaries. 

‘The Zero Hour’ (Rep). Mor- 
bid programmer destined for 
lower duals. 

‘North of the Yukon’ (Col). 


Charles Starrett starred in an in- 
genious mountie meller. 

‘The House of Fear’ (U). Pro- 
gram whodunit will suffice as 
chiller, filler for bottom duals. 








suspension and tracks down hiding 
place of the gang. When just about 
to get a confession about the gang 
higherups, from a stooge who 


a cell for disebeying suspension 
rules. While incarcerated, Foran 
models a clay head of the gang 
leader from a police alias record; 
convinces Capt. Carey that Richards 
is their man and science can win 


over brawn, and the gang is run to| 


earth. 

Lamont’s direction is better than 
usual, which can be attributed to 
having a story with teeth to work on. 
Alex Gottlieb’s adaptation is good, 
barring overemphasis of Carey’s stu- 
pidities. 

Miss Lang hasn’t much to do, ex- 
cept look fetching, while Mary 
Carlisle somehow fails to convince 
as a gunman’s moll. 


THE ZERO HOUR» 


Republic release of Sol C. Siegel produc- 
tion. Features Frieda Inescourt, Otto 
Kruger. Directed by Sidney Salkow, 
Original screenplay, Garrett Fort; camera, 
Ernest Miller; editor, William Morgan, 
Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., June 
8 Running Time, 65 MINS. 


Linda Marah..s.cccccecsess Frieda Inescort 
Julian Forbes.....cccccccccess Otto Kruger 
SUSAN... cccccecccccssesseesé Adrienne Ames 
Brewster. ccoccossecssscccecess Don Douglas 
Sophie. .cccoccccccscsccscsceces Jane Darwell 
TIMOthy.cocccccccccescccces J. M. Kerrigan 
TEs 66 606600606008 600608 6004200008 Ann Todd 
BOOP cc cccccccccsocccecoces Leonard Carey 
Sister Theodosia.........e0.- Sarah Padden 
WDE. cccccccesccccccecccess Ferris Taylor 
LansdOWNe..ceccccccccccess Willard Parker 
DOctOr. .ccccccscsccsecesece Landers Stevens 





Molded from exceptionally morbid 
material, ‘The Zero Hour,’ despite 
fine performances by Frieda Ines- 
cort and Otto Kruger, is destined 
for the lower end of the duals. Its 
sole hope for attention rests as a 
tear-jerker for the women, 


Principals do as best they can with 
a story which telegraphs its denoue- 
ment before half the first reel is un- 
wound. Handicapped by skimpy 
production, uninspired direction and 
a pointless script, the difficult theme 
never clicks from the start. 


Carefully nurtured by producer 
Julian Forbes (Kruger), Linda 
Marsh (Miss Inescort) has bloomed 
into a Broadway star. Determined to 
marry, the couple motor to the coun- 
try seeking a justice of the peace. 
For the purpose of the plot Forbes’ 
car runs out of gas and while hail- 
ing a motorist for assistance he is 
accidentally run down and paralyzed 
for life. Kruger insists marriage is 
out of the question, but she vows to 
stick by him. 

Ensuing nine years is an intermin- 
able interlude both for Miss Inescort 
and the audience. Deprived of moth- 
erhood her attempt to adopt a child 
is foiled by Don Douglas, a young 
widower who has lodged a prior 
claim to the child Miss Inescort 


coveted. Her visits to the child ulti- | >> 


mately develop into too warm a 
friendship with Douglas and Kruger, 
feeling he’s in the way, suicides. 


Adrienne Ames does a standard 
job as Douglas’ fiancee; Douglas 
rings up a forthright characteriza- 
tion of the widower and Jane Dar- 
well acquits herself well as Miss 
Inescort’s companion. But even 
their sterling work plus the fine 
photography of Ernest Miller fails 
to save this one. 


North of the Yukon 


(WITH SONGS) 

Columbia production and release. 
Charles Starrett; features 
and Sons of Pioneers. Directed by Sam 
Nelson. Original and screenplay, Bennett 
R. Cohen; songs, Bob Nolan; musical di- 
rector, M. W Stoloff; editor, William 
Lyon; camera, George Meehan. At Times 
Square theatre, N. Y., starting June 9, '39. 
Running time: 62 MINS, 
Jim Cameron......cceseess Charles Starrett 





Stars 
Linda Winters 


Jean Duncan. cecccccccsssecs Linda Winters 
Bob Cameron. cccccccccccecscecess Bob Nolan 
Pierre Ledoux. ....ccccccccccces Paul Sutton 


Mart Duncan Robert Fiske 


Inspector Wylie.......sesceee Vernon Steele 
Corporal Hawley.......++s+6. Edmund Cobb 
CAFO scrccccccccccccesescccess Tom London 
AUKINS. .cccccccccesccccscces Lane Chandler 
BartOn. ccccccccccccsccsecs Richard Bottiller 
Meeker...... Ce cresecoceses Kenneth Duncan 
MACGrOGOP? s ccs cccccccscsess Harry Cording 


and Sons of the Pioneers 





Heaps of entanglements surround 
the plot of ‘North of the Yukon,’ but 
deft handling of vital assignments 
make it an intriguing tale of the 
mounties, Fur raiders in the Cana- 


is | 
bumped off, Carey puts Foran into! 


dian rockies constitute the back- 
ground for some super-sleuthing by 
mountie Cameron. Fact that 
Charles Starrett handles this role 
makes the film measure up higher 
than usual westerns in this series. 

Efforts of this crack sergeant of 
the Canadian Mounted Police force 
him to feign having gon> over to the 
ranks of the fur-raiding crooks. This 
is carried even to the extent of hav- 
ing him ordered out of the R.C.M.P. 
service, with the dishonored officer 
running the gauntlet of fellow-mem- 
ber whips. It is all done to convince 
the crooked gang that he is no longer 
connected with the mounties. This 
results, as expected, in Cameron lo- 
cating the gang’s hideout, rescuing 
the girl and bringins the outfit to 
justice. 

Besides a bangup performance by 
Starrett, Paul Sutton lends realism to 
the fable with his characterization of 
the husky French trapper, who is 
triggerman for the fur-raiders. Bob 
Nolan, who contributes bright songs 
to the picture, is impressive as Cam- 
eron’s brother. Linda Winters looks 








like a possible new femme fave in 
the outdoor flickers as the mountain 
girl for whom the sergeant falls. 
‘Sons of Pioneers,’ radio harmony 
quartet, provide a couple of music- 
ally pleasing moments besides help- 
ing to swell the ranks of the mount- 
ed police. Wear. 


THE HOUSE OF FEAR 


Hollywood, June 7. 
release of Edmund Grainger 
Features William Gargan and 
Hervey. Directed by Joe May. 
Screenplay by Peter Milne, Based on play 
by Thomas F. Fallon and novel by Wads- 
worth Camp; camera, Milton Krasner: edi- 
tor, Frank Gross. Previewed at 
der, Glendale, June 6, ’39. 
65 MINS, 

PATCIUY SECURE URMs cccccciccce William Gargan 
ee Ns 6s) So0be6e sedans Irene Hervey 
Gloria DeVere Dorethy Arnold 


Universal 
production. 
Irene 


Alexan- 
Running time: 


SOBOPN MoOrtONscccccsccccccsed Alan Dinehart 
eT @ 9 Harvey Stephens 
COUN. 5 64:6900.06.06606 63 Walter Woolf King 
ROUGE BEOCROM c ccs ccccecccess Robert Coote 
UA R48 00046 060 560606 60000368 688 El Brendel 
MND 6-6. 70.0.046% 640 0606 0se00006648 Tom Dugan 
EMPER EXOMGSTHOM. cc cccccccscccs Jan Duggan 
Woodford 


Donald Douglas 





Here is a whodunit with comedy 
flavor that holds sufficient edge-of- 
seat suspense to catch lower-bracket 
bookings in the nabe dualers. It’s 
standard program fare expected 
from a moderate budgeter without 
names with which to dress the bills. 

Yarn has many loosely woven pas- 
sages that do not tie together too 
well. Much of the comedy is 
strained, most of the laughs coming 
at surprise situations that can be 
laughed at just as quickly as with 
the narrative, Mystery angle gets be- 
wildering in several spots for the 
audience, as both script and director 
brought in several weird situations 
and spooky effects to make the the- 
atre as haunted as possible. 

When an actor is mysteriously 
murdered during a_ performance, 
and the corpse suddenly disappears, 
the police are unable to solve the 
crime, After a year, detective Wil- 
liam Gargan rents the theatre to 
produce the play and endeavor to 
reconstruct the crime. Reassembling 
as many of the original cast as pos- 
sible, show goes in rehearsal with 
continual barrage of strange notes, 
voices, and happenings to stop the 
reopening. Not until the opening 
night, with the house jammed with 
sone does Gargan solve the mys- 

Latter generates some interest in 
his portrayal of the affable detective 
turned producer. Cast has a rather 
tough assignment to get much out of 
the lines and situations provided, 


DER GOUVERNEUR 


(‘The Governor’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 


Berlin, June 2. 
Terra release of Tourjansky production. 
Directed by Victor Tourjansky, Script, 








Emil Burri and Peter Francke, based on 
the drama, ‘The Flag,’ by Otto Emmerich 
Groh; music, Wolfgang Zeller: 
Konstantin Irmen-Tschet, 
am Zoo, Berlin, 
Maria 


camera, 
At Ufa Palast 
Running time, 98 MINS. 


eoccecceces sseceeeeess Brigitte Horne 
General Werkonen............. Willy Birgel 
UNE 5 0625.504-46050500008 Hannelore Schroth 
Lieutenant Runeberg..,.Ernst von Klipstein 
Lieutenant Kalminen...... oeae'es Rolf Weih 
bh AGG 09500080424608 666 Walter Franck 
Ach eh 60464066 006das 4 Paul Bildt 
Colonel Perkaulen,........ --Albert Florath 
COOK. cccces 696660006000060 «+-Nikolei Kolin 





Big following of the dual starrers, 
eee Horney and Willy Birgel, 
will make this screener go over. 
Added to this is the film’s timely 
subject matter, which has all the in- 
gredients that keeps the Europe of 
today moving in circles—national 
honor, discipline, obedience and the 
obligatory fuehrer faith. But the 
Russian director, Victor Tourjansky, 
presents this without apparent 
proselyting. Script is well balanced 
and the technical items of the pic- 
ture are first-class. 

Locale is supposed to be a Scandi- 
navian country, where Birgel, as 
military commander, routs a mud- 
dled parliamentary government, 
cleans up corrupt nolitics and ap- 
plies the same standard of moral in- 
tegrity to his own privace affairs. 
The conflict arises through his wife’s 
try to secretly help the young aide 
in his staff to whom she was once 
engaged. The husband discovers 
this, suspects more, and even when 
he finds out that his suspicion is un- 
founded he is ready to give up the 
woman he loves for his country’s 
sake and the above-mentioned moral 
integrity. But his gesture of heroic 


sacrifice turns out to be unnecessary 
in the end. 








Two comparatively new screen 


‘| murder 
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Down the Wyoming Trail 
(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Ed Finney produce 
tion, Stars Tex Ritter. Directed by Here 
man, Story and screenplay, Peter Dixon 
and Roger Merton; camera, Mariel Lee 
At Colonial, 
Running time, 64 MINS, 


Picard; editor, Holbrook Todd, 
Lincoln, dual, 





WOR. ccosceccecs eoedendecsecesccs Tex Ritter 
Missouri. .ccccsscccces seeee+ Horace Murphy 
COMA cccccercevsesscece eooee-.-Mary Brode] 
JOITY cvcvccccssccccecs eseees Bobby Sarnson 
WIT TTT seoee-Charles King 
covcccvccees soceeee-- Pod Terry 

SABb Ded ERED beSOROCS eos Jack Ingram 

EP TTTeT eT eC »»-Farl Douglas 

eooee- Frank LaRue 

LiIMPY wevesecesecoecs eseeesseErnie Adams 
FIBA cccccccccecveeces +++e-Charles Sergeant 
WhiSKeTS,. . cece sccceceterececsens Ed Coxen 
Waltreas. .cccccccccesescescvecs Jean Sothern 


The Northwesterners 








| Nearly 90% of ‘Wyoming Trail’ has 
ithe appearance of being processed; 
|story holds its point continually 
| from the audience; tempo is slowed 
ito a crawl; and it’s generally one 
|of the poorest westerns of the sea- 
| son. In some spots, Tex Ritter 
| means something at the b.o., but not 
| many. A few more of these, and his 
| last stands will ignore him. 

Made with a paste pot 
promise, ‘Wyoming’ is set 
state’s elk-feeding grounds where, 
by stampeding the elk and chasing 
them into rancher’s stock, it forms 
an easy, innocent enough looking 
rustling method. Nearly everytime 
one looks at the screen, the elk are 
running somewhere. That, coupled 
with dumb dialog lineage dated 
prior to Bill Hart’s reign, makes it a 
feeble attraction. 


Of the songs, ‘Makes No Difference 
Now,’ by Jimmy Davis and Floyd 
Tillman, is not bad. Renditions of 
‘Little Town of Bethlehem’ and 
‘Silent Night’ get lopped by most 
exhibs. Johnny Lange and Lew 
Porter contribute a couple of mod- 
erates, and Carson Robinson has 
one. Northwesterners, hillbilly unit 
togged in mountie costume, warble 
one weakie about going back to 
Texas. 

Flick isn’t helped by being one of 
snow and Christmas setting, only six 
months away from its season in re- 
lease date. Xmasy stuff naturally 
flat. 

Ritter hasn't changed for the bet- 
ter since the day he took off as a 
western star. Everything remains 
the same, from his story to his songs, 
both notoriously poor. Horace 
Murphy, comedy relief; Charles 
King, the bad man; and Jack Ingram, 
King’s cohort, play as usual, The 
honors go to King who is so bad he 
goes out and kills himself. Mary 
Brodel, the femme, and her brother 
in the cast, Bobby Samson, juv, are 
both come-latelys, and show it. ; 

Chances are very slight that this 
one will suit exhibs, even those 
already used to the summer —- 

arn. 


and a 
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Le Dernier Tournant 


(‘The Last Turning’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, June 3. 

Lux release of Gladiator production, 
Stars Fernand Gravet, Michel Simon, Core 
inne Luchaire, Directed by Pierre Chenal, 
Adapted from James M, Cain’s novel, “The 
Postman Always Rings Twice,’ by Charles 
Spaak; dialog, Charles Spaak and Henry 
Torres; camera, Renard. At the Marivaux, 


Paris, Running time; 90 MINS. 

. eee ececoececce -.-Fernand Gravet 
Nick Marino. ccocccccescsscces Michel Simon 
Cora Marino.cccscsceccces Corinne Luchaire 
COCKE. cccccccceseccscceces eoesees Le Vigan 
Detective..... Cocewovccese -...Marcel Vallee 
Tiger Woman.......... ++++eFlorence Marly 





The French filming of James M. 
Cain’s ‘The Postman Always Rings 
Twice’ resulis in a morbid and grue- 
some study patterned similarly to a 
series of pictures produced locally in 
recent months. It’s class ‘B’ at best. 

The macabre story is bound to 
limit its appeal to French audiences, 
which have had their fill with simi- 
lar types of tragedy films. With 
and adultery rampant 
throughout, it is bound to rub for- 
eign censors the wrong way. 

Although it’s cleverly transposed 
against a French background and 
adapted to French characters, it is 
quite obvious that the strange per- 
sonalities described by Cain are far 
beyond Gallic comprehension, some 
of it due to miscasting. 

Fernand Gravet, as Frank, and 
Corinne Luchaire, as Cora Marino, 
wife of the garage owner, are not 
at their best. Gravet portrays the 
role of a pleasant, whimsical sort of 
vagabond with a philosophical turn 
of mind. He does what he can with 
the role; it’s just a question of mis- 
casting. Miss Luchaire gives Cora 
an intellectual depth that Cain’s 
sensual, brutal, nymphomaniac Cora 
never possessed. This is one of her 
most ordinary interpretations. 

Michel Simon carries off his role 
as Nick with assurance. Through- 
out he’s the loathsome, repulsive, 
dull-witted, but good-natured Nick 
who cannot doubt the love of his 
wife or the friendship of Frank. 

_Marcel Valee as the detective car- 
ries off his role handsomely. His 
cross-examination of Frank in a 
hospital bed was adapted and ar- 
ranged by the noted French lawyer, 
Henry Torres. Le Vigan, as Nick’s 
cousin, is outstanding among the 
minor roles. Florence Marly, as the 
‘Tiger Woman,’ is badly muffed. 





diminutive and vivacious Hannelore 
Schroth is making a beeline for top 
spots and the sympathetic Ernst von 
lipstein is a welcome drop in the 
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dry bucket of young male leads. 
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It’s got all the right answers to your 
1939-1940 program, the kind of pictures 
you like, the kind of pictures you need 
... pictures with plenty of MOTION... 





pictures with world-wide, out-of-doors 
backgrounds... colorful ... varied... 
and above all, pictures with BIG NAME 
PERSONALITIES . .. AND PLENTY 
OF THEM ... 


Here are a few of the highlights... 

















Note that Paramount 
Product Book Smile! 


That’s how you're going to look when 
you read about the Paramount Pro- 
gtam for 1939-1940... pictures like 
“Beau Geste,” with Gary Cooper, Ray 
Milland and Robert Preston in the top 
roles...or “The Light That Failed,” 
Kipling’s immortal story, with Ronald 
Colman playing the lead...or“Disputed 
Passage,” right now a Lloyd Douglas 
best seller... or Frank Lloyd’s huge 
“Ruler of the Seas” or Cecil B. 
DeMille’s “Royal Canadian Mounted” 
..-or Charles Laughton in “Jamaica 
Inn” or... but, listen, you’ve got to get 
the book and read it... Read Frank 
Freeman’s message...Read William 
Le Baron’s message . . . They'll show 
you IT’S OUR YEAR BECAUSE 
IT’S YOUR YEAR!!! 





NOW ACTUALLY 
COMPLETED 


NOW 
SHOOTING... 


Practically our entire first quarter program ready long before the season 
starts...and what pictures! Just look at the actual stills from these pictures 
in the Paramount Product Book...they’ll show you IT’S OUR YEAR! 
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FEATURE 
3) Coy O39 


The biggest program for your business from the biggest company 






in the business... at least one big MOTION picture each and every ' 


week... from the company that’s given you at least one a week 


~ ore 


for the past 1,300 weeks. 


i TOP Bak 











at aaa 





Ne PNRM 





THE BIGGEST NEWS OF THE SCREEN YEAR ! 
A FULL-LENGTH FEATURE CARTOON 
COMPLETELY FILMED IN TECHNICOLOR... 
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Church Bingo in Milwaukee Draws 
Heavily from B.0., Exhibs Squawk 


Milwaukee, June 13. 


A theatre owner complained: 
‘there are eight churches, all spon- 
goring bingo, within three miles of 
my theatre. There have been nights 
when at least 10,000 persons were 
playing bingo at games in these 
churches. Each one of those per- 
sons paid 35c for a bingo card. Most 
of them bought more cards, but let’s 
forget about that. Those 10,000 per- | 
sons spent at least $3,500. That is 
money that the theatres along my | 
street won’t get.’ 

Another theatre owner said he had 
been tolerant of bingo in the church- 
es because he knew many churches 
had been hard hit by the depres- 
sion and needed money. | 

‘But none of them ever give it up,” | 
he said. ‘My congregation, a smail 
one, made $6,000 on bingo last year. | 
A larger congregation not far away | 
made $9,000. A couple of years like | 
that and I figure they should quit | 
bingo. 
games than ever.’ 

Not all are concerned about the 
situation. Those who cash the bingo 
certificates are quite happy, in fact. 
Since Archbishop Stritch prohibited 
the playing of any games for cash 
prizes last spring, churches have 
been giving merchandise certificates 


as prizes. These are taken to certain 
stores which have agreed to cash} 
them. 


How the Gag Works 
The system, according to the man- 


ager of a large store which cashes | 


the certificates, works like this: 
‘The group that is running the 
bingo games—usually the church 
ushers, or some men’s 
starts a bingo account with us. We 
have 20 such accounts, When a prize 
winner brings us a certificate, he can 


have etiher cash or merchandise. | 


We have been very fortunate; in'! 
May, for instance, we cashed more | 
than $800 in bingo certificates and | 
the winners took $650 worth of| 
goods. We had to pay out less than | 
$200 in cash.’ 

At the end of each month, the) 
company sends the certificates to the 
treasurers of the various groups op- | 
erating the bingo games. These} 
treasurers return checks for the full | 
amount of the certificates to the! 
company. 

Bingo is played every night of the | 
week at some church. Most nights | 
the bingo follower has a choice of | 
two or three places to play. Tues-| 
day is a popular night. Friday 
night is also good for bingo—one re- 
cent Friday 10 churches had parties. 

Matinee bingo has been growing in 
popularity in the last few weeks. 
Several churches have games in the 
church hall two nights a week and 
one afternoon. 

Competition between the churches 
for the bingo crowds has become 
exceedingly keen. When churches 
first took up the game, an 
announcement of playing dates 
at Sunday services was consid- 


fred sufficient, but not today. Now 
dodgers are distributed to business 
places and homes for blocks around, 
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Brandt Finales ‘Rio’ 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Jerrold Brandt steps in as associ- 
ate producer on ‘The Girl From Rio,’ 
last production of E. B. Derr’s Cres- 
cent Pictures for the 1938-39 Mono- 
gram program. 

Brandt and Derr are committed to 
eight features for Mono’s 1939-40 
sked, Frank Melford, associate pro- 
ducer with Derr for several years, 
is lining up his own production unit. 


U. S. to Coordinate 
All Its Film Prod. 
Into 1 Central Unit 


Washington, June 13. 
Single home for Federal camera 
| grinders will come out of the rif- 
| fling which has followed passage of 
the New Deal reorganization bill. 
|No other individual units were 
| touched last week when the Presi- 
| dent rubbed out the National Emer- 
| gency Council and moved the U. S. 
Film Service to the still-to-be-estab- 
lished Federal Security Agency. The 
' trend, however, is toward a central- 











| ized control over the Government's 
lensing activities. 

Film Service, which came into be- 
|ing last fall on the strength of the 
acclamation for ‘Plow That Broke 
| the Plains’ and ‘The River,’ is due 
| to ‘coordinate’ the various cinematic 
operations of a host of departments, 
boards, bureaus, commissions, and 
| assortedly-tagged outfits, Will cut 
| down costs by preventing too much 
| competition in bidding for filming 
and printing, cut out duplication by 
looking over the production plans, 
and try to make the output worth 
showing by offering script sugges- 
tions. 

For the most part the Film Serv- 
ice has been little more than a Fed- 
eral exchange. Various departments 
went their own way when it came 
to making reels, whether of the 
‘educational’ variety—intended for 
non-commercial exhibition at fairs, 
to granges and civic groups—or sup- 
posedly ‘informative’ for _ gratis 
screening at theatres. Lack of con- 
trol has resulted in (1) too many 
establishments putting out films at 
the same time, and (2) unprofes- 
sional product which has caused au- 
diences and exhibs alike to put a 
curse on anythin une Government 
serves up. Both of these troubles are 
supposed to be corrected in the near 
future, although the New Dealers 
still are leery about asking Congress 
for—the natural thing—a single in- 
stitution which would be both stu- 
dio and exchange. 





advertising the games and the 
amount of prizes (see cut). One 
householder recently collected, dur- 
ing a week, dodgers advertising 
more than 20 games at that many 
different churches. 


Just a Lil Premature 





Minneapolis, June 13. 

Trade here is laughing at a 
Small-town exhibitor in the ter- 
ritory who mailed in his box- 
office report on a Metro picture 
being played on percentage so 
that it arrived here Saturday— 
one day before the film opened 
its two-day run. 

Company hadn’t sent a checker 
because the situation is so small. 


MORE THEATRE 
BLDG. ALL OVER 


——_——_ 








Forest Hills, L. I., June 13. 

A 600-seat theatre now under con- 
struction by the 99th St. Realty 
Corp., Queens Boulevard’ and 99th 
Street, near 66th avenue, here, leased 
to United Long Island Theatre Corp., 
which operates throughout Long 
Island, 





More Southwest Bldg. 


Dallas, June 13. 

Southwestern theatre building, 
long on the upgrade, made additional 
strides last week when details of 
five new houses were revealed. 

Interstate Circuit will build two 
new 1,000-seaters at Houston, while 
the chain’s new Alamo, also 1,000- 
seater, will be opened at San An- 
tonio the end of this month. 

R. E. Griffith will open new Tower 
at Carlsbad, N. M., June 30. 

Robb & Rowley reopened the 
Rosewin, Dallas nabe, after com- 
pletely remodeling the house to give 
it a modernistic front, 825 seats, 
lobby, new sound plant, projection 
equipment and cry room for the kids. 
Gene Harris, manager. 





Wisc’s Bldg. 
Madison, Wis., June 13. 

Two local and one out-of-state 
firms announced plans for erection 
of theatres on Monroe St. here. The 
Nicolet Corp., Minneapolis, plans a 
700-seat house; Ashley Theatre Co., 
a 900-seater; and the Fair Oaks The- 
atre Co., a 720-seater. Ashley op- 
erates the Orpheum, Strand, Park- 
way and Madison, and the Fair 
Oaks company has the Eastwood. 
Currently, the city has seven thea- 
tres. 

Walter Nordquist is to manage the 
Eskin nearing completion at Sun 
Praire, Wis. He is now managing 
the Blaine, Wis., house of the cir- 
cuit, 

Martin D. Thomas has renewed 
his 10-year lease on Lloyd’s Menom- 
inee, Mich. House being operated 
in association with [Fox-Wisconsin 
Amus. Co. 

F. B. Schlax, former manager of 
the Strand, Oshkosh, Wis., named 
manager of the Bay, Green Bay, 
Wis., succeeding Foster Norton, 
transferred to Miwaukee. 





Ist Talker House There 
Carriecrow, La., June 13. 
L. F. Mary started work this week 
on a 200-seat theatre here, the first 
talker house this town has seen. 
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Display Adv. on N. W. Bingo 


RKO's Innovation: Not Trying to Sell, 
39-40 Films Until Entire Slate Is Set 





Revolutionary, and marking what, 
may be interpreted as a direct move 
back to film showmanship of other | 
years, is the policy being undertaken 


until the complete schedule has been 
set up. The sales convention, held 
for this purpose, will officially an- 
nounce it June 19-22. This contrasts 





|} with the custom of all film com- 
| panies through recent years in be- 
ginning to take contracts as early as 
they can be knocked over—very 
often long before it is clearly known 
what the pictures will be. 

Two years ago, RKO, the same as 


deals long before the convention was 


worked out. That year RKO had its 
convention in Los Angeles. When the 
company went to the convention it 
was already nearly 50% sold, includ- 
ing chains and independents. Last 
year, RKO also started selling early, 
but it skipped a convention for the 
first time. 

Commenting on the radical shift 
away from what has become annual 
habit by all distributors, including 
his own company in the past, Jules 
Levy, general sales manager of RKO 
under Ned E. Depinet, v.p., declared 
that RKO wants ‘em to know what 
the product will be before going out 
to sell it. Reminding that his com- 
pany could have closed up deals be- 


40 as well, Levy believes it is more 
showmanlike all the way around (in- 
cluding for exhibitors) to sell the 
new product based on what the com- 
pany will have, 


with no deals negotiated up to then, 


by RKO to refrain entirely from | 
selling the coming season’s product | 


other distributors, started closing up | 


held and the total lineup had been | 


train for San Francisco last Sunday 
(11) after attending company’s an- 
nual banquet at the Ambassador's 
Cocoanut Grove. Portion of Sunday 
was spent ogling the Golden Gate 
expo at Frisco, company paying all 
expenses, 

Convention, one of largest sales 
powwows yet held here, was first 
Paramount get-together on the Coast 
in two years, 

Flexible sales policy, to be gov- 
erned largely by local conditions, 
has been set up by Par for its 1939- 
40 program. Policy now in force to 
cover circuit deals will be un- 
changed for the new scason. but dis- 
trict managers will have new re- 
sponsibilities placed upon them for 
raising greatest revenue possible in 
other situations, 

Sectional drawing power of vari- 
ous stars will have a bearing on 
deals set up during the coming sea- 
son, it was stated by Neil M. Agnew, 
Par v.p. in charge of distribution. 


Back to Stage 
- Shows; Shortage 





pay enid ive cea un cease] RarCaS Closings 


and with other companies for 1939- | 





Minneapolis, June 13. 


Because of shortage of strong 
| Product, Orpheum here will book all 


By convention time (June 19-22) |available stage shows, contrary to 


usual summer policy. After Bob 


RKO will have its complete lineup | Hope show, June 23 and a Major 
laid out, including pictures from the | Bowes unit the following week, Rudy 
outside on which deals are being | Vallee comes in Aug. 4 and oy 
closed by George J. Schaefer. Also, | Whiteman Aug. 24, It will be Val- 
there are some pictures on the cur-|¢e’s third and Whiteman’s second 
rent (1938-39) season to be delivered | !0c@! visits. 

shortly which are regarded as im-| With business off and the house in 
portant and which may have a vital | the red on the last stage show, it 
bearing on the contracting for the | previously had been planned to fore- 
coming year’s output. In other /go flesh during the summer months, 


words, why not get these pictures on |The change in plans is due to the 


before a lot of selling is induiged. 
It Usually Stalls Selling 


stalls early spring selling. 


in January and February. RKO has 
some franchises, as all companies do, 
and a few carryover deals that were 
written last year on a two-year basis. 
RKO will have more pictures for 
1939-40 than for this year, with the 
number ranging upward from a 
minimum of 52, the additionals be- 
ing dependent on the outside deals 
that are presently in negotiation. 
The sales convention, to be held 
Monday (19) through Thursday (22), 
at the Westchester Country Club, 
Rye, N. Y., will be the first in this 
type of setting. Buses will be pro- 
vided to carry delegates back and 
forth from New York. 
In addition to golfing between ses- 
sions, RKO is taking its whole con- 
vention crowd, numbering over 250, 
to the World’s Fair Thursday night 
(22). Reservations for the party 
have been made at the French Pa- 
vilion’s restaurant. Additionally, 
RKO is playing host to the conven- 
tion bunch at ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois,’ which RKO is filming for 
the '39-40 season, 
A special train, made up at Chi- 
cago, will pull Pacific Coast and 
other westerners eastward from 
there, making stops en route from 
Chi to N. Y. to pick up others. Train 
leaves Chicago Saturday (17). 
Four RKO foreign managers ar- 
rived in N.Y. this week for the sales 
convention. Reginald Armour, gen- 
eral manager for Europe; Leon Brit- 
ton, Far Eastern manager, and Ralph 
Hanbury, manager for Great Brit- 
ain, arrived from Europe Monday 
(12). Bruno Cheli, manager for | 
Brazil, was due in yesterday (Tues- 
day). 
Paramount's sales conventioneers 


changes after spending last four days 
of last week in convention here. Up- | 
wards of 270 delegates from the U.S. 

and Canada and from foreign coun- | 
tries registered. | 
les force pulled out by special ; 





This very desire on the part of the 
average account is what generally | 
Levy | 
long has favored a late convention, 
as against sales powwows that be-/| week and augmented its Milwaukee 
gan as early as March, with contract- 
taking even under way prior to that, | tor, properous nabes. 


are en route to their respective ex- , Weekend business 
| fast 


release and also have everything | necessity of bolstering the box-of- 
completely set for the ’39-40 calendar | fice, faced with the prospect of in- 


| sufficiently strong screen fare. 
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Fox Closes 10, Adds 2 
Milwaukee, June 13. 


Fox-Wisconsin circuit closed 10 of 
| its state theatres within the last 





group by two, the Jackson and As- 


Protective two weeks’ notice has 
been given employees of the Palace. 
Attempts this year to offer name 

| bands every two weeks or so left it 
| with a considerable deficit. 





Pitt’s Product Shortage 
| Pittsburgh, June 13. 
| Product shortage and conditions 


| generally forcing another downtown 

first-run spot, second in as many 
, weeks, to fold for the summer, It’s 
the Fulton, Shea-Hyde property, 

which will shut down at end of 

‘Mikado’s’ run, probably Saturday 
'(17). Management has informed 
| newspapers that closing will be for 
| five weeks only but period may be 
| stretched, depending on state of biz 
| middle of next month. 


First time house has shut down 
during the warm weather in five 
years. Barry was the other tri- 
jangle spot to darken, shuttering 
| fortnight ago until Labor Day. With 
both Senator and Art Cinema shoot- 
ing in twin-bill reissues during cur- 
rent depresh, Pittsburgh is down to 
four first-run spots, Penn, Stanley, 
| Alvin and Warner, smallest number 
locally since the oldest resident can 
_ remember, 





Fair Hurts Bronx Nabes 


N. Y. World’s Fair affecting even 
the nabe houses, Consolidated will 
close two of its Bronx string, Mount 
Eden and Avalon, with the Jerome 
also likely to be shuttered. First 
time the Mount Eden and Avalon 
have shuttered in the more than 15 
years’ existence. 


Operators directly blame the Fair. 
brutal because 
and cheap transportation to 
Flushing makes the exposition a 
popular place for an outing for the 
family. Triboro bridge brings most 
sections of the Bronx only 15-30 


minutes from the Fairgrounds, 
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Code Occupies Attention 
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malice, this being contrary to rules 
of courts of equity. 

Another change provides that any 
dispute under a license agreement is 
to be arbitrated. A new clause also 
provides for an agreement to arbi- 
trate. 

Myers going on rostrum late today 
stated, ‘It is perfectly obvious no 
matter how fine and fair an arbitra- 
tion system we have, it would not 
mean anything unless the provisions 
of the code itself have some definite 
meaning, are important and will 
have some pronounced effect on 
irade practices of the industry. In 
the main, and barring certain par- 
ticulars and matters of detail, the 
arbitration system prepared by the 
distributors coincides with my draft 
which was submitted to the dis- 
tributors and it is a fair one. 


‘When it comes to decide on the | 


question of acceptance or rejection 
of the code, the question you must 
resolve will have to do more with 
the code itself than with the arbi- 
tration system.’ 


In the afternoon session Col. Cole | 


asked that the discussions on the 

code be purely educational and for 

information, rather than for debate. 
Yamins and Samuelsen 


Indications are that acceptance of | 


the code is no walkaway, though 


sentiment is far from overwhelming | 
However, from indica- | 


against it. 
tion based on interpretations of 
clauses’ by Allied leaders, including 
Sidney Samuelson and Nathan Ya- 
mins, who conducted most of the 
sessions today, considerable battling 
will develop at the opening forum 
tomorrow (Wednesday) and Thurs- 
day, when distribs will be present. 

In interpreting the various clauses 


‘Ee 





promises to be of widespread in- 
dustry importance at a time when 
the picture business is in the throes 
of many problems, got under way 
today (Tues.) here in Minneapolis. 
It’s the Allied States Assn. conclave. 
Meeting signalizes the 10th anniver- 


convention ever held, and one that | 





sary of this simon-pure independent 
theatre-owner organization. 

is estimated that a total of 
| around 4,000 theatres are represented 
|by the delegates to the convention, 
| which, it is claimed, sets a record. In 
|addition to the various State units 
| which go to make up National Allied, 
'numerous exhibitors and leaders not 
associated with this organization, to- 
gether with other theatre operators, 
are setting a precedent by attending 
the Allied meet. It becomes, in 
, effect, a League of Nations of the 
picture industry. Peace within the 





,exhibition-distribution industry is | 


the underlying objective. 


Plus the strong front ef the theatre 
owner, the convention marks the at- 
tendance of a record number of 
distribution officials, representing 
all companies. Augmenting the 
local Minneapolis branch managers 
and district distribution heads from 
Chicago, under whose authority the 
Twin City exchanges operate. Home 
office sales tycoons from every com- 
‘pany are here or expected by tomor- 
row (Wed.) in hope of effecting a 
betterment of relations within the 
industry. 

Many Execs 


Numerous h.o. distributor execu- 
| tives and exhibitor leaders left New 
| York over the weekend, mostly by 
‘train, others flying. William F. Rod- 
gers, general sales manager of Metro 
'and spokesman for the committee 
| which worked out the trade practices 
code, was in Detroit and -Chicago 


independent exhibitors have been 
signed for Allied memberships. The 
drive goal has been shifted from 50 
to 200 and now back to 100, which 
total is sought by the time the ‘first 
convention is held next September. 

The open meeting also voted 
against incorporating any qualifica- 
tions for a ‘buying pool’ into the by- 
laws of the organization, 





Agents Ready 
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; smaller agents are not tickled over 





] 





today the exec session resulted in| during the past week, coming up to 
the asking of numerous questions. | the convention from the latter. The 
Under demand for exceptional fea- | Paramount group, headed by Neil F. 
tures, Yamins expressed the view, | Agnew, V.p. over distribution, and 
‘If an exhib had open playing time | including Austin C. Keough, v.p. and 
for 20 features, and one exceptional | general counsel; Charles Reagan, 
pic is wanted, 19 others would prob- | western division sales head, and Joe 
ably have to be taken along with it. | Unger, eastern-Canadian sales chief, 
Then his playing time would be/|came on from the Par convention in 








completely locked up so that 
second exceptional feature 
along, 


if a| Los Angeles, 
came | vention was changed so that Agnew 
he would have no room for it.’ and associates could make the Allied 


The date of that con- 


icati ere that ever re- | Powwow. 
mre "aig | Grad Sears, president of Vitagraph, 
the code thoroughly, considering any |Inc. (WB) over all sales, together 
loopholes that it might have before | With Ben Kalmenson, western divi- 
‘sion sales mgr., also are on from the 


caution was being taken to digest 


any definite action is taken. 

A very important addition to the 
final draft of the trade practice code 
provides that any signatory to the 
code may pull out at any time with- 
out notice in the event that any 
legislation is enacted inconsistent 
with the code, or conditioned under 
it. If such legislation is not national, 
then signatories may withdraw in 
territories affected. The added 
elause also states that if any 
distrib or operator of a substantial 
number of theatres withdraws with- 
fn the regular sixmonth period, any 
other signatory may withdraw on 
notice. In the event of any court 
order or decree making the code in- 
valid, then either party can with- 
draw. 

Kuykendall Favors Code 

Meantime Ed Kuykendall, presi- 
dent of the MPTOA, arrived here 
today and is expected: to press for 
the code although within higher 
MPTOA circles it is felt that arbi- 
tration as planned may not work out 
in a practical manner. In this con- 
nection, Kuykendall is likely to have 
support on the opposition Allied side 
of fence because of certain fears by 
MPTOA, including that some of the 
large circuits, affiliated and indie, 
may not agree to submit to arbitra- 
tior. 

Tt was reported late tonight in Al- 
lied circles that last-minute changes 
in arbitration machinery may be 
made, with a view to strengthening 
its structure despite that distributors 
have insisted it must be tried first 
to see if any changes are desirable. 

MPTOA’s position, in which Al- 
ied leaders may concur, is that 
mediation should come as a first 
step, with arbitration to follow if 
controversies cannot be conciliated. 
MPTOA has always been strongly in 
favor of mediation. 

Threat of an opposition, local ex- 
hibitor organization to Northwest 
Allied Jooms with several malcon- 
tents taking a lead in this movement 
to set up an association of their own, 
breaking loose from the Steffes 
body. This may force Steffes to re- 
consider retirement as an active Al- 
lied leader in this territory. North-: 
west Allied itself holds it local con- 
vention Wednesday here in connec- 
tion with the national conclave. . 





Coast following conferences at the 
Warner _ studio. Ed Saunders, 
Metro’s western div. mgr., who was 
with Rodgers in Detroit and Chicago, 
had to be in New York Monday and 
Tuesday (12-13), thus forced to can- 
cel the Allied convention. 

In addition to others, those coming 
on from N. Y. included Henderson 
M. Richey, director of special 
RKO exhibitor relations; William 
Sussman, eastern division megr., 
and Bill Gehring, central division 
sales head, of 20th-Fox; Jack Schlai- 
fer, v.p. of United Artists over west- 
ern sales; W. Ray Johnston, president 
of Monogram, together with Eddie 
Golden, v.p., and George West, Mono 
franchise holder; George Skouras of 
National Theatres; Dave Palfreyman, 
Hays’ office executive; Jack Cohn, 
v.p. of Columbia, James R. Grainger, 
president of Republic’s distributing 
organization; Harry Brandt, presi- 
dent of Independent Theatre Own- 
ers Assn. of New York; Max Cohen, 
president Allied Theatre Owners of 
New York, and E. Thornton Kelly, 
secretary of N. Y. Allied; Milton C. 
Weisman, trustee of Fox-Metropoli- 
tan Theatres, and Herman Robbins, 
president, and George Dembow, sales 
manager, of National Screen Ser- 
vice. 

W. J. Heineman, western sales 
manager of Universal, left N. Y. 
over the weekend to meet William 
J. Scully, U distribution head, in De- 
troit, where conferences are on with 
the Butterfield circuit. Both Scully 
and Heineman are coming up from 
Detroit, probably arriving in the 
Twin Cities this morning (Wed.). 











The most representative exhibitors’ 


Okla. Nixes Arbitration 
Clause of the Film Code 


Oklahoma City, June 13. 


Members of Allied Theatre Own- 
ers of Oklahoma, Inc., have voted 
‘no’ on the arbitration clauses of the 
present trade practice agreement and 
have instructed that its association 
be recorded as voting against any 
kind of arbitration at the Minneap- 
olis convention, 

An organization meeting was held 
here last week and further plans 


} made. for the current membership 


drive. To date betweeen 30 and 35 


the proposition of licensing by the 
actors, but have already agreed to 
go along with the program if the 
regulations are not so drastic as.to 
hamstring their business. 

The National Labor’ Relations 
Board in Washington has issued or- 
ders for immediate settlement of the 
Jeff Kibre petition, which prompted 
the present autonomy fight between 
Technicians Local 37 and the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes. Order was received 
by Dr. Towne Nylander, regional 
director here. 

Dr. Nylander went into hurried 
conference with Kibre and his at- 
torney, George Bodle, on the terms 
of settlement. The director also 
was to talk with producer represen- 


| tatives and officials of the IATSE. 


Unless a settlement can be agreed 
upon, it was reported the NLRB 
might wash up the case on the 
grounds it was without authority to 
handle an internal dispute in a 
union. 

Terms proposed by Dr. Nylander 
would call for issuance by NLRB of 
a cease and desist order against the 
producers. Major studios also would 
be required to post notice that mem- 
bership in a labor union was not re- 
quired as a requisite for employment 
in the film industry. A _ consent 
decree would be entered in the case, 
the settlement. requiring film com- 
panies to stop giving effect to the 
closed shop agreement. This might 
knock out all union agreements and 
throw the field open to rival labor 
organizations not affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 


Thumb Down Proposal 


Kibre and his attorney are re- 
ported to have nixed the proposed 
agreement. They insisted the pe- 
tition embraced an unfair labor prac- 
tice charge, and insisted the charges 
be aired at an open hearing before 
an NLRB trial examiner. 

Kibre in his petition charges col- 
lusion between the producers and 
tops in the IATSE to retain control 
of the labor situation in the film in- 
dustry. He claims large sums were 
passed to certain labor tops by pro- 
ducer representatives, and that the 
IATSE in return agreed to handle 
the question of wages, hours and 
working conditions for 12,000 mem- 
bers without giving the latter a voice 
in negotiations, 

Trial of the suit by officers of 
Local 37 to oust the IATSE from 
control of their organization entered 
its fourth week in Superior Court, 
with the plaintiffs still offering evi- 
dence. Efforts to subpoena Pat 
Casey, producer labor contact, were 
unsuccessful. Casey, en route to the 
Coast from New York, hurriedly left 
the train at Albuquerque § and 
motored leisurely toward the Cali- 
fornia line. He continued on north 
of Los Angeles and at last reports 
process servers still were searching 
for him. 

In the meantime, George E. 
Browne, prexy of the IATSE, came 
to Tucson, Ariz., and made a deposi- 
tion for introduction in the present 
hearing. Browne stated he was too 
busy to visit Los Angeles, but was 
reported he did not care to take a 
chance on process servers. 

The IATSE prexy said he had the 
unanimous consent of the IATSE 
general executive board to declare 
an extreme emergency on March 13 
and seize control of Local 37. Browne 
stated he telephoned the _ board 
members from his room in _ the 
Hotel Astor in New York, but that 
he could not remember the number 


| of the room. 


Browne was not certain whether 
he sent the wire ordering an emer- 
gency or directed that it be sent by 
Richard Walsh, of Brooklyn, IA vice 
prexy. His memory was a bit hazy 
on other points in connection with 
the takeover, but he was positive all 
board members had given their con- 
sent. 

‘Red Herring’ Charged 


Guy H. Cooper, recording secre- 
tary of Local 37, spent nearly three 
days on the witness stand. Much of 
the time was devoted to reading 
Minutes of -meetings of Local 37 





shortly before the organization was 
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Indies Prepare to Spill 
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theatre owners’ fears of ‘reprisals.’ 

Steffes also pointed out that ex- 
hibitors built theatres and went into 
the business knowing that they'd be 
at the producer-distributors’ mercy 
and that if they don’t like the way 
the industry functions they should 
get out of it. At the same time, 
however, he declared that if inde- 


have risen considerably, according 
to the analysis by B -ger who says 
his experience is typical of that of 
other independents. At the same 
time, according to Berger, the trend 
of boxoffice income has been steadily 
downward, with the exception of e@ 
few temporary interruptions. 
Independents are demanding that 
percentage apply all the way down 
the line, taking in every picture 
played, or otherwise be abolished. 





pendent theatre owners would show 


fight ‘they could eliminate unfair 
trade practices, obtain film ai a fair 
price and gain their rights.’ 


The completed industry trade 
practice code is to be presented to 
the independent exhibitors, including 


the highly controversial arbitration | 
clause, with arguments pro and con | 
for its adoption or rejection and, | 
finally, a secret ballot by the inde- 
pendents present at the convention 
on acceptance. 

Notice has already been served by 
W. F. Rodgers, Metro sales manager 
and chairman of the code committee, 
that the pact would have to be ac- 
cepted ‘as is’—that no more altera- 
tions would be made at this time. 

Demands that arbitration be made 
to cover film prices will be turned 
down flatly, it is promised. 

Arbitration Pros and Cens 


Certain independent exhibitors as- 
sailing the workings of arbitration 
face attack by fellow theatre own- 
ers who question the former’s mo- | 
tives. The anti-arbitration exhibi- | 
tors are those who don’t live up 
to their contract and who have been 
getting away with it, according to 
the allegations that fill the air. 

Despite the indicated ratification | 
of the trade practice code, it also 
was apparent as the convention 
opened that Allied States will not 
agree to call off its legislative fights 
for the Neely anti-block booking bill | 
and theatre divorcement, will not | 
agree to refrain from seeking legis- 
lative or legal relief in other direc- 
tions ‘if necessary,’ and will not 
agree to use any influence on the 
U.S. Department of Justice to dis- 
its present suits against 
producer-distributors. 

Producer-distributor heads. will 
be told that radical reduction of 
film costs is imperative to avert 
wholesale insolvencies among inde- 
pendent exhibitors throughout the 
country and a virtual ultimatum was 
to be served on the companies to 
slash rentals. 

Exhibitors declared that even such 
a cut may not avert the threatened 
‘catastrophe’ unless, at the same 
time, the trend of declining box- 
office income is not arrested soon. 

Coming at a time when the show 
business generally is at its lowest 
ebb in years, and grosses hanging 
around rock-bottom, the convention 
was to emphasize the matter of film 
costs and make the subject a special 
order of business. 

Bennie Berger, owner of one of 
the local territory’s largest inde- 
pendent circuits, promises to present 
figures showing that his film costs 
have increased more than 50% in 
the past five years. Other costs, too, 


continue 








seized by the International. 
neys for IATSE attempted to show | 
Browne acted because the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations was try- 
ing to break up the closed-shop 
agreement of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in the film industry, 
but A. Brigham Rose, counsel for 
Local 37, blocked the move by 
charging that was outside the issue 
as an ‘effort to drag a red herring 
across the case.’ 


Cooper disclosed that four weeks 
before Browne seized the local and 
within a few days after the return 
of full autonomy, the producers had 
offered to negotiate a new contract 
directly with Local 37. He told the 
details of a visit by himself and Jo- 
seph M. Carpenter to the offices of 
Pat Casey, at which time he stated 
Casey said he would be glad to ne- 
gotiate with Local 37. Cooper testi- 
fied the producer labor contact also 
offered to continue in effect wages, 
hours and conditions that prevailed 
before Prexy Browne withdrew 
from the Studio Basic Agreement. 


Although Browne in his deposi- 
tion stated the emergency order was 
wired between 1 am. and 2 a.m. 
March 13, Local 37 introduced evi- 
dence that plans for the raid were 
made before midnight March 12, 
Perry B. McNeéar, special policeman 
detailed as watchman at Local 37 
headquarters, fixed time at between 
11 and 11:45 p.m. on March 12. . 

McNear testified a police sergeant 
came to the door of the heatiquar- | 


Attor- | 





i It is 


| vention 


at 


They also are complaining about 
the extended downtown runs that 
are causing a product shortage for 
the suburban houses. A plea also 
was being made for ‘better pictures.’ 
imperative that production 
quality be improved, the indepen- 
dents declare. 

Feeling among the independents is 


| that admission price cuts would not 
| provide a cure for their present 


troubles. 
May Run Beyond 3 Days 

The meeting may run beyond the 
scheduled three days inasmuch as 
everybody present has been promis- 
ed a chance to voice his views from 
the convention floor. 

A proposal for a national film buy- 
ing circuit of 2,500 theatres looks 
doomed to fall by the wayside. 
Indie exhibitor leaders branded the 


| idea ‘impracticable.’ 


President Cole called the con- 
to order this afternoon 
(Tuesday). The first session was 
executive with the producer-distri- 
butor representatives barred so that 
the independent exhibitors would 
have a chance to discuss their griev- 
ances among themselves without 


| ‘any fear of reprisals.’ 


Among subjects to receive atten- 
tion at ensuing sessions, in addition 
to those previously mentioned, were 
unfair non-theatrical opposition, in- 
cluding the showing of 16 mm. films 


| in places other than regular theatres; 


new-season selling policies, — give- 
aways and double features. 

The convention will wind up 
with a gala banquet Thursday night. 
Bill Elson, local exhibitor, will be 
toastmaster and speakers will in- 
clude national, state and local offi- 
cials and prominent producer-distri- 
butor representatives and indepen- 
dent exhibitor leaders. 

Those attending the convention 
were informed that Allied States’ 
goal is ‘the restoration of confidence 
and good feeling between the sellers 
and buyers of film, a recognition by 
each of the importance of the other 
in the successful conduct of all that 
is embraced in the motion picture 
business, and the setting up of 
proper machinery for the adjustment 
of difficulties by the bona fide rep- 
resentatives of the two branches.’ 

‘This machinery,’ as envisioned by 
Allied, ‘contemplates local arbitra- 
tion boards, freed of the abuses of 
the compulsory arbitration boards, 
and consisting of an equal number of 
distributors and independent ex- 
hibitors and a neutral third party 
to function in case of a tie. Also a 
National Appeal Board, similarly 
constituted, to entertain appeals from 
the local boards in contract cases, 
and to have original jurisdiction in 
matters of general importance.’ 





| ters and inquired, ‘What’s going on 


in there.” The watchman said he re- 
plied nothing was going on and 
asked the reasons for the officer's 
inquiry. He stated the sergeant re- 
plied there were about 25 men down 
police headquarters who said 
‘they were coming up to take this 
place at 2 a.m.’ 

Asked if he had not also issued 
permits to hairdressers, Blix re- 
plied: 

‘Yes, I had overlooked that batch, 
and there was still another group, 
the makeup artists. Judge Henry 
M. Willis asked if females were 
eligible for membership in the 
IATSE, and Blix admitted they were 
not at that time. 


CIO Moving In? 


The CIO is sitting on the sidelines 
here ready to move into pictures if 
the IATSE succeeds in its move to 
crush Local 37 and carry on with 
the five new unions which were is- 
sued in defiance of a Superior Court 
injunction. Harry Bridges, Coast 
CIO leader, has held several confer- 
ences with disgruntled AF of L 
leaders, but the moves are being 
kept secret, ; 

A new organization known as the 
United Studio Technicians Guild of 
North America is passing out mem- 
bership pledge cards in studios. The 
organization claims it is independent, 
but. several leaders indicated. af- 
filiation with CIO would be sought 
if the- majority of members favored 
such @ move. ’ aie 
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DRAMA-DEEP, STARK.. 
___AND STARTLING! 


Ae A, 
THE PILOT 


tron-jawed man of action to whom 
beautiful women are passengers 


SOCIETY HEIRESS | 
Beautiful, headstrong, demanding 
.. . Eloping to escape boredom. 


LADY OF LEISURE 
Gold-digger by choice . . . fugitive 
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A 
HAN 


The man who convinced the heiress 


THE DETECTIVE 
Escorting a desperate prisoner 
to doom on the scaffold. 
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he was worth eloping with. 


“FAs: \ Soe s 
CRIMINAL GANGSTER — 
Taking his chief's tittle son away 

from bullet-riddied streets. 


CONTENTED COUPLE 
* The botanist and his wife, to.whom the jungle was alive. with 


The doomed man to whom the 
interest ... and life full of happy things! 


Two- fisted man against the sky 
jungle’s terror meant only delay. 


...@ pushéver for romance. 


SENSATIONALISM that pays dividends at the box-office!...The strangest, strongest, most grip- 
ping story the screen has seen in months and months! .. . Nine people trapped by a forced land- 
ing in the head-hunters’ jungle! ... Their crippled plane can carry only five away! ... WHICH 
FIVE? ... AH, THAT’S THE PAYOFF! . .. Millions of moviegoers will be on edge till they find out 
—AND YOU CASH IN ON THE TERRIFIC BOX-OFFICE PULL! ... BUILD IT UP FOR ALL 


IT’S WORTH! [ , 


WITH 


CHESTER MORRIS 
LUCILLE BALL 
WENDY BARRIE 
JOHN CARRADINE 
ALLEN JENKINS 
JOSEPH CALLEIA 
C. AUBREY SMITH 
KENT TAYLOR 
PATRIC KNOWLES 
ELISABETH RISDON 


Directed by JOHN FARROW 
Produced by ROBERT SISK 


Screen Play by Jerry Cady 
Dalton Trumbo, Nathanael West 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 

Nicholas Daks, Anchutina, Jan 


Peerce, Margaret Sande, Jack Cole, 
George Bockman, Glee Club, Corps 
de Ballet, Rockettes, Music Hall 
Symph under direction Erno Rapee; 
‘Sun Never Sets’ (U), reviewed in 
Variety June 7. 








Very effective staging and light- 
ing, with the settings and routining | 
veering to the moderne, gives this 
week’s presentation much that sets 
it apart from the general run. 
Though the artists are mostly Hall 
regulars, no names being present, 
the spectacle rates audience ap- 
preciation. 

Leon Leonidoff names his current | 
production ‘Angles’ and has set it 
up in four parts. The first ‘is 
‘Squares’, others being ‘Triangles,’ 
‘Verticals’ and ‘Horizontals.’ Figures 
that represent the geometrics are | 
fiashed on the screen to open each | 
scene. | 

In ‘Squares’ Nicholas Daks, long 
here, and Anchutina do an adagio 
atop a square that rises considerably 











| 





as Broudy’s on stage. 
, Science’ short, Looney Tune (WB) | 


ligament in rehearsal, and came 
through nicely under circumstances. 
Apparent nervousness took a little 
polish off their tricks, but by second 
afternoon show they were registering 
heavily. Boys have no regard what- 
soever for life and limb and with a 
little more showmanship could eas- 
ily go places. | 

No overture this week inasmuch | 
Par ‘Popular | 





and Par newsreel wind up program. | 
Biz way off. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, June 9. | 
Wong | 


J. Harold Murray, Jim 
Troupe (6), Cappy Barra Harmonica 
Ensemble (8) with Freddie Stewart, 
DeVal, Merle & Dee, Sid Marion & 
Sandra Lynd, Eddie Rosenwald 
house band; ‘Wolf Call’ (Mono) and 
‘Mystery of Mr. Wong’ (Mono). 





It has been more than a year since 
J. Harold Murray appeared on a lo- 
cal bill, and some new numbers 


quest’ (Rep). 


STATE, N. Y. 


Dinty Doyle and guests, Borrah 
Minevitch Harmonica Band, Buddy 
Clark, The Nelsons, Frank & Jean 
Hubert, Alien & Kent; ‘Man of Con- 








There were seats on both floors 
available before and during the 
evening show Friday (9) which 


Cohen. | hasn't been unusual along Broadway. 


Stage and screen fare is ample but 
| the vaude section goes overboard, 


|principally because of a columnist | 


|m.c.’s added contributions. 


Dinty Doyle, radio commentator for 
| the N. Y. Journal-American, works 
|along lines of other newspaper men 
|who appear at the State now and 
| then, pit band being onstage and the 
scribe introducing the acts. The 
booking of Doyle promises an unusal 
show but it does not seem especially 
so. However, the audience at this 
'catching backed up the m.c. For what 
i\the show lacked in numbers was 
; made up in enthusiasm. Every turn 


above the stage. As the cube turns, | might have been anticipated in his | was liberally rewarded. 


ballet girls are revealed on three | 
sides. They step downstage for t 
nicely-executed number, broken up 
briefly by a clever backgrounding | 
adagio bit bv the Daks-Anchutina | 
team within the square. ; 

For the triangular session, 
Peerce, tenor staple here, sings | 
‘You’re the Song in My Heart’ in 
one, handling it very capably, topped 
in fullstage by the Jack Cole mod- 
ernistic dance trio, which blends a 
touch of the mechanique and Bolero 
in their work. Threesome is held 
over from the previous show and 
also includes Margaret Sande and 
George Bockman. 

‘Verticals’ brings Peerce’s return, 
with the glee club behind him in a 
fine rendition of ‘Wishing,’ while 
‘Horizontais’ is for the Rockettes, 
augmented by the ballet. Russell 
Markert’s clever dancers, togged like 
King’s guards do a military type rou- 
tine that’s ingeniously charted, one 
of the best numbers the Rockies 
have ever done. The finish, with the 
ballet girls added for a total of 64, is 
an eye-filling spectacle. 

Show is tight and fast, running 30 
minutes. The orchestra overture of 
Tschaikowsky’s Pathetique Sym- 
phony consumes 10 minutes. Char. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, June 9. 
Dave Broudy’s orch (16), Johnny 
Perkins, Marion Talley, Three Slate 
Bros., with Fay Carroll, 12 Aristo- 








crats, Six Whirlwinds; ‘Kid from 
Kokomo’ (WB). 
Booking office has smiled on 


Johnny Perkins, moonfaced m. c., for 
his second consecutive show here. 
Chubby comic came on week ago to 
pilot Bert Wheeler-headed layout 
and is sticking around for another 
stretch. Acts are good and varied, 
pace is rapid and the general enter- 
tainment quotient high. Perkins 
himself is no small—either literaily 
or figuratively—factor in the cere- 
monies which he masters. 

Things gét off te fast start when 
12 Aristocrats, mixed hoofing en- 
semble and a long-time standard, 
knockoff a snappy tap routine. Per- 
kins picks it up from there with a 
stage band medley, taking over ba- 
ton from Dave Broudy. ‘Alexan- 
der’s Ragtime Band,’ ‘My Gal Sal,’ 
‘Shine On Harvest Moon’ and ‘St. 
Louis Blues,’ interspersed with a 
couple of slick instrumental solos, 
over big, stamping Broudy’s regu- 
lar house crew the equal in many 
respects of flock of name outfits that 
have hit WB deluxer in recent past. 

Marion Talley, with Jack Carroll 
at the piano, has the next slot and 
punches out a nice click for her- 
self. Former Met star has an engag- 
ing personality, a good-enough voice 
for any film house stage and mixes 
’em up smartly in her repertoire. 
Gets going with ‘Siboney,’ then into 
‘Make Believe I Love You’ and winds 
up with an unnounced opera aria to 
authenticate herself. Well-liked and 
heavily applauded, despite thin 
house, and had to come back and 
give | them ‘Coming Through the 


ye. 

Aristocrats follow for their final 
appearance and turn in a corking 
unison adagio that’s tops, even with- 
out the breathless. dangerous spins 
and turns they used to do. Turn’s 
more tame than it was in previous 
visits, but with still enough on the 
ball to make it a cinch practically 
anvwhere. 

At this point mob’s ripe for dose 
of comedy, high and low, and Slate 
Brothers give it to ‘em. With only 
an added gag or two, it’s exactly the 
same act they did here just a few 
months ago. They’re still bringing 
on the blonde venus named Fay 
Carroll. who dumb-stooges for a 
flock of the freres’ auickies and then 
bursts into song to reveal a crack 
voice and sell ‘Our Love’ with the 
best of them. Trio cleaned up all 
the wav and had to bee off. 

For a closer, Whirlwinds, male 
sextet, dash off a series of roller- 
skating thrills. Local act, doubling 
from nearby nitery, Nixon Cafe, 
was a last-minute substitution for 
Three Titans, one of whom tore a 


repertoire. Apparently “Without a 
Song,’ ‘Romance,’ ‘C’est LaGuerre’ 
and ‘Song of the Rangers’ are good 
enough, though, for he won his usual 
heavy plaudits with these old faves. 
Murray looks as smart as ever and 


controlled. 


Jim Wong Troupe of five men and 
a woman open the bill with about 
everything one expects from an ori- 
ental acro act. The girl handles the 
solo barrel tossing, one of the boys 
does a net tap that’s a surprise for 
this type of act; two of the boys are 
double-jointed and twist themselves 
around accordingly; and the balanc- 
ing plate twirling and miscellaneous 
acro tricks are all good, sustaining 
entertainment. 


Deuce spot is held down by the 
Cappy Barra harmonica. crew. A 
fancy introduction with an involved 
lyric, which doesn’t project clearly, 
apparently aims to be some sort of 
buildup for the boys, but on show 
caught none of this business was 
clear. ‘Poet and Peasant’ overture is 
well played and the ‘Tiger Rag’ finale 
gets over okay. Freddie Stewart is 
featured as vocalist for ‘Have a 
Heart.’ He’s fair on swing, but his 
crooning emerges like a lilting groan. 

DeVal, Merle & Dee, the final act, 
provide a swell comic ballroom turn. 
Burley starts when the two boys find 
they have switched coats in the 
dressing room, and make the change 
on stage. A triple tangle of arms 
and legs is a wow, and the girl is 
thrown for spectacular somersaults, 
whirls and false falls in the finale. 
Bright offering on the bill this week. 

Sid Marion and Sandra Lynd have 
the trey. Marion opens with some 
good drunk impersonations, but from 
then on it’s weak. Marion wiggles 
his hat most of the time, there’s a 
painful burley love scene, an oper- 
atic medley by Miss Lynd—and, to 
top it off, Marion called down the 
orch leader for not giving him time 
to get off on the opening show. 
Marion was late in leaving, that’s 
all. Fox. 


HIPP, BALTO. 


: Baltimore, June 10. 
Ozzie Nelson orch (13), Harriet 
Hilliard, Rosanne Stevens, Betty 
Lou, Ross Wyse, Jr., and June Mann; 
‘Sorority House’ (RKO). 








Featuring Ozzie Nelson’s orchestra 
and Harriet Hilliard, current layout 
stacks up nicely. Well balanced and 
equipped with sock talent, show 
clicks strongly. 
version of ‘Angels 


Sing,’ putting 


edy version of ‘Old Gray Bonnet.’ 
Nelson handles the lyrics smoothly. 

oduced as a newcomer to the 
band, Rosanne Stevens, vocalist, 
clicks off ‘Three Little Fishies,’ 
‘Hold Tight’ and ‘Love Bug.’ Gal has 
er class and personable sales- 
manship. 

Betty Lou, blonde acro dancer, 
follows with strong routine of tum- 
bling, utilizing a special table for 
spectacular full .twist somersaults, 
to a resounding finish. Ross Wyse, 
Jr., and his partner, June Mann, 
take hold next with well-tempoed 
comedy routine that has plenty of 
laughs. Material is good and wind 
up of acro hoofery a beg-off. Act 
has possibilities for more ambitious 
niche. 

On to an audible reception, Har- 
riet Hilliard takes immediate pos- 
session with a parody on ‘Remember 
Me,’ done with Nelson. From there 
on it’s all her own way with ar- 
rangements on ‘Kid in the Three- 
Cornered Pants,’ ‘The Angels Sing.’ 
and ‘Two Sleepy People.’ Forced into 
encores, she does ey Heart Belongs 
to Daddy’ and ‘ an’t Give You 
Anything But Love,’ both with Nel- 
son and ress sockeroo. Difficulty 
getting off on show caught. 

Nelson doesn’t seem to bother 
much about musical style or idiom. 
He can beat it but does a much 
smarter job of sticking to his own 
particular style and change of pace. 
Has a wholesome personality and 
‘nice guy’ sense of humor that sells 
im to an audience. 

Biz best in weeks. 











Burm. 


Nelson’s band opens with swing | 


| Bill Robinson was one of Doyle's 
| guests on Friday night. He avoided 
| clogging, amiably chatting and eas- 
ing off with the lyric ‘Just Strolling 
| Along’. Robinson said he had to go 
|to Long Island and play a benefit 


Jan|the voice is still rich and perfectly | and then return to the Cotton Club 


for a late show. At the start 
he gave the house a ‘number’ for 
| Saturday’s play and reminded ’em 
| about it for a good laugh upon exit- 
ing. 

Most of the comedy comes at the 
|end of the bill, the Minevitch ‘Ras- 
| cals’ finaling before Doyle takes over. 
| The harmonica bunch has been tour- 
ing a year or more without Mine- 
| vitch but it delivers regardless. An- 
| tics of the boys are comic, particular- 
|ly that of diminitive Johnny Tuelo. 
The Huberts, Frank and Jean, are 
,on just ahead and amuse the house 
with their unique stew stuff, going 
off among the evning’s top applause 
scorers. Buddy Clark, whom Doyle 
first heard on the air when reporting 
in San Francisco,, is spotted at the 
half-way mark. Warbler has a pleas- 
ant baritone and exhibits an easy 
manner before ‘the microphone. He 
opened with ‘Rosalie’, his routine in- 
cluding ‘Angels Sing’, ‘Wishing’ and 
‘East Side of Heaven’, latter being 
in the way of encoring. 

The Nelsons, introduced as coming 
from the Dorchester House, London, 
contribute their marionette novelties. 
The ‘nebriated top-hatter is excellent 
manipulation but the skating girl 
puppet at the close really catches all 
eyes. Allen and Kent give the show 
a starting wallop, a surprise to them, 
judging from their remarks. Couple 
start with modern taps, then intro- 
duce a middle-aged couple who go 
for old-style clogging on a mat. The 
a.k.’s really win the house. Several 
encores as a quartet were earned. 
Bit recently closed at the Casa 
Manana. 

Doyle had Dave Elman, originator 
of ‘Hobby Lobby’ on radio as his 
studio contribution. Answering the 
columnist’s questions, Elman said 
there have been 500,000 unduplicated 
hobbies revealed to him and that 
20,000,000 people in the country have 
a hobby of one kind or another. In- 
troduced by Elman is Wilber McCar- 
ter, of Miami, who works as a sales- 
man but trains dogs as a pastime, 
Lad had with him a mongrel called 
Rags, claiming he trained the pooch 
to be a mind-reader. Pup is blind- 
folded, placed on a table and by barks 
denotes numbers written by front 
rowers. That portion of the show is 
too long but would be more interest- 
ing if cut. 

Running time of the stage show 
| was one hour and 30 minutes. 

Ibee. 





PALACE, CHI 


: Chicago, June 10. 
Six Grays, Vic Hyde, Orson 
Welles & Co. (8), Arren & Broder- 
ick, Variety Gambols (7); ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G). 


plenty of emphasis on the brass and | 
tollowing immediately with a com-| 








This week’s show would bring 
back memories to many an old-timer 
in vaude. For it is a typical pre- 
war variety line-up. Opens with a 
dancing act, a single in the deuce, 
a sketch in the center for full-stage 
efiect and headliner, a comedy next- 
ee and acrobats for the cur- 

in. 

In other words, it is a poorly 
booked and moth-eaten arrangement 
that doesn’t enhance the possibilities 
of vaude, in spite of Orson Welles’ 
curtain-speech assurance that vaude- 
ville has come back to stay. 

Individually there is nothing 
wrong with the variety turns; but 
they are put together in a fashion 
that was out of style at the Engle- 
wood in 1920. 

Even Orson Welles (New Acts) 
has gone back into the files and 
comes up with a revival. He has 
sliced the old stage piece, ‘Green 
Goddess,’ to 25 minutes. 

Opening is the Gray Family, 
standard in vaude. Single man and 
five girls turn in some pleasant 
dance and song routines. In the 
deuce is Vic Hyde with his one-man- 
band act. Has added a new finale 
to the musical turn—blowing three 
| trumpets at once. Hyde doesn’t fit 








into this house as well as he does in 
the other vaude spots in town. 
Next-to-closing is the solid Arren 
and Broderick comedy team, with 
the gal still garnering her quota of 
laughs on her burlesque warbling. 
In the wind-up are the Variety Garn- 
bols acrobats, four men and three 
girls in tumbling and pyramid work. 
Business good at the supper show 
Friday (9). Gold. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 





Chicago, June 10. 
Arthur Cook, Monahan & Morris, 
Tyne Trio, Don Cummings, Pinky 
Lee & Co. (3), Sweethearts line 
(12), Verne Buck & orch; ‘Old Dark 
House’ (U) and “My Man Godfrey’ 
(U). 


Two revivals on the screen and a 


satisfying vaudeville bill on the 
stage. Arthur Cook is the winner of 
last week’s amateur contest and 


terps an old-fashioned clog routine. 
For a non-pro he does well. Mona- 
han and Morris are a man-and- 
woman xylophone team with 
man’s foot-pcunding bit giving the 
act enough novelty to sell it. 

Don Cummings continues to de- 
velop as a comedian depending less 
and less on his rope-twirling. His 
gags, however, are tending more and 
more into the deep blue and he’s go- 
ing to find himself being blue-pen- 
ciled by managers shortly unless he 
begins cleaning up his material. 


Lime Trio, for some reason billed 
as Tyne Trio, were solid with Euro- 
pean type of contortion work. Act 
is costumed cleverly and plotted with 
fine showmanship, particularly the 
gollywog bit. 

Back in town after a long absence, 
the Pinky Lee threesome scored 
cleanly with its slapstick comedy. 
Trio works diligently to put all the 
stock patter over well. Flock of 
gags, bits and dancing sessions all 
add up to good variety entertain- 
ment. 

Verne Buck continues as m.c. and 
is an outstanding handler of acts and 
audience. He does plenty to sell 
each turn and rates as real box office 
draw. Sweethearts line contributes 
two eye-filling routines. 


Business fair last show Friday (9). 
Gold. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Harry James orch (13), Jane Fro- 
man, The Chesterfields (2), The 
Stapletons (2), Jack Palmer, Con- 
nie Haines, Don Baker; ‘Invitation 
to Happiness’ (Par), reviewed in 
VARIETY, June 7. 








Good combo on stage and screen 
this and next week, and likely to 
stay a third week. It’s not a costly 
show compared to some in recent 
months, that being the new scheme 
of things at the Par, yet it’s equally 
socko. The feature has substance 
and in the Harry James band-Jane 
Froman twain, the stage portion Is 
plenty solid, and made even more 
effective through being held to a 
snappy 45 minutes. 

James, alumnus of Benny Good- 
man’s aggregation, where he was 
No. 1 trumpeter, is featured as 
a new ‘king of the trumpet.’ His 
brass virtuosity is unquestionable, 
his thematic ‘Ciribiribin’ in swingo 
making for a nice signature intro 
and later for a midriff number. 

James is a shade too jive, doing 
‘King Porter Stomp,’ ‘Limehouse 
Blues’ (wherein drums and sax get 
the spot), “Two O'Clock Jump,’ 
‘Ain’t What You Do’ and ‘Araby’ in 
uniform bounce manner. ‘Ciribiri- 
bin’ is the lone moderated swingo. 
He could interpolate one more to 
take the heat off it a bit, although 
there’s no denying that the out- 
fronters knew what they wanted, 
and James gave it to ’em. Several 
of the above are disk faves. 

His team comprises five brass, in- 
cluding himself, four reeds and a 
rhythm section of four. In between 
are introduced the personable and 
tapstering Stapletons (2), The Ches- 
terfields (2), Jack Palmer and Con- 
nie Haines, his vocalists. Miss 
Haines features ‘Don’t Worry About 
Me’ and the Stapletons’ repertoire 
embraces ‘Nola’ in taps, a flirtation 
bit and a lollypop conceit; all neat. 

Oozing oomph across the foots, the 
pulchritudinous Jane Froman, whose 
prowess at vocal saleswomanship is 
now standard via radio, screen and 
stage, manifests uncanny rostrum 
values with ‘Angels Sing,’ ‘Lady's 
In Love With You,’ ‘Beguine’ and 
‘Skipper,’ each appropriately back- 
grounded by a characteristic stere- 
opticon curtain. In ‘Lady,’ James 
does his obligato trumpeting for a 
nice assist and she cleans the bases 
with the rhumbaish ‘Beguine,’ forc- 
ing a second recall. 

Heralded as from abroad, the 
Chesterfields, hoke male comedy 
team, don’t quite boff. It’s of fa- 
miliar pattern. A pair of staid mu- 
sikers, one at the harmonium (min- 
iature organ) and the other a cell- 
ist. Breakway nonsense with the 
props, and a breakdown finale. Has 
its moments but doesn’t quite come 
Priming and pruning may help 
it, 

Biz big opening (Wed.) night. 

Abel. 


the | 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, June 10. 
Earline King, Six Virginians, 
Glen Pope, Barr & Estes, Roxyeties 
(16); ‘Juarez’ (WB). 


Pic is the thing this week so far 
as the marquee goes, but starless 
little revue is smooth, swift and 
showmanlike half hour of pop en- 
tertainment with Spanish back- 
ground. Only two specialties are in- 
cluded in show proper, girl warbler 
being spotted in overture. Virgin- 
ians are in third straight week and 
Roxyettes are permanent house line. 

Opens with spot on hacienda bal- 
cony in organ niche at side of pit, 
Earline King in white spangled 
Spanish gown and comb singing ‘La 
Paloma’ while pit guitarist Preston 
Shelly plunks in troubador garb be- 
jlow. Local radio warbler has nice 
;} soprano and gets good hand. Siage 
lights go on as travelers open on 
Virginians in full dress and line in 
sock yellow and black gowns with 
huge picture hats. Baritone Bruce 
Rogers, head of sexteitte, pleases 'em 
with solo of ‘A New Moon and An 
Old Serenade’ at center mike as girls 
work out semi-ballet. Virginians 
score with “Tears in My Inkweil’ and 
introduce Glen Pope as Earle’s ‘find 
of the month.’ Youthful magician, 
| making first appearance here, works 
| in full dress and while keeping his 
turn distinctly on the class side is 
pleasantly human. Starts with dis- 
appearing bird and cage, makes ’em 
giggle with Chinese sticks on a 
string, holds attention surprisingly 
in palming cigarets and changing 
thimbles, and finishes sock by tear- 
ing black and white tissue paper into 
sunbonnet, 

Two line gals step through travel- 
ers for double introduction of Barr 
& Estes as ‘Hollywood’s newest 
glamour pair.’ Curtains part as male 
struts on to slay ‘em with eccentric 
soft-shoe hoofing, and pantomimes of 
man on street car, types of walkers 
and applauders. Cute gal dances on 
in startling purple strapless evening 











gown. They go into succession of 
dance specialties, including high 
school and college’ impressions, 


which get all the laughs of slapstick 
without ever quite stooping to it. 
Fast eccentric finish smashes. 

Second curtain opens on elaborate 
Spanish garden set with Virginians 
in grandee costume and six gals in 
long white Spanish dresses. Few 
bars of ‘Rio Rita’ and Virginians take 
center mike for ‘Donkey Serenade.’ 
while two girls do atmospheric 
Spanish dances in background. Ear- 
line King joins Virginians for ‘Begin 
the Beguine’ and on second chorus 
rest of line bursts out in striking 
blue-strined Cuban costume with 
scarlet underskirts and gourds in- 
side bouquets in each hand. Com- 
plex rhumba routine is deafening 
and smartly executed for crisp fin- 
ish. 


Biz swell when caught. Craig. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 9. 
Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis orch with 
Vido Musso, Betty Van & Ralph 
Collier, Lowe, Hite & Stanley, 
Adolph Kornspan house band; ‘Young 
Mz. Lincol”’ (20th). 


The Fox this week continues its 
new policy of giving the film pre- 
cedence over the stage show. ‘Young 
Mr. Lincoln’ is considerably stronger 
as a marquee draw than was pro- 
vided under the old policy, and it's 
given top billing over Johnnie 
(‘Scat’) Davis’s crew on the boards. 
The film is so long that the stage 
show has been sliced from the usual 
50 or 60 minutes to 38 minutes. 
Only one act is booked with Davis, 
Lowe, Hite & Stanley. 

Davis’s orchestra, playing a return 
date, is limited in appeal, since it 
clicks only with the jives. Principal 
attraction in the band is, of course, 
Davis himself. With his wild antics, 
his hair flopping around, his throaty 
vocalizing and about everything else 
that’s generally associated with a 
collegiate jazz maniac, Davis clicks 
personally. The warbling that won 
him note with Fred Waring is passed 
out in limited doses. Entirely minus 
an esthetic appeal, it’s strictly 
novelty and requires the limitation. 
Davis also trumpets. 

Band is made up of half a dozen 
brasses, five reeds and three rhythm, 
with the music naturally refiecting 
the preponderance of horns. It’s not 
the full, solid Larry Clinton type of 
jive, but arrangements give ‘it. thin- 
ness. Nice novelty is a brass quintet 
doing ‘Angels Sing.’ Also, the orizi- 
nal ‘Chant of the Tom-Tom,’ with 
tymp-thumper Ralph Collier taking 
it away. Saxer Vido Musso, for- 
merly with Benny Goodman, also 
does a specialty. It’s his band that 
Davis is leading. 

Femme vocalizer with the crew is 
Betty Van. Okay on looks and per- 
sonality, she switches lyrics into 
gibberish, providing a kinda weak 
turn. ‘Deep Purple’ is done to best 
advantage. 

Lowe, Hite & Stanley complete 
the bill. Act is standard, well- 
routined, and clicks in its usual solid 
style here. Three identically-dressed 
males, one a midget, one a giant and 
the other normal, have a well con- 
ceived turn to take the greatest ad- 
vantage of the differences in size. 
It’s good for a flock of laughs, pro- 
vides some fair tapping as well and 








‘rates as a strong novelty. 


Herb. 











ARN eek BORA te Pee a 


rt 


— " 


eae ee 




















ee Sil 














Wednesday, June 14, 1939 








= 


APOLLO, N. Y. 





House Line (16), Mae Diggs, John 
Mason, Jimmie Baskette, Willie 
Bryant, Arthur Bradley, Vivian Har- 
ris, Swing Trio, Louise Beavers with 
Reginald Fenderson, Three Speed 
Kings, Lyle Smith, Tiny Bradshaw 
orch with Dean Lari; ‘Reform 


school’ (Col). 


Just a mediocre bill. Headed by 
Louise Beavers, the Negro film 
player, who is supported by Reginald 
Fenderson, show is slipshod, par- 
ticularly in material, although the 
performers 
ably talented. 


Miss Beavers and Fenderson are in 
film, ‘Reform School,’ | 


the current : 
but the tieup failed to produce any 
noticeable hypo a: the boxoffice 
when caught at the late show Friday 
(9). Also among the bill’s toppers 


are Willie Bryant, who easily gar- | 
ners laurels with his grace as m.c. | 


and as participant in a couple of 
sketches. He’s a holdover. 


Miss Beavers and Fenderson, aided | 


py Jimmy Baskette and Bryant, ap- 
pear in a corny sketch of a mother’s 
love for her wayward son. It takes 
place in a death house and depicts 
the final scene between mother and 
son before the latter’s ‘last mile.’ 
Baskette plays the governor who re- 
fuses to commute the son’s sentence, 
Fenderson is the son, Arthur Brad- 
ley the priest, and Bryant the 
warden. On the opening night the 
sketch showed need of rehearsal. 

In another to-do involving Miss 
Beavers and Fenderson, the latter 
describes a situation that occurred 
during the filming of ‘Reform 
School,’ the purpose being obviously 
to gain an intimacy with the audi- 
ence, but it falls short of its mark 
when the long narrative leaves Miss 
Beavers beside the mike with noth- 
ine to do or say. As it was, the 
story. too, was n.g. and unconvincing, 
if true. 

Tiny Bradshaw crew is the band 
this week. Bradshaw knocks him- 
self out, as usual], with his batoning. 
There’s little display of musician- 
ship, the lone focus being the 
maestro, who’s a carbon copy, and 
a poor one, of Cab Calloway in his 
mannerisms. The band’s music is 
swing done to the last syllable. Deani 
Lari is Bradshaw’s vocalist, and 
she’s a pleasant click, particularly 
because of her looks and simple 
white gown. 

John Mason, Baskette, Lyle Smith, 
Vivian Harris, Bryant and Bradley 
are in a couple of burley sketches 
that find little favor. They’re much 
too drawn out. Bradley does some 
taps, too, while Mae Diggs, featured 
line girl, sings pleasantly. 

The Three Speed Kings are col- 
ored lads, in tails, who get by with 
their fast hoofing, 
are harmonizers who pound various 
instruments, just fair. 

Production is better than usual, 
with lighting. costumes and scenery 
showing snark. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


; Indianapolis, June 9. 
As Robins, Four O’Connors, Ward 
& Milford, Judy Talbot, Zavatta 
Zroupe, World's Fair Girls (12); 
Chan in Reno’ (20th). 








Experience has proved that cus- 
tomers want bands, for with best acts 
booked, box office figures sag when 
house goes in for straight vaude. 
This week is no exception, for all 
acts on bill are good entertainment, 
but appeal is 
whose ranks aren’t well enough popu- 
lated to pay the bill. 

Six acts are assembled under bill- 
ing of ‘June Jubilesta’ to give revue 
flavor, further helped on the marquee 
by presence of World’s Fair Girls, al- 
though hoofers are excess baggage 
in show. They appear in two spots 
on bill, first down near middle, with 
an ordinary kick routine in futuristic 
outfits to give World’s Fair effect. 
They close bill with cocktail shaker 
number, Girls are no eye treats and 
could work more smoothly in their 
one. 

avatta Troupe opens with unsup- 
ported ladder tricks. Four men, one 
woman and a boy provide exciting 
moments as they mount their lad- 
ders for shoulder stands two and 
three high. Good opener. Big mitt 
winner is trapeze swinging by one 
member supported by man and 
woman mounted atop ladders. 

Judy Talbot follows with a cycle 
of pop songs. Has pleasant style 
which sells songs well, helping lack 
of voice quality. Does ‘You Look 
pood, to Me’, ‘I’m Yours’, ‘Begin the 

eguine’, and ‘If I Didn’t Care.’ 

Ward and Milford contribute a 
Comedy turn with the man getting 
all the laughs with his piano beating 
and imitations, which include wood 
Wests. and injured dog _yelps. 
Me Sings ‘Mountain Music’ in 

illbilly style, and does a burlesque 
= operas. Good for laughs and nice 


A. Robins scores solidly by doing 


as a whole are reason- | 


The Swing Trio | 


mostly to oldsters | 








turn are Patsy and Jackie, moppets 
of the troupe. Patsy, cute little girl 
of about nine, dances well and sings 
‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.’ 
Jackie, a tot of three, does his rou- 
tine like a veteran, working with 
his pop and uncle on gags, singing 
and dancing. 

Show runs 63 minutes, and while 
it compares favorably with other 
weekly offerings from entertainment 
standpoint, biz was thin at last 
|show Friday. Kiley. 





(NEWSREELS) 
Visit of King George and Queen 
| Elizabeth to the U. S. dominates the 
ishow here. Everything else seems 
by comparison. Paramount’s 
| special edition covers the arrival of 
| the royal party at Niagara Falls and 
the elaborate reception in Washing- 
ton. It’s most comprehensive, show- 
manly handling. Par’s coverage, 
running about 12 minutes, tells the 
historical story of British royalty’s 


| pale 


visit here graphically from every 
angle. ; 
Par’s special contains a prelude, 


showing the King and Queen prepar- 
atory to their visit to North America, 
following with their actual landing 
on U. S. soil, at Niagara Falls. Pic- 
ture then shows the arrival of the 


royal train the next morning in 
Washington. 
Sequence of events is taken up 


with shots of special Par narrators 
spieling from different vantage spots 
on the route taken by the royal 
party, indicating nicely staged ad- 
vance cameraing. There's the greet- 
ing between President Roosevelt and 
Eleanor Roosevelt and the reception 
at Union Station, as Garner and other 
high national executives meet the 
royal pair. Camera then takes in 
the sweep of military safety precau- 
tions, crowds lining up, heat prostra- 
tions, snatches of humorous _inci- 
dents in the throngs, the military 
procession and finally a_ traveiing 
shot of F.D.R. and King George 
riding up Pennsylvania avenue to 
the White House. The pomp and 
circumstance of the historic meeting 
never is permitted to lag right up to 
the time the official group goes to 
| the White House. Par’s handling in- 
| cludes remarkable closeups of the 
| King and Queen. Reel winds up with 
;}commentary on other spots that 
| were visited, including N.Y., the 
| fair and Hyde Park, with glimpses 
of these chief points. 

The garden party clip is by Fox, 
| deftly handled. Runs only about 
three minutes, showing the Boy Scout 
presentation to the King, and the 
arrival of King George and Queen 
Elizabeth at the open-air reception. 
a is a fine closeup of the Queen 
1ere. 

Arrival of Fred Snite, Jr., at 
Lourdes, France, after a 5,000-mile 
trip and after-the-fight dressing room 
scenes of Nova-Baer tilt, both Par, 
represent okay cameraing and nar- 
rating. Movietone grabs colorful 
background stuff in its neat han- 
dling of the Epsom Downs derby. 
Clem McCarthy, for Pathe, lends his 
enthusiasm to make the Belmont 
Stakes worthwhile reporting. 

_ Pathe has the liner St. Louis with 
its large refugee cargo off Cuba, but 
footage is jerky and hard to follow. 
Same reel did an excellent job on 
the French honoring U. S. World 
War dead. News of the Day has 
dedication of Will Rogers statue in 
Washington. Lew Lehr, for Fox, 
grabs a full quota of laugher with 
his description 
rassling match. 

Universal has some exciting pho- 
tography of a Times Square fire. 
Same reel captures pathos of scene 
as homes are burned to make way 
for Grand Coulee dam. U also fea- 
tures a fashion clip, which is note- 
worthy because it’s enclusive— 
showing use of mirrors in milady’s 
dressing room. U also shows dedica- 
tion of giant bowling :alleys at War- 
ners’ Coast studios. U has several 
excellent airplane clips. 


MARCH OF TIME 


Coming out just as King George 
and Queen Elizabeth are finishing 
their visit to the U. S., this issue of 
March of Time carries with it con- 
siderable timeliness as it dissects 
modern propaganda, war threats and 
efforts for peace in the world. It 
contains more varied scenes and rep- 
resents more widespread camera- 
grinding than any issue of M. of T. 
has had in months. Manner ir which 
the subject diagrams a national prop- 
agan ‘a campaign is sensibly present- 
ed and sure to impress picture audi- 
ences. 

Opens with a finger-pointing at 
the N. Y. World's Fair as the great- 
est ballyhoo in favor of peace, with 
vital scenes, especially in the foreign 
zone, graphically depicted. Theme 
of the British exhibit is shown as 
stressing the common bonds linking 
U. S. with England. Tour of the 
British royalty party then is labelled 
by the Institute for Propaganda An- 





| 





nothing more than taking things 
from his pockets. By the time his 
nine minutes are up, he has filled 
three trunks. Act is silent, but gets | 
laughs as bananas, watermelons, hall | 
trees, and hundreds of other items! 


alysis as an attempt to ‘sell’ Ameri- 
cans the British viewpoint on world 


| affairs. 


The reel then traces the efforts of 
Great Britain to weld a ‘peace front’ 
while at the same time detailing a 


(ORPHEUM, L.A.) 





Los Angeles, June 2. 





of an Australian }, 


Grisha and Brona, Hedy, Blossom 
Sisters, Emily Darrell, Sylvia Ames, | 
The Abdullah Girls, Nan Rae and! 
Maude Davis, Mavis, Four Ambassa- | 
dorettes, Elaine Boyd and femme} 
ork; ‘Racketeers of the Range’ 
aor and ‘One Third of a Natiow’ | 
(Par). 





Harry Sherman’s ‘Broadway Mer- 
ry-Go-Round,’ all girl unit making 
Pacific Coast tour, was rushed into 
Orpheum on Memorial Day, one day 
ahead of schedule, in hope that wan- 
ing biz would be bolstered. House 
Manager’ Sherrill Cohen added 
Grisha and Brona, couple of nude- 
gold dancers, and the Four Am- 
bassadorettes, quartet of fast-step- 
ping lookers, to bolster show and 


taining, fast moving stage diversion. 

It’s straight vaudeville, with 
Elaine Boyd’s eight-piece femme or- 
chestra backgrounding on_ stage 
throughout. Miss Boyd also acts as 
emcee, and in addition offers routine 


all-around artist. 

Laff winners are Nan_ Rae, 
straight, with Maude Davis, comedi- 
enne with falsetto voice and gawky 
manners, presenting an inquiring re- 
porter of the air turn that is good 
for solid howls. Also garnering 


with her well-trained Boston ter- 

rier, vaude standby that has lost 

none of its entertaining qualities. 
Vera Ames, from orchestra, is first 


some fast tapping. Miss Ames is 


strument and works up a lively tem- 
po which sent her off to round of 
well-deserved applause. 

Four Ambassadorettes are acro- 
tine of Arab tumbling served in 
fast-working order, and with expert 
precision. 

Helen and Dorothy Blossom are 
worthwhile comediennes, although 
some of their dialog is not so hot. 








Miss Boyd follows with ballad se- 
lections, revealing good style of de- 
livery and expert showmanship. 
Her ‘Memories’ was well liked. 


whose bodies are covered with gold 
makeup the while they go through 
some difficult aesthetic dance forma- 
tions. 


ing audience stooge, bowled the 
customers over. Both are talented 
performers. Miss Rae handles the 
straight end of the act with expert- 
ness while Miss Davis, with a dead- 
pan expression, falsetto voice and 
gawky mannerisms, is a howl. She 
did a couple of swing song versions 
that were pips. 

Finale has Abduilahs back for 
more tumbling and some exception- 
ally good pyramid stuff that winds 
up stage offering with a bang.Edwa. 


Radio Sets 
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their field work 
analyses. 

Allocation of broadcasting facili- 
ties and adoption of policies which 
will improve service to the public 
would be simpler if the FCC had a 
complete and accurate picture of 
listeners, Thompson pointed out. The 
Commish does not desire to impose 
the additional burden of counting 
automobile sets, however. 

Advantage to the industry in pro- 
gramming was pointed out by Paul 
Peter, NAB research director, who 
backed up the idea. Stations and 
networks will be able to provide bet- 
ter service if they have a clearer 
picture of their potential audience. 

National defense angles were em- 
phasized by the Army-Navy. which 
is anxious to have automobile sets 
checked, too. Blackout information, 
mobilization warnings, and expedi- 
tion of military movements hinge on 
effectiveness of reaching the public 
via radio. Automobiles are par- 
ticularly important, because of the 
number which might be on the road, 
lighted, at night when some emer- 
gency is presented. 


and 





The picture also depicts the Carib- 
bean setup as it effects the U. S. and | 
why certain military men in this 
country suggested co-operation with 
England in the event of war in Eu- 
rope. Subject constantly returns to 
the Propaganda Institute's activities 
and winds up without barge to take 
sides in deciding just what part the | 
U. S. should play should Great Bri- | 





tain need aid in time of war. Wear. 


unit turns out to be highly enter- | 


of ballads, which stamps her as an| 


plenty of laughs was Emily Darrell | 


specialty, doing a xylophone routine | 
after eight Abdullah girls open with | 


quite proficient with the musical in- | 


batic dancing girls who dish up rou- | 


Both essay comedy warbling and 
their offering was well received. | 


Nan Rae, with Maude Davis play- 


statistical | 


$15,000,000,000 rearmament program. | 





Sketch 
25 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace, Chicago 


| mountains, 1 
|flyers (two men and a girl) and the 
|rajah’s offer to free the men if he can 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS VARIETY 23 
a ————— 
: , [ 
are disgorded from a voluminous ° ° 
coat. Also has some good quick Unit Review | New Aets 
ee nee. ; a : 
our onnors close wi ancing jae 
and gags. Two brothers start with B’way Merr -Go-Round | 
cugged comedy, but mitt winners of y ‘ORSON WELLES AND CO. (38) [setting of rajah’s retreat in the 


Story of the stranded 


Announced as the ‘man who scared | wind up with the gal is told quickly, 


the world, then charmed it’, Orson | but not effectively. 


Welles make no mention of radio in 
his vaudeville appearance. 


‘does the turn refer to radio in any 


way. 
Instead, it’s a presentation of a 
condensed version of ‘The Green 


Goddess’, with Welles playing the be 


George Arless role of the rajah. It 
takes the audience some time to 
catch on that Welles is Welles, since | 


jthey haven’t seen many pictures of 


|him, and besides, he’s pretty well 
disguised under Oriental make-up. 
Sketch is as old-fashioned as they 


| come, and presented in a surprisingly jNQRMAN and MILES 


| actor. 
|effects in the sketch and all three 


Woefully weak are the sound 


Neither effects, and this is without excuse 


rom a radio producer, director and 
There are three vital sound 


blooped. 


Sketch runs overlong and should 
sliced somewhat for vaudeville, 


Is there any reason why Welles 
couldn’t have done a stage repro- 
duction of that radio show ‘War of 
the Worlds’, which broke the ‘Mars 


nation? 


invasion’ over the front pages of the 
7old 


| sloppy fashion by a man who is both Dancing 


|}producer and actor. Audience ex- 


|pected more from Welles, and they | Bustanoby’s, Flushing, N. Y. 


jhad a right to expect better stuff. 
This is not good enough from a pro- 
ducer-director-actor. 


is generally weak. Star’s excellent 
address stands him in fine stead, with 
the timbre of his voice rather than 


his acting style giving him solidity.’ they aren't seen at least once. 


Especially does his voice put him 
|over in the curtain speech in which 
he puts his blessing on vaudeville as 
a worthwhile facet of the ‘theatre 
arts.’ 


Sketch is built up with an opening | deadpan and amateurish. 


9 Mins. 
There is little to distinguish this 
team from dozens of others. They 


: : | essay rhumba and ballroom numbers 
Cast, with the exception of Welles, | but all lack the snap and finish essen- 


tial to good work. 


The gal is young and has a pretty 
face; if the gams match, it’s a shame 


Her 
partner is the thin, waxed-mustache 
Cuban type. 

This duo needs a lot of experience 
and drilling in selling their person- 
alities. As it is now, they're too 


Steps are 


| film trailer to give introductory plot) routine and bows are careless. 


pointers, and then fades into stage 


Gilb. 








More Crackdowns on Pix 
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tradictory actions of the New Deal- 


ers and increased the bewilderment 
about where the picture business 
really 
| istration affection, 
| The Attorney 
|echoed the sentiments 
| House intimates 
ing a be-kind-to-business course, ex- 
plaining the law enforcers do not 
| want to ‘harm’ films. His statement 
| that ‘we want this big industry to 
| flourish’ did not, however, quiet 
| slarm. Between the lines of his 
comments was a clear sign the D. J. 


General 


| 


} 


duct cannot be tolerated, and is 
|' bound to make pictures toe the 
| mark. 

At first, Murphy declared flatly 
the Commerce Department talks 
would have absolutely no effect on 
either docketed or contemplated 
trust-busting moves. When _re- 
minded that Commerce sources said 
the parley program was. undertaken 
with at least the knowledge (if not 
at instigation) of the Justice mana- 
gers, the A. G. conceded there is a 
chance the cooperation procedure 
will have the effect of wiping out 
the necessity for all the litigation in 
| prospect. In reply to a direct in- 
‘quiry, he said it is ‘possible that 
| some suits, planned to back up the 
/main attack in New York, will be 
averted through agreements which 
will involve significant changes in 
business tactics and conduct. 

‘We will treat with great respect 
and consideration any ideas that 
Secretary Hopkins may submit, for 
we know he will only attempt to be 
helpful,’ Murphy elaborated. 

It was at this point that Murphy 
accidentally—perhaps prematurely— 
revealed there is virtual agreement 
upon prosecuting tax-dodgers. After 
remarking that ‘criminal suits can- 
not be compromised,’ he said the 
D. J. has launched a criminal ac- 
tion affecting film industry person- 
alities. Procedure being followed is 
identical with the preliminaries to 
the Chicago grand jury probe now 
under way of Moses L. Annenberg, 
racing news syndicate operator and 
Philly publisher. 

This turn of the conversations 
brought incidentai disclosure that 
departmental executives and Inter- 
nal Revenue officials were huddling 
with attorneys representing the in- 
dividuals subject to scrutiny. Ses- 
sions occurred Tuesday (6) and 
Wednesday (7), with more talks due 
this week. Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral James W. Morris, head of the 
| tax division, presided, refusing to 
|make publie the names of partici- 
| pants or comment on the purpose 
| of the talks the status of the mat- 
| ter or next moves. 

Last Chance Proposition 

Secret confab was said by ~ther 
D. J. sources to be a sort of last 
chance proposition. If the film per- 
sonalities can convince the law-en- 








Artistic hit of bill are Grisha and} has its own concepts as to what} 
Brona, couple of shapely femmes! practices are good and what con-| 


forcers that no attempt was made- 


to beat the Federal Treasury and a| went 


stands in Roosevelt Admin- | 


faintly | 
of White | 
who have been urg- | 





can be amicably settled. But Mur- 
phy’s manner indicated he is pretty 
well convinced the tax shortages 
were the result of deliberate intent 
to evade the law, not of negligence 
or legitimate dispute about account- 
ing methods and the application of 
the revenue statutes. There were 
denials, however, that any conclu- 
sion has been reached about seek- 
ing indictments, with attention di- 
rected at the fact the conversations 
have not been ended. Other Offi- 
cials, while warning against placing 
too much importance on the A.G.’s 
observations, were perplexed when 
asked to reconcile their contentions 
that the matter is still under discus- 
sion with his specific statement that 
a criminal case has been built up. 

First confirmation from Murphy 
of report—printed originally in 
VARIETY last October—that the D. J. 
is looking into film labor conditions 
with an eye to taking unprecedented 
steps to compel observance of the 
Wagner Act. He said it is correct 
that agents have been checking up 
on gossip and activities, keeping the 
criminal provisions—never invoked 
to date—in mind, and added that he 
‘hopes’ he can state definitely the 
result of the inquiry ‘within 10 
days.’ While the particular mat- 
ters intriguing the D. J. have not 
been disclosed, the nature of the 
inquiries provides basis for believing 
the Government thinks the industry 
deliberately extended recognition to 
the AFL crowd in order to avoid 
having to do business with the rival 
CIO. The Wagner Act contains a 
sweeping, little-appreciated, clause 
under which severe punishment can 
be handed persons who conspire to 
prevent the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board from enforcing the 
statute. Some observers, however, 
cannot visualize the D. J. initiating 
action solely on the strength of 
something that might conceivably 
occur in the future, although it is 
realized the New Dealers would like 
to crack down on some important in- 
dustry as a means of combatting at- 
tacks on the NLRB and the collec- 
tive-bargaining law. 

With tax and labor troubles in 
prospect, there is some bewilder- 
ment about the Justice Depart- 
ment’s slowness in bringing promised 
chain of anti-trust actions to break 
up ‘local monopolies’ in the exhibi- 
tion field. In a few days, though, 
Congress will complete action on the 
departmental appropriation bill for 
the fiscal year starting July 1, in- 
cidentally granting a substantial in- 
crease in the amount available for 
enforcement of the Sherman act. 
Reinforcements will be taken on by 
Assistant Attorney General Thur- 
man Arnold and it is likely that a 
flock of film actions will be put on 
court calendars in widely-separated 
parts of the country as soon as the 
staff has been bolstered. 





For Dear Old Grand 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Paramount's ‘$1,000 a Touchdown’ 
into production on location 


satisfactory adjustment is reached | with James Hogan piloting. 


with Internal Revenue Bureau, 


| 


Picture co-stars Joe E. Brown and 


ithere is a chance the whole thing ' Martha Raye. 
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EXHIBITOR!” 


Here are Two Big M-G-M Shows for Showmen! 





M-G-M to the rescue as the thermometer soars. “MAISIE” is a daisy. Harrisburg and 
Providence engagements great! Watch this week’s opening of “TARZAN FINDS A SON”, 
a wow! “ON BORROWED TIME” is the talk of the West Coast! “GOODBYE MR. 
CHIPS” terrific in Dayton, Columbus, Cleveland, the first spots outside of New York and | 
Los Angeles to play it! And now the sensational preview of “ANDY HARDY GETS 
SPRING FEVER” establishes another big one! Remember this: when a feller needs a friend 
there’s always THE FRIENDLY COMPANY! 








3 











re i 


Salt Ritemeee 


Lendggudiiencitiecis heen 





é 
it 
é 


aoe 


enmennds Aas ist 





c— 





Wednesday, June 14, 1939 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 25 








—— 








Sharp Setback to Majors 











(Continued from page 4) 
rentals were reduced for showing 
double features. =a 

14. The same where a minimum 
admission price was enforced. 

15. Name each case where an ex- 
hibitor, having a contract with a 
first-run affiliated theatre, forced 
harsh, unreasonable terms on subse- 
quent run exhibitors. . 

16. Name the time in which each 


defendant received or gave benefits | 


to other defendants. 


Judge Bondy finished his ruling by | 


stating, ‘The defendants’ application 
for an extention of time in which to 
answer the petition is also denied, 
and the defendants are directed to 


serve their answers within 10 days | 


after service of the further bill. It 


does not appear why the defendants | 
should require more time to admit | 


or deny the averments or upon which 
the petition relies, or to set up any 
affirmative defenses that the de- 
fendants may have. Except as here- 
in expressly granted, the motion of 
the defendants is in all respects 
denied.’ 


U.S. Memorandum Why It 
Could Order Quick Trial 


The Government Friday (9) sent a 
memorandum to Judge Bondy 


explaining why it believed that he| 


could legally order the major film 
companies to file an answer to the 
anti-trust action against them, be- 
fore any further bills of particulars 
are submitted. The memorandum 
referred to that part of Judge 
Bondy’s statement which said, ‘Mr. 
Williams, if you will give me a 
memorandum showing that I have 
the power to order an answer, I will 
do it at once,’ (referring to U. S. 
asst. attorney Paul Williams). 

The U. S. says that an examina- 
tion of the rules of civil procedure 
for the District Courts of the U. S. 
reveals no provisions which would 
seem to prevent the court from di- 
recting the filing of an answer while 
a motion for a further bill of par- 
ticulars is pending. 

On the other hand, it is pointed 
out, under Rule 12-E it is clearly 
within the discretion of the court to 
direct the filing of an answer, if, in 
its opinion, the defendants have been 
properly and sufficiently apprised of 
the charges against them, to answer. 

The U. S. then says, ‘If in the ex- 
ercise of your discretion, you are of 
the opinion that the charges against 
the defendants have been averred 
with sufficient definiteness to enable 
the defendants to answer, it is well 
within your power to direct them to 
plead, while still entertaining the 
motion for a bill of particulars.’ 

The U. S. then cites several cases 
to uphold its opinion, and concludes 
with the statement that, ‘In view of 
the long delays that have been en- 
countered in bringing this case to 
issue, it is respectfully submitted 
that motions for bills of particulars 
such as these, should not be per- 
mitted to retard joining of issue in 
cases involving broad charges of 
combination and conspiracy violating 
the anti-trust laws.’ 


Majors Detail Why They 
Need More Particulars 


The major film companies Thurs- 
day (8) filed a memorandum in N. Y. 
Federal court in support of their ap- 
plication for a further bill of parti- 
culars from the Government in con- 
nection with the anti-trust action 
against them. 

The memorandum recited most of 
the charges made previously, name- 
ly that the original bill of particu- 
lars was inadequate and defective. 

It states that each defendant is 
entitled to a bill, sufficiently specific, 
to inform it of the matters which 
the court directed should relate to 
each defendant. In most of the 
items, the allegation is that the U.S. 
has made no such identification as 
to each defendant, with the result 
that the charges and allegations are 
Still general. It is not sufficient, say 
the companies, for the U.S. to say, 
‘It does not know the substance of 
each oral agreement or understand- 
ing’. This means that the Govern- 
ment knows the substance of some 
of the alleged oral agreements, ~ ut 
not of all of them. The defendants 
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want the U.S. to state those that 
they know. 

It is said that the U.S. states that 
| it is ‘unable’ to furnish’ particulars 
| in certain cases. Unable does not 
| necessarily mean lack of knowledge, 
and therefore the defendants do not 





| know if the U.S, has any such 
knowledge. 
| It is stated that the defendants 


| are entitled to particulars, notwith- 


| standing the fact that they have 
| knowledge of their own conduct. 
Nor is it necessary to have an ex- 
amination before trial in order to 
determine what particulars can be 
furnished. Any delay is due to the 
default of the Government in com- 
plying with the court’s order on the 
particulars, is the charge. 
Wants ‘Conspiracy’ Details 


the Sherman anti-trust act, it is 
| necessary to know more than they 
allegedly happened somewhere be- 
tween 1918-1930. Each defendant is 
entitled to know when the U.S. will 
claim they joined the conspiracy, or 
iat least the earliest time the U.S. 
will allege they joined. 

Since the Government has made 
no effort to specify the time or dis- 


| tinguish between the times when 
| each alleged violation commenced, 


| each defendant is entitled to know 
| the earliest time the U.S. will chargé 
| the violation occurred, 

As to the alleged monopolies, the 
U.S. states that all the defendants, 
their officers, directors, agents, em- 


ployees, subsidiaries and affiliates 
were included. This statement is 
ridiculous, say the majors, as_ it 


would include office boys and jani- 
tors as members of the conspiracy. 

Also the U.S. fails to define sub- 
sidiary and affiliate. 

As to acquiring affiliated theatres, 
the U.S. has failed to name the 
times, places, whether oral or writ- 
ten, substance, agents, etc. 

The U.S. is asked the question, 
‘Does the Government claim it does 
not know any party to the agree- 
ments?’ 

The fact that the U.S. plans to 
use circumstantial evidence in the 
trial, does not excuse them from 
furnishing the particulars now. 

An obviously absurd situation, the 
defendants claim, is the Govern- 
ment’s definition of affiliated theatre. 
According to that definition, an af- 
filiated theatre could be an inde- 
pendent receiving a license agree- 
ment for product from a major. 

A demand is made for the same 
particulars as have been furnished 
Columbia and United Artists. Lastly 
the defendants ask 60 days to ans- 
wer, claiming 20 is not long enough. 





Chi's Suits 


Chicago, June 13. 

Two picture industry suits are due 
to come up again before the couris 
here within the next two weeks. 
Suit of Allied against Balaban & 
Katz and the film distributors will 
get a hearing on June 19 when the 
courts will dispose of several pre- 
liminary disputes that have arisen 
on the technical prosecution of the 
case. Particularly will render a de- 
cision as to the permitted scope of 
the depositions that have been and 
are being taken by the attorneys on 
both sides of the argument. 

Of prime interest in the deposi- 
tion inquiry ‘is the matter of whether 
or not the exhibitors must open their 
books and reveal their financial or- 
ganization and to disclose their 
profits and losses over the past few 
years, 

Government case involving Bala- 
ban & Katz and seven major distri- 
butors is due for a hearing on June 
27, at which time further arguments 
will be heard on the question of the 
presentation of a bill of particulars 
on the charges made by the govern- 
ment against the defendants. 





Another—in Philly 
Philadelphia, June 13. 

Monopoly suit against the eight 
majors, Warner Bros. circuit and af- 
filiated companies was filed in U. S. 
District court here yesterday (Mon- 
day) by the owners and operators of 
the Landis theatre, Vineland, N. J. 

Complaint is similar to that made 
in previous suits by Philly exhibs— 
in all but two respects. Among those 
who filed it are the mayor of the 
Borough of Vineland, other borough 
officials and several officials of 
Landis county. Their contention is 
that the alleged unfair competition 
to the Landis by the other two 


houses in the town, both WB, is 
detrimental to the interests of the 
community. 


Suit asks injunctive relief and the 
breaking up of the monopoly. It 
charges violation of the Sherman, 





As to the charges of violations of | 


{ Clayton and Robinson-Patman acts. 


| This is the first time the latter act— 
| designed for control of chain stores 
—has ever been invoked in a film 
| suit. State Senator Harry Shapiro, 
; counsel for the Landis, considers it 
an important measure in obtaining 
the relief he is seeking. 

Ownership of the Landis is pe- 
culiar, which accounts for the in- 
terest of the mayor, et al. While it 
is not actually community-owned, 
about 100 of the borough’s business- 
men have an interest in it. Principal 
stockholder is Eugene Mori, who is 
understood to have consulted with 
the Department of Justice in Wash- 
ington before the suit was filed. 

With numerous other exhibs carry- 
ing similar suits around in their 
pockets for weeks now 
certain that 
will precipitate the 
others. 


filing of 








Neely Showdown 
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ture entertainment,’ the Senate was 


and how much there is not. Only by 
inference does it appear that there 
is in fact an absence of ‘community 
selection’ or of ‘home rule’ in mo- 
tion picture entertainment. 

‘It was forcibly impressed upon 
the committee by witnesses impor- 
tantly engaged in the production of 
motion pictures that this section 
must hamper the successful produc- 
tion of any motion picture which is 
attempted to be licensed by contract 
in advance of production,’ the report 
explained. ‘Explanation was made 
in detail that motion pictures could 
not be produced artistically in order 
to conferm to a synopsis of the scenes 
written before the actual production 
of the motion picture. There was 
graphic illustration in the case of the 
many changes made in a recent out- 
standing motion picture before it 
was produced and how it would have 
been impossible for the studio to 
achieve such success if it had been 
required to adhere to a synopsis of 
the picture which had been pre- 
viously furnished to exhibitors who 
had made contracts for the exhibi- 
tion of that picture. 

‘People engaged in production 
have given as their honest and bona 
fide opinion that nothing less than 
what is termed the ‘shooting script’ 
of a motion picture would be suf- 
ficient compliance with the synopsis 
prescribed, and even the shooting 
script might not be such compliance, 
for it is well known that two direc- 
tors with the same shooting script 
would make translations of such 
shooting script into photographic 
action which would make the mo- 
tion picture entirely different, de- 
pendent upon the director, the re- 
port advised.’ 

The courts, under the anti-trust 
laws, have ample authority to break 
up, as well as facilities for deter- 
mining the merit of charges about, 
conspiracies to prevent competition, 
the group added. No contention that 
these statutes are defective or insuf- 
ficient, providing they are enforced. 


Mex. Exhibs Seek to Curb 
Cinema Bldg.; Poor Biz 


Mexico City, June 13. 

Now that a building boom in 
cinemas is under way, with the 
early erection of 11 big theatres here 
and in the provinces planned, some 
local exhibitors are demanding a 
law to restrict cinema construction 
in this city. Exhibitors assert that 
more cinemas will make _ things 
worse for everybody, 
since trade has been poor anyway. 
Congress is expected to act on the 
bill this month. 








| ‘TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, June 13. | 

RKO made three switches, ‘The | 
Kind Men Marry’ for ‘Memory of 
Love’; ‘Bachelor Mother’ for ‘Little 
Mother, and ‘Alleghany Frontier’ 
for ‘Pennsylvania Uprising.’ 
‘Indianapolis Speedway’ is release 
title for ‘Devil on Wheels’ at War- 
ners. 
‘Slapsie Maxie’ is final handle on 
Warner short, ‘The Singing Swinger.’ 
‘Forgotten Women’ at Universal 
becomes ‘The Forgotten Woman.’ 
‘Bachelor Baby’ at Universal went 
back to its original title, ‘Sandy 
Takes a Bow.’ 
Paramount’s ‘Heavon on a Shoe- 
string’ retitled ‘Happy Ending.’ 
‘A Child Is Born’ is release label 
on ‘Give Me a Child’ at Warners. 
20th-Fox returned ‘Falling Stars’ 
to its original title, ‘Hollywood Cav- 





particularly { 


Anderson Buys Out His Partner: 
Theatres-Exchanges All Over U. S. 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 





Moore and Jack Mulhall; Washing- 

Charles A. Anderson, of Alpine | ton, Nat Glasser, Harry Lohmeyer 
circuit, bought out George C. Davis’ | 4nd Guy Wonders; Albany, Charles 
holdings in Penova Corp., which | Smakwitz and Ralph Crabill; Cleve- 
owns and operates houses in New/|land, Frank Harpster, Roy Brown 
Brighton, Pa., Zelionople, Pa., Ches-|a@nd Dick Wright; New _ Haven, 
ter, W. Va., and Salineville, O. Wal- | Henry Needles, Dan Finn, Guy Bar- 
ter B. Urling retains his interests in | rett and Max Melincoff. 











advised, ‘nor is there attempted an/| 
appraisal of how much there is of} has 
whatever is meant by these labels; here under lease from Dr. W, C. | 





alcade.” 


Penova, but circuit management will | Home office executives present at 
be under Anderson, who headquar- | the meeting will be: Clayton Bond, 
ters at Kingwood, W. Va, | Leonard Schlesinger, Willard C. 

After more than 29 years in the | Patterson, Frank Phelps and Harry 


it is almost | theatre business locally, Mrs. Bessie | Goldberg. 
the Landis complaint} Goldstein is retiring along with her | eae 
the |} son, Eli, 


who has been associated | Jenkins’ Air Tour 
| with hic mother over most of that Atlanta, June 13. 
| period. They have sold their two} William K. Jenkins. v.p. and treas- 
Northside houses, the Paramount and | urer of Lucas & Jenkins, Inc.. opera- 
the New McClure, to Norman and tors of Georgia chain "of some 60 
| Ralph Mervis, who are to be joined | theatres, last week piloted his plane 
in the enterprise by Jack Mervis, an-| at head of 40-plane aircade making 
other brother who was previously | annual air tour of state. Jenkins is 
| connected with them in Pittsburgh. |prez of Atlanta Aero Club, which 
; Latter for the last few years has | sponsors event 
| been with an older brother, Charles | miee 
| Mervis, operator of a Cincinnati cir- | 
cuit. 
Leon Reichblum, 
acquired the 


Tanner’s 900-Seater 

_— elas of St. Louis, June 13. 

nee | Harry Tanner, Pana, IIL, planning 
; annon | 900-seater in home town. 

l Frost, giving him three houses in|; Bell Theatre Corp., Kansas City, 

this territory. Other two are the | 2corporated by John Wolfberg, A. 

| Menlo in Charleroi, Pa., and State | N. Abrams and Hugh B. Downey 


PP ag "he . bie oe ~ . 
lin. Wilkinsburg. Dean’ McClosky, | The Armo Airdome in South St. 


} : 1 Louis being operated by Clarenc 
|} manager of Castle Sh.nnon under G-oeteke a . I ge = 
one will remain there with the Webster North St. Louis nabe 
eichblum. pk 7” saan ; 
' New Laclede, new nabe for Ne- 
Melvin S. Barrett, assistant ad | groes in center of town. being readied 
sales manager at Paramount ex-| for opening soon. 


change here under Duke Clark, Jr., 
promoted to ad sales managership of 
company’s Cleveland branch. Cele- 
brated new job by announcing his 
engagement to Ruth Gerson, Pitts- 
burgh girl. 


Joe C. Hewitt, Robinson, IIl., has 
leased 720-seater, Lincoln, to Frisina 
Amus. Co. of Springfield, Ill. Hew- 
itt’s other house Strand, 485-seater 
in Robinson, destroyed by fire in 
April. 

St. Louis Amusement Co. has 


oe ‘ . : awarded contract for remodeling of 
WB. District Mgrs.’ H.O. Confabs | Mikado and Pageant, West End 


All Warner Bros.’ theatre district | nabes: also Granada. S . 
managers in the company’s home of-| The Home, fieaceiee Dbleoe wil 
fice yesterday (Tuesday) for a meet-| leased by Home Theatre Circuit 
ing with Joseph Bernhard, g.m. of| Corp., to S. Bowman, Albion, IIL 
Warner theatres. Attending are: , 
Pittsburgh, C. J. Latta, B. F. Moore, 
T. J. Fordham and Sid Jacobs; Chi- 
cago, Harry Turrell, Chas. C. Ryan 
and H. W. Wheeler; Milwaukee, Jack 
Keegan; Newark, Tony Williams, 
Dick Hill, R. A. Kuehn and Charles 
Dooley; Philadelphia, L. B. Graver, 
Paul Costello, Louis Davidoff, 
Stephen Barutio, Al Plough, Ed 





Mono’s Many Moves 

A flock of changes have been 
made in Monogram’ exchanges. 
George W. Weeks, v.p. over sales, 
details them as follows: 

In New York Sidney Kulick re- 
signed as salesman, Irving Landes 
succeeding; in Philadelphia Moe 

(Continued on page 26) 
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3rd and Final Week 


setts 


HELD OVER 


Irene Fred iN PER 
DUNNE ~ MacMURRAY weer 


in Harry James 
and His Orchestra 





pau “Invitation to Guia Added 
UNI -P— Happiness” Attraction! 
” A Paramount Picture Jane Froman 





7, SUAREZ PARAMOUNT Jum, 





Air-Conditioned 




















MIDNITE SHOWS 


8 a.m. 
giver ® 47th--A Conan Tomorrow 
Today on Screen Bing Crosby 
“MAN OF “EAST SIDE 
CONQUEST” of HEAVEN” 
"STOLEN LIFE" | § Uz2 2% | on sins 
Dint Ma rien ate. Fe ~~ 
. | nty Doyle - - Borra 7.6. evue 
With ELISABETH BERGNER [| @ Mineviten - Buddy Clark Fift O’ Orsay 
UNITED Broadway 
ARTISTS RIVOLI at 49th St. | 
| 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. Air-Conditioned 

















it’s all mew... 
Ae Over «+» all different! 


| 
| ondway Glet 
“YOUNG MR. ff -ranzan rinps A SON” 


jth Av. & 50th St. 


ROXY 


ALL e TO 
SEATS 25 1 PM. 


Johnny + Maureen 
WEISSMULLER O’SULLIVAN 


A Metro-Geldwyn-Mayer Picture 


LINCOLN” 


Starring Henry Fonda 


—Cn the Stage— 
New Stage Show —— 











uz” MUSIC HALL | 
“CLOUDS OVER 
EUROPE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Air-Conditioned 





Continuous from 10 a.m. 
Pop. Prices, 25 to t p.m. 


BS’ way ond 45m Bt Late Show 11-30 pm Nightly 


ROBERT DONAT in 


“Goodbye Mr. Chips” 


with Greer Garson—An M-G-M Hit! 
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MIDTOWN N. Y. 
HOUSES TEST 
NO PRIZES 


No prize giveaways in one New 
York zone this summer. Loew, 
RKO, Consolidated and Brandt cir- 
cuits have agreed to end the practice 
in all theatres from 34th street to 
72d street, in the 8th and 9th avenue 
districts. 

Games will simultaneously be dis- 
continued July 3 for a trial period 
during which the boxoffice effect 
will be closely watched. Summer 
period was chosen as a test, since 
business is at a low ebb ordinarily 
because of the usual deterrents to 
theatre attendance, hence with- 
drawal of the cash come-ons would 
not seriously matter. If successful. 
the four circuits will seek to enlist 
remaining important. circuits 
throughout the city for a complete 
ban, once and for all. 








A Cuffo Paradise 


Portland, Me., June 13. 

The Strand and Empire, neighbor- 
ing R. E. Snyder first-run houses 
here, opened elaborate series of for- 
free playrooms for patrons last night 
(Monday), leading off and connect- 
ing the inside mezzanines of each. 
Smartly-decorated lounge and dance 
floor—dubbed ‘Hunting Room’ and 
‘Chatterbox’—offer (gratis) tea, cof- 
fee, cookies, smokes, postage stamps 
for wish-you-were-here messages, 
facilities for private bridge parties, 
and mechanical jive for high-school 
element. 

‘Chatterbox,’ which is a 90x40 
room, has a small stage where pa- 
trons may put on own skits during 
unreeling of advertised shows in au- 
diteriums adjoining. Rooms were 
set up by Manager Leo Young of the 
Strand to meet competish of parish 
card parties, bingo, etc., and road- 
side jive dens. If latest devices, 
most of which were arranged on a 
tieup basis, fail, management threat- 
ens free permanent waves and a 
swimming pool. 





Schines Drop Prizes 


Rochester, N. Y., June 13. 

Practically all Schine houses here 
have dropped games due to bad biz 
which frequently had a $50 giveaway 
with less than that: money in the 
house. Some other nabes on game 
nights look the crowd over and 
calmly announce, ‘Not enough peo- 
ple here to play. Come back next 
week and you'll have two cards to 
play with.’ Patrons take it without 
a squawk. 

Dish giveaways are about washed 
up with patrons paying an extra 
nickel if they take a dish. Unless 
it’s a big dish, frequently as low as 
10% pay the extra coin. 

Practically all nabes have given 
operators two weeks’ notice so they 
can close if biz gets any worse and 
rumors persist that Schines will 
shutter all but three of 10 houses 
during the hot months. Final de- 
cision expected this week. 

At least one nabe is down to a 
nickel for kid matinees, another of- 
fered two-for-one admission, and 
others give away nickel candy or ice 
cream bar with dime admission. 





Ray Silverstein Blows 
Up in the Nat’l Open Golf 


Philadelphia, June 13, 


Ray Silverstein, white hope of the 
film industry in the National Open 
Golf championship at Spring Mill 
last week, disappointed fellow-Penn- 
sy exhibs who fellowed him around 
the course. 

After coming through brilliantly 
in the qualifying rounds, Silverstein 
blew up on the opening day of the 
tournament, landing near the bottom 
of the list—with a 12 on one hole. 
He nevertheless was one of the few 
amateurs able to make the grade for 
the event, pretty good in itself. 


Withers Pair, Then Abroad 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Shift in Jane Withers’ shooting 
schedule at 20th-Fox calls for two 
more pictures before Dec. 15, when 
she leaves for a four-month tour of 








Europe. 
With ‘Chicken Wagon Family’ 
completed, the next two are 


‘The Roughneck’ and ‘High School.’ 
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M—Melodrama; C—Comedy: CD—Comedy-Drama: W—Western: D—Drama; Mu—Musical 
WEEK , Rev. BR. 
OF in TITLE TYPE | Co. TALENT T. 
RELEASE | Var. — 
3/31/39 3/8 | LADY AND THE MOB C | Col | F. Bainter-I. Lupino 6s 
4/19 ROMANCE OF REDWOODS D Col C. Bickford-J. Parker 68 
4/5 SOCIETY LAWYER D M-G W. Pidgeon-V. Bruce-Carrillo 17 
3/22 SUDDEN MONEY Cc Par C. Ruggles-M. Rambeau 60 
SILVER ON SAGE w Par W. Boyd-R. Rogers 66 
3/22 ALMOST A GENTLEMAN D RKO J. Ellison-H. Wood 64 
MEXICALI ROSE w Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 
3/29 HOUND OF BASKERVILLES M 20th R. Green-W. Barrie 18 
4/12 | FAMILY NEXT DOOR U _U H. Herbert-J. Hodges 60 
3/29 ON TRIAL M WB M. Lindsay-J. Litel _ 62 
4/ 7, 39 4/5 BROADWAY SERENADE Mu M-G J. MacDenald-L, Ayres lll 
4/19 UNDERCOVER AGENT M Mone S. Dean-R. Gleason 65 
3/22 | ’M FROM MISSOURI Cc Par Bob Burns-G. George 77 
3/15 LOVE AFFAIR D RKO I, Dunne-C. Boyer 87 
3/22 MR. MOTO IN DANGER ISLAND M 20th P. Lorre-J. Hersholt 78 
4/12 EAST SIDE OF HEAVEN Mu U B. Crosby-J. Blondell 90 
3/29 WUTHERING HEIGHTS D UA M,. Oberon-L. Oliver 103 
4/12 DODGE CITY a WB E. Flynn-O. de Haviland 100 
4/14/39 5/17 | FIRST OFFENDERS M Col W. Abel-B. Roberts 63 
4/5 THE KID FROM TEXAS w M-G D. O’Keefe-F. Rice-R, Johnson 70 
4/19 STREETS OF N. Y. M Mono Jackie Cooper 73 
4/5 DRUMMOND’S SEC’T POLICE M Par J. Howard-Heather Angel 55 
3/8 NEVER SAY DIE Cc Par M. Raye-B. Hope-E, Cossart 80 
4/5 THEY MADE HER SPY D RKO S. Eilers-A. Lane 67 
4/5 THE NIGHT RIDERS w Rep J. Wayne-R. Rogers 62 
4/5 ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL D 20th D. Ameche-L, Young-Fonda 97 
4/19 WOMEN IN THE WIND M WB K. Francis-W. Gargan 55 
4/21/39 4/19 | THE HARDYS RIDE HIGH Cc M-G M. Rooney-I.. Stone-F. Holden 80 
WANTED BY SCOTLAND YARD M. Mono J. Stevenson-B. Lynne 
4/12 BACKDOOR TO HEAVEN D Par W. Ford-A. MacMahon 81 
5/10 FIXER DUGAN Cc RKO L. Tracy-P. Shannon 68 
4/12 FRONTIER PONY EXPRESS w Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart-R. Hatton 58 
/5 WINNER TAKES ALL Cc 20th T. Martin-G. Stua ¢ 61 
INSPECTOR HORNLEIGH D 20th G. Harker-A. Sim-H. Williams 
3/15 ZENOBIA Cc UA O. Hardy-H. Langdon-B, Burke 71 
4/26 BIG TOWN CZAR D U B. MacLane-E. Sullivan 61 
3/15 DARK VICTORY D WB B. Davis-G. Brent 105 
4/28/39 OKLAHOMA TRAIL W | Col |“C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
/ / 5/17 CALLING DR. KILDARE D M-G L. Ayres-L. Barrymore 86 
5/10 | BOYS’ REFORMATORY D | Mono | Frankie Darro 62 
4/12 LADY’S FROM KENTUCKY D Par G. Raft-E. Drew-H. Herbert 15 
5/3 BLUE MONTANA SKIES Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 56 
4/5 VERNON AND IRENE CASTLE D RKO F. Astaire-G. Rogers 9e 
5/10 | THE ROOKIE COP M | RKO | K. Holt-J. Shaw-V. Weidler 60 
4/26 | RETURN OF CISCO KID D | 20th | w. Baxter-L. Bari 70 
FOR LOVE OR MONEY D U J. Lang-R. Kent 67 
wees 1/25_| _CAN’T GET AWAY WITH M’DER M | WB | Hy. Bogart-G. Palge-B. Halop 15 
5/5/39 OUTSIDE THESE WALLS M Col D. Costello-M. Whalen 57 
5/3 LUCKY NIGHT CD M-G M. Loy-R. Taylor-J. Aller 80 
5/3 UNION PACIFIC D Par B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 136 
5/10 SORORITY HOUSE Cc RKO A. Shirley-J. Ellison 60 
5/17 | CHASING DANGER CD | 20th P. Fostex-L.. Barri-W. Verno2 60 
4/19 | CODE OF THE STREETS D U H. Carey-F. Thomas Sy 
5/3 CONFESSIONS OF NAZI SPY D WB E. G. Robinson-F. Lederer 103 
5/12/39 4/26 | BLIND ALLEY D Col C. Morris-Bellamy-Dvorak 
[48, 5/17 TELL NO TALES D M-G M. Douglas-L, Plett Ss 
DOWN WYOMING TRAIL Ww Mono Tex Ritter 
5/10 SOME LIKE IT HOT Cc Par B. Hope-S. Ross-G. Krupa 63 
THREE TEXAS STEERS Ww Rep Three Mesquiteers 
6/7 | PANAMA LADY M | RKO | L, Ball-A. Lane 64 
5/10 | ROSE OF WASHINGTON SQ. D =| 20th | T. Power-A. Faye-A. Jolson 90 
5/17 |_TORCHY RUNS.FOR MAYOR C | ws | G Farrell-B. MacLane 58 
5/19/39 5/17 IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD CD M-G C. Colbert-J. Stewart-Kibbee 
haaed 5/24 | WOLF CALL D | Mono | Movita-J. Carroll $i 
5/10 | HOTEL IMPERIAL D Par I. Miranda-R. Milland 78 
4/12 | MAN OF CONQUEST D Rep R. Dix-G. Patrick 96 
SOUTHWARD, HO! Ww Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart 
BOY FRIEND Cc 20th J. Withers-A. Whelan-Hymer 70 
5/17 | EX-CHAMP cD U V. McLaglen-T. Brown-N. Gray "2 
6/14 | MISSING DAUGHTERS D Col R. Arlen-M. Marsh-R. Hudson 63 
SWEEPSTAKE’S WINNER Cc WB M, Wilson-J. Davis 
5/26/39 5/17 | ONLY ANGELS HAVE WINGS D Col J. Arthur-C. Grant 
dua 5/24 | BRIDAL SUITE cD M-G Annabella-R. Young-B. Burke = 
5/24 | UNMARRIED cD Par B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees 64 
STOLEN LIFE D Par E. Bergner-W. Lawson 65 
6/14 | THE ZERO HOUR M Rep F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 
5/31 | RACKETEERS OF RANGE W | RKO | George O’Brien-M. Reynolds 62 
5/24 | THE GORILLA Cc Oth Ritz Bros.-A, Louise 65 
5/17 | CODE OF SECRET SERVICE M WB R, Reagan-R. Towne 58 
BIEL 5/10 ATTAIN FURY D UA B. Aherne-V. McLaglen 91 
5/3 D IN THE SKY M | Col | J. Holt-K. De Mille 
/ / 6/7 ACROSS THE PLAINS Ww Mono Jack Randall 7} 
5/17 GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE C Par G. Allen-W. William 74 
5/24 | GIRL FROM MEXICO CD | RKO | Lupe Velez-D. Woods 7 
JONES FAMILY IN HOLLYWOOD C | 20th | J. Prouty-S. Byington 60 
6/14 | INSIDE INFORMATION M U J. Lang-D. Foran-H. Carey 59 
o5735 NOW oe we WB C. Grapewin-J. Bryan 
/3/ XY Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
5/31 | 6,000 ENEMIES D M-G W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson 61 
SHOULD A GIRL MARRY? M Mono A. Nagle-W. Hull 
6/7 UNDERCOVER DOCTOR M Par L. Nolan-J. C. Naish-J, Logan 67 
S.0.8S.—TIDAL WAVE M Rep B. Cabot-R. Byrd — 60 
MOUNTAIN RHYTHM Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 
6/7 YOUNG MR. LINCOLN D 20th H. Fonda-A, Brady-M. Weaver 101 
THEY ASKED FOR IT cD U Lundigan-J. Hodges-A. Whalen 
4/26 Obrexe D wB P. Muni-B. Davis-B. Ahern 125 
6/16/39 3 D |" Col | L. Olivier-V. Hobson 
yee 5/31 | TARZAN FINDS A SON M M-G | J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 81 
5/10 INVITATION TO HAPPINESS D Par I. Dunne-F,. MacMurray 97 
IN OLI CALIENTE w Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart-G. Hayes 
6/7 GIRL AND GAMBLER D RKO F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 
6/7 CHARLIE CHAN IN RENO -M 20th S. Toler-R. Cortez-P. Brooks 65 
NANCY DREW. TR’BLE SHOOTER D | wB | B. Granville-F. Thomas, Jr. 
6/23/39 PARENTS ON TRIAL D | col | J. Parker-J. Downs 
/ / 6/7 MAISIE cD M-G R, Young-Ann Sothern 72 
GRAND JURY SECRETS M Par J. Howard-G. Patrick 62 
HERITAGE OF DESERT Ww Par D. Woods-E. Venable 
FIVE CAME BACK M RKO C. Morris-W. B rrie 
GIRL FROM BROOKLYN cD 20th A. Faye-W. Baxter-Treacher 
6/14 HOUSE OF FEAR M U W. Gargan-I. Hervey 65 
5/24 KID FROM KOKOMO Cc WB W. Morris-J. Blondel.-P. O’Brien 90 
6/30/39 GOOD GIRLS GO TO PARIS cD Col J. Blondeli-M. Douglas 
MAN FROM SUNDOWN Ww Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
STRONGER THAN DESIRE cD M-G W. Pidgeon-V. Bruce-I. Chase 
1/25 THE MIKADO MU U K. Baker-D’Oyly Carte Troupe 93 
SAINT IN LONDON M RKO G. Sanders-S. Gray 
STUNT PILOT D Mono | J. Trent-M. Reynolds 
ISLAND OF LOST MEN M Par A. M. Wong-J. C. Naish-Blore 
TIMBER STAMPEDE Ww RKO | G. O’Brien-M. Reynolds 
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU cD 20th G. Stuart-S. Erwin-J. Gale 
A WOMAN IS THE JUDGE "M Col R. Hudson-O. Kruger-Inescort 
7/ 7/ 39 ON BORROWED TIME D M-G L.Barrymore-B.Bondi-U, Merkel 
6/14 MAN ABOUT TOWN Cc Par J. Benny-D. Lamour-E. Arnold 82 
CAREER cD RKO A. Shirley-E. Ellis-J. Archer 
MICKEY, THE KID cD Rep B. Cabot-R. Byrd-T. Ryan 
MOTO TAKES VACATION M 20th P. Lorre-V. Field-L. Atwill 
6/7 SUN NEVER SETS D U D. Fairbanks, Jr.-B. Rathbone 98 
HELL’S KITCHEN D WB Dead End Kids-R. Reagan 


a 
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Sherman replaces Simon Perlswig as 
salesman; Seattle’s A. M. Huot suc- 
ceeded by D. D. Matin, from L. A.; 
in New Orleans, M. L. Stevens, sales- 
man, moves to Charlotte exchange 
as manager, W. C. Aiken replacing 
him in N.O.; in Memphis, M. E., 
Wiman, megr., transfers to Atlanta as 
salesman and W. G. Carmichael 
shifts from Charlotte to head Mem- 
phis office; in St. Louis Bert Day 
adds to staff as sales-getter and in 
Atlanta W. J. Collins resigned, 
while in Detroit Clive Waxman 
joins on as salesman and in Cleve- 
land Jack Withers becomes a new 
film-peddler succeeding Jack Fin- 
berg; in Des Moines J. F. Peckin- 
paugh replaces Walter Lohman as 
booker; Lester Durland, manager at 
Kansas City, succeeded by Douglas 
Desch, and at this branch M. G, 


cinnati, W. J. Burns been made a 
booker; Robert Murray, Boston 
salesman, is out and Jeremiah Cal- 
lahan takes over his duties, while 
in Chicago S. Bordee resigned as 
booker, Rube Leventhal succeeding. 





Crockett Heads C. of C. 
Norfolk, Va., June 13. 
W F. Crockett, owner of the Bayne 
and Roland Theatres, Virginia Beach, 
Va., new president of resort Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 





Philly Zone Moves 
Philadelphia, June 13. 

Harry Felt, op of the Park, High- 
land Park, Pa., has taken over the 
Reo, Philly. Latter formerly han- 
dled by George Fishman, Republic 
exploiteer, 

Mario Gambarelli now running the 
Douglas. 

Reese Harrington reopening the 
closed Milton, Milton, Del. 

Exhibs eyeing home-building ac- 
tivities in northeast section of the 
city. Leo Posel already putting up 
theatre there. 

Summer openings this week in- 
clude Vincent Werski’s Casino, 
Pocono Pines, Pa; W. J. Smith’s 
Casino, Mt. Pocono, Pa.; Walter 
Wehr’s Central Park, Allentown, 
Pa.; Eddie Connelly’s Rex, Nanti- 
coke, Pa.; Neptune, Richland, Pa., 
and the Laurel, Laureldale, Pa. 
Star, Camden, N. J., will close 
shortly. 

Shawnee, Plymouth, Pa., closed 
for repairs last week in a surprise 
move. Frank Walker and Charles 
Lyons, circuit execs, visiting the 
house, ordered manager Bill Rob- 
erts to cancel the regular perform- 
ance, skedded for two hours later, 
and put workmen in charge. 

Split of the Coury and Humphries 
interests upstate have Elias Coury 
operating the Capitol, Summitt Hill, 
Pa., with the Humphries interests 
running the Palace and Victoria, 
Lansford, and the Colonial and Palm 
in Palmerton. 

William Goldman chain reported 
taking over the Spielmont, Marcus 
Hook, Pa., when Harry Dembow’s 
lease expires in September. Thea- 
tre, now operating twice a week, 
would go to full time in opposish to 
another Dembow house. 

Iz Barowsky, of the Rex, will take 
over the New Jewel from Herb 
Lewis on Aug. 1. 

John Turner, WB booker, has quit 
to handle foreign pix on his own in 
Philly and Washington territories. 

Dave Seeman, Forum, won 
prize for ‘Honolulu’ exploitation. 

Charlie Thompson, of Princess, 
Camden, switching places with Gus 
Miriani, of Frankford, both WB. 





Denver Deings 
Denver, June 13. 

Earl Collins, salesman, named 
manager of the United Artist ex- 
change here, with Al Hoffman, man- 
ager for the past few years, going on 
the road as salesman. 
The Tivoli, owned by Ed Malel, 
will close for summer. 
Jimmie Howell resigned as man- 
ager of Roxy. Owner Abel Davis 
planning redecorating and several 
other improvements this summer. 
The State in the midst of redeco- 
rating job, and air system installed, 
Manager Buzz Briggs plans to ree 
model the front this fall. House is a 
Pathe theatre. 
Atlantic Film exchange has been 
moved temporarily in with the Com- 
mercial Film exchange, by manager? 
S. B. Rahn. 

Frank Milton resigned as manager 
of Santa Fe. 

The Broadway being closed two 
weeks for remodeling and redeco- 
rating. 

R. M. Hough bought the Star at 
Imperial, Neb., from Ruby Teller. 

Tom McMahon, Universal booker, 
promoted to office manager. Booking 
will be taken care of by Don Mc- 
Cormack, moved up front frem ac- 
cessory department, which job goes 
to Joe Aldrich, recently with 
Gaumont-British. Added to the Uni- 
versal salesman force is Carl Mock, 
recently with UA, Dallas. 

Fred Flanagan taken over and re- 
ovening the Strand, Stratton, Colo. 
Flanagan working with business men 
in the deal, since merchants want 





house to operate, feeling it’s a busi- 
ness-getter for town. 


Shakelford is new salesman; in Cin-. 





at (hn nn inter en 





—— Ta 


ee 




















title rp 








ety Re me 


| 
: 


’ 
oe ae ie as eT 0 m= 


Wednesday, June 14, 1939 


LITERATI 


VARIETY 27 











a 


Stateless Authors Protected 

U. S. copywright on Adolf Hitler’s 
‘Mein Kampf’ is valid and the prop- 
erty of the Houghton Mifflin Co., U. 
s. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 
Friday (9) in reversing an order of 
the Southern District Court denying 
a preliminary injunction sought by 
Houghton Mifflin against Stackpole 
Sons’ publication of the work. Deci- 
sion returns the case to lower court 
for final disposal. 

Edict of Court of Appeals seen 
setting precedent for protection of 
all refugee writers’ works. Held by 
the court that a writer is entitled to 
protection of his literary efforts even 
if without a country. Means a scrib- 
bler can get copywright protection 
even if stateless. 

In bringing out an edition of ‘Mein 
Kampf,’ it was contention of Stack- 
pole that Hitler’s copywright of the 
book. in the U. S. was invalid because 
he was alleged stateless Austrian at 
the time. Claim disputed by Hough- 
ton Mifflin, who holds the American 
copyright, and which firm also 
brought out an edition of ‘Mein 
Kampf,’ through Reynal & Hitchcock, 
coincident with Stackpole’s. 

Houghton Mifflin immediately in- 
stituted suit, and asked temporary 
injunction against Stackpole. Refusal 
of Southern District Court to grant 
an injunction now reversed. Decision 
of the high court affects not only 
Stackpole but a number of other 
publishing houses which had brought 
out considerably abbreviated ver- 





Man and Wife Teams 


Current publication of ‘Amer- 
ica in Midpassage,’ by Charles 
and Mary Beard, points to large 
number of man-and-wife book 
collabing teams. 

Besides the Beards there are 
G. D. H. and Margaret Cole, 
Rachel Field and Arthur Peder- 
son, G. F. H. and J. Berkeley, 
Dr. C. A. and Mary M. Aldrich, 
Douglas and Jean Orr, and 
Marian and Stanley Chapman, 
last-named of whom use the 
joint scribbling name of Maris- 
tan Chapman. 

















sions of ‘Mein Kampf’ in pamphlet 
and newspaper form. ¢ 





Eric Pinker to Hoosegow 

Prison term of two and a half to 
five years was meted out to Eric S. 
Pinker in N. Y. as result of literary 
agent’s conviction on charge of first- 
degree grand larceny in the theft of 
$20,000 royalties from E. Phillips 
Oppenheim. At same time, District 
Attorney’s office disclosed it was 
‘considering’ whether or not to 
prosecute Mrs. Pinker, the former 
Adrienne Morrison, mother of Con- 
stance, Joan and Barbara Bennett, 
because of alleged complaint against 
her. 

Although convicted on the Oppen- 
heim charge, probation report on 
Pinker listed thefts exceeding 
$100,000 from authors handled by 
him. Loss of Gertrude Tonkonogy, 
author of the play, ‘Three Cornered 
Moon,” said to have been $10,197. 

Revealed in the probation report 
that the Pinkers established their 
literary agency with $1,000. 
Pinker is the son of James Brand 
Pinker, leading MLondon literary 
agent, and originally came over on 
this side to set up a branch of his 
father’s firm. Subsequently agented 
on his own. 





Invite Their Subscribers 

Extra floor has been taken by the 
Luce mags in the Time and Life 
Building in Rockefeller Center for 
the reception of subscribers to the 
two weeklies in N. Y. for the World’s 
Fair. Invitations sent to every sub- 
scriber of the two pubs to drop in 
while visiting the’ Fair. 

Special reception quarters. will 
have a miniature film theatre where 
new releases of March of Time will 
be shown visitors. Teletype ma- 
chines and Life photogs will give the 
visiting firemen an idea how Time 
and Life get their material. 

‘American Home’ is also doing the 
host act. Its June issue was an ex- 
tremely clever special on the town, 
the publication and its staff. ‘Drop 
in and rest the weary dogs’ was the 
general idea. 





New Mags Due 

The new mags in _ formulative 
stages, one by the group which issues 
the film fan pubs, Screenland and 
Silver Screen, and the other by the 
Red Circle Magazines, publishers of 
a string of pulps. 

Nature of the former being 
guarded for the present, and hinted 
it will not be another film fan 
periodical. That contemplated by 
Red Circle will be an allegedly new 
type of digest mag. No titles decided 
upon as yet for either of the forth- 
coming new periodicals. 





MacLeisk Okay Expected 
Despite opposition of professional 
librarians, expected that Senate will 
ratify President Roosevelt's choice of 
Archibald MacLeish for post of li- 
brarian of Library of Congress, re- 
cently vacated by Herbert Putnam 
after more than 40 years of service. 
MacLeish, at 47, is a poet, play- 
wright, radio writer, editor and es- 
Sayist of wide prominence. Won the 
Pulitzer prize for poetry in 1933 with 
his ‘Conquistador,’ and in addition to 
turning out a number of original 
plays for radio has been a contrib- 
bing editor to Fortune Magazine. 
Play of his authorship, ‘Panic,’ had 





a Broadway presentation some sea- 
sons ago. 

Putnam, world famous scholar, be- 
comes librarian emeritus. Accepted 
the title when assured he would be 
relieved of active duty as librarian. | 
Had repeatedly requested retire- | 
ment because of his advanced age. | 
Library of Congress is world’s big- 


gest library. | 





You Won’t Talk, Eh? | 

The Library of Congress wishes | 
to list books under the real names | 
of authors instead of nom de plumes. | 
Through McBride, which has just | 
published ‘Rope Neckties,’ by John | 
Wilstach, under the name of John} 
Van Buren, Wilstach received the 
following from the Congress li- 
brarian, Herbert Putman: ‘We would 
like to use your real name on our 


nection with your work, ‘Rope Neck- 
ties.’ If your permission is granted, 
kindly fill out form and return to 
us.’ 

The form requires a listing of all 
an author’s books, his name, and date 
of birth (no mention of five years 
leeway known to Who’s Who) place 
and date of publications. Since this 
is a routine from D. C., the truth is 
being asked of a horde of writers 
hiding under one alias or another, 
and told to come clean. 





3 New Book Houses 

Aithough new mag activity is in 
its customary seasonal slump, new 
book-publishing enterprises continue 
uninterrupted. Three firms added to 
the ever-growing list of book houses. 

Falcon Press starts off as a new 
general book-publishing firm, to is- 
sue both fiction and general books. 
Frank E. Castka is editorial head for 
Falcon. Nat and Murray Schwartz- 
burg have formed the Knickerbocker 
Book Co. to get out a limited list of 
volumes, and the Ardsley Publishing 
Co. has been organized by Sara Katz. 





$1,000 Literary Fellowships 
Fifth annual Houghton Mifflin 
Literary Fellowship competition 
won by Mary King, of New Orleans, 
and Helen Todd, of St. Louis. Get 
$1,000 each to assist them financially 
in completing projected works, be- 
sides usual advances and royalties 
upon delivery of completed scripts. 
Miss King’s projected novel about 
Texas oil field workers, and Miss 
Todd doing a book on the life of 
Ulysses S. Grant. Latter not a be- 
ginning writer, having had a novel 
published three years ago. 





Bob Burns Sues Syndicate 

Bob Burns, of pictures and radio, 
has filed suit in Chicago against 
Esquire Features asking for an 
accounting of monies allegedly due 
him for daily humor boxes. In the 
suit Burns stated that he was to get 
not less than $750 per week against 
60% of the gross receipts, and that if 
he received less than this sum for 
four consecutive weeks he could end 
the agreement. 

Burns also asked for a money 
decree of $3,000 and an injunction 
restraining the Esquire syndicate 
from using any of his stuff. 





Rochester News Revamped 
New editorial setup on reorgan- 
ized Rochester (N. Y.) Eve. News has 
James M. Angle moving up from 
city editor to managing editor, Jo- 
seph Whitcombe, copy desk to city 
editor, and James Stewart, news 
editor. Eldon Thompson, copy desk, 
becomes slotman, succeeding Ed- 
ward Russell, who takes copy desk 
job on Washington, D. C., Herald. 
Editorial employes promised 50 
per cent of their salaries beginning 

July 1 and full salaries by fall. 





Moreau Re-Tags Courier 
First act of Charles E. Moreau in 
enlarging scope of his recently-ac- 
quired Orange (N.J.) Courier is to 
change the name of the paper to the 
Evening Transcript. Sole paper in 
Orange, coverage is to be extended 


generally taken by a few dozen 
books. 

Sales plan is to place reading mat- 
| ter and enlargement machines in 
homes on subscription basis. ‘Books’ | 
to sell for around a _ nickel each, | 


Boni’s Nickel Books 

Albert Boni, one-time publishing 
partner of the late Horace Liveright, 
and identified with other book pub- 
lishing projects, has a new micro- 
print book undertaking. Micro- 
print thing worked out by Boni re- 
produces content of a complete book 
onto a four-page fold of book-size 
paper. Apparatus throws an en- 
largement of the reading matter onto 
a screen for perusal. Reduced-size 
‘books’ would enable a library of a 
few thousand volumes in the space 


Carolyn Wells’ Record 


Prolific scribbling record, com- 
parable to that of E. Phillips 
Oppenheim and the late Edgar 
Wallace, is that of Carolyn Wells. 

In 30 years she’s 
mystery novels published, but 
the impressive number of who- 
dunits is only a part of the word- 
age turned out by her during 
that period. Has had 87 other 
books published, subject matter 
including verse, humor, juves 
and her autobiog. She's still 
writing. 





with authors’ royalty on percentage 
basis. 


Mag-Pamphlet Idea 

New publishing idea 
from Cincinnati as a cross between 
a mag and a pamphiet. Sponsors 


emanates | 








German American Writers Associa- 
tion, group of exiled scribblers. 
Roth, refugee, was a Berlin news- 
paperman before turning novelist. 


| Best known of his novels, both pub- 
; lished 


in the U. S., 

March’ and ‘Job.’ 
Francis X. Sadler, 66, prez of Wil- 

liam H. Sadler, Inc., N. Y., book pub- 


are ‘Radetzky 





call it a mag, and have given it the 
title of The Little Man. Best de- 
scribed as a periodical in sections. 

Publishers issue a part on a single 
subject every two weeks. Parts are 
saved and gathered into a folder 
every quarter, that constituting a 
complete issue. Group behind the 
thing is headed by Robert J. Lowry, 
who edits. 


Old O. Henrys Dug Up 
As in the case of Mark Twain and 


. ; | Lafcadio Hearn, forgotten pieces by 
library cards and catalogs in con- | 


O. Henry turn up from time to time. 
Doubleday, Doran has 28 tales writ- 
ten by the then unknown Sydney 
Porter for the Houston (Tex.) Post 
around 40 years ago, and forgotten 
when Porter became the famed O. 
Henry. 

Dug up by Mary Harrell, who’s 
edited the’ pieces for book publica- 
tion by Doubleday. Volume will 
carry the title of ‘O. Henry Encore.’ 





Arrest Lionel White 


Lionel White, editor of Crime De- 
tective Magazine, gets a hearing this 
week in Bridgeport, Conn., on a 
charge of aiding and abetting in the 
distribution of obscene literature. 
Out on bail following his arrest 
Thursday (8) when he went to Con- 
necticut to attempt to ease news- 
dealers’ difficulties with authorities 
over mag’s distribution. 

Contention of Bridgeport authori- 
ties is that content of Crime Detec- 
tive Magazine is off-color. No com- 
plaints on the mag in any other 
cities. It’s published in N. Y. 





Nast Got There First 


Proposed new mag by Press Bu- 
reau Publishers on femme fashions 
and pulchritude up in the air as a 
result -f the appearance of Conde 
Nast’s new pub, Glamour. That had 
been the title picked by Press Bu- 
reau Publishers for its projected 
periodical, But it’s now Nast’s prop- 
erty. 

Chiefly interested in Press Bureau 
Publishers is G. Maillard Kesslere, 
the photographer. 





NEW PERIODICALS 


Happiness, new general mag to 
appear quarterly, published by Ar- 
thur Bruce Benington. William H. 
board including Franklin P. Adams, 
Joseph Cummings Chase, Howard 
Chandler Christy, Jaro Fabry, Rol- 
lin Kirby, Irene Kuhn and Lowell 
Thomas. 


Cartoon World, monthly mag pub- 
lished by A. Newton Plummer, Jr., 
reproducing best of the newspaper 
art each month. Pub has an advisory 
Averill editor with John Golden pro- 
motion director. 


Furioso, poetry mag, makes its de- 
but with a summer issue. To appear 
bi-monthly. James J. Angleton and 
E. Reed Whittemore, Jr., co-editors 
and publishers, 

"The Wit and Wisdom,’ new 10- 
cent weekly edited by Norman Lock- 
ridge, which plans to present its ar- 
ticles and advertisements in form 
of epigrams, bows on the stands June 
16. Publisher is Wisdom House. 

Sky Raiders, air story pulp pub- 
lished by Double Action Magazines, 
affiliate of Blue Ribbon Magazines. 
To appear bi-monthly. Louis Silber- 
kleit supervising editor. 





LITERATI OBITS 
Charles McCarthy, Jr., member of 
the Newark Evening News editorial 
staff for past 15 years, died June 6 
following an operation. Widow, 
parents and a brother survive. 
Joseph Roth, Austrian novelist, a 





to all of Essex County. 

Moreau personally running the | 
daily, serving both as publisher and | 
editor. John Wilson is managing 


number of whose books were suc- 
cessfully published in the U. S., died 
in Paris on May 29, according to 
word received in N. Y. last week by 





editor. 


Dr. Manfred Georg, sec of the 


lishers, died Thursday (8) at his 
| home after a brief illness. Head of 
| the publishing house since 1928, and 
i was son of its founder. Widow 
| survives. 

Garnett V. Keller, 54, columnist on 
the Louisville (Ky.) Times under the 
by-line of ‘Bings,’ died Thursday 
(8). Turf expert, Keller had suffered 
from heart disease for many years. 


John Raymond Zimmerman, 35, 
veteran reporter on the New Bruns- 
wick (N. J.) Home News, died Thurs- 
day (8) after a long illness. Con- 
ductor of a humor column on his 
paper, he also served as correspond- 
ent for a number of N. Y. dailies. 
Widow and a daughter survive. 

Garnett V. Keller, 54, widely 
known columnist of the Louisville 
(Ky.) Times, died in Louisville 
Thursday (8). A turf expert, Keller 
was a versatile writer and turned 
out much feature material for his 
paper outside the horse field. 


D. I. Campbell, 50, pioneer work- 
er and organizer for International 
Typographical Union throughout 
South, died Friday (9) at his home 
in Memphis, Tenn. A native of Nor- 
folk, Va., he was injured four years 
ago in an automobile accident. 
Burial was in Memphis Sunday (11). 
Widow, daughter and two sisters sur- 
vive. 


Jane Screven Heyward, 74, poetess 
and story-teller and mother of Du- 
Bose Heyward, author and play- 
wright, died Sunday (11) at Tryon, 
N.C. Contributed much to southern 
folklore in rhyme and prose. 


Albert A. Hopkins, 69, editor and 
author, died Saturday (10) in N. Y. 
of heart disease. Had been an asso- 
ciate editor of the Scientific Ameri- 
can for 44 years until his retirement 
three years ago, and authored a 
number of books on science and art. 
Widow survives. 


Leonard J. Meyer, 52, former Mil- 
waukee newspaperman and a found- 
er of the Meyer News service in that 
city, died May 29. Associated with 
Leonard J. Meyer in the news serv- 
ice were three brothers, John L. 
Meyer, sec of the Inland Daily 
Press Association; Eric C. and Carl 
F. Besides his brothers, his widow, 
mother and three sisters survive. 





CHATTER 
Vicki Baum back from Europe. 


Tom Weatherly doing a book on 
the modern theatre. 

W. W. Norton, the publisher, to 
England for script scouting. 

Warren M. Brown and Henry N. 
Miller have formed the Hutchings 
Publishing Co. 

The Thomas Manns and their 
daughter, Erika, to Europe, but not 
including Germany, 

New daughter in the home of the 
Ralph Daighs. He’s managing editor 
of the Fawcett mags. 

Roger Burlingame off in his petrol 
wagon on an extended tour for ma- 
terial for a new book. 

Erich Maria Remarque has com- 
petled a new novel while on the 
coast. No title as yet. 

Sean O’Casey’s autobiog, ‘I Knock 
at the Door,’ blacklisted in his own 
Dublin. Too outspoken. 

William Melville Farrell, of the 
N. Y. Times editorial staff, has taken 
Anne Byrne as his bride. 

Phyliss Bottome, here with her 
husband, Ernan Forbes-Dennis, get- 
ting ready to return to London. 

Carlota, the British poetess, who 
is Mrs. Louis Oppenheimer in pri- 
vate life, has gone back to London. 
Dutton to bring out A. A. Milne’s 
autobiog in October. To be called 
either ‘It’s Too Late Now,’ or ‘Be- 
ginner’s Luck.’ 

Leslie Charteris to England, after 
coming east from California in his 
block-long new trailer, detouring by 
way of Florida. 

I. J. Gardner quits in September 
as production manager of the Chat- 
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| tanooga (Tenn.) Times after 52 years 
| with the paper. 


Harry Stephen Keeler has 
created a junior Charlie Chan, whom 
e calls Y. Cheung, and may work 
im into a series. 

Name of the Crowell Publishing 


Publishing Co. Collier’s is among 
the company’s mags. 
| More mag casualties, with Women, 
| Turf and Tanbark, Thrilling Confes- 
| sions, Healing and Canadian Maga- 
| zine biting the dust. 

William A. H. Birnie, associate ed 
| of American Magazine and formerly 
on the N. Y¥. World-Telegram, en- 
gaged to Jean Whittlesey. 


| 
| 
| 
had 74 [Co. changed to the Crowell-Collier 
| 


Edward S. Hyams in N.Y. from 
London for the publication by 
Little, Brown of his “Wings of the 
Morning.’ It’s his first novel. 


Oland Russell, telegraph editor of 
the N. ¥Y. World Telegram, will have 


his ‘House of Mitsui’ published by 

Little, Brown late in the summer. 
Cass Canfield, the Harper head, 

back from England, and with a book 


}manuscript by Monica Dickens, 
great-granddaughter of Charles Dick- 
ens. 

Lowell M. Limpus, of the N. Y. 
Daily News staff, has written the 
| biog of N. Y. Police Commissioner 
Lewis J. Valentine for book publica- 
tion. 

Dwight Hutchison, who is Dorothy 
|Power, threw up an _ advertising 
copywriter’s job to do her first pub- 
lished book, ‘Free—for Three Months 
| Only.’ 
| Macmillan has the American pub- 
| lishing rights to John Gielgud’s story 
| of his years in the theatre. Will 
| publish it under the title of ‘Early 
Stages.’ 
| Will Ermine, whose ‘Cowboy, Say 


| Your Prayers’ is brought out by 
|Morrow this week, just another 
pseudonym of Harry Sinclair 
Drago’s. 

Isaac Pitman & Sons, London, 


bringing out a new edition of John 
Parker’s ‘Who’s Who in the Theatre’ 
which has now been out of print for 
over a year. 

League of Vermont Writers, one 
of the most active of the regional 
scribblers’ groups, will mark its 10th 
anniversary with a conference on 
Aug. 26 at Westminster, Vt. 

Maximilian Becker, the literary 
agent, informed the Grand Prix 
Academie Francaise, French highest 
literary honor, awarded to Antoine 
de Saint Exupery for his ‘Terre des 
Homes.’ Book placed by Becker 
with Reynal & Hitchcock for the 
U. S., under the title of ‘Wind, Sand 
and Stars.’ 





Spurn Europe 











(Continued from page 1) 





the U. S. are generally below the 
winter level, they are better than 
the scale prevailing abroad and are 
steadily mounting. Reason is that 
as the number of major spots in- 
creases the demand for concert 
names grows. Also, the heightening 
interest in concerts brings greater 
attendance and bigger grosses, there- 
by swelling the artist’s percentage. 
Even at a scale of 25c. to $1, large- 
scale audiences make possible a 
juicy fee for the concert stars. 

Among the potent b.o. names who 
are touring the U.S.-Canada this 
summer are Lily Pons and Andre 
Kostelanetz (going out as a team), 
Lawrence Tibbett, Josef Hofmann 
(making his first extensive summer 
tour), Grace Moore, Lotte Lehmann, 
Albert Spalding, James Melton, Rob- 
ert Virovai (first season in the U.S.) 
and numerous others. In that con- 
nection it must be remembered that 
the presence of such powerful box- 
office draws on a concert bill in- 
sures a much larger attendance, 
thereby benefiting the regular or- 
chestras and making possible the 
employment of many subordinate 
artists. Thus, the situation results 
in a growing circle: the expanding 
summer concert field creates a de- 
mand for bigger stars, and the bigger 
stars bring increased attendance and 
still greater expanding concert ac- 
tivities. 

Among the leading concert spots 
this summer will be the Lewisohn 
Stadium, N.Y.; Robin Hood Dell, 
Philadelphia; Essex county concerts, 
Newark, N. J.; Grant Park, Chicago; 
Rivinia Park, lil.;: Promenade Con- 
certs, Toronto; Washington, D. C.; 
Chautauqua, N.Y.; the municipally- 
opcrated County Park concerts, Mile 
waukee; Winona Lake, Indianapolis, 
and the Hollywood Bowl. There is 
also the Cincinnati summer opera 
season, which is now using name 
artists, and several other similar 
ventures. That does not include the 
music festivals, such as Berkshire, 
at Stockbridge, Mass., and Music 
Mountain. 
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* 2 DEANNA DURBIN Productions tone co-starring : 
Charles Boyer). Produced by Joe Pasternak. | 


a HENRY KOSTER Production “THE OCEAN 
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BETWEEN”. Produced by Joe Pasternak. Story by Bruno 
Frank. Screenplay by Bruce Manning. | 

* JOHN M. STAHL’S “BULL BY THE HORNS” | 
by the creator of “Magnificent Obsession”, “Back Street”, 


“Seed”, and “Imitation of Life”. 


* 2 JOE PASTERNAK PRODUCTIONS 
No. 1 James STEWART in “The MAN from 
MONTANA" with Mischa Auer. 
hk No 2. Nan Grey, Robert Cummings, Gloria Jean in “The 
Under Pup”. Original story by |.A.R. Wylie. Screen- 
play by Grover Jones. Directed by Richard Wallace. 


* IRENE DUNNE... An assured box office smash-hit with 
the star of “The Awful Truth” and “Love Affair”. 


* W.C. FIELDS Production. He’s rupee ripe now... and 


we pick him to pack ‘em with a great successor to “You 
Can’t Cheat an Honest Man”. Produced by Lester Cowan. , 


* BING CROSBY Production with a marquee full 


of great name stars. 


* “RIO” staring DANIELLE DARRIEUX to be 


produced by Joe Pasternak. 


EDGAR BERGEN & CHARLIE McCARTHY, 
Production. Another sure fire hit... with a battery of 
front line stars and Mortimer Snerd, too ! 


* MARGARET SULLAVANProduction.Inaroledestined 


to outshine even her own unforgettable performance in” Three 
Comrades” which won for her the highest awards of the season. 


* JACKIECOOPER & FREDDIE BARTHOLOMEW 


in Two Productions. Produced by Burt Kelly. Directed by 
Joseph Santley. 


* BASIL RATHBONE in “TOWER OF LONDON” 
Produced and Directed by Rowland V. Lee, who made 


“Sun Never Sets” and “Son of Frankenstein”. 


* = “VICTORIA DOCKS AT 8"««ra Basil RATHBONE 


An original story by Rufus King and Charles Beahan. 
Produced and directed by Richard Wallace. 
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1939-1940 


“THE INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS" directed by 
Joe May. Original story by Joe May and Kurt Siodmak. 


“RETURN OF THE SHEIK”. Panoramic Adventure! 


2 Productions in “The FAMILY NEXT DOOR” 
Series starring HUGH HERBERT with “SANDY” the 


‘Wonder Baby. Associate Producer Max H. Golden. 


VARIETY _ 








JACKIE COOPER in “HIS SON” 


Associate Producer. 


KARLOFF and LUGOSI in “FRIDAY the 13” 
2 LITTLE TOUGH GUYS Productions —"Call 


a Messenger’ and “Academy Winner’. Ken Goldsmith 
Associate Producer. 


» Burt Kelly 


SEVEN Productions with RICHARD ARLEN & ANDY DEVINE in stories by the greatest authors of all time! 


“Mutiny on the Black Hawk”, “Steel”, “Man from Montreal”, “ 


“Fury of the Tropics’. Produced by Ben Pivar. 
MARQUEE PRODUCTIONS 4 Exploitation 


Productions, 4 Musical Productions, 8 Action Productions. 


SERIAL POWER! Produced by Henry Mac Rae. 


“The Oregon Trail“ — 15 episodes with John 
Mack Brown. 


“The Phantom Creeps’—i2 episodes starring 
Bela Lugosi. 


“The Green Hornet’’—13 episode radio sensation. 


“Buck Rogers Conquering the Universe’ 
—12 episodes with Larry Crabbe. 


I3 TWO REEL MUSICALS 
I3 COLOR CARTOONS by Walter Lantz. 


“MARCH OF FREEDOM‘—a Two Reel Special 
produced by Tom Mead and Joseph O'Brien. 











RES 
as eS 


FOUR SPECIAL PRODUCTIONS OF ROAD SHOW CALIBER! 


Raging Rivers”, “Air Express”, “Sea Patrol”, 


SEVEN JOHN MACK BROWNS with Bob Baker 


and Fuzzy Knight. The three favorites of your action fans 
in a series to be produced and directed by Al Ray. 


TWO RE-ISSUES : The greatest combination show of 
the season! “My Man Godfrey” and “The Old Dark House” 
—presenting an unprecedented array of big star names. 


Powel - Lombard - Douglas - Laughton + Karloff + Auer 
Patrick - Brady - Massey. 


I5 One Reel GOING PLACES. Commentary by 


the ace voice of radio Graham McNamee. 


I5 One Reel STRANGER THAN FICTION. 


Commentary by Alois Havrilla. 


104 issues of NEWSREEL (twice weekly) 
Commentary by Graham McNamee. 


enn ee 








3 FAMOUS Productions by a new reducing pn ea of major importance tie vA HARRY EDINGTON 





Douglas Fairbanks Jr.in “ATLANTIC CABLE” an original story by Dennison Clift. 
Cary GRANT in “PARIS STREETS” ttentative title) from the famous play by Georges de la Fouchardiere. 
“SOUTH of the AMAZON" an original screenplay by Frances Marion. Cast with stars of the first magnitude. 


And by arrangement with Rupert D’Oyly Carte, Universal presents 


GILBERT & SULLIVAN'S “The MIKADO” in TECHNICOLOR with Kenny Baker, Jean Colin, Mertyn 


Green, Sydney Granville, John Barclay, The D’Oyly Carte Chorus. Recorded by. the London Symphony Orchestra.’ 
| Adapted, conducted and produced by Geoffrey Toye. Directed by Victor Schertzinger. 
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Hill Blackett Is (.0.P. Rep for Illinois: 
Friends Say He's Out for Ohio's Taft 


Chicago, June 13. 

Hill Blackett, of Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency here, has been 
elected to the post of national Re- 
publican committeeman of Illinois. 
Blackett was chosen at a meeting of 
the State Central Committee in 
Springfield over the weekend. 

Blackett, who was public relations 





presidential campaign, intends to) 
hop immediately into the political | 
pot and will open a local office 


through which to conduct his Re- | 
publican committee activities. Black- | 
ett is accustomed to spending plenty | 
of coin on his political maneuvers | 
and is reported to have poured | 
plenty of his own coin into the Re- | 
publican campaign in 1936. It was 
Blackett who brought in Kirby 
Hawkes, radio director and actor, to 
coach Landon in the use of the mi- 


crophone, and the best points of 
elocution. Hawkes is now radio di- 
rector for the Blackett-Sample- 


Hummert agency. 

As far as his choice of the Repub- 
lican presidential nominee for 1940 
is concerned, Blackett has made no 
public pronouncement, but it is un- 
derstood that Blackett will go to the 
front for Taft of Ohio at the next 
G.O.P. convention. 

In cornering the state committee- 
man post Blackett defeated five other 
candidates for the position and nine 
ballots were taken before the B-S-H 
exec emerged as victor. Among 
those defeated by Blackett were 
Charles Walgreen, drug chain 
tycoon, and Charles Goodspeed, na- 
tional treasurer of the Republican 


NO NEED FOR 
——ALARWP-FCC 


Washington, June 13. 

Teapot-tempest occurring when 
the Federal Communications Com- 
missions dusted off a 1927 pro- 
vision in the Radio Act re- 
quiring complete identification of 
sponsors on commercial programs 
appeared to have blown over last 
week, when the Commish assured 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters that it hadn’t meant to 
throw a scare into the industry. 

Interpretation of Sec. 317 of the 
Communications Act of 1934 by An- 
drew W. Bennett, NAB counsel, 
‘would seem to properly reflect the 
purpose and spirit of the section,’ the 
FCC hastily informed its anxious 
public. No need to use specific lan- 
guage in identifying advertisers, as 
long as the general public catches on 
to who is paying for the program; no 
harm intended, and no skin off any- 
body's nose. 














‘The Circle’ Not Expected, By Radio 


works for a evening half hour anda 
|daytime strip (five quarter hours a 
, _ week) starting in the fall. 
director for Alf Landon in the last | ing spot would preferably be on a 


' $10,000 fine. 


KELLOGG SEEKS STRIP 





Trade, to Come Back in Fall 





Kellogg has a bid in with the net- 


The even- 


weekday schedule. Trade does not 





expect ‘The Circle’ to return. 


Bid is being made by J. Walter | 


Thompson, 


RADIO USED 10 
FOOL BOOKIES 





St. Louis, June 13. 


week to investigate reports that 
short-wave radio apparatus has been 
used here by bettors to obtain horse 
race results before local bookies re- 
ceive them over the _ telephone. 
One of the agents, William McDon- 
nell, studied equipment seized by 
cops in an auto parked in front of a 
midtown book shop and said it in- 
cluded a transmitter operating on 
a frequency of 60,000 kc. Although 
the power was low, McDonnell said 
the transmitter could be heard for 
long distances because of the high 
frequency. 


United States District Attorney 
Harry C. Blanton will be consulted 
on the question of prosecution as the 
maximum punishment for operating 
a transmitter without a license is 
two years imprisonment and a 
Four persons were 
nailed by cops following a fight last 
week near the handbook, one of six 
operated by Irving Lee. Those held 
for investigation are Ellsworth T. 
Caverly, 76, Anaheim, Cal. his 
daughter, Mrs. Hazel Cheatham, and 
her husband, George W. Cheatham, 
a radio engineer, and Guy L. Stark, 
San Diego, Cal., also a radio engi- 
neer. 

The brawl started when Irving Lee 
and his brother, Patrick, became 
suspicious because of the last min- 
ute consistent ‘win’ bets made by 
Caverly and his daughter. Caverly 
was severely bruised in the fight and 
was taken to City Hospital. In front 
of the hotel where the quartet was 
stopping gendarmes found the radio- 
equipped auto which included a re- 
ceiving set, circuit control box, tele- 
graph -key and small mike. Mrs. 
Cheatham is said to have worn an 
earphone under her hat when she 
visited the bookies. 


Suspects deny any scheme to ob- 
tain race results, asserting the radio 
equipment was an invention they 





ROLLER SKATING PARTY 
FOR KCKN SPONSORS 


Kansas City, June 13. 

Retha Seaton who sells and broad- 
casts a personalized service via 
KCKN, hostess at party for all her 
accounts and friends at the El Tor- 
reon roller rink Wednesday, June 
14. Rink, an account, was turned 
over to her as evidence of satisfac- 
tion with air service, and Miss Sea- 
ton made it an occasion to favor all 
her accounts. Passed out 500 ducats 
through advertisers. 

Station also arranged broadcast 
from party with staff news member 
on spot telephoning events to studio 
announcer who aired affair with 
play-by-play on social highlights. 
Figured 500 skaters have enough 
friends to want to listen and pro- 
vided good opportunity for some 
good will for station. 


_ Van der Linde Resigns 


Victor Van der Linde, who held 
the title of general sales counsellor 
until Ken Dyke recently became na- 
tional director of sales promotion, 
has resigned from NBC. He had 
been with the network for four 
years. 

Van der Linde’s major function 
was to make presentations of NBC’s 
sales story to accounts considering 
going network, 














were attempting to perfect for dis- 
covering oil. Stark has licenses as a 
radio operator and for amateur sta- 
tion W6HTZ at San Diego, which 
could be used here on notice to the 
FCC. 





Joan Olsen, former vocalist for 
Ben Bernie and Paul Pendarvis’ 
band, added to WTAM, Cleveland, 
as a sustainer. 


| 


FCC agents barged into town last | 














ED EAST 


Follows new : 
but sticks to the old fashioned idea 
that the primary purpose of radio 


ideas—new trends— 


s to sell the sponsors product— 
which he does on WJZ every Friday 
for the American Beverage Corpora- 
tion and daily on WHN-Participa- 
tion. 

Management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


New York 


CBS FILLS 8-9 
SUN.; WELLES 
VS. BERGEN 


Campbell soup returned the Orson 
Welles show to CBS Sunday, Sept. 
10, using the 8 to 9 p.m. spot, or 
opposite the Chase & Sanborn ses- 
sion on the NBC red (WEAF) link. 


It’s the first time that Columbia 
will have a commercial in that pe- 
riod since Edgar Bergen started on 
the heavy upbeat for the coffee ac- 
count. Vick had Nelson Eddy in 
there at the time of Bergen’s debut. 














SELLING SNUFF TO DIXIE 


Transamerk Set Deal With Kudner 
For WLW’s Happy Dan 








U. S. Tobacco starts its campaign 
in behalf of Bruton Snuff through 
the deep south July 3 with the place- 
ment of five 15-minute programs a 
week on 12 stations over a period 
of 26 weeks. Series will use very 
early morning time to get at the 
factory worker and farmer before 
they leave the breakfast table. 

‘Happy Dan and His Radio Folks,’ 
a WLW standby, is the program. 
Transamerican Broadcasting & Tele- 
vision handled the deal and is re- 
cording the job in Cincinnati. Ar- 
thur Kudner, Inc., is the agency. 





Izzard No Longer 





Seattle, June 13. 


Izzard Company, one of the top 
regional agencies, is becoming the 
Pacific National Advertising Agency. 
William H. Horsley remains prez. 

Agency is very active in radio. 
Further expansion in personnel is 








contemplated. 





Radio Show Dramatizes Refugee Kids 





Katharine Hepburn and Burgess 
Meredith will broadcast from Wash- 
ington and either Shirley Temple or 
Deanna Durbin will speak from Hol- 
lywood on a special refugee appeal 
program June 25 over NBC red. 
Show will be a dramatic stint aimed 
to push passage of the Wagner bill 
to increase the entry limit on juve- 
nile refugees from Europe. 

Audience of senators and repre- 
sentatives in favor of the bill will 
be present in the studio and time 
for the stanza is being donated by 
NBC, probably over the red net- 


work. It will be a Sunday night 
show. Arch Oboler is to write and 
direct it. Evan Roberts, of the Fed- 


eral Theatre’s radio division, is pro- 





ducing. 


Katharine Hepburn and Burgess Meredith on Show 
Seeking to Help Along Wagner Bill 








Lucky Strike on WOR 


Lucky Strike is experimenting 
with a repeat broadcast of its Kay 
Kyser show on WOR, Newark. The 


program which clears over the NBC 
red (WEAF) link Wednesday nights 
will be taken off on Miller tape and 
aired the following evening (Thurs- 
day) from 8 to 9 p.m., over the 
Mutual key. Test starts tomorrow 
(15). 

Account wants to find out how 
much of an additional audience an 
arrangement of this kind can pick 
up. The WOR version will have the 
Rudy Vallee and Kate Smith shows 
as opposition. 
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WVEW, Bklyn, Ordered to Re-Hire Man 








S-W Paint Stays NBC 


Sherwin-Williams Paint 
use 87 NBC blue stations starting | 
Oct. 1. Was on 65 NBC blue units 
last season. 

While the program, Metropolitan 
Opera auditions, has been selected 
fo: some time, sponsor did dally with 
a possible shift to Columbia net- | 
work, but the half hour stays with | 
NBC. 

Warwick & Legler is agency. 





is set to | 





MUSICO QUIZ 
FOR NAT'L TEA\ 


——_—_- 


Chicago, June 13. 

Musico, a song title quiz, which 
got its introduction at the Black- 
hawk cafe, has been bought by the 
National Tea Co. for a five-state test 
campaign, starting with WROK, 
Rockford, Ill., June 23. It was at the 
same cafe that Kay Kyser’s College 


of Musical Knowledge, current 
Lucky Strike program, made its 
debut, 


Game is played in the studio and 
over the air. Players are provided 
with cards containing 40 song titles 
and they ‘musico’ when they get a 
horizontal row of marked squares. 
Stunt is controlled by the Clef Co., 
of which John Farrell is head. Lou 
Cowan, who p.a.’s the Kyser game 
here, is associated with Farrell. 


WCAU NEGOTIATES 
WITH C.L0. PANELMEN 


Philadelphia, June 13. 

WCAU and the American Com-| 
munications Association, CIO, opened 
negotiations last week for renewal 
of the panelmen’s contract, which 
expires in October. Union will make 
no attempt to extend the termer to 
cover all station employes, as it has 
done at other outlets. 

Pact with WIP, which has been 
pending for months because of a 
few minor corrections, is still in that 
state. It is retroactive, however, to 
April 1. Like the ACA agreement 
with WPEN, recently inked, the 
WIP contract covers all employes. 
Both contain new ‘war clauses,’ by 
which stations agree to hold an em- 
ploye’s job for him if he is called to 
military service. 

KYW, which was cited by the 
ACA to the National Labor Relations 
Board for failure to bargain, has had 
one hearing before the board, which 
is thinking it over. 


WTAR, Norfolk, Now Free 
Of Cuban Interference 


Norfolk, June 13. 
Radio station WTAR is now clear 
of interference from Havana’s CMQ, 
happily reports Campbell Arnoux, 
manager of the local station. 
Hurried trip to Cuban capital by 
Arnoux fixed things up. 


Wrigley-Lasky Renew 


Chicago, June 13. 

Jesse Lasky’s ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood’ will be renewed by the Wrig- 
ley firm. 

Jesse Lasky is in town for con- 
fabs with Columbia execs and P. K. 
Wrigley and there is no question 
tha’ the Hollywood talent hunt show 
will be repeated since it has proved 
to the satisfaction of all concerned. 























Carlyle Stevens on WFBM 
Indianapolis, June 13. 

Carlyle Stevens, former CBS 
spieler who has recently been tak- 
ing a furlough on the West Coast, is 
now filling a 15-minute stanza on 
WFBM each afternoon. Stevens’ 
program is billed as ‘Carlyle Stev- 
ens Speaking,’ and he is given carte 
blanche by the station as to subject 
matter. Idea is to build up Stevens 





iF irst Reported Case of Nature in Radio—WIOD, 


Miami Compromises in Similar Action 
* 


Washington, June 13. 
First case of Federal power being 
used to compel a broadcaster to take 


| back a discharged worker came to 
| light last week, with a similar set- 
| tlement 
| final 


of another 
stages. Reinstatement order 
was served On Paramount Broad- 
casting Corp., operator of WVFW, 
Brooklyn, in accordance with a stip- 
ulation ending an action brought 
under the National Labor Relations 
Act. The NLRB directed the com- 
pany to pay Charles E. Hurlburt for 
any loss of pay received between his 
firing on Feb. 17, 1938, and May 9, 
1939. Broadcaster also was enjoined 


dispute in the 


not to discourage employees from 
joining the American Communica- 
tions Association or any other labor 
union. 

Compromise in a similar case in- 


volving WIOD, Miami, was being 
rubber-stamped this week. Formal 
order will require the re-hiring of 
four discharged staff members, one 
of whom, an announcer, already has 
been given his old job. Other three 
were part-time warblers. 





Professor Asks Utilities 
Be Taxed 2c Monthly 
Per Set for WHA Help 


Madison, Wis., June 13. 
Proposal that utility companies be 
taxed 2c per month for every elec- 
tric radio served by them to pay for 
operation of WHA, state-owned sta- 
tion seeking the wave length of 


WMAQ, Chicago, with 50,000 watts 
power, was before the legislature 
here Friday (9). The suggestion, 
made to the legislature’s joint finance 
committee by Prof. Edward Bennett, 
head of the state university depart- 
ment of electrical engineering, a 
member of the university radio 
board, and technical advisor to state- 
owned radio stations WHA and 
WLBL, met no opposition. 

A bill would appropriate $9,800 to 
the attorney general to press a fight 
before the FCC for the 670 kilocycle 
clear broadcasting channels now 
used by WMAQ at the same power 
the Chicago transmitter is on, which 
would be 10 times stronger than that 
now used by either WHA or WLBL. 

Bennett estimated that mainte- 
nance of such a station, in event the 
clear channel were taken from 
WMAQ and given to the state, would 
cost the state $126,000 a year, com- 
pared with the $45,000 spent on oper- 
ation of the present stations every 
year. The new station would op- 
erate 16 hours daily, reaching a night 
time audience now unavailable to 
WHA and WLBL which leave the air 
at 7 p.m. 

The bill would appropriate $106,000 
for the construction of a new sta- 
tion. 

The public utility companies in the 
state, Bennett estimated, receive a 
gross income of $1,200,000 a year 
from energy used by 500,000 electric 
radios in the state. By assessing each 
company 2c a month for every radio 
it serves, $17,000 could be realized 
to pay for the operation and main- 
tenance of the new station, he said, 
eventually paying off the cost of the 
original construction and the cost of 
the fight before the FCC. 

Bennett asserted that according to 
FCC regulations there should be at 
least one clear channel station in the 
state, adding that Illinois, with four 
channels one which five 50,000 watt 


stations operate in, had more than 
its share. 








Intolerance-Fighters Offer 


Free 4th of July Waxings 


Council Against Intolerance is of- 
fering cuffo platters on the subject 
for use on or around July 4. Cut at 
World Studios, New York, the disked 
30-minute program was written by 
Ray Scudder and directed by Teddy 
Bergman, and features an interview 
of Dick Merriwell Erickson, Boston 
Bees baseball pitcher, by Burt L. 
Standish, writer of the Dick Merri- 
well stories. 

Council will originate a program 
on July 4 at the New York World’s 





locally with hope of sale to sponsor. 


Fair which will be picked up by 
NBC. 
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Pacific Coast’s Radio Upbeat 





Several National Accounts Profess Interest—Looks 
20% Better Than 1938 





Several national spot users last 
week suddenly centered their atten- 
tion upon the west coast last week. 
Their plans indicate a strong sum- 
mer and fall for this area. Inquiry 
among station reps last week was 
that spot business this summer 
should be at least 20% better than it 
was for the warm spell of 1938. 

Accounts that last week started to 
make inquiries in the direction of 
the Coast with a view to spotting 
campaigns immediately or in the 
near future were Bathasweet, Heck- 
er Products and Stephano Bros., 
makers of Ramsee and Marvels ci- 
garets. Procter & Gamble last month 
placed dise versions of ‘Ma Perkins’ 
and ‘Manhattan Mother,’ both cur- 
rently NBC-originated serials, on 30 
stations of the Don Lee Network. 





San Francisco, June 13. 
H. H. Kynett, of Aitken-Kynett 
Co., Philadelphia agency, and Ste- 
phens Stephano, of Stephano Bros., 
cig manufacturers, are currently 
working out of the St. Francis hotel 
lining up local programs for their 
Marvels brand, a 10-center. 
Pair will later extend their oper- 
ations to other California markets. 


Sperry Flour Serial 
For Wheaties KYW Test; 
Burdick Revises Scripts 


San Francisco, June 13. 
Hal Burdick’s serial, ‘Dr. Kate,’ 
which Sperry Flour has been bank- 
rolling for several years over a Coast 
NBC-Red network from the local 


NEC studios, is being plattered for 
release over KYW, Philadelphia, un- 
der the banner of Wheaties, a Gen- 
eral Mills cereal. Episodes are be- 
ing rewritten by Burdick, who also 
produces the programs. 

Cast includes Cornelia Burdick, 
Charles MacAlister, Helen Kleeb, 
Montgomery Mohn and Zella Layne, 
all of whom are also appearing in 
the current network series here. 
Quarter-hour dramas are aired five 
days weekly. 


JERRY DANZIG OF WOR 
ANGELS B’WAY PLAY 


Jerry Danzig, commercial pro- 
gram manager of WOR, N. Y., will 
turn legit impresario in the fall. He 
will personally finance “Tomorrow Is 
a Woman,’ written by Joy Victor, 
8ag writer of films and radio. 

Leslie Urbach is now casting at 
Empire theatre. Rehearsals start Oct. 
15 in New York. 

Danzig continues with WOR. 


A. Church Flies to L.A. 
For Film Date of Rangers 


Kansas City, June 13. 

The Texas Rangers, KMBC double 
male quartet, currently in Holly- 
wood on the Republic lot working 
in Gene Autry flicker under tenta- 
tive title of ‘Colorado Trails.’ 

Arthur B. Church, KMBC prexy to 
whom Rangers are under contract, 
flew to West Coast last week to make 
arrangements. Group is a regular 
sutainer on CBS from Kansas City. 

During Autry’s p.a. at the Tower 
theatre several months ago, possi- 


bility of using Rangers in film de- 
veloped, 




















M. Carpenter to Crisco 
Murray Carpenter has been pro- 


+ 





Tom McAvity Due East 


Tom McAvity, radio director for 
Lord & Thomas in Hollywood, is 
coming east for a couple months. He 
will take a vacation on this side of 
the continent and then spend the 
interim in the agency’s New York 
office. 

He’s due back on the Coast Sept. 
26. 


YALE GAMES 
SET FOR WOR 








Philadelphia, June 13. 

Atlantic Refining Co., which last 
season spent more than $350,000 
sponsoring college football, has 
bought nine Saturdays and Thanks- 
giving Day on WOR, Newark. In- 
volves an estimated $24,000. Handled 
through N. W. Ayer. 

Schedule provides for the descrip- 
tion of six Yale games, all at the 
Bowl with the exception of that 
with Michigan, which will be played 
at Ann Arbor. Balance of dates 
will be filled with games which ap- 
pear to ~‘ape up best this far in 
advance. 

Agreement stipulates broadcasts 
shall begin 15 minutes before start 
of each game, be of at least two 
hours duration and guarantees 
further time if it be necessary to air 
the complete game. 

Press dept. at WOR was instructed 
specifically to withhold all mention 
of contract until after August 1. 

Tentative schedule follows: 

Sept. ae Y. U. at Hamilton, 
Oct. 7—Yale-Columbia at New Haven. 
Oct. 14—Yale-Pennsylvania at New Haven. 
Oct. 21—Yale-Army at New Haven. 

Oct. 28—Michigan-Yale at Ann Arbor. 
Nov. 4—Yale-Dartmouth at New Haven. 
Nov. 11—Yale-Brown at New Haven. 

Nov. 18—Yale-Princeton at New Haven. 


Nov. 25—Pitt-Penn State at Pittsburgh. 
Nov. 30—Penn-Cornell at Philadelphia. 


WRIGLEY WINNERS TO 
AIR FROM CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 13. 
Wrigley will replace its ‘Gateway 
to Hollywood’ contest shows on July 
9 for a 13-week vacation-period pro- 


gram devoted to the four winners 
(two males and two females) of the 
two ‘Hollywood’ contests. Vacation 
program will be divided into two 
series, one for each contest. 

Initial series, starting on July 9, 
will run seven weeks, and will be a 
once-weekly dramatized § serializa- 
tion of the flicker, ‘Career,’ and will 
be played by John Archer and Alice 
Eden, the winners of the first con- 
test. These two people will come to 
Chicago, whence the programs will 
originate. 

Second series will run for six 
weeks and be a Sunday 30-minute 
serialization of the second flicker, 
‘Three Sons.’ Winners of the second 
‘Hollywood’ contest Will be named 
on July 2 from Des Moines, where 
the picture, ‘Career,’ will get its 
world premier. Winners of the sec- 
ond contest will play the radio leads 
in the serialization. 


NBC Renews 2 Kid Shows 


Two kid shows have been renewed, 
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DAELIM DRAET  (NBCDrops Oil-Sponsored Grid Games 


REFLECTS VIGOR 


Radio Industry About to Go 
to Town With Demonstra- 
tion of Its Ability to Han- 
dle Self Regulation—Code 
Much More Explicit Than 
Expected 





—— 


COPY RULES 





Washington, June 13. 


Explicit declarations of the indus- 
try’s obligations and duties, backed 
up by unexpectedly outspoken inter- 
pretations of the high-sounding 
promises, were submitted for broad- 
casters approval this week as a new 
code of ethics which it is hoped will 
squelch mounting clamor for more 
stringent government control and 
congressional promulgation of pro- 
gram standards. The NAB commit- 
tee report, result of three months of 
consultation which included talks 
with industry critics, will be taken 
up at the Atlantic City Convention 
next month. 

The group completely rewrote the 
existing code of ethics, itself a 1935 
overhauling of the original com- 
mandments, and supplemented it 
with a number of particular inter- 
pretations which are expected to pro- 
vide a way for constant improve- 
ment in the quality of programs and 
record of performance of the indus- 
try. Handiwork prefaced by a 
‘statement of principles’ reciting the 
responsibilities and obligations in- 
herent in the right to use the air- 
waves. 

While industry observers and 
critics for the most part have not 
completed their analyses, the first re- 
action was one of general satisfac- 
tion. Considerable amazement that 
the conduct dictators went as far as 
they did in trying to pave the way 
for reforms, although there was some 
disappointment that the code does 
not place more emphasis on reduc- 
tion of sponsor patter. 

The chief features, as has been 
forecast, deal with controversial pub- 
lic questions (including religion and 
commentators) and with children’s 
programs. Whole set of standards is 
based on ‘good taste,’ which the com- 
mittee defined as including five par- 
ticular requirements of delicacy. 

The basic code and the interpreta- 
tions set up the following standards 
of performance: 


GOOD TASTE 


Respectful and reverent reference 
to the Deity; language customary in 
mixed society; nothing bordering on 
‘obscene, sacrilegious, profane or 
vulgar’ dialog: no ridicule of races, 
religious beliefs, or physical infirmi- 
ties; respectful treatment of serious 
rites and ceremonies. 


RELIGIOUS BRO DCASTS 

General interests of the audience 
shall be given prior consideration, 
with stations providing ‘well-bal- 
anced series of religious programs 
best suited to the spiritual needs of 
the community, truly reflective of 
its religious complexion,’ with re- 
straint and concern for a ‘high spirit- 
ual and devotional plane.’ Sponsored 
religious broadcasts should be dis- 
couraged, while no _ controversy 
should be tolerated. 

CONTROVERSIAL QUESTIONS 

The open forum technique was 
commended, with stations chided to 





lean over backward in order to be 
fair. Clear indication should be 
given of the identity of any group 
sponsoring a speaker, equal oppor- 
tunit: shall be given ‘each respon- 


both starting Sept. 25, on NBC. Ral- | sible point of view,’ and time: should 


ston Purina, through the Gardner 


stations, mostly blue, at 5:45, with 
rebroadcasts for the central and far 





not be sold to parties to a labor dis- 


agency, will broadcast daily over 51 | pute. 


POLITICS 
Dramatizations are improper, and 


western zones at 6:45 and 8:15 p.m. | debaters should be confined to ‘logi- 


moted from time buyer for the} Will pick up the ‘Tom Mix’ yarns as |cal exposition.’ 


Compton agency to assistant on the 
Crisco (Procter & Gamble) account. 


| heretofore. 


Knox Reeves for General Mills 


NEWS 


Editors should be conscious of 


Bill Malliford, Carpenter’s former | will resume ‘Jack Armstrong’ serial | tradition of integrity, fairness, and 
assistant, becomes time buyer. 


‘at 5:30 p.m. over 16 stations, mostly 


(Continued on page 32) 





Schmerler Bankrupt 


Erwin D. Schmerler, also known 
as Ernest D. Swann, last week asked 
the N. Y. federal court for relief 
from his debts which he gave as 
$41,097. Schmerler, who had the 
same week joined Lord & Thomas as 
an assistant account executive, stated 
that his assets amounted to $250. 

The schedule listed the Werthei- 
mer Advertising Co., which last year 
merged with the Buchanan Co., as 
his largest creditor. The sum owed 
is $19,000. 


RANDALL OUT 
OF NBC PRESS: 


Wayne L. Randall is out of NBC. 











|The last title that he held was Di- 


rector of Publicity. Move became 
effective suddenly Monday (12) after 
Randall had been absent from his 
post for about a month. He came 
with. NBC in 1933. 

No other changes are contem- 
plated for the department, Frank 
Mason, v.p. in charge of publicity 
and shoriwave, said yesterday (Tues- 
day). Direction of the details of the 
press department will be in the 
hands of the day and night editors. 


BESDINE COUNTERSUES 
METROPOLITAN LIFE 


Donald Besdine, insurance adviser, 
filed a New York supreme court 








action against the Metropoli- 
tan Life Insurance Co., Edwin C. 
Hill, Leroy A. Lincoln, Wodamm 


Corp., owners of WNEW, and the 
Bamberger Broadcasting Corp., own- 
ers of WOR, for $1,000,000 for al- 
leged libel. It is alleged that the 
libelous statements were made by 
Hill in his broadcasts for Metro- 
politan Life. 

An action for $550,000 against 
Besdine filed by Metropolitan Life 
is also on file in the supreme court. 
Libel is the charge there, too, with 
the Knickerbocker Broadcasting 
Corp., operators of WMCA, also 
named as defendants, 


~~ 


Gene & Glenn Off Spang; 
Go WTAM Sustaining 


Cleveland, June 13. 

Gene and Glenn, who finished 13- 
week contract at WTAM, will not 
be renewed by Spang Bakeries when 
they return from vacation. Reported 
they will go on sustaining at sta- 
tion that discovered them until they 
find a new sponsor upon their re- 
turn. 

Spang, their original backers who 
brought them back the first of the 
year, understood to be shopping for 
another air show. 


TEXACO OPTIONS 


Ken Murray, Ned Sparks, Frances 
Langford, David Broekman Set 

















Indications are that Ken Murray, 
Ned Sparks, Frances Langford and 
David Broekman have had their op- 
tions picked up for the coming fall 
by Texaco. Opening spot wide open 
is the dramatic interlude for which 
the account is still scouting the field. 

Contracts will likely be closed all 
around within the coming week. | 





| 


Clark Andrews to Pix Biz 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Contract as writer-director at 20th- 
Fox has lured Clark Andrews from 
the ‘Big Town’ airshow. 
He produced the program for the 





past two years and chec!.s out after 


On Coast, Demands Full Net or None 


Hollywood, June 13. 


Coast conference football games, 
exclusively bankrolled for broad- 
casting by Associated Oil, will be 


passed up by NBC this fall. Don 
Gilman, western division chieftain, 
has served notice on the oilers that 
unless they use all the stations on 
the Coast network (red or blue) they 
can keep their football off their kilo- 
cycles. It looks like no ga. By 
handpicking a few choice spots and 
leaving the others hanging for 
something to put on the air, Gilman 
contends that the adequate service 
guaranteed these outlets is duly im- 
paired. 

NBC will substitute games not 
controlled by Associated and oc- 
casionally pick up the more import- 
ant petrol-sponsored contests, but 
sans the commercial blurbs. There 
has been some division of opinion 
as to Associated’s choice of games 
last year and NBC will log those 
that are passed up by the oil spon- 
sorship. Network also came in for 
criticism for cutting short eastern 
games to clear the lanes for Asso- 
ciated. 

Oil company spends _ around 
$150,000 each fall on football broad- 
casts. Last year Don Lee chain 
drew the biggest cut. Unless a new 
NBC deal is worked out, the coin 
will be split up between Don Lee 
and Columbia, with a few indie sta- 
tions gathering crumbs. 

It is not considered likely that 
Don Lee or CBS will also insist on 
full network for the games when 
contracts are signed next month. 
Chains, however, put up a united 
front when Associated tied up the 
track meets and offered them to the 
nets without commercial fee but 
making it mandatory that the oil 
products be plugged before and 
after the event. Answer was a fast 
turndown and athletes cavorted 
without benefit of airing. 


State-Lake Orchestras 
Will Double for Fitch 
And Get Radio Ballyhoo 


Chicago, June 13. 

Balaban & Katz has arranged with 
Music Corp of America for a series 
of orchestras to play the State-Lake 
and tie up with the Fitch Bandwagon 
commercial ether show. B. & K. 
date. would be plugged on the net- 
work. Price for the orchestras will 
range between $1,000 and $2,500. 

Among the orchestras due for ap- 
pearances are Jack Teagarden, Bill 
Carlsen, Dick Jurgens and Freddy 
Martin, 

Appearances later scheduled to 
begin this month. 


DOUBLE UP LIFEBUOY 
FOR TWO BEFORE FOLD 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Lifebuoy-Dick Powell Tuesday 
night party goes to an hour July 11 
and 18 and then calls it season. 
Double time occasioned by ‘Big 
Town’ running mate dropping off 
after July 4 broadcast. 


‘The Man I Married’ 
Likes P&G; Vice Versa 


Chicago, June 13. 
Current show, ‘Central City,’ on 


























today’s (Tues.) broadcast. 


the red NBC web for Procter & 
Gamble Oxydol, will be replaced by 
a new show tagged¢The Man I Mar- 
ried’ on July 3. Like ‘Central City,’ 


| will originate in New York. 


Set through the local Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agency. 





Lady Marguerite Stickland, titled 
torcher at Coq Rouge, class N.Y. 
nitery, being NBC-auditioned. She 
etherized for BEC in her native 
England. 
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New Rumor of NicNinch Retirement 
Seems Supported; Thompson Seen 
As Possible Successor in Chair 





Washington, June 13. | the curtains is far from satisfactory, 
Scheduled early retirement of| and the schedule of business for the 
Chairman Frank R. McNinch will| future—including a report on the 
offer President Roosevelt another chain-monopoly probe and some test 
chance to rectify administrative | cases involving the newspaper own- 
troubles and clear up policy rowing | ership issue—contains items which 
within the FCC. Definite word that| may cause an explosion. 
the North Carolinian intends to step | 
out in the near future circulated in | 


political circles right after he gave | 

up a chance to return to the Federal | 

Power Commission, which he left} 

two years ago to direct the FCC} 

housecleaning efforts. BY NA B DUE 
aiZe 


Although rumored repeatedly, the 





latest tip was said to be authorita- 
tive in well-informed quarters. Mc- 
Ninch denied—for the record—any 
idea that he will quit soon but in- 
timates were sure he will leave the 
FCC just as quickly as another post, 
one which will save his face, can be 
discovered. Bad health, despite his | 
asserted complete retovery during | 
recent Philadelphia hospital treat- 
ment, will be the excuse. 


President Roosevelt Thursday 
sent to the senate the name of Le- 
land Olds, of New York, as Mc- 
Ninch’s successor at the Power 
Commission and simultaneously the 
FCC and White House made public 
an exchange of correspondence re- 
vealing McNinch did not ‘feel like 


Proposed code for the industry 
will be the main theme of discussion 
at the NAB Sales Managers’ meet- 
ing within the convention of the Ad- 
vertising Federation of America| 
which opens at the Waldorf Astoria | 
hotel, New York, next Tuesday (20). | 
Neville Miller, National Association 
of Broadcasters prez, will analyze 
and explain the code which is to, 
come up for approval at the NAB’s | 








|ing, dangerous medical products, or 
| those likely to discourage medical at- 
|tention; no cures; no hair-restorers, 


/and comparisons of price; no mis-| 


|} grams. 


annual meet in Atlantic City the | Violations. 


—=2 
SPF FOFF444464644644064466444445. 
wrinkle - removers, or reducing | + 


Scale “.catwec? “e"eicee ¢ From the Production Centers 


gy Bee cessing oevevereccscoss sss e esses eeeseeeeeeeeeeseseeeceeel 
No false, deceptive or ‘grossly ex- 


aggerated statements’; no continuity | i NEW YORK 
describing ‘repellently’ bodily func- ae 
tions or ailments; no unsubstantiated! Gumbinner is the agency on the expanding Dr. Brown's Cel-Ray beverage 
testimonials; no attacks upon com-} which launched Ed East's ‘Name It and Take It’ last week and Benay 
petitors; only accurate statements} Venuta-Ernie Fio-Rito on WOR this week....Columbia is wooing General 
Motors....Norman Corwin of CBS is on the staff of the 10th Writers’ 
Conference sponsored by Univ. of Colorado, at Boulder, July 24 to Aug. 11, 
Meeting will add radio to the agenda for the first time this year, 
Wheaties, Procter & Gamble and Socony still reported disquieted by 
New York baseball...which took so much trouble to land...blue chip 
rights and only the Brooklyn Dodgers drawing an audience.. .baseball 
popularity is erratic and spotty everywhere but New York is setting a new 
high...Jules Seebach dropped WOR’s prestige organist, Dr. Charles Cour- 
boin...Andre Kostelanetz received an honorary degree of doctor of music 
Night, two minutes 30 seconds 0n| ¢rom Albion College, Michigan, and his wife Lily Pons, sang in the annual 
quarter-hour programs, three min-! pommencement exercises. After receiving degree Kostelanetz began plane 
utes on 30-minute programs, and six| gash back to New York for broadcast same night...Letitia Ide (Mrs. Vic 
minutes on hour programs. Ratner) dancing with the Cole troupe in Rainbow Room...Bob Hutton of 
Exemptions: participation, an-| wCCO, Minneapolis visiting town. 


ATEN, TNS CH: GE. OSS | Charles P. Dickson dickering with agencies to place an all-year sports 
Not more than 125 words per | 


i eed 








leading first-person endorsements. 

With briefness advocated, time 
limits are as follows: 

Daytime, three minutes 15 seconds 
on quarter-hour programs, three 
minutes 30 seconds on 30 minute pro- 
grams and nine minutes on hour pro- 
grams. 


, program and a kids’ show....Richard McDonagh scripting on the Magic 

ee, i iademansinal i " Key show and doing Lady Esther continuity....Max Marcin sailing and 

Publi Bt nar el pi gg - fishing on Long Island Sound, due back next week....Eric Barnouw and 
ublic record of rates, wi 


former Dorothy Beach motor-honeymooning through New England.... 
Burgess Meredith, kept from his usual summer film stint by the recent 
Pepsodent negotiations, is being offered on a similar dramatic series and 
will remain east indefinitely. 


concealed discounts or rebates; no 
cost-per-inquiry, gratis, or percent- 
age accounts; programs built by out- | 


side organizations and time-brokers Ethel Merman guests on ‘For Men Only’ next Tuesday (20), but has 
are discouraged but permissible as | nothing else set....Jack Shannon, pianist-vocalist over CBS, yesterday 
long as plugs are limited to identi-/| (piesday) received his B.A. from Manhattan College....Ruth Carhart 
fication of the planner; no defama- | }., peen renewed by CBS for the fourth consecutive year....John Call, 
tion of rivals or claims for service | legiter, on the Metropolitan Life program....Arch Oboler has to remove 
which cannot be rendered. | the shivers from his Saturday night dramatic series over NBC red because 
ENFORCEMENT the show is now picked up on the Coast, where it’s not yet moppets’ bed- 
All NAB members must promise | time....To permit regular cast members to take vacations, scripters are 
to support the code and accept the! again figuring ways to keep leading characters out of the pulsating dramas, 
interpretations, Warnings will be is-| so plenty of bit roles are getting a temporary build-up on the serials..., 
sued to offenders, with suspension or | William Saroyan completing the ‘script for a dramatic show over CBS the 
expulsion the penalty for continued] end of July. 


Appeal to the board of | Parnes 





oa ee 


returning to the responsibilities| week of July 9. Advertisers and| directors before ousting or suspen- | 
which a reappointment would entail.’ | ‘IN HOLLYWOOD eee 








At first glance, President’s ac- 
knowledgement and comments 
seemed to imply that McNinch will 
stick at the helm of the FCC for 
some time. Analysis of the letter, 
which voiced concern about Mc- 
Ninch’s physical condition, suggested, 





however, that the correspondence is 


It was thought significant that the 
President praised McNinch for his 


past services with the Power Com- |! 
mission but did not take advantage | 


of an opportunity to compliment 
him for his efforts at the FCC. 


Speculation as to a new FCC boss 
centered chiefly on Commissioner | 
Fred Thompson, named two months 
ago to fill the seat vacated by Judge 
Eugene O. Sykes, who returned to 
private law after 12 years with the 
government, There was conjecture, 
though, over the chance that Thomas 
G. Corcoran, one of the principal 





Presidential advisors, might take the 
wheel, 

For many months after McNinch 
stepped in as temporary trouble- 
shooter, the expectation was he 
would be succeeded by Commander 
T. A. M. Craven, who was upped 
from the post of chief engineer at 
the same time. With passage of 
time, however, Craven's stock has 
gone down, chiefly because of his 
feuding with McNinch over regutla- 
tory policies and his dissenting opin- 
ions and memorandums in impor- 
tant precedent-setting cases. While 
he still is highly regarded by the in- 
dustry and has potent support at the 
Capitol, the former naval officer’s 
rating at the White House reputedly 
has been lowered. 

Promotion of Thompson seems 
logical for many reasons. Notably 
that his social and economic ideas 
are so close to the President’s. Al- 
though a newspaper owner, he has 
indicated he will take an active 
part in the fight to prevent the press 
from expanding its hold on broad- 
casting facilities. Recently, while it 
has not been very apparent, he has 
sided with FCC members who want 
to engage in more drastic supervision 
over the industry. 

The FCC roster presents an even 
more immediate problem to the 
President. Term of Commissioner 
Paul A. Walker expires June 30, so 
some action must be taken soon to 
keep the FCC at full strength. 
While there has been no definite 
hint, rumors of all sorts have been 
heard, with Walker taking direct 
cognizance of one that he would not 
seek reappointment. In view of the 
freque >t disagreement among FCC 
members, it is not probable the 
President will fail to act, since a va- 
cancy would increase the likelihood 
of deadlocks on crucial issues. 

In recent weeks, the FCC has 
been keeping relatively quiet and 
out of public gaze, although the fuss 
over the international rules has re- 
directed attention on the internal 
troubles. For the most part, how- 


agencies will be invited to sit in on ; 5!0n. 


the code palaver at the AFA meet. 
Falstaff Beer, 





Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia will 
talk about ‘Radio on the American 
Plan’ during the sales manager’s 
luncheon Tuesday and after that 


there will be a roundtable discussion e 

on how to sell more radio advertis- On i St to 

| ing. a iis, 
merely the prelude for a graceful | 

exit from the FCC chairmanship. ' 








Radio Code 


Drops All Radio 


St. Louis, June 13. 

accuracy. While news may be | Falstaff Brewing Corp., which re- 
sponsored, control over contents of | cently switched its advertising ac- 
such programs must rest with the | count from the Gardner Advertising 
station, personal opinions must not | Agency, St. Louis, to the Sherman 
be voiced, propaganda or plugs must | K. Ellis & Co., Chicago, is terminat- 
not be disguised, and source should| ing all radio spot announcements 
be stated unmistakably. earried by 60 stations throughout 


(Continued from page 31) | 















































Bob Catherwood, of WOR’s sales 


be sponsored, the commentator | C@mpaign until next November. 
must agree to make time available | decided on a visual campaign to ex- 
opinions. Ban on promiscuous use | Contracts were chopped off. In local 
administration of justice,’ and per- | 22nouncements. 
be dragged to the microphone. after the outdoor and newspaper 
to clear requests from educational | KXOK, KSD and WKW and in East 
KID PROGRAMS | 
‘based upon sound social concepts’ | Expo Expected to Swell Attendance 
ents, adult, authority, law and or- San Francisco, June 13. 
pedal on horror, torture, s< pense, | net, attendance at the 36th annual 
Specific restrictions on advertising | is expected to reach a new high. A 
modity, contests should not lure of the fair, including the opening ses- 
miums playing up the good luck an- Other plans for the convention, of 
ticles must be backed up by evi-|D. Tooley of Oakland, include a 
COMMERCIAL STANDARDS Buena around Treasure Island and 
would include blurbs violating good Important highlight of the con- 
no matter barred by postal authori-{a number of speakers including Don 
counts, race track info, speculative | A. Weiss of Don Lee. 
ises of jobs; no help-wanted ads ex- | dept., improved after three-day hos- 


COMMENTATORS the country and will indulge in an 
should have complete freedom to ex-| 5S. J. Hamilton of the Chicago firm 
for persons with conflicting slants. ploit its trade mark character, Fal- 
of ‘flash’ and ‘bulletin,’ care shall be | Tadio circles it is reported that the 
sons figuring in ‘criminally morbid It has not been determined how 

EDUCATION campaign is completed. In St. Louis 

groups and arrange programs which St. Louis, WTMV. 

In attempting to raise the stand- 
and specially designed for youthful June 25-29 
der, clean living, high morals, fair, With the Golden Gate Inter- 
superstition, and other devices ‘like- | convention of the Pacific Advertis- 
appeal. Voice of program characters number of convention activities will 
children into strange places in search | sion, the banquet and ball on June 
gle or harmful to life or property,| which Albert R. Smith of Berkeley 
dence, stations shall have the right | breakfast at Lake. Merritt, Oakland, 

No programs shall be aired which | other bay points, and a golf tourna- 
taste, no liquor accounts, fortune-| vention will be the radio depart- 
ties as ‘fraudulent, deceptive or ob-|E. Gilman of NBC and Donald Ww. 
financial and real estate lures, or 
cept from persons of ‘unquestioned 











ever, disagreements have been sub- 
merged. But the atmosphere behind 


pitalization for sinus and balky 


Although news interpreters may outdoor and newspaper advertising 
press his own views and sponsors said the execs of the Falstaff Corp. 
Stations should not inject their own | Staff, and for that reason all radio 
taken not to interfere with ‘orderly | Company spent $150,000 on the spot 
sensational news stories’ should not | extensive the air coverage will be 

Stations shall designate individual | the spot announcements were over 
will be informative and cultural. 

ADMEN TO SAN FRANCISCO 

ard, stations should present scripts 
listeners, reflecting ‘respect for par- 
play, and honorable behavior’; soft | ational Exposition as a major mag- 
ly to over-stimulate’ kids. ing Association here June 25 to 29 
must not be used to plug any com- | take place on. Treasure Island, site 
for wrappers and box-tops, no pre- | 26. 
promises of benefits from use of ar-/| is general chairman, assisted by Ben 
to veto clubs of kid listeners. a cruise on the ferry boat Yerba 
would advertise any illegal ager | fae-non 
telling, astrology, numerology, etc.;| mental, which will be addressed by 
scene’; no matrimonial agency ac-/|Thornburgh of Columbia and Lewis 
schools making exaggerated prom- 
responsibility’; no shady, habit-form- | molar. 





Naylor Rogers, one-time sidekick of Guy Earl at KNX, joined Raymond 
R. Morgan agency in disc dep’t....Meff Runyon and Herb Akerberg finally 
left town, but reluctantly....Grouch Club doing only one broadcast for 
time being, airing out of here at 2:30 p.m.....With eight ciggie accounts 
on the network, NBC’ites are not hard put on the loyalty angle....Paul 
Hennings taking time out from scripting duties on Joe E. Brown show for 
a Chicago vacash with the missus....Ev Meade takes an eight-week hula 
siesta when Tuesday Night Party sez ‘see you in September’....Tiny 
Ruffner may loaf in the Canadian Rockies, Last year he passed three 
weeks in Yosemite but never saw the park. Pneumonia floored him and 
when he recovered his time was up....It’s no secret where Bing Crosby 
spends most of his layoff after June 15. He'll have time for nothing else 
when his race track down the coast at Del Mar geis going. Bob Burns 
runs the hall for 13 weeks and then takes his sabbatical....Ben Freedman 
added to Bob Benchley’s writing staff when Don Prindle bowed out.... 
Autograph pest hounded Columbia’s Bill Lewis for his sig as he was leav- 
ing Hollywood Park. He chased her with ‘I’m no actor,’ but not before 
she blushed him with ‘well, you oughta be’....Jack Cramer is NBC’s tennis 
champ. Lew Frost teamed with Cramer for the doubles trophy, pre- 
sented by Tony Stanford....Charlie Hamp is not one to call it a career 
even after 19 years. He’s back doing his turn at the piano at KNX six 
times a week, Morrell packing outfit paying the freight....John Swallow 
touring the northwest for talent and new programs to showcase for NBC 
through the summer....Frank Woodruff took the flu count....Danny 
Danker tossed a ‘last supper’ for Bob Brewster before he went east to take 
the vows....Hal Rorke, KNX publicity director, giving the mike a maid- 
enly blush while Jack Sayers kisses KNX-tra good bye for three weeks.... 
NBC’s Syd Dixon told Santa Barbara ad clubbers how to corral a client 
on the dotted line....Hedda Hopper passed up a broadcast of ‘Brenthouse’ 
rather than miss World Congress of Women in Washington....Best 14 
shows on Columbia’s Workshop will be published as an anthology—— 
Hoosier Hot Shots making a picture at Republic and will be piped in on 
National Barn Dance, June 24. They leave for home following week... 
Tony Stanford producing four Kraft programs while Bob Brewster honey- 
moons...J. Walter Thompson dispatching John Christ to Frisco to look 
after ‘One Man's Family’ and ‘I Love a Mystery’ through July and August. 


IN CHICAGO... par 


Hal Tate on WJJD as ‘film tattler’ for Taylor Washing Machine every 
week-day morning at 9:45...Columbia web here tossed a party for 
Orson Welles on his opening at the Palace theatre ... NBC putting on a 
build-up splurge for Betty Barrett, warbling youngster brought up from 
St. Louis by Jim Stirton ...Guy Robertson doubled from headline date 
in the Balaban & Katz Chicago to Tell’s ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse”... 
Glenn Anders, legiter, around town and working several ether shows after 
getting his start on Chi radio through ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ date 
... Fran Heyser, former KMBC production head, located in Chi per- 
manently as producer of the ‘Caroline’s Golden Store’ program for General 
Mills over NBC .. . Cliff Carl here from WHO to play Uncle Jim, Author 
Caroline Ellis plays lead. 


IN CINCINNATI. . . 


Michael Hinn has taken over WLW’s morning newscasts, relieving Peter 
Grant, who continues the night shots....Al Bland’s ‘Safety Patrol’ program 
on WKRC, which has a club with 70,000 Cincy school children as members, 
given a network airing by CBS....WSAI’s 40-piece harmonica band, di- 
rected by Felix Adams, resumes a weekly series for the summer... .Bill 
Williamson, WKRC sales manager, in Chicago last week....Frank Mc- 
Donnell, of Radio Sales, NYC, visited the local CBS station last week.... 
WSAI lined up this year’s loca) Chevrolet and Times-Star soap box derby, 
July 29, for exclusive airing....Seniors of Kansas State College of Agricul- 
ture and Alabama Polytechnic Institute won the first WLW agricultural 
scholarships in practical radio training, plus $500 each....Jim Cassidy 
of the Crosley press staff scored a time beat for WSAI on broadcasts of 
the special muny election, June 6....Kenrad’s ‘Unsolved Mysteries,’ long- 
time WLW origination, moves from Mondays to Fridays, 9 to 9:30 p.m., 
EST, with ‘Jamboree Preview’ fading. 

WSAI’s 16th anniversary as a Crosley station was observed Wednesday 
(7) night with a 45-minute variety program in which Dewey Long, general 
manager, and most members of the staff, were heard. Powel Crosley, Jr., 
president, chimed in with a transcribed talk, tracing highspots of the 
station’s history and progress. WSAI was started in 1921 by the U. S. 
Playing Card Co., Norwood, O., and was bought by Crosley in 1923.... 
L. B. Wilson’s WCKY did an exclusive broadcast Wednesday (7) afternoon 
of ceremonies attending unveiling of a memorial to the late William Cooper 
Procter, president of the Procter & Gamble Co., at the firm’s home plant 
in suburban Ivorydale. Event was attended by 3,500 employees, who 


subscribed to the memorial, a marble monument, 14 feet high and weighing 
100 tons. 
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is a Brilliant Flowering 


To the patient experimenter in RCA 
Laboratories this spectacular accom- 
plishment of sending pictures through 
the air is an inspiration to continued 
effort in radio development 


RCA Television is a notable example of what 
research can accomplish. For more than ten 
years RCA Laboratories worked at the solu- 
tion of its numerous and knotty problems. 


RCA pioneered 

The RCA all-electronic method of television 
depends on two great discoveries and devel- 
opments of RCA Laboratories. These are the 
Iconoscope, the seeing eye of television, and the 
Kinescope, the tube on the surface of which 
the pictures are resolved and made visible. 

Even after the transmission and receiving 


Television Transmitter... First RCA 1 KW 
Television Transmitter developed as a compact 
unit for experimental use and announced for 
general sale to broadcast stations. 





of Research 


of pictures through the air had been well de- 
veloped, RCA Laboratories working with the 
National Broadcasting Company carried on 
extensive field tests. It was determined that 
the public would not be asked to buy experi- 
mental instruments. These field tests alone 
cost more than two million dollars. How 
worthwhile the tests were you can see in the 
clear brilliant pictures of today’s RCA Victor 
Television Receivers, now being demon- 
strated by leading radio merchants in the 
New York metropolitan area. 

On this page are illustrated five RCA Victor 
Television products designed for television 
broadcasters. They employ the same fine 
workmanship—result from the same pains- 
taking research— which have combined to pro- 
duce the outstanding RCA broadcast equip- 
ment that is used by so many radio stations 
today. 


Television Projector. ..Television 

Projector for showing image pro- 

. duced by optical enlargement or pro- 

jection from a small brilliant image 
on the Kinescope. 
o 


Mobile Television Transmitter... 
Mobile Television Transmitter Unit 
designed for picking up ‘‘on the 
spot’ television broadcasts. Used 
in RCA-NBC field tests. 


Antenna... Antenna on top of Empire State Building de- 






Television Camera... 
One of the television cam- 
eras developed by RCA, 
This camera utilizes the 


RCA Iconoscope. 
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signed by R.C.A. Communications and used in broadcast- 
ing television programs to Greater New York area. The 
lower antenna is used for picture transmission, the upper 
radiates the associated sound wave. 

See exhibit of all RCA services—including Television—in RCA Building at 
New York World’s Fair. . . For finer radio and television performance — 


RCA Victor Tubes . . .“Trademark ‘‘RCA Victor’? Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. by 
RCA Mfg. Co., Inc... .In Radio and Television—It’s RCA All the Way 





RCA MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS, INC, 


Radio Corporation of America 


RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 


RADIOMARINE CORP. OF AMERICA 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


RCA LABORATORIES 
RCA INSTITUTES, INC. 
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RC A-NBC Radically Revising N.Y. Kansas City Demonstration’ N. Y. er 
Television Schedule; Reducing 
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PROGRAM AN 
TALENT RANGE 








Kansas City, June 13. 
Electric Association of Kansas 
City at its regular meeting last 
week ‘sponsored’ .demonstration of 
television with cooperation of the 
Midland Television Corp. Show was 
first public demonstration made in 


(8:30-9:30 p.m.) Ethel Waters 
and company in ‘Mamba’s Daughe 
ters’; Joey Faye, Leslie Lit- 
tomy, Phil Loeb in ‘The Pink 
Slip’: Dr. Georg Roemmert. 








Daily Film Stuff to Minimum 














ceivers. , . talent has already appeared in front 
Besides two American kinescopes| title ‘Miss World's Fair Televis | of the iconoscope the following 
Starting next week RCA-NBC FCC LICENSEES of RCA design group also had an} sion Girl’, arbitrarily selected samples from the 
television programming in New English receiver as matter of com: | FRI., JUNE 8 booking charts of NBC for 1936-37-38 
York City will be radically revised | -- parison. (4-5:15 p.m.) Continuing elim- and the present year are appended, 
now that the RCA building at the| ite vi ninial Se ere Belt orqige” ‘Mic da’ |The names include many f: 
ee - a (Active, Intermittent or inations for title ‘Miss World’s y familiar 
World’s Fair is self-organized by it. | Experimental Televisers) Fair’. |in vaudeville, legit, screen, radio " 
co eouiiata tie needs, ‘Mest drastic| NOC» New York and Coméen, f ACSIMILE FOR (8:30-9:30 p.m.) Cobina Wright, ee ee 
, a “~... | CBS, New York. Jr; Marie Eve, George oyd; | #he vaudeville asis seems the 
change involves the daytime service; phon Lee, Los Angeles Helen Scully, Paul Ballantine, | most pronounced.) 
to merchants. For the past six weeks} .-,.5worth. Springfield, Pa | William Shea in ‘Family Honor’; | 1936 
a daily rehash of films has been | First Natior + a , Cin | Jack Cole and his East Indian | 7, 7 ¢—navia s " GC ; 
televised. This met with criticism | ra ——- ne vioieeire aie li le ce manne 
due to repetition inevitable because Sitien. se sedhate hi ~ Green and George Wiltshire, A 
a full supply. of film was denied the | p ca U re ep > We t Lafayett SAT., JUNE 17 Henry Hull, Pi hana Waobion, tea 
new medium. ly _ ue University, West Lalayette, as (4-5:15 p.m.) Finals of New Wynn and Graham McNamee. 
- r inc re ; ana. | Tortie > %o oir Televis 7/22/36 sucitile Mz 1ers, Terr ‘rane 
Pe sec agpeggrnerd we Bi Bagnall, University of Iowa, Iowa City. Operators of facsimile transmitters | bag bdr Fair Television a ee 
J servic ‘ : : lus ot if | rirl Contest. 9 /19/88-Kathle eta ' ee 
will embrace ten hours weekly, at | CONSTRUCTION PERMITS teigensay hes il mercado toa - | itis omen Fam A b+ ln cata 
least 50% live talent. On Tuesdays, | (Not Yet Established) will have to abendon the ‘Gan ll | 9/25 36—Jack and Loretta Clemens, Mario 
Wednesdays and Thursdays and Sat-| Allen B. DuMont, Passaic, N. J. | shortwave and confine themselves to | . | Howard Petrie, William Shelly, 
urdays from noon to 1 pm. the deal- | General Electric, Bridgeport, Al- the morning newspaper field. With | ] mi om an } lane Houston, Kathleen Niday, 
er shows will be telecast. Interviews, | bany, Schenectady. | but one of two exceptions they have | | iia. 
— a Bi aye minutes of | Zenith, Chicago. found that they cannot otherwise ob- - 9/11 86-—Alexander Kiriloff and his Ruse 
ews Ww j . | PRE al necenaner feld’s +] sian Balalaika Ensemble with 
Nightime telecasts will be shifted | bree Pony peng ee Tells Exhibs ee ee ee 
to Tuesday-Thursday-Friday and | | As it happens in the cities outside | eet 
will be altered in content. Gilbert | of New Vork and Chicago the { 8°31 387—Flm re Vincent and Don John- 
and Sullivan’s ‘Pirates of Penzance’ | local skyscrapers are comparatively | é 9 >| ee ee ee 
goes on as a full hour this coming | limited in ated acl since short: | on { Orr | 4/12,37—Oswaldo Mazzuechi and Laura 
Tuesday. Margaret Daum and Ray | wave's effectiveness is boxed by the | cue ia nee mesa Ge South 
— will handle the lead | horizon, the standard broadcast band Americans, Hanna Klein and 
"ecb pickups will - amount to | must be used for broad coverage by | ee 4°16 37 beg ly 236 Owen Vera 
about three hours weekly. A mili- | the ee — nave In a letter addressed to the head | .  Semgeinn, Teens Ross. ' 
tary event, the docking of the new | pt existe th Shain alt Pig war te |of the Allied Theatre Owners of| %/!7/37—David Carnot. rity Goodin 
Mauretania and a swimming meet, | eine ck Rien gal serge OE Oa. My tereb Ral aps Mace ogee t (Signing of RCA contract for ; 
are scheduled at the moment. | red nai thinking of adopting facsimile \to President George J. Schaefer, of | World's | Fair Exhibit, Also 
| on PE ransmission, |Paramount Pictures, denies eet thie | 10, v/etntumenstrations of Wielnens mae 
ia | company has made any arrange- | chines, 
> London, June 6, | ments to furnish films for television, | 19/12/37—Jay Meredith, Paul, Nolan (Guge 
Scophony television reported to Telephone Has Been |} A copy of the letter, which mini- | gier), —. ga ge Py 
| making a public issue this week |mizes the immediate threat of tele- | acrobats, 
will not go to the public after all. Ok f Sh R | |vision to motion picture theatres, | 11/18 37—Kashion Show with Betty Goode 
OWN JARGON over by EK. Cole, manufactures ay tor ONeTt RemFS, | fotows | 12/20/81 —Joins Bota Betuat tenet 
over by E. K. Cole, manufacturer . BBC T | ‘eran | : 1938 
of radio sets, Odeon Circuit and ay € evisionists oe ae age lett | 87 7/88—Norman si * Centinentat 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Trust. —_————- that cigs gi digteed i wi | ~ rio, skaters, Joan Edwards, 
The shares are now listed on the L 1 E — you have een somewhat South Sea Islanders and Lei Le 
sioubot ot evound 0128 ondon, June 6. | misinformed on the question of Son, Laipsig (magician), Maxine 
By JOE KOLLING Assets are given as $1,210,950 Reports sae wo ae aed sere our furnishing films for use over a ee 
aps? : Pie gigion : . ew’ | engineers have just carried out their | visi sys ! | $/18/88—Harold de Recker, Marie Kerin, 
Cincinnati, May 13. | Cash on hand is $2,285, with an enh test of pA othe relays by ordi- | i ig ie iyo iin ' Don Ric pe mete ron David 
Television, radio’s uncertain off-| overdraft at the bank of $33,325. The ea. ee ae oe aor” Fae ee 
; . | . : - nary telephone cable have inspired Din’ was used in Los Angeles 5/17/38—Tom Terris, Arthur Maitland, 
spring, already has its own lingo. | newly issued capital stock is $1,050,- | .omments here that this method has| for ex erimental television tests ee ee ae 
Crosley engineers, setting up studios | 000, divided into 840,000 shares of P aS Secevaeees Sane bie Cooper, Ned Wever, Wm. 
& up been in regul h 
Apes : gular use here over a long| Such use, rather than being David, J. Malcom Dunn, Harold 
- ower, | ?4-!« i iti . acting Cor Sh Gun . de Secker and Aristides de 
re rad 48-story Carew T be pd each and valued in the market | period. British Broadcasting Corp.| competitive with any theatre, ie 
arene CE ee It is laimed that 60 of the Od frequently employs direct telephone Was an experiment with a new ¢/ 7/88—Gertrude Lawrence, Paul Mce 
5. | Ss . . P . Gre and Nancy Colems 
Andie. -M kone 1c; Bh Rage see at 60 of the Odeon | contacts to bring London events on} medium of exploitation for 8/28 g8—Lily Cahill, Par’ Lawnenee, Bare 
: . ircuit theatres will be equipped | to its coaxial cable network, and has| feature product. We have made bara Weeks, Elvin Field, 
Blizzard head. A blonde on whom| with television receiving sets, alsO|¢oynd more favorable results this no arrangements for the furnish 9/ 9/38—Clarence | Rock, Niell O'Malley, 
flares are to be avoided in lighting. six of the Monseigneur newsreel : s : ; i r e turns ° Selena Royle, | Arthur and Mor- 
? enti : : way than with radio communication ing of films for television, al- ton Ravel, Keller and Martin, 
Broad. A_ general illumination | houses. The new issue is for the between its mobil it d th th h : Hanlon Bros., Selden and Endler, 
: : : ° ° : 38— Demonstratio 4 ri i 
unit used in lighting a tele set. purpose of manufacturing and in-| ajeyandra sages sr hang ¥ odiaes oe ae hoy. a —— (Ford "Ghereetel, Gate eam, 
Frame. One complete picture, 30 stalling these equipments. en . een a s ve oon by spe Plymouth, Studebaker ‘and nah 
twa ak chen 4 ts peo a Limitation of this practice has cial permission for experimental ard participating), E “he 
* Ghost. An +a Institute, Philly, |wnishirvore wires wit satstactorty| "Gunga Dint will probably” be reese ec 
Ghost. An unwanted image ap- Franklin In Phill : ; as si eas ee ead tees ee 
pearing (n 6 tele picture, dun to sie- ; e, — y; rear Bod ay agg mgt en —> _ a exhibition Manners onee laire Niessen, 
nal reflection Stunts with Television; tance of tae tallee was poe d this . ‘Please be ae d nat + — 1/15/39—D 
Gobo. A light-deflecting fin which way to put ‘When We Fre ‘Married’ fully Sanacious of on pe “a oO Kate Waller, hella.“ Barret 
directs illumination in the studio and Bi C ‘ tale th ner : bili >. SpOnsi- Phyliss Welsh, Wm. Wirges and 
protects the camera lens from glare ig Low aying nto the television program direct ility to our exhibitors. We are orchestra, Vivi-Anne Hulten and 
Panning. A horizontal sweeping of from the St. Martin’s theatre. naturally interested, just as you Rockefeller Pasa’ eS 
the camera _ Philadelphia, J 3 are, in the progress of television 27, $0—Amos and Andy from World's 
. : iladelphia, June 13. and in the effect which it will OT a 
Sawtooth. A wave of electr ° cankli - : : 4/20/89-Mr. and Mrs. Jack N t 
stn Aaa tele ic cur Franklin Institute here, with an SHOUSE GROO have upon the entertainment Geo. Gloke. Bait gost, Porweetty 
Seuntiees «tat: Of. chads exhibition of television piped by field. At the present time we | tem i yp eS od 
. : A ‘ d and Graham Mc- 
beam in exploring, in the camera oe podey oi a ok ae to STAFF IN TELEVISION x fa ay a Gass — newer 
tube, or reproducing, in the cathode| head. A pice ~~ pet ase ° conunad vg on Rae a SINCE THE FAIR 
ray tube, the halftones of a picture. | ges it the short sof tha Gitenhe. ict ~ a a oko oe ey Neary Ween tee tee 
Scoops. Multiple lighting units in . one “ee shortness of the distance, Cinclanati. May 1% p nf tte and in as much as we Nancy Wescott, | ‘The Unexpected” 
, a ) J ark, vy arie@e 
«. statin. caine have played to better than men's eh. oak aan , ae . _ erstand that less than one more and David i mate Sart 
Teleci T _— ' visitors at the conclusion of : . y vision ousand home sets have been Fair pick-up by mobile unit, Fred 
be ecine. Transmission of a film | the first week today (Tuesday), Had |S¢tuP is Crosley’s, atop the 574-foot| sold in the Metropolitan area panne and his orchestra, and 
” . pe 1s, 
program. 4,500 payees the first three days, Carew Tower. Feg several months; since the official beginning of | M@y¥ 5—Novetlo Brothers, Roy Post, Mitzt 
bee ct a . open in afternoons only. the firm’s broadcasting engineers,| telecasts, the present outlook of eet Ag OM 
_ i J . > -U., 1e Choir Rehearsal’ w 
cover which fits ors metal | Show is sponsored by RCA, Bell | {0m WLW and WSAI, have been| threat to the motion picture Ailce Remsen, Josephine Huston, 
sad eee fea Ps + ead nam Telephone, Philadelphia Electric and arranging studios and building equip- theatres seems very small in- —~ gt es Norman Kay 
ee nde rom drafts caused by | the Electrical Association of Philly.|™¢nt. They await the FCC’s nod on; deed. Because of the fact that | M#y 10—'Mexicana’ with Trio Lina, Rosita 
tem “hatter 1 air-conditioning sys- | Aji of the visitors to it are televised | license to. start experimental tele-| there are so few home sets in den” cna Marto” iieea "the 
ee “| is necessary to remove | for the benefit of their friends look- casts and field tests. The organiza-| use, that regular telecasting is Faker’ with Vonnie Conrad, Jolin 
- a by batteries of studio ing in the receivers, similar to the | 40" has been experimenting in fac- confined in this area to two °. Hewitt, Robert Brooks, ” Sid 
ae * file as General Electric and Westinghouse simile broadcasting since last winter. hours a week and that many Archer, dou ta ae Ralph Blane. 
=p. sudden surge in signal | set-ups at the N. Y. Fair and RCA at|. %- J. Rockell, Philip Konkle,| technical problems remain yet to May 12—Rosemary and Aldo Nadi, fencing 
strength, resulting in a flare-up of | the Frisco exposition. J. K. Duncan, M. W. Horrell and be solved before there is any giore, Helen i ye Red 
light in the picture. Entire variety show will be pro- James L. Hollis are engaged on job. possibility of chain telecasting Sendageene [ry Cherry, | Blanche 
E A D duced on the layout on Thursday jseomee peered eps recently ap- per Lohr, of NBC, has es- Crawford, a gg a + 
; nile ‘ a : : . , Dorothy Gish 
. A. Davies Now V.-P. | (15) evening by Marty Snyder. pointed coordinator of television and imated that it will be at least [+fay%si-Hanya Holm te 
Philedeinhi F Among those who have already ap- | ‘¢simile by James D. Shouse, gen-| five years before chain telecast- with Robert Baron, ‘Doris Towa, 
iladelphia, June 13. | peared on the visio screen are Tom | ©‘! manager of Crosley’s broadcast-} ng will be possible), we do not John | McEllen, Walter Roseméir, 
Reports current in Philly last| Mooney, who was a visitor to the |/"8 division. To groom WLW-WSAI feel apprehensive at the present Abrams, Jay and Lou Seiler, Judy, ' 
eg a bye Edward A. Davies | city; Chaney and Fox, dance duo; talent and engineers for television,| time of encroachment by tele- — and Zeke Canova, Nick 
WIP were y~ as sales manager of | Alexander Stoddard, superintendent | Shouse formed the Crosley Tele-| vision on the motion picture | May 17—BDST: Robert Rheinhart, magi- 
hh vere decisively answered by |of schools, and Lucky Teter, dare- | Vision Workshop Club, which dis- theatre. yma Fashion Show, Three 
nae — prez of the outlet. He/ devil driver. Lesson in science was | CUSS€S Problems at regular meetings ‘Naturally, as an important “The Smart Thine’ with Martha 
gt ga title of v.p. in charge| presented by the Institute on the|224 produces experimental pro-| Company in the amusement field, omeion Ned Wever, Burford 
Davies started at WIP i opening day, while the Academy of | 8™4™s- we cannot ignore the fact that | May 19-Bill Burns and his Canary Circus, 
- ; in 1922,/ Fine Arts conducted a class in por- television is now an actuality. Ann Miller. dancer; Clyde Hager, 
serving until 1932, when he became |traiture and clay modeling on The interests of the exhibitor Kidoolers: ‘Our’ Family’ with kane 
: , PS 2 , w nn 
— —— y! Bc Bamee' Falkner Wednesday, and the Academy of Carl Van Doren on WOR, is our own interest and our ef- Oiby, Grant Irwin, Phyliss Welsh, 
% a 4 . ar ras. 
— cow seboins the sta-| Natural Sciences @ class in natural| ‘Busman's Holiday’ weekly 30- forts to understand and keep | May 2—EDST: John Porterfield, Mation 
’ - history on Thursday. , , ’ abreast of developments in the Bishop's Marionettes, ' Mordkin 
minute sustainer of comment about! . field of television are t d Ballet, Hildegarde, ‘Likes and Dis- 
current books, films, the theatre, etc F owar likes’ with Margaret Callahan, 
Lux Season Ends July 10 with Carl Van Doren and John the end of protecting and co- Patccie ee, sonn =Bora® and 
Lux Radio Theatre will do its final DONALD MUNRO SAILS Mosher, preemed last night (fase. ordinating our joint interests.’ May 26—‘Game" Palmer. Se oa 
broadcast (CBS) of the current sea-| Donald Munro, BBC television ex-| day) over WOR-Mutual. _ Chantbene can an caemen, Laster 
wig = : : . ambers and Staplet Kent, 
son July 10. Series is scheduled to; ecutive, sailed last week on the| Morton Gould’s orchestra supplies} Fred Wood, gabber on the all Harris and Shaw, Merry, Macs 
return to the same spot on the same} Georgic for London. He spent a/the sandwiching and S. J. Perleman| night ‘Da Petre!’ chow eo Mary Brian, and ‘Louis,’ haire 
network Sept. 11. | month in New York with Gilbert the fi i . 5 ; gg ve call Se spe Hl ag WIP, | May 27—"The Faker’ wi rs Gr 
; was the first in a series of guests} Philly, doing his staying-up in the y Sim he Faker with Walter Grease, 
Will make its sixth consecutive Seldes of CBS. who will be interviewed about their tit : ou Maxine Stuart, Edwin Phillips, 
year. } Mrs. Munro ac ied viewed about their | daytime this week. He's on a va- Patricia’ Palmer. Robt. Brooks, 
° rs. 0 accompanied, work. cash to Maine, Rita Collins, John Hewitt, Loretta 
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TELEVISION—THAR SHE BLOWS’ 
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By Bob Landry 


In the six weeks since the New 
York World’s Fair and scheduled 
RCA-NBC telecasts both began, 
enough has happened to give Amer- 
ica at large some hint of what sky- 
pictures are like and to simultane- 
ously give to the trade and interested 
observers a clearer outline of the 
problem of establishing, exploiting 
and putting over the new medium. 

The problem is of infinite com- 
plexity. At the moment it appears 


7 





Television Firsts 


Ready to be ripped into by claim- 
ants armed with affidavits is the fol- 
lowing list of television ‘firsts’ as 
compiled, with his fingers crossed, by 
the master of the files: 

First president—Roosevelt. 

First governor—Lehman. 

First mayor—LaGuardia. 

First name band—Fred Waring. 

First juggler—Three Swifts. 








to demand the pouring in of funds 
with a lavishness that appalls the 
entrepreneurs. a 

The purchase of television sets in 


the metropolitan New York area has | 


been disappointing. Expectations ran 
to 5,000; less than 500 were sold. Any 
illusions of a quick click have been 
shattered. Television will presum- 
ably go along slowly and not only 
the transmission engineers will put 
in, as they freely state, ‘two years 
of agony’ but everybody else is go- 
ing to have to do the tall dome act 
in a big way. 
mand more skull practice, adroit 
planning and clever tactics than ra- 
dio, because the quickened tempo 
of entertainment, brought about by 
radio, has so enormously raised and 
widened the horizon of public ex- 
pectation and discrimination that 
television will be granted only a 
short infancy and few indulgences. 
It’s got to get professional and get 
that way fast. Or go back into lab- 
ratory seclusion and say 
please.’ It is pretty certain that the 
Radio Corp. of America, for one, 
will move the moon and Rockefeller 
Center first. 

Just now the back-seat drivers are 
enjoying themselves. But even con- 
fessing this .weakness in 
onlooker to know better than the 
actual burden-carriers what ought to 
be done, it does appear that tele- 
vision is now wholly under the 
domination of engineers and that 
this is what is hampering its enter- 
tainment technique which, in turn, is 
what is hampering the sales depart- 
ment. Here is a vicious circle and a 
first rate dilemma which won't be 
solved this weekend, this summer, 


«Or in this issue of VARIETY. 


Meanwhile the publicity campaign 
behind television is almost too much 
of a success. NBC presently collects 
55c. for its display television in a 
special adjunct to the usual 40c. tour 
of the radio premises. General 
Electric’s stunt demonstrations at 
the World’s Fair are so congested 
that nothing short of a stench bomb 
seems capable of making people 
leave the building so that other peo- 
ple can gain admittance. Philco has 
been rotating crews into various key 


ROSE BOWL 
SKY-PICTURE 
MAYBE 





Los Angeles, June 13. 


Rose Bowl game in Pasadena next 
New Year’s day may be the first 
big sport event to be televised by 
Don Lee’s W6XAO. Prexy Thomas 
Lee is trying to get an all-around 
approval for an experimental tele- 
cast and so far the enterprise is be- 
ing favorably received. Lee figures 
that by first of the year around 
2,000 sets would receive the game in 
the 40-mile radius. Currently under 
500 sets are picking up the Don Lee 
Visio programs. 

If football classic is okayed for 
televising, Harry Lubcke’s staff will 
bwild a transmitter on a hill over- 
looking the stadium. Full progress 
of the game would be beamed to the 
site, removirg necessity of W6XAO 
relay. Also planned for televising 
are Tournament of Rose parade and 
coronation of queen, events preced- 
ing the big game. 

Lee will try out the new 441-line 
equipment on the next picture pre- 
miere. Station will soon have port- 
able facilities to handle any kind of 
spot or special event. 

Radiator for W6XAO atop Mt. Lee, 
two and a half miles from Holly- 
wood and Vine, will be tallest tele- 
Vision antennae in the country, top- 
Ping in height Empire State build- 
ing, 
feet. 


Television will de- | 


‘excuse, | 


the mere | 


Mt. Lee has altitude of 1,700 | 


First film cartoon — ‘Donald’s 
Cousin Gus.’ 

First Broadway excerpt — ‘Mexi- 
; cana.’ 


First fencer—Nadi. 

First midgets—Paul Remos’ pair. 
First magician—Robert Reinhart. 
First tap dancer—Ann Miller. 
First harpist—Margert Brill. 

First colored sct—Buck & Bubbles. 
First ventriloquist—Bob Nellor. 


First comedy drunks—Frank and | 


Jean Huber. 
First skaters—Sun Valley show. 
First skiiers—Sun Valley show. 
First hillbilly—Judy Canova. 
| First composer—Richard Rodgers. 
| First King and Queen—George VI, 
Elizabeth. 








cities to give circuit demonstrations | 


and one firm, the American Televi- 
sion Corp., is frankly selling ‘con- 
trolled television’ displays as crowd- 
collectors for stores and other pub- 
lie places. _Dozens of retail estab- 
lishments in Gotham are equipped 
with RCA, DuMont or other sets and 
| are packed with curious people. The 
Waldorf-Astoria, the Ambassador 
and other swankeries have televi- 





clientele in their main restaurants. 
A Good Press 
Newspapers, having no sense of 
impending advertiser competition, 
have been generous with space. For- 
tune, the Saturday Evening Post and 
numerous other big magazines have 
gone the full route in ballyhoo for 
television. Some radio _ interests, 
notably Zenith, have sourly com- 
mented that radio sets were being 
hog-tied by all the television bally- 
hoo. To some extent the momentum 
| has threatened to get out of control. 
| Television seemingly needs a lot 
| more of nearly everything, including 
|time. If television were mathemat- 





ics, RCA would have to hire Albert 
Einstein. 

Television has three inter-related 
problems: one, improving the range 
and senstivity of its iconoscopes and 
the mobility of its equipment gener- 
ally; two, organizing and launching 
the business of selling sets; three, 
learning how to make the programs 
more interesting, dramatic and lively 
than, in the main, they have been. 

Variety, from its point of view, 
would naturally regard the third ele- 
ment as of transcendant importance, 
an importance that will increase with 
time whereas the purely transmission 
problems and the set-manufacturing 








sion sets for the amusement of their | 


and selling aspects should, once over 
|the first hurdles, become relatively 
simple. 

Television experience has already 
indicated quite clearly that the med- 
|ium will not, like radio, be able to 
|flourish by mere borrowing of peo- 
ple and ideas. Vaudeville may be 
ithe closest easily-adaptable existing 
‘art form’ for television. Vaudeville 
;and newsreel equivalents, viz, cur- 
| rent events, are, to date, the standard 
| staples of American television. Cer- 


|tainly the actuality, the prize fight, | 


,horse-race, civic occasion, etc. will 
pack a wallop over television any- 
bos smh and is likely to be the straw- 
berries and cream on the sky-pic- 
tures’ menu. But the day-by-day en- 
tertainment on the television of the 
future will need special television 
technique and planning. 

The British Broadcasting Corp. has 
undoubiedly piled up a lot of practi- 
cal showmanship experience which 
is still missing in the United States, 
|although RCA-NBC has telecast per- 
|haps 300 or more programs of one 
|sort or another. BBC with its sched- 
j}ule of two or more telecasts every 
| day as contrasted with the present 
| American average of two hours a 
|week naturally is the measure be- 
tween a smooth-running, relatively- 
intensive program schedule and a 
schedule hardly out of the engineer- 
ing demonstration class. Here, of 
course, it should be mentioned that 
there is a bit of difference between 
spending tax money and spending 
private capital. Also wages and un- 
j}ion conditions favor BBC as against 
| American television, 





British vs. American 
What is very popular in England 
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and unknown over here is the 90- 
minute play. Contrasting BBC tele- 
vision of last September with RCA- 
NBC television of this summer, it 
is evident that many differences 
exist. Some of these are mere 
idioscyncrisies of a nationalistic 
character. Others reflect qualitative 
contrasts. Unquestionably this im- 
pression is fully justified: the British 
have turned over television to 
trained program showmen, the 
Americans are not as advanced in 
that regard. 

The men concerned (in America) 
are working like slaves, are haunted 
by budgetary considerations, are, 
from very human necessity, obliged 
to see every detail by itself rather 
than the tout ensemble. The sheer 
importance of the engineer, the 
obvious need for team-work between 
directors and technicians, rather than 
autocratic exercise of individual 
judgment, the usual prerequisite of 
showmanship, all combine to express 
the equation in terms that cry out for 
six months, or longer, of suspended 
judgment on the actual results. But 
such considerations do not in any 
sense weaken the main thesis that 
the real problem of ielevision is 
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making it a good show, not to the 
admittedly-awed and impressed first- 
time viewer, but as the usual thing. 
| The thrill must not die with the 
| third program. 


SET MEN URGE 
FAST EXPANSION 
ON BBC. 


London, June 6. 

Radio manufacturers who recently 
undertook to indemnify British 
Broadcasting Corp. agairist any losses 
it might suffer by immediate exten- 
sion of television to the sticks are 
pressing the Postmaster-General, 
Major Tryon, to put down a station 
at Birmingham, which will be served 
from Alexandra Palace, London, by 
radio relay links. P.M.G. is averse 
to moving too fast, claiming BBC 
has not yet completed experiments 
to decide whether relays have it 
over a coaxial cable, but manufac- 
turers aver former would suit their 
book nicely. While a decision on 
which system to use does not interest 
them, they want rapid service, and 
would therefore foot the cost if BBC 
later decided the set-up would have 
to be scrapped in favor of cables. 

Cost of whole job is estimated at 
under $500,000, including main 
sender at Birmingham, which could 
be readily convertible for radio links 
or cable connection. 

C. O. Stanley, chairman of Radio 
Manufacturers Ass’n. television sub- 
committee, is to tour all key provin- 
cial cities to stimulate interest in 
extension of telecasting throughout 
the sticks. 


Install Coaxial Cable, 
But for Regular A.T.&T. 
Sending, Not Television 


Despite the absence of official)y— 
sanctioned television standards. 
Western Electric is going ahead with 
initial steps in laying coaxial cable. 
What is known as the Wisconsin- 
Minnesota route, the first in the 
U. S. for regular service, will be 
first under this setup, with three 
W. E. plants geared currently to 
turn out about 4,000 miles of the 
coaxial cable per year. 

This initial cable is not intended 
for television, however, but to han- 
die regular A. T. & T. communica- 
tions following approval of the pro- 
ject by the F.C.C. 

Coaxial is capable of handling 244 
phone calls at one time plus 500 tele- 
graph messages, printer telegraph, 
facsimile or any type of message 
needing only pulsations to operate. 


BBC’s Cricket Telecasts 


London, June 6. 

Cricket series, England versus 
West Indies, will be extensively tele- 
vized from June 24 to June 27. There 
will be a full three hours of the 
“ame daily. 

For good measure a night-time 
hashover will be added 
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For first time audiences see as well as hear—the 
President, a baseball game, a track meet, a 
heavyweight fight, Memorial Day parade, 6-day 
bike race, studio shows and other special features 


In one short and exciting month NBC Television has scored 
a whole series of “‘firsts.” The natural satisfaction which fe- 
sults from such accomplishments is but a small part of what 
has been gained during television’s first weeks. 





The important result has been the promise of greater things 
to come. The experience acquired in the first television broad- 
casts of baseball, track and a heavyweight fight, show that 
television can be definitely counted on to bring to the pub- 
lic a totally new kind of news and sports reporting. It has 
been made evident that special events of all kinds can be 
transmitted successfully by television. 


No claim to perfection 


Studio shows have also been put on with a quality that does 
credit to so young an art. 

The last thing that NBC wishes to suggest is that its tele- 
vision staff has attained perfection of technique. But it does 
feel that in the short time since it showed the President as 
he opened the New York World’s Fair on April 30, notable 
progress has been made, much has been learned, set owners 
have received interesting programs and the stage has been 
set for a brilliant future. 

Even to those closely associated with its development 
television has a certain mystery and fascination. NBC be- 
lieves that television is merely at the start of a great career 
of public service. It dedicates its resources to an earnest effort 4 
to extend the usefulness and service of television as rapidly 
and as widely as possibie. 


NATIONAL 
BROADCASTING 
COMPANY 


The World's Greatest Broadcasting System 
A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 




















noes. 





Wednesday, June 14, 1939 RADIO 


VARIETY 








MIDNIGHT COMEDY FLOP 
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wh TRIED IT 
TH FRED ALLEN 


Results as Tabulated Not 
Considered Worth Present- 
ing to Trade—Hour Not 
Deemed Favorable for 


Laugh Stuff 








DANCE MUSIC TOPS 


NBC has found that comedy shows | 
don’t make popular listening after 
midnight. The results of a survey 
on this score have proved so unfav- 
orable that the network has decided | 
not to prepare it for trade consump- 
tion. The test was conducted last | 
winter when for 13 weeks the mid- 
night rebroadcast of the Fred Allen- | 
show (Bristol-Myers) to the Coast | 
got simultaneous airing over WJZ, 
New York key for the NBC blue 
Jink. 

Data collected on checking listen- 
ership during the experimental run 
disclosed that the percentage wasn’t 
sufficient to make the survey worth 
publishing. Competition of name 
dance bands at this hour was much 
too strong. Allen gets his sponsored 
hearing in the New York area be- 
iween 9 and 10 p.m. over the red 
link’s key WEAF. 

NBC had an idea that it might be 
able to prove that there was a large 
audience interested in the repeat | 
broadcasts of some of the more popv- | 
jar variety commercials. People who | 
were at the theatre or elsewhere 
during the course of the regular | 
broadcast. Equipped with corobora- 
tive data, NBC would then have at- 
tempted to sell some of the sponsors 
in this category on the proposition of 
adding WJZ to their rebroadcast list. | 





Joe Thames Shot Dead 


Houston, June 13. 

Joe Thames, 24, known to Texas 
radio fans as Joe, the Banjo Boy, 
was shot to death here last week at | 
a tourist camp adjoining a night’ 
elub and cafe managed by Robert 
Ellison. 

After the shooting Ellison was held 
for questioning. 





JANSEN BACK FROM HAWAII | 
Seattle, June 13. 

Eddie Jansen from KGU, Hono- | 
lulu, is now promotion manager of; 
KOL. Before going to islands he | 
was commercial manager of KVI, 
Tacoma. 
Jansen’s job, according to Archie . 
Taft, is to pep up station and get 
business. 
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| news, weather reports, stock and| morning editor and legman. So-/| ments for its cause. Within an hour | 
| market quotations and guest speak-| ciety news is to be handled by/| after receiving confirmation of the | 





















WHP, Harrisburg, Peps Up| WH8’S NEW PERSONNEL 


en RA PERSONNEL G50) Worth of Spot Announcements At 


Harrisburg, Pa., June 13. MeQuigan on News Desk 
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WHP, Harrisburg, will boost its : . 
rates July 1, when, pending FCC Kansas City, June 13. | st inute a S$ fo top 0 acco ax ; 
approval, it will increase its day- Since advent of new setup in news | 
time power from 1,000 watts to 5,000 department at WHB two weeks ago, —_——__——— —— q 
watts and will at the same ‘time be- | Bob Caldwell, Jr., chief of bureau, | 
come a CBS basic optional station. | has made several staff additions. | St. Louis, June 13. | contracted for spots on KSD, 
Tests being made by McNary & | Gene Crum joins the staff as com-/ In a last-minute effort to arouse | KMOX, KWK and KXOK and be- i 
Chambers. | mentator in a full time assignment. | the natives against the pending ordi- | fore the day was over had broad- i 

In cooperation with the Pennsyl- | Previously Crum had free lanced on! nance which placed a 2c city tax | Cast 20 protests. The eleventh-hour a: 
vania Department of Agriculture, | Various local stations WHB op-! on each package of ciggies sold in radio bill was $500 and the next 4g 
the station will present a new farm | €rates only on daylight hours and | the city, the Tobacco Merchants’ As- | day Wednesday (7) the Board of ih 
program, either at mid-morning or Crum will continue his free lancing| sociation of the United States en- | Aldermen passed the ordinance by Big 
late afternoon, daily. The progre . | t night. listed the aid of the Thomas ‘W. | @ vote of 27 to 2. Hi 

| will carry agricultural bulletins and Cletus McQuigan takes desk as| Parry, Inc., to write spot announce- | 


The measure carries an emergency 
clause and will become effective im- 
mediately upon approval by Mayor 























| ers, Phyllis Sebree and Josephine Jobes.! order the Parry organiz-tion had! Bernard F. Dickmann. 
+ 
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CINCINNATI 
i 
JAMES D.SHOUSE a 
VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER 4 
June 7, 1939 


Ross Federal Research Corporation 
18 East Forty-eighth Street 
New York City 


Gentlemen: 


We understand thet you are receiving a number 
of requests for information concerning the | 
recent 118,920 call coincidental study made 4 
for us in twelve cities in our territory. 


Although we have distributed some twelve 
hundred detailed analyses based on this study 
showing the results not only in cities which 
we dominate but showing also the results in 
cities which we do not dominate, WE ARE VERY 
GLAD TO EXTEND TO YOU OUR PERMISSION TO ALLOW an 
AT ANY TIME A COMPLETE INSPECTION OF THE ENTIRE 
STUDY IN TABULATED FORM AND OF THE ORIGINAL 
CALL SHEETS PROVIDED SUCH INSPECTION IS SOUGHT 
BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF ANY ACCREDITED ADVER- 
TISING AGENCY OR ANY NATIONAL ADVERTISER. 





Sincerely, 


J. D. Shouse 
JDS:K ~ 
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INDUSTRY IN PREDICAMENT AS DX SKED 
PROCLAMATION EMBARRASSES COMMISH 








Radio May Win on Grounds of ‘Censorship’ and Pro- 
gram Dictatorship but Thereby Is on Spot with 
Powerful Washington Group 








verse censorship and outright viola- | 
tion of Section 326 of the Communi- | 
cations Act. While industry figures 

is shaping up over the tangle on cul- applauded the strongest demonstra- 

ture-goodwill building international} tion of backbone since NAB. was 

programs. Retreat by the FCC on! goat-glanded, the regulators con- 
Rule 42.03, requiring DX-ers to help| demned Miller’s wail as ‘arrogant 

the Roosevelt ‘good neighbor’ policy, | and ‘impertinent.’ . 

still is anticipated but bad feeling Motion to reconsider action on 
threatens to lead to a significant test | 42.03 was offered last week but lost | 
of strength, |in an angry welter of talk. Com- | 

Victory for the industry is gener- missioner T. A. M. Craven, who 
ally anticipated, despite Commish re- | Warned his colleagues last Apt il Ger | 
fusal last week to grant hearing | the proposal would cause serious re- | 
sought by NAB, but the price may | Percussions, sought to have the ap | 
be high. Revival of the idea of proval withdrawn pending furthe 
building a government broadcasting 
plant—which was thought buried 
when the privately-owned § short- 
wovers were allowed to solicit spon- 
sorship for their overseas programs 
—is viewed as a certain resuli of 
the tiff. 

Deep resentment toward the Ne- | 
ville Miller letter is felt at the FCC, | 
even though some of the resenters| + 
nana the Commish ought to suspend | Mish will deny the NAB request— 
application of the new regulation, | for the record—and probably will 
which has been condemned as re- | Order a hearing on ‘its own motion, 
| meanwhile suspending the effective- 
— |ness of the injunction to short- 
| wavers to fire only culture and good- 


| will-builders at their alien audiences. 
Needs Face-Saver 
What the Commish wants is a face- 


saver, If hearing is ordered in re- 
|sponse to the tartly-phrased Miller 
| letter, regulators fear they will be 
| denounced by the Congressional fac- 


Washington, June 13. 
Hottest tiff between the Federal 
Government and the radio industry 


second was forthcoming, the issue 
was side-stepped and the Law De- 
partment—which recommended a 
strategic retreat—was instructed to 
draft a reply to Miller along the lines | 
|of the debate. Motion to name one | 
of the resenters as the official | 
scripter was laid aside. 











| tion which always has yowled that 
| the FCC is a tool of the industry. At 
| the same time, however, they realize 
| that failure to go through the mo- 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES | tions, at least, will bring a brickbat 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. | barrage from the Republicans and 


other New Deal-haters, The latter 

Oh ist ae od ed ad P28, d8)s3, 8 Crowd has not been particularly vocal 

on the radio issue, but the attempt 

"\ TESTED SPOT 
99 


























BLANKET COVERAGE 


GEORGE WALSH ... WHAS again is able 
to offer George Walsh as sportscaster during 
the 1939 football season. Walsh has covered 
an average of 12 games each season for the 
past five years. His sportscasts have won the 
attention and sponsorship of numerous success- 
ful firms with nation-wide reputations, and 
have resulted in outstanding recognition of 
Walsh as one of the nation’s best qualified 
sportscasters, 


BIG 10, 
BIG 6, 
and 

BIG 13 
Schedules 
Available 


From Labor Day to New Years ... America 
Crowns Football King! Young and old alike, 
knows; plays; watches; LISTENS to the KING 
of Collegiate Sports! And in Kentuckiana 
those who listen to sports set their dials for 
WHAS, Louisville’s up-to-the-minute 50,000 
Watt Station. 


Nebraska vs. Indiana 
Vanderbilt ws. Kentucky 
Wisconsin vs. Indiana 
Georgia vs. Kentucky 


University of Lolusville vs. 
Centre 


Ohle State vs. Indiana 
Georgia Tech vs. Kentucky 
West Virginia vs. Kentucky 
Pardue va. Indiana 
Tennessec vs. Kentucky 





820 KILOCYCLES 


20,000 WATTS 


Owned and operated by the 
Toulsville Courier - Journal 
and Times. 


Prospects now are that the Com-| 


to specify what shall be DX-ed to 
foreign listeners is a ready-made 
cause which they unquestionably 
will take up. 

The Commish is bound to get 
tossed around no matter what hap- 
pens. And the industry probably 
will suffer a few wounds in the 
process. Two of the chief Senate 


NOW MONITOR ASKED 


FCC Wants More Up-to-Date Equip- 
ment te Check Broadcasters 








Washington, June 13, 


Construction of another observa- 
tion post to check’ on industry con- 
duct was advocated to Congress last 
week by the FCC. present plant at 
Hingham, Mass., is no longer suitable 
for monitoring the regular 550—1,600 
ke. broadcast band. Regulators want 
legislation authorizing them to build 
an up-to-date roost at a cost of 
$30,000, 


———— 





flame-throwers are getting their 
weapons ready, while a House bloc 
is organizing. 

Here’s the way the situation shapes 


up to more blase observers: If the | 


FCC does back-track and finally 
modifies the regulations in response 
to industry complaints, the inner 
circle group consisting of Undersec- 
retary of State Sumner Welles, Sec- 
retary of the Interior Harold L 
Ickes, FCC Commissioner George 
Henry Payne, and Dr. Leo Rowe of 
the Pan American Union, will argue 


| given an opportunity—refused to co- 
| operate’ in 


upholding democratic 
ideals and in countering fascist 
propaganda. They may be able to 
enlist President Roosevelt's 
backing for the Chavez bill, propos- 


ing erection of a government DX 
plant with call letters PAZ (the 
Spanish and Portuguest word for 


| peace’) which now is collecting cob- 
webs in the Senate. 

The State Department angle is im- 
| portant. Last year, it will be re- 
| called, Congress approved creation 
| of a Division of Cultural Relations, 
| which avowedly was to cultivate the 
Latin American republics. Before 
the new international radio regula- 
tions were adopted, the draft was 
submitted to the State Department 
for blue-penciling, with changes sug- 
gested by the diplomats being em- 
| bodied in the final draft. 
very substantial, but the revisions 
went farther than the FCC had gone 
in the direction of requiring interna- 
tional ticket-holders to assume the 
| responsibility of performing short- 
| wave missionary work. 
| If the FCC does not amend or 
| jettison the culture-goodwill orders, 





active | 


Nothing | 


Pastor, Himself on Air, 
| Raps Radio Influence 
On Church Attendance 


Spokane, June 13 
Religion via radio was rapped by 
| the Rev. C. K. Mahoney, pastor of 
| meeting of the congregations of six 








|churches of various denominations. | 
Ov ca eed: eae § ees Geek er ae | 
deliberation and a hearing. When no| that private broadcasters when | Religious services heard in the } | 
| vacy of home can never provide the 


| inspiration and communion of fel- 
|lowship found in public assembly, 
he declared. 

‘When Christian people begin for- 
saking assemblying for private prac- 
| tice of religion through the medium 
|of radio or any other way, the 
Christian religion is on the way out,’ 
he said. 

Many local churches, including 
his, broadcast services. The min- 
isterial association has unofficially 
discussed the effect of broadcasting 
on church attendance and resultant 
diminishing of financial support, 











ithe fuss also may boomerang. To 
some industry listeners, this idea is 
preposterous. But others take ihis 
slant: If the regulations are perpetu- 
ated in present form, some of the 
| licensees are likely to toss in the 
| towel, Protesting against the re- 
strictions and conditions. Then the 
New Deal cultivators can point an 
accusing finger, declaring the private 
operators declined to play ball and 
pleading that the government must 
take up the burden, 





Despite Pending Court Challenge FCC 
Still Sees Press-Ownership as Evil 





Washington, June 13, 


Despite the threat of more litiga- 
tion, the FCC last week persisted in 
going ahead with its plans to make 
the matter of newspaper affiliation 
the chief test of fitness for potential 
broadcasting license at almost the 
same moment another move was 
made in the lower court to force the 
regulators to issue a ticket in one 
of the numerous controversies which 
have been vehicles for judicial rep- 
rimands. 


By a five to one decision, the Com- 
mish dehied motion to cancel the 
hearing on requests for consent to 
the merger of WCBA and WSAN, 
Allentown, Pa., and establishment of 
a single full-time station to be con- 
trolled by the Allentown Call pro- 
prietors. The lone member favor- 
ing reconsideration was Commis- 
sioner T. A. M. Craven, who sev- 
eral weeks back issued a snarling 
dissent in which he complained his 
colleagues are presuming to exercise 
power they do not have. 


The mounting pile of court wor- 
ries was increased last week when 
the Hannibal (Mo.) Courier-Post 
asked for special relief to avoid an- 
other time-consuming hearing on its 
plea for a 1310 ke local outlet. 
Papers handed to the D. C. Court 
of Appeals showed the regulators in 
an exceedingly vulnerable spot, 
since they ordered further ventila- 
tion of the original ambitions of a 
rival company which since has 
tossed in the sponge. About the 
same issues as presented in the 
Pottsville (Pa.) case, but consider- 
ably stronger. Repeating his prior 
accusations, Eliot C. Lovett, counsel 
for both the Hannibal rag and the 
grieved Pottsville applicant, told the 
judges the Commish once more is 
snubbing the court and refusing to 
obey orders given in March when 
the former decision, denying the 
paper's plea, was reversed. 

Writs of prohibition and man- 
damus sought on behalf of the 





NATIONALLY REPRESENTED BY EDWARD PETRY & CO. | 


Courier Post, which has been fight- 
ing more than three years for a 


radio outlet. Lovett wants the court 
to enjoin the Commish from having 
a new hearing and to command issu- 
ance of the construction permit. He 
pointed out that the Court last 
March commented ‘the appellant has 
sustained the burden of proof that 
there is a public need for a local 
station in Hannibal’ and that no 
other grounds were cited for deny- 
ing the request. 
New Intervenor 

Latest order for another hearing, 
the court was told, brings in five 
other participants, including one 
(KWOS, Jefferson City) which pre- 
viously voiced no opposition to the 
Courier-Post’s plans. All of the 
other prospective plants mentioned 
in the hearing notice—at Jackson- 
ville, Ill, Clinton, Ia., and Burling- 
ton, Ia—have been suggested since 
the Courier-Post papers were dock- 
eted. Same is true of the frequency 
change request filed by WJBL, Deca- 
tur, Ill. and the power boost wanted 
by KWOS, 

‘The Commission intends to enter 
upon a reconsideration of the Cou- 
rier-Post application not upon the 
basis of the record as originally 
made and submitted to this Court 
and in accordance with the opinion 
of this Court filed herein on March 
6, 1939, but (a) in a consolidated 
hearing upon a comparative basis 
with a corporation (Hannibal Broad- 
casting Co.) which, instead of ap- 
pealing to this Court pursuant to the 
statute, abandoned its application 
and later actually dissolved and (b) 
with new issues of interference in- 
jected with stations proposed by 
pending applications filed after the 
record herein was made, the Ex- 
aminer’s Report issued, and argu- 
ment had before and the case sub- 
mitted to the Commission for de- 
cision,’ the paper’s counsel said. ‘No 
justification for such procedure is to 
be found in the decision of this 
Court, and if the same be counte- 
nanced it will make a mockery of 
the power explicitly vested in this 
Court to review orders of the Com- 
mission.’ 





Central Methodist church, at a mass | 
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WBNX OKAYED 
SANS HEARING 


Washington, Juna 13 

Without formal explanation, the 
FCC retreated again last week in its 
| Sapolio crusade and revoked ordergy 
for a hearing on the license renewal 
jplea of WBNX, New York City. 
Regular six-month ticket was forth. 
| coming when the regulators granted 
| petition for reconsideration, 

The station is one of those whi 
|}has been under scrutiny for some 
| time because of program complaints 
While no official charges have bee 
made, the investigation was aimed at 
Italian language broadcasts reputed 
including offensive language and 
condemned as unmoral. The ques- 
ition of Commish right to use the 
back-door method of punishing 
censees was raised during the discus- 
sion which preceded the somersauit 
but the airwave guardians refused 
the suggestion that complaints of 
this sort, if apparently having merit, 
should be referred to the Justice 
Department for punitive action via 
ithe courts and under the criminal 
features of the Communications Ac 
After being on the suspected list fo: 
a prolonged period, WBNX learned 
that the Commish probers reached 
| the conclusion it is doubtful whethe: 
there was any actual violation of the 
| statute, 

















for CKY, Winnipeg, out of hospita 
following appendicitis operation 


(I 


| 
| Harry Randall, continuity writer 
| 
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‘National Advertisers return to CFCF 
year after year because experience has 
proven that broadcast advertising ina 
Canada’s Metropolitan market can be 
done most economically and successfully 
through CFCF, 


CFCF’s renewals throughout the years 
are the testimonials that really count, 
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From New York to 


* |. Far ahead” 


“The Radio Directory is so far ahead of anything else in the field that 
you ought to feel amply repaid for all the work you've put into it. And 


please tell the boys to reserve the same space for CBS next year. 


—VICTOR M. RATNER, CBS, New York. 


" .. The most complete compilation” 

“I don't hesitate to say that I regard this as the most complete com- 
pilation of the sort that has ever been attempted. It should, and un- 
doubtedly will be the most used hand-book of general information in 


the broadcasting and amusement industries.” 


—E. C. MILLS, ASCAP, New York. 


“... Used to advantage” 
“The Radio Directory is a marvellous piece of work and can be used 
to advantage many, many times during the year.” 


—R. H. WHITE, NBC, Detroit. 


“...A world of information” 

‘I want to congratulate you on your Radio Directory. It is magnificent 
and certainly has a world of information. It is the almanac of our in- 
dustry and thoroughly done. Have an additional Directory sent to our 
sales department... and send the bill to me. I am tired of their borrow- 
ing our Directory all the time when we need it badly over here.” 


L. B. WILSON, WCKY, Cincinnati. 


. »» Valuable contribution” 
“We commend you for valuable contribution to the industry with this 


eplendid broadcasting compendium.” 
—ARTHUR B. CHURCH, KMBC, Kansas City. 


™“. . » Splendid results” 
“Our continual use of last year’s Directory produced splendid results 
in this particular department.” 
—ROBERTA DEANY. KSC], Sioux City. 


.-. A real necessity” 

“I might say that already on many occasions this Directery has proven 
itself to be of real necessity, and we don’t have to tell you that the in- 
formation contained therein will be of great assistance to us.” 
—FRANK E. FLEMING, CFAC, Calgary. 


“. .. Splendid job” 

“We hardly need to tell you how much we have come to depend on 
the Variety Radio Directory as a reference, and you are to be congraiu- 
lated on the splendid job you are putting over from year to year.” 

—HENRY C. PUTNAM, KGMB, Honolulu. 


“.. . Volume is comprehensive 


: : tla, . ~} x { asp) 
“We have been fortunate in having recently purchased a copy of your 


second annual edition of Variety Radio Directory. To say the volume is 


tating the case, especially in view of our own 


comprehensive is unders 
lack of contact with American broadcasting.” 
—R. C. PHILLIPS, XMHC, Shanghai. 


Shanghai.... 


Variety 
Radio 
Directory 


gets enthusiastic and unstinted 
praise. And more important to 
those stations and artists who 
advertise—the Radio Directory 
is USED. 


Advertising Rates 


‘(1939-40 edition) 


See i. eae t idee $175 
ss oc cides. : 90 
Quarter page............ — 
Bleed, per page, extra..... 25 


Color, per page, extra..... 25 


(These rates are net) 


Advertising forms on the 3rd 
annual (1939-40) edition close 
soon. Send your space reserva- 
tion and copy to your nearest 
Variety office. 


NEW YORK 
154 West 46th Street 


CHICAGO 
54 West Randolph Street 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 North Vine Street 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s Place 
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By ROBERT McDONOUGH 


Portland, Me., June 13. 
The BBC’s coverage of the U. S. 


visit of King George and Queen Eliza- | 


beth (as heard via shortwave), was 
lacking in the extravagant adjective- 
slinging that marked American han- 
dling of the various ceremonies. And 
this perhaps for diplomatic reasons. 
The arrival in Washington on Thurs- 
day (8) was taken from NBC and 
CBS, with the former furnishing the 
opener, but fading into CBS when 
Bob Trout took over. It was curious, 
but the BBC home announcer gave 
full credit to CBS, which 
was carried over into four subse- 
quent re-airings on Empire waves. 

Friday found the BBC limiting it- 
self to a ten-minute chatter period 
by Richard Dindleby, staff ‘ob- 
server’ who had accompanied party, 
keyed into news. Dindleby got ef- 
fects by understatement laying off 
all wild tributes to sovereigns. 
Saturday’s New York arrival was 
elaborately covered by BBC and 
CBC jointly, with Felix Greene, 
Broadcasting House’s N. Y. rep., arm- 
chairing it from Radio City. Dindle- 
by, at Battery Park, stressed the 
democratic qualities of the welcome, 
and seemed to see more to talk about 
in his surroundings than in the 
Royal Party, while Bob Bowman 


(CBC), ensconced in a solarium on} 
couldn’t have} 


Central Park West, 
done a better job for the town if his 
script had been written by the 


mistake | 


Mayor’s secretary, as witness his | 
thrice-repeated remark that 1,000,000 | 


| school kids lined the Park’s boule- | 


vards (‘one-tenth of the population 
of Canada’). Another BBC staff | 
man, in Thomas E. Dewey’s apart- 
ment on Central Park East, watched | 
the mob for .eart-throb items, fin- | 
ally hitting upon a shoeshine young- | 
ster whom he followed with binocu- | 
lars during most of his time on the 
air, describing how the boy waved 
his brushes over the heads of the} 
crowd that was cutting off his view 
of the passing celebs. | 
Alistair Cooke, also taken by NBC, 
was atop a warehouse near the Man- | 
| hattan end of the Triboro Bridge. | 
| Cooke described the Dead End as- | 
pects of his spot, the ‘colorful’ dress | 
|of the foreign-born inhabitants of | 
| nearby streets, the used-car bistros, 
| hardly taking his eyes off these to} 
delineate the Royal Passage. 
At 12:10 Greene wound up the pe- | 
riod with another tribute to the city, 
switching controls back to London | 
for a_ sleepy session of County 
Cricket—and this while the Ameri- | 
can webmen were continuing from 
Flushing Meadows, choking the 
lines with superlatives, racking their 
brains for untarnished synonyms for 
‘dignified,’ ‘gracious, and ‘powder 
blue.’ 





KCKN, Kansas City (Kans.) now 
has George Engleter as program 
director. 











@WKY’s Aunt Susan has definitely established herself as 
the top-ranking personality among Oklahoma housewives, 
Her quarter-hour, oldest regular feature on the station, 
began in 1928 when the Oklahoma Publishing Company 
acquired WKY, and has remained one of the most listened- 
to daytime features ever since, 

Oklahoma women know Aunt Susan intimately; 47,700 
have visited her elaborately equipped studio-kitchen; 
176,000 have attended her annual Cooking School. 

And so, Aunt Susan’s daily quarter-hour has become a 
chatty, friend-to-friend get-together without equal on the 
air today ... a program that moves merchandise for spon- 
sors through its sincerity and helpfulness. 


way .lihoma City 


NBC AFFILIATE * 


900 KILOCYCLES 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO, 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, 


INC, 


| tros. 
| smart 


| vocalist of the week. 


Sunday, 9 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 


In previous years when the Ford 
symphony folded for the summer the 
account would call a vacation. With 
the CBS new summer policy being 


brushed canvass of yesteryear mo- 
tion picture exploitation, in a “uester 
on ‘We, the People.’ Crandall’s 
sketches included one about planting 
a 30-foot wooden whale on Pike’s 
Peak as ballyhoo for ‘Down to the 
Sea in Ships’ and another about in- 





what it is, Ford has elected to install 
a franchise holder. While top per- | 
sonalities in the cast are well known | 
to radio listeners the program 
(geared something along the lines 
of an ‘American Album of Familiar 
Music’) is reminiscent of network 
standards of the early 30’s. It’s slug- 
gishly paced, the items are haphaz- 
ardly jumbled and the dialog that 
cues into the sales copy couldn't be 


|much more awkward. 


Musically the show is in exvert 
hands. There’s James Melton, whose 
tenor voice is thoroughly listenable. 
Th: other vocal regular is Francia 
Vhite, lyric soprano, while behind 
the baton there’s Don Voorhees, who 
rates among radio’s freelance maes- | 

Their repertoire reflects aj} 

insight into the standard | 
works of American creation that still 


hold popular favor, wrth tunes that 
have become the folklore of the 


country mixed among the excerpts 
from musical comedy and operetta. 

Tin Pan Alley’s current output 
gets a hearing through the guest 


Audrey Marsh 
filled this spot on the opening stanza. 
Her throaty crooning provided a 
highly pleasant interlude, but it 
would have been far better routin- 
ing if she hadn't been slipped in im- 
mediately after a number by the 
sparkling-voiced Miss White. 

Other vocal recruits of the occa- 
sion were a mixed chorus of 14, 
which hit it off best in the ‘Floro- 
dora Sextet,’ and the Dixie Eight, | 
amateur specialists in Negro spirit- | 
uals. The octet are employees in | 
Ford’s Rouge Plant. Their initial 
performance sufficed to make them 
worthy of a regular spot on the} 
series. 

In place of the propaganda ser- 
mons of W. J. Cameron the summer 
series offers the dull gushings of one 
billed as the Rouge Reporter. It’s 
the latter’s task to deliver a five- 
minute diapason on the _ idyllic 
beauty to be found among the 
smoke-stacked castles of brick that 
line the River Rouge and its basin. 
He explained on the introductory in- 
stallation that from time to time he | 
will bring to the mike executives 
and underlings in the Ford plant to 
tell their workaday stories. The 
Rouge Reporter might also bring 
along an editor for his copy. 

While the symphony series main- 
tained an institutional policy, this 
one plunges into the business of 
selling Ford cars, and with a ven- 
geance. The vlugs are long. Sadly 
missing fire are the bits of dialog 
that lead into the announcer’s de- 
livery of the sales copy. Melton, who 
doubles as m.c., is the patsy for this 
lead-on vatter. 

Program originates from the ro- 
tunda of Ford’s River Rouge layout 
in Michigan. Odec. 





BENAY VENUTA 

with Ernie Fio-Rito orchestra 

30 Mins-local 

DR. BROWN’S CEL-RAY 

Monday, 3:30 p. m. 

WOR, New York 
(Gumbinner) 


This is the companion piece, for 
adults, to the same sponsor’s new 
‘Name it and take it’ novelty, for 
kids. The latter is on WJZ Friday 
late afternoon. The WOR program 


8:30.’ 

Program is a routine singer and 
orchestra session from the WOR list. 
It happens to be the forceful person- 
ality of Benay Venuta and the smart- 
ly-orchestrated music of Ernie Fio- 
Rita. It’s the kind of entertainment 
that it is commonly considered light 
enough for summer, cheap enouzh 
for an experiment, and _ sure-fire 
enough always to gather at least a 
minimum audience. 

The program includes a guest. For 
the getaway it was Eddie Duchin 
who spoke a bit and played the piano 
a bit. Here and there the program 
attempted, via continuity, to inject 
some sophistication and distinctiye 
character. This outer shell proved 
porous Once or twice the verbiage 
verged to silliness and redundance. 


|on 
| Honor was peeved on learning that 
|he had 


bears the log-listing ‘ Mondays at| 


ducing mayor of New York to pro- 
claim a ‘Hush Week.’ This, by de- 
sign, coincided with the opening of a 
Clara Kimball Young feature, ‘Hush,’ 
Broadway. Admitted that His 


been ‘hooked,’ and Crandall 
said he couldn’t blame him. 

After mentioning other bizarre at- 
tention-grabbing stunts, Baltimorean 


stated he now handles publicity for | 


chambers of commerce and business 
organizations. Also, that nev’ policy 
is ‘to give the public the facts and let 
it decide ‘or itself.’ 

Joan Edwards was present to sing 
a nun.ber by a spare-time composer 
and sent to her for air introduction. 
Composer told how he had written it 
as a tribute to his wife, etc. Miss 
Edwards gave a zippy interpretation, 
Lut sounded more like a specialty 
than a mass pop—tempo too fast, for 
one thing. Closer on ‘We, the Peo- 
ple,’ was a Philadelphia woman 


this program, although with what 


| results is a question. 


For a change, no nonagenarian 


| gave one of those painfully halting | 


readings which suggest the need for 
forming a radio anti-cruelty to old 
people league. 


Nellie Revell and Colonel Stoop- 
nagle 





were show business rep- 
resentatives on ‘Hobby Lobby’ re- 
cently. Miss Revell, who said her 


hobby was collecting something in 
the way of an experience from every 
persons she meets, did an effective 
story-telling stint. One yarn dealt 


| with Will Rogers’ first appearance at 


the old Olympic theatre, Chicago 
(for which Miss Revell was p.aa.), 
and the manager’s comment, ‘that 
cowboy would be all right if he cut 
out the gab.’ 

Stoopnagle’s whacky, exaggerated 
comedy contribution kept the stu- 
dio audience laughing. Parts of it 
were not too funny via loudspeaker. 


Elsa Maxwell impressed as a 
typical life-of-the-party individual, 
in telling how to throw them on ‘In- 

(Continued on page 42) 





ap- | 
| pealing for return of her kidnapped 
| boy—type of thins not infrequent on 


Holmes O’Riordan’s book on Irish 
patriotism made rather dull listen. 
ing. Well acted, but punchless ex. 
cept for the final few minutes. More 
| could have been done with the docu- 
ment that has been labeled the ‘His- 
| tory of Ireland in one act.’ 

That appendage is descriptive, 
Tale relates of a band of rebels in 
11793 who are on the lam from the 





English. Program clearly shot home 
the do-or-die feeling of the revolt- 
}ers, and Irish stubbornness had its 
innings in the repeated assertions 


| that the last meeting with the Eng- 
lish was a glorious victory when in 


reality the ‘victorious’ had been 
checked. 
Script, adapted by Maurice N., 


O’Brien, spent almost the entire 30 
mins. offering drawn out bickering 
between the characters Over various 
subjects. Before time ran out the 
English caught up and the story took 
l'on some significance. Young piper 
lof the band was killed and cere- 
|monies by his enemies over his re- 
| mains and burial were the only rec- 
|!ommendation. Midway said young 
| piper piped a pep song of the period. 

Dialog was rife with Irish brogues 
as thick as a fog which made some 
|of the lines undistinguishable. 
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| 17967 listeners asked for 
aTalent Folder ? Where? 





letters 


turing 


1,419 





The song jingle with pauses for au- 
dience cooperation did not quite 
stand up as worth the bother. Bottle 
cap routine that was cleverly woven 
into the kid stanza is rather adrift in 
this case, if it is appropriate to an 
adult show at all. 

What the program needs is tighter 
editing. No outer shell at all would 


tangies itself up with pointless con- 
versation. People can’t get sore at 
good music and hot singing. They 
can be irritated by gab that sets out 
to be smart and either loses its nerve 
© misses the target. Land 





Woodrow Hattic, former program 
director of WJBO, Baton Rouge, has 








been appointed director of agricul- 
ture of radio station WWL, New Or- 
leans. Main assignment will be con- 
ducting farmer’s program from 6 





be preferable to a ‘motif’ that merely | 


* And, of course, you 
can buy WMT in 
combination with 


_WNAX and KSO or And the interest in WMT and wnt 
programming. 


you in 


KRNT at an excep- 


Being 
tionally low 


rate, 


* 


station 


West. 





from Minnesota. 
idea of the concentration WMT gives 
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Last year, we received hundreds of 


asking what Toby and Susie 


look like—how many there are in Les 
Hartman’s 
makes the Cedar Valley Hillbillies go 
’round—and so on. 

So in January we printed a folder pic- 


German Band — what 


a number of the WMT gang. 


For seven days the folder was plugged 
three times a day. 
21 plugs. And the response? 17,967 
requests piled into the station. 13,715 
were from Iowa, 1,547 from Illinois, 


That’s a total of 


from Wisconsin and 1,021 
That gives you an 


Eastern Iowa, Western Illinois, 


Southwestern Wisconsin and South- 
ern Minnesota. 


the only station in Eastern 


Iowa with 5,000 watts day and 1,000 
watts night power, plus a frequency 
of 600 k.c., WMT is the “of course” 


when you’re selling the Middle 


Cedar Rapids-Waterloo > 600 Kiloeycles 
NBC Blue -MBS + 5000 Watts LS. + 1000 Watts Night 
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a.m, to 7 a.m. daily except Sunday. 
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‘NIGHT CLUB REVU 
Rg Frank and Jean Huber, Bob) 
Nellor, Ela Logan, Charles Carrer, | 
Buck and Bubbles, Jee Jackson, Jr. 
Eight Califernia Jitterbugs 
Friday, 8:30 p. m. 
RCA-NBC, New Yorh 
By theatrical booking standards 
this was an excellent array (9) of 
first-rate and largely sure-fire acts. 
The Hubers are a knockabout team 
drunks who regularly 
wow ’em in vaudeville. Bob Nellor 
is a smart ventriloquist, Charles 
Carrer a slick juggler Ella Logan 
ng-scorcher, Buck and Bub- 
of the reliab] of the negro 
Joe Jackson, Jr 
is international entertain- 


is comedy bike. 


of comedy 





IS a Va 
bles one 
i of the profesh. 


ena O02 

coinage on h 
All of this talent was presented 
with a few 


oo ae re ae 
in a nignt ciuo setting, 
P ¢ 


‘syests’ at tables for atmosphere. 
Each turn performed as it regu- 
larly performs in ts usual 


medium. Each did okay, although 
some, by the nature of team work, 
had a photogenic edge. What the 
program in full conveyed anew was 
the giant and unsolved problem of 


s. »wmanship. Television may use 
ingredients out of vaudeville and 
night clubs and so on, but straight- 


4 
without 


getting 


away borrowing 
adaption isnt 


sults. 


creative 


, 
Ciear-cult re- 


As with most of the programs tele- 
cast, however, the problem is so 
great that critical comment seems 
over-harsh if not premature. The 
engineers are trying hard and the 
actors are obviously being cooked 


alive under ghastly-hot banks of 
lights. Everybody is feeling his 


way. Comment is largely a matter 
for news-reporting rather than de- 
tailed show-criticizing. Hobe. 





GEORGE VI AT THE FAIR 
Saturday, June 106, 1939 
RCA-NBC, New York 


Spotlight advertisements in the 
New York dailies Saturday morning 
urged the public to hasten to nearby 
retail stores and see the King and 
Queen of England on television. To 
the public, to the dealers, and to 
RCA-NBC, the event proved a sorry 
disappointment for tie following 
reasons: 


1. The skies were overcast most 
of the time with rain spatterings. 
2. The iconoscope was a block and 


}  —-— 
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a half away from the 
Queen when they did arrive. 

3. The motorcade was extremely 
late and the review of the troops 
which might have been photogenic 


| was eliminated. 


4. There was 35 minutes of stage 
wait rendered dull and drab by 
weather conditions, the immobility 
of the iconoscope, the rigid etiquette 


of the occasion that kept all com- | 


mentary within prescribed themes. 
The NBC announcer, Nobles, must 
have worn his imagination thin try- 


ing to fillin. Inevitably it was repe- 

tus comment. With little support 
or variation from the camera and a 
ad let-down when the moment of 


tually arrived the program 


‘t of the expected thrill 
Television quite frankly did not 
ww the King and Queen at all, bi 
S e specks the background. Bu 
later n the after-Incheon stanza 
the results were somewhat better. 


Land. 


BERT LYTELL 

‘The Valiant’ with Flora Campbell, 
Al Webster, Lionel Adams, Arthur 
Maitland, Joseph Smiley 

30 Mins., Wednesday, 8:30 p. m. 

NBC-RCA, New York 


NBC television proved last 


Wednesday night (7) that given the 
right script and some skilled players 
it can deliver potent dramatic fare 


The script was the old vaudeville 
standby, ‘The Valiant,’ and the two 
performers largely responsible for 
investing the half hour with a high 
quality of entertainment were Bert 
Lytell and Flora Campbell. The tele- 
vision version left nothing wanting 
in the matter of mood-pitching, 
smooth story-telling and emotional 
pull. 

With Lyteil the script was prac- 
tically an alter ego, since he has 
played it off and on for years, but it 
was the first time that he had done it 
before the electric eye. Lytell in- 
troduced ‘The Valiant’ in vaudeville 
over 16 years ago, and the work, au- 


thored by Holworthy Hall and Rob- | 


ert Middlemas, has been filmed 
(Warner Bros.) and heard numerous 
times in radio. 

Lytell’s was a clean-cut and self- 
assured job. There was no tendency 
to overstress his lines or overmug 
Lytell 
took each situation in easy stride. He 
photographed well cnouz . but, be- 
cause of the lighting limitations that 


pushing up sales charts on Alka- 
Seltzer. Hvosier Hot Shots. male 
song-instrumental group who work 
with Pat Barrett et al. on National 

Barn Dance, zip through two num- 
; bers; remainder of time is devoted 
to plugging. 

Hot Shots are hardly for the so- 
phisticates or rug cutters, being on 
the cobby side. However, they do 
their stuff well. One spot is for a 











song, with instrumental background. 
while the other is for ensemble play- 
ng Second of s ls "epe > 

+ on 1 ters ertising . ; 
_ 

lation an f re ana alt 

mentions Hot Shots as part of A-S 
Barn Dance Jaco 
le me ry sti] hac ¢ ntend 
with, his best breaks om e to- 
electric cells came with the 
and the intimate closeups 

In Miss Campbell Lytell da 


happy case of co-casting. While the 


i nos*ope couid ve € 
kindly to her. she wove a dis 
sense of ingenue charm and 


into the part cof the doomed p 
er’s sister That natural |] 


= | + > " a 
plaintiverness in her voice 





Simpie for this aciress to giv ne 
cenes betwee! them plenty of 
Others in the cast filled the re- 


quirements capably, even though a 
couple of them did no little fumbling 
of their lines. Al Webster played the 
| warden, Lionel Adams the prison 
chaplain, Arthur Maitland, the gov- 
ernor, and Joseph Smiley, the prison 
guard. 

While most of the 
place in the warden’s 


action took 
office, the 


scene shifted on a couple occasions | 


to a room in the governor’s manion 
where the girl vas shown pleading 
for an opportunity to interview the 
condemned 
whether she couldn't break down the 
wall of mysterious identity that he 
had built around himself. The fade 
technique indicated much room for 
| improvement. 

The play as a whole was nicely 
paced and the general results dis- 
| closed that tremendous progress had 
| been made by the medium in broad- 


| casting drama within the past year, | 


or that occasion just about a year 
ago when NBC televised an excerpt 
| from ‘Susan and God’ with Gertrude 
Lawrence in the star part. Odec. 





murderer and see | 


though given some publicity it had 
ino names, announcer covering that 
by explaining that interviews would 
be had thrice weekly with “knowns 
and unknowns’ of the legit 

Announcer also said the b s 
were in the ‘interest of the living 
theatre,” more important this 
mer because of the World's air. 

videntl unaware of the 
from the Fair's 
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Entertainer exp 1 t 
manner of picking up radio stand- 
outs for the purpose of impersonat- 
ing in the Rogues act. explaining 
that such impressions must be tem- 


pered with comedy for stage useage 


Bits of Amos and Andy and W. C 
Fields were vel DY Holly d 
. / 

¥ € \{ W 
waitz, announcer, recalling the open- 


ing of that show at the New Amster! 
dam, with mention of the other suc- 
cesses playing at the time. He asked 
listeners te send in the titles of old 
hits they remembered 

Program is promotional It was 
suggested by the municipally owned 
station last winter, but the idea was 
dropped because of difficulties in 
| getting permission to use players in 
then current attractions without pay. 
| League of New York Theatres, how- 
ever, decided to accept the proffer 
and present programs which will not 
require concessions by Equity or 
other professional groups. Whether 
the broadcasts will help attendance 
at this time is questionable but the 
managers are hopeful of working out 
that type of publicity and expect to 
eventually buy radio time. Ibee, 





WCAE, Pittsburgh, staff tossed a 
party last week for station manager 
Leonard Kapner on his ninth anni- 
| versary there. 


} 
HOOSIER HOT SHOTS ‘VOICE OF THE THEATRE’ “MIDNIGHT DANCING PARTY’ 
— | Breadway Comment With Clark Alexander 
Mins. ? /15 Mims.; Lecal Twe Hours—Lecal 
agg agen | a = 'JACKSON BREWING CO. 
y. & . mm. -W-F, 6:30 p.m. Nightly, 12-2 a.m. 
| WGY, ace WNYC, New York WBNO, New Orleans 
| These briefies, heard at 8:40 a. m. Opening aaa = oom ~~ Not devoted strictly to dance 
King and!should contribute their share in| W@S mot caretully picparced. “\*. music, as title suggests, this early 


morning piece is one of the most un- 
usual programs aired in Deep South, 
‘You Never Know What Is 
Oing to Happen. Alexander pre- 


pares no program in advance, but 
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‘OF SHIPS AND MEN’ 
With Alec Baird 
Sustaining 

15 Mins.—Leocal 
Saturday, 9 p.m. 
CFCF, Mentreal 


. fH + ? } : i. } > 
First effort in local radio to drama- 


tize the comings and goings of ships, 
added to comment on the colorful 
personalities of the men who sail 
them, was conceived by Vic Neilsen, 
manager of CFCF, and routined by 
J. A. Shaw, program director. It’s 
a distinct departure from routine 
marine coverage. And in a town 
which boasts one of the greatest 
ports in the world (16,000,000 tons 
of cargo last year) it’s a natural for 
the average listener because of the 


| vast, intriguing source of material 


available. 

Alec Baird, the narrator, has 
likeable delivery with a faint Scot- 
tish accent which gives the impres- 
sion of a retired sea captain as the 
talker. Material is based on real 
life stories of adventure at sea 
picked up on the local waterfront in 


|interviews with seamen either on 


active duty or retired. 
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a little soft music, please ..- 
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| total of evening Coa 


Z AND GENTLEM EN ... now, before 
you see the unbelievable... 
at of strength which, for the 
di audiences the 


and breadth of the Pacific Coast.. 


ach brawny Net grips in a vise the 
hold a ponderous weight. There are 0 
concealed wires, springs OF mirrors Lg | 

e you. Each Net carries his share of the 
st-to-Coast commercial 





| quarter-hours for the first five months of 1939. 
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COLUMBIA BROADCASTING Sysy 
e 


hc Netwosf, 


Mr. CBS... 


noticed, is the husky who packs the 


| biggest load. And believe us, radio 
| audiences on the Coast know it! 
| 


That's why, if you want to gain the 


advantage of an enormous, ready- 


made audience in West 


Coast urban and rural 


sections... you'll let 


CBS, mightiest of the 


your show. 


“4 Flying Nets,” put on 


COLUMBIA SQUARE-~-HOLLYWOOD 
PALACE HOTEL - SAN FRANCISCO 
REPRESENTED BY RADIO SALES 
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~ UNVARNISHED COVERAGE FOR KING’S 
VISIT: WAS TOUGH ON RADIO EVENTSMEN 








No Worm’s-eye View or Other Bizarre Tactics Per- 
mitted—NBC’s Perspicuity Boys Heart-Broken 
by ‘Hysterical’ Comment—Other Angles 





Washington, June 13. 


the subsequent parade to the Capitol 


Greatest headache in Washington| and through the downtown section 
radio history was relieved Friday | to the White House. Some stumbling 
(9), as King George VI and Queen| over the color and texture of the 
Elizabeth left the Capital for New| Queen’s gown by male announcers, 
York to an accompaniment of sighs, who thought the silk was ‘velvet’ 


prayers of thanksgiving and general | 


congratulations among local industry 
people. Whipped up by weeks of 
anxious waiting, representatives of 
three networks—CBS, NBC and Mu- 
tual—finally threw over plans for 
the usual prolonged ballyhoo. Con- 
tented themselves with a half-hour 
broadcast of the actual royal arrival, 
plus leisurely accounts of major 
events—either from a spot conveni- 
ently located to the well-guarded go- 
ings-on, or back at the studio, where 
eye-witness accounts were ham- 
mered into shape with all details. 
Peek-and-run tactics employed by 
all three webs, with the handful of 
privileged mike-men who were ad- 
mitted to the royal shindig taking a 
quick gander at their Majesties and 
lamming to the nearest microphone. 


Reaction to the Washington radio 
coverage of the King and Queen 
generally favorable, but studio ex- 
€cs and announcers had their bad 
moments. Most panicky was NBC— 
following squawks from New. York 
headquarters that the broadcast of 
the arrival and parade was too ‘hys- 
terical’ to suit the head men. Feath- 
ers were smoothed down, however, 
after numerous playings of the tran- 
scription, and comment from knob- 
twiddlers showed that the program 
had been handled in typical Ameri- 
can one-two-one-two fashion. 

WJSV, Columbia transmitter, and 
WOR, Mutual, pulled their punches 
and contented themselves with a 
straightaway description of the meet- 
ing of the British Rulers with the 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt and 
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and variously described the dress as ies at 


blue and gray—but Queen Elizabeth 
was to blame on this one, as she 
abandoned plans to wear a prede- 
scribed blue woolen outfit on ac- 
count of the terrific Washington 
heat. 

Most noticeable to Washington ob- 
servers was the lack of daffodil tac- 
tics which usually highlight Inaugu- 
ration parades and other Capital 
celebrations. State Department, Bri- 
tish Embassy, Secret Service, Scot- 
land Yard and other cautious m.c.’s 
of the jubilee stepped hard on origi- 
nal plans to dress up announcers in 
military fashion and permit broad- 
casts from army tanks, etc. No glass 
covered man-holes on the parade 
route, either, for the worm’s-eye de- 
scription of the parade, which char- 
acterized the 1937 Inauguration, 

Took Red-Tape Graciously 

Radio, motion pictures and the 
press submitted more gracefully than 
had been anticipated to shackles of 
red-tape, which kept them well out 
of the picture during most of the 
royal visit. Transmitter engineers 
set up their equipment early in the 
morning at the station, with WOL 
the early bird (6 a.m.) getting the 
best position. WRC-WMAL, the 
NBC twins, gave their announcers 
carefully worked-out script with 
touches of histurical comment, little 
known facts about British customs, 
etc., interpolated in the broadcasts. 
Others ad libbed. 

Aspirins were passed when the 
pilot train, bearing approximately 
400 radio and newsmen, arrived 
eight minutes after the King and 
Queen had stepped off the royal 
flyer. Chief tragedy occurred when 
NBC’s George Hicks sent New York 
headquarters into a tailspin by fail- 
ing to arrive in time for the initial 
spiel. 

Intense heat, keeping up during 
the entire royal sojourn contributed 
to general discomfort of those cov- 
| ering the parade. Some tempers sore- 
ly tried by uncomfortable and in- 
convenient circumstances surround- 
ing each broadcast, but royalty was 
generally forgiven for the stand- 
offishness when the extent of pre- 
cautions to guard Their Majesties 
was realized. Grumbles practically 
indistinguishable, compared with the 
agonized shrieks emitted by radio, 
press and newsreels, coupla weeks 
ago, when it was first discovered that 
a ‘mustn’t touch’ attitude had been 
a by officials handling the 
visit. 





Kudos te D. C. Nukers 
Considerable kudos were handed 
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the Washington stations for a gen- 
| erally comprehensive and factual ac- 
count of the proceedings. Top-notch- 
| ers who received the coveted but 
dreaded assignment included: 

Bud Barry, Bryson Rash, Don 
| Gardner and Bill McAndrews, of 
NBC, with presidential announcer 
Carleton Smith and news com- 
mentator Hjalmar Baukhage han- 


| dling some of the high spots. George 
















Direction 
LORD & THOMAS 
Management 
ED WOLF 
RKO Bidg., New York 


OVURT ORDER 
Her Honon, Nancy ives 
By HERBERT LITTLE, Jr.. 
and DAVID VICTOR 
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Booking covers broadcasts of dance 


every evening in the year between 
midnight and 12:30 a.m. 


have booked Radio Normandy time 


Hicks, arriving late on the pilot 
train, was in time for some post- 
poned comment. 

Columbia's crew included Bob 
Trout, now with the New York spe- 
cial events department, John Charles 
Daly, Reginald Allen, Joe King and 
Warren Sweeney. Mutual’s Walter 
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Comment 





(Continued from page 40) 





side Story’ program over NBC blue 
from Chicago. Miss Maxwell regis- 
tered a brisk, up and at ’em person- 
ality. Talk sprinkled with names 
like Bea Lillie, Gertrude Lawrence 
and Noel Coward. 


‘John’s Other Wife,’ five-a-week 
dramatic serial over NBC red for 
Freezone, has branched into a new 
sequence. John Perry has left his 
store and his ‘other wife’ in a far 
corner of the studio, while he and 








Compton, presidential announcer, 
Frank Blair, and Stephen McCor- 
mick, with Commentator Fulton 


Lewis, Jr., and Herbert Rice—who 
rode in on the pilot train—also han- 
dled the peerade and peeking activi- | 

the garden party, Mount | 
Vernon, etc. 

Parabolic and ‘machine-gun’ micro- | 
phones were used in spotting various | 
sound features of the parade, such 
as the Marine Band’s playing of the 
U. S. and British national anthems, 
the 2l-gun salute, cheers of the 
crowds and the thunder of the 
Army’s ‘flying fortresses’ and pursuit 
planes which groomed over the city. 
Parade program was picked up at 
the Capitol, after the entourage left 
the station, but no other parade- 
route comments. 

Despite telegraphic spanking from 
the New York office, NBC program 
was picked up by Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., and BBC for the 
Canadian and overseas broadcast. 
Columbia and Mutual received wires | 
complimenting them on their excel- 
lent work by both British radio net- 
works. 


‘Murder House’ Starts In 
Sweden, Palestine, Holland 
And Venezuela June 29 


Scripted by Joe Koehler’s Radio 
Events, Inc., of New York, a 15-min- 
ute, once-weekly serial starts simul- 
taneously June 29 on widely sep- 
arated foreign transmitters. Labelled 
‘Murder House’ it’s down for 13 
weeks from Stockholm, Jerusalem, 
Holland and Venezuela, and is cur- 
rently being translated for use in 
Polish, Lithuanian, French, Spanish 
and German. 

Stations set to carry are, Aktiebol- 
aget Radiotjanst, Stockholm; Pales- 
tine Broadcasting Service, Jerusalem; 
VARA (Vereniging Arbeiders Radio 
Amateurs), Hilversum, Holland; and 
either YV5RA or YUSRC, Radio Car- 
acas, Venezuela. 


London Calling 


Oscar Deutsch, after putting 
Scophony television in Odeon, Lei- 
cester Square, asserts he will equip 
whole circuit, beginning with 60 the- 
atres in the capital. 





























check, formerly a resident in their 
home. Seems they want to adopt a 
baby and the missing gal’s death in 
a bus accident is supposed to have a 
vital bearing on the pulsating drama, 
Ridgeway and Constance Tearle, a 
couple of newlywed lawyers have 
entered the yarn and on the session 
caught (6), Mrs. Tearle reeled off 
about five minutes of exposition to 
plant them securely in the script. 
Obviously but rather skilfully done 
and the serial probably holds inter- 
est for the type of listener sought. 
William Post, Jr., and Adele Ron- 


|program from Washington 
| with 


they had to be milked every three 
hours’—that kind of comedy. Noisy 
but blah when separated from the 
element of visible action. The studio 
crowd was amused. The home folks 
could scarcely have been. 

For the finale they presented a 
cake to a stooge first asking if he 
would have it in the pot or in the 
pan, and then giving it to him in the 
face, a gentle stunt that Joe E. Brown 
did in Hollywood some months ago, 
Whatever else it may be, no indul- 
|}gence can rate such goings-on as 
|good radio. That the comedians are 





| 7 »o + » 5 
Elizabeth traipse around the country |®°t more concerned or better pre- 
trying to track down Janet Dion- {pared for broadcasting must be re- 
a c { 


ported as negligence in the first de- 
gree 
gree. 





Kate Smith and Ted Collins con- 
ducting their end of the Swansdown 
tied in 
the main broadcast by ear- 
phones. Slow-paced numbers were 
deliberately selected so that singer 
and orchestra would not have to 
struggle. It worked okay. 

Event was brought about by Miss 
Smith’s visit to the White House to 
sing for the King and Queen of 
England. Mrs. Roosevelt will appear 
next Thursday on the program as a 





son play John and his frau per-| 
suasively, while MacDonald Carey 
and Helen Brooks are the Tearles. | 
Carey had little to do on this shot, 
but Miss Brooks brought stature and 
interest to the femme attorney part. 
Voice has an_ intriguing Ruth 
Gordon-ish quality. 








Olsen and Johnson are, as result 
of their standout success with ‘Hell- 
zapoppin’, a radio possibility. At 
least that was the dope. It may be 
different now, for their appearance 
last Thursday (8) on the Kate Smith 
show was a careless squandering of 
opportunity. 
from the trunk and, more than that, 
the short-cut of getting giggles from 
the studio audience by just such 
pranks as they employ in ‘Hellza- 
poppin’, but which are meaningless 
and silly over the radio. The net 
impression was to drive home unmis- 
takably that the boys have not stud- 
ied radio, even after previous lessons, 
and will not spend coin for comedy 
writers. 

Bit after bit was sight hokum. Gag 
after gag was forced and unfunny. 
‘The seats in the theatre were cow- 
hide and genuine leather because 


SPECIAL OK MAKES IT 
‘MOLSON NEWSCASTER’ 


Montreal, June 13. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has 
granted concession to the Molson 
Newscast over station CFCF per- 
mitting Frank Starr to introduce 
Chris Ellis as the Molson Newscaster. 

Beer program was formerly limited 
to two brief mentions of sponsor, at 
beginning and close of progra:a. New 
introduction for Ellis gives brewery 
one additional plug, a 50% increase 
in the commercial. 


Fridolin Set for Fall 

















Louis Levy’s contract with BBC 
runs out July 1, and future contacts 
with radio will be on free-lance 
basis, 





Philip Slessor, former newspaper- 
man, press agent, commentator, for 
Gaumont-British Cinemagazine, etc., 
becomes producer for program divi- 
sion of IBC (Normandy, et al). 





Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Ah, Wilderness’ 
set for television June 17, 





Bile Beans renewed IBC contract. 


music program ‘Melody at Midnight’ 





Robinson’s Lemon Barley Crystals 


through Vernon & Sons, Ltd. Pro- 
gram is titled ‘Crystal Gazers.’ 





CJRC, Winnipeg, Shifts 


Winnipeg, June 13. 

CJRC, Winnipeg, is putting a 
‘union of departments’ idea into 
force. Publicity and promotion have 
been combined with the news, with 
Everett Dutton, news chief, in full 
charge of this section. 

Sales force has been revamped and 
Miss Val Johaneson goes in to sales 


Montreal, June 13. 





Pair took their gags | 


return courtesy. 





Joe E. Brown’s chestnuts were sell- 


ing well with the easily-pleased 
Hollywood studio audience last 
Thursday. He said, apropos of re- 


marks about his start in show biz, 
that he was brought up in the top 
|drawer of a wardrobe trunk and 
| would have had more room in the 
| bottom drawer except that his father 
|slept there. This seemed very funny 
to the in-persons, as did the further 
| remark that he was an adult before 
he found out that mothballs weren’t 
| pacifiers, 

| Convulsions ocurred when he al- 
luded to the electric sign outside the 
theatre reading ‘20 degrees cooler in- 
side’ instead of advertising his pres- 
ence within on the stage. In a bit 
of hoke romance with his girl foil, 
there was a line about being ‘the 
Alexander Graham Bell in the tele- 
| phone booth of my heart.’ 


Program dripped with banal 
|phrases, blunted points and far- 
fetched plays for laughs. With the 


aid of mugging it registered with the 
Hollywooders, Over the air it was 
for the backward children. 
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Allen Prescott’s “DON’T 
FORGET” is attracting de- 
served attention. He is a 
deft Master of Ceremonies. 





Fridolin, ace French-language 
comic, reports signed for 33 weeks | 
on program for Black Horse Ale} 
starting in the fall. | 

Beer sponsor is presumably com- 
mitted regardless of being limited to | 
sponsor-identification by the CBC} 
regulations, though some modifica- | 
tion of the restriction on beer com- | 
mercials is looked forward to. 


DINTY DOYLE, 


“DON'T FORGET” 
ALLEN PRESCOTT 


Fridays, 8:30-9 P.M., WJZ 











In Canada | 














Jack Wells, sports announcer at 
CFQC, Saskatoon, Sask., to staff of | 
CJAT, Trail, B. C. Caddy Parkin, 
songstress, preceded him to same 
station from Saskatoon. 





Workmen are busy making altera- 
tions to the Leader-Post newspaper | 
building at Regina, Sask., to fit up 
three new commercial offices for 
CKCK, the newspaper-owned station 
operated by Taylor, Pearson, Carson, 
Ltd, The reason: Best rains in seven 
years reported from all crop areas. 





Vice George has arranged for pro- 
duction of new series of tailored 
transcriptions in New York for Im- 
perial Tobacco’s ‘Light Up and 


WABC—CBS 


12:15-12:30 P.M. E.D.S.T. gtm 
Monday Through Friday ( 





EKA 





— 


from program dept. Will handle odd 
secretarial duties in addition to traf- 
fic of station. Program department 
remains under direction of Eddie 
Houston. 

Judy Osborne, of sales, goes into 
general office as assistant to Bob 
Straker, head accountant for station. 








Listen’ programs over Station CFCF 
five times weekly. 

Starting here shortly will be re- 
cordings by Ted Steele’s Nova Cord 
Trio, with Dennis Day; Norsemen, 
male quartette; Johnny Carth’s 
Orchestra with Dina Shore; Emer- 
son Mountaineers, 

















NAN WYNK 


“TIME TO SHINE” 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST 
CBS Network 


Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 
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~ 15 Best Sheet 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 








VARIETY 








Music Sellers 


(Week ending June 10, 1939) 





*Wishing (‘Love Affair’) .......... 
Beer Barrel Polka ........ 
Three Little Fishies ............. 
And the Angels Sing...... 
Sunrise Serenade .......--e+eeeee 


b600000060060000060sRNITS 
cecccccccecccccccceenapiroe 
UY CTTT Tee a 
“<—1e8 Gia ae ebsbecanccueee 
viaekane occccccccces Jewels 


+Don’t Worry About Me (Cotton Club Revue)......... Mills 


Little Sir Echo ......cseeeecceesens $46400O446ERe Rs 000 6 

New Moon and An Old Serenade...............+++e++ Berlin 

Oe I Gs 6 0.55466 004.004 060506 cecsecenses +++eeee+Chappell 
*Ladv’s in Love With You (‘Some Like It Hot’)...... . Paramount 
*] Never Knew Heaven Could Speak (‘Rose of Wash- 

ington Square’) sseesesssssseeesees evevccees coves -- Robbins 

CIEE SM cb 060s e 688 tate e ccd eceedieds ceceees .-Feist 

My Last Good-bye .....-seccceccccccccccccccscscens . Berlin 

I’m Building a Sailboat of Dreams..............00000: Shapiro 

Mentrardar WH GO TIMES oon ccc cccccccccccsccccceseecece Robbins 





*Filmusical. 
+Production. 








Question of Warranty Deeds for Music 
Attacked Before Shotwell Committee 





Meeting of the Shotwell Confer- 
ence on Copywright Legislation last 
Friday (3) developed into an outburst 
of verbal fireworks when spokesmen 
for phonograph record manufacturers 
sought to have a warranty clause in- 
cluded in the committee’s proposed 
recommendations to Congress for re- 
visions in the copywright law. The 
suggestion was attacked as masi.ing 
an attempt to deprive the copywright 
owner of a valuable trading point. 

Under the proposed clause any time 
a copywright owner licensed any 
right he would be required to war- 
rant in full the validity of his grant. 
In the event the licensee were sued 
for infringement the licensor could 
be held liable not only for the dam- 
ages obtained by the plaintiff but for 
the costs entailed in defending the 
suit. 

Those opposing the warranty 
clause pointed out that the matter of 
underwriting a license’s validity had 
always been something on which the 
trading between the copywright 
owner and the user was based. War- 
ranty can be obtained if the licensee 
wants to pay extra for it. He’s get- 
ting an insurance policy along with 
the license, thereby relieving him of 
the cost of making a search of the 
copywright’s validity. The question 
of warrant, it was argued, must re- 
main a point in the contract and if 
the licensee were to insist on every 
grant being insured the cost of right 
would become prohibitive. 


3-Way Licenses 

Licenses for music are now written 
in three forms as far as warranty is 
concerned, The first form grants the 
licensee no warranty and it is in- 
cumbent upon him to trace the 
grant’s validity and make sure that 
the particular right that he has 
bought has been properly cleared. 
The second form provides for a 
limited warranty; the licensor agrees 
to indemnify up to the amount paid 
in consideration of the right. Under 
the third form the licensee gets a 
complete warranty; the seller of the 
right makes himself liable to un- 
limited damages. 

John G. Paine, general manager of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, plunged into 
the crossfire when it was remarked 
the ASCAP has always declined to 
warrant the rights it licensed for its 
affiliated foreign societies. Paine 
stated that ASCAP guaranteed the 
validity of its American catalogs be- 
Cause the cost of insurance was in- 
cluded in the licenses of such 
works, but as far as the foreign cata- 
logs were concerned it was a differ- 
ent matter. The prices that ASCAP 
was charging for these foreign 
society’s catalogs were much too low 
to include insurance. If the perform- 
ance user wants a warranty on such 
works he can get it by paying a 
much higher cost. 

Under the circumstances, Paine 
coniended, it is cheaper for the user 
to insure himself by establishing his 
Own checking devices. 





CAHN-CHAPLIN TO WB 

Songwriting team of Sammy Cahn 
and Saul Chaplin has been renewed 

y Warner Bros, for a year. Pair 
had been turning in tunes for shorts 
musicals at Brooklyn Vitaphone stu- 
dios. 

Since that folded they have been 
doing pops and contributing to the 
Warner Hollywood made musicals. 


+ 





Jive Hounds Kick Off 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Town's jitterbugs will romp over 
7,200 square feet of dance floor to 
be laid in the Coliseum by Palomar 
dancery for titles galore and $2,500 
in cash prizes. Contest to be staged 
June 18 will be open to rug cutters 
from all over the state. 
Artie Shaw and two other name 
bands will provide the incentive, 


MUSICIANSCAN'T 
SUPPLY OWN 
AMPLIFYER 


Chicago, June 13, 

Musicians have been ordered that 
in the future they will not be per- 
mitted to furnish public address am- 
plifyer systems on dates. 

Union feels that their members are 
hired as musicians and not as elec- 
trical or radia suppliers and as such 
should restrict their work to instru- 
mentalizing and leave the amplify- 
ing service job to somebody else. 


Discs Labelled With 
Historic Data Dear 
To Swing Collectors 


Victor records will soon release a 
series of 30 old hot jazz records, 
augmented by four comparatively 
new ones released first in France 
under the Swing label. Old timers 
were originally released from five 
to 13 years ago under the Victor 
label. Re-issue will be on Bluebird 
and carry exact recording dates, per- 
sonnel and other data pertinent to 
the hot jazz classic collector. Plat- 
ters were cut by bands which, in 
some instances are unknown today, 
and in others by crews still in ex- 
istence such as Duke Ellington and 
Louis Armstrong. 

It was originally planned to re- 
lease the records with an accom- 
panying pamphlet of criticisms by 
Hugues Pannassie, French swing 
critic, but the imminent closings of 
colleges for the summer will bring 
them out first, pamphlet to follow. 


SUE VINCENT LOPEZ CO. 
FOR ALLEGED MISM’G’W’T 


Claiming waste and mismanage- 
ment, and asking for the appoint- 
ment of a receiver and an account- 
ing, Agnes V. Russell, holder of 
one-third of the stock in Vincent 
Lopez Enterprises, Inc., filed suit in 
N. Y. Supreme Court against Lopez 
and his corporation. 

Among other claims of Miss Rus- 
sell are that Lopez took large sums 
from the company for his personal 
use, and paid his employees exces- 
sive wages 


























Jimmy Dorsey may stay through 





Wrote the title song ‘or the forth- 


the summer at the Meadowbrook, 


Cedar Grove, N. J. 


Bea Wain on Victor 


Bea Wain, former vocalist with 
Larry Clinton’s orchestra, has signed 
for one year with Victor Records. 
Contract is effective immediately, 
singer now selecting the small or- 
chestra that will back her. She will 
guest star on the Ford Sunday Hour 
June 25, the first radio work she’s 
done since leaving Clinton. 

Larry Clinton’s orchestra is tied to 
Victor for two years. Band cut last 
week and will make more within a 
fortnight. 


PHONO TEST 
ACTION FILED) 


Harms, Inc., filed its test suit 
against RCA Victor on the special 
arrangements issue in the N. Y. fed- 
eral court Monday (12). Upon the 
outcome of this action there depends 
the success or failure of the music 
industry’s drive to collect an addi- 


tional royalty on phonograph rec- 
ords sold to coin-machine operators. 
The Warner Bros. music group, 
which includes Harms, has taken the 
initiative in this movement. 

Two provisions in the copyright 
law are slated to play an important 
part in the Harms-Victor litigation. 
One is the compulsory provision and 
the other is the section which stipu- 
lates that only the copyright owner 
has the right to make a special ar- 
rangement of his work. Warners 
contends that royalty limit of 2c. 
provided for in the compulsory pro- 
vision does not invalidate the copy- 
right owner’s protection under the 
special arrangements section. 

If the court holds that the com- 
pulsory section does not entitle the 
recorder to make any arrangement 
he elects then the publisher will in- 
sist that a special fee be paid for 
such right of arrangement in the 
case of discs used in coin machines. 
In the event that its decision is 
against WB the publisher will be 
limited to the statutory fee of 2c. 
regardless of how the record is used. 

The tune cited in the action is 
‘Rendezvous Time in Paree,’ from 
the forthcoming legit musical, 
‘Streets of Paris.’ In preparing the 
case Warners recorded a piano and 
vocal version of ‘Rendezvous’ with 
the legalistic intent of arguing that 
Victor by using a different arrange- 
ment had violated the special ar- 
rangements proviso of the law. By 
recording the number WB automat- 
ically made the tune available to all 
disc manufacturers, as provided for 
in the compulsory section of the law, 
and it will be that company’s con- 
tention that any other version, made 
without permission of the copyright 
Owner, constitutes an infringement. 
Wattenberg & Wattenberg prepared 
the complaint for Warners. 


CIVIL ACTIONS SETTLED 
BY MP.P.A. DIVISION 


Copyright protection division of 
the Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation has collected $3,900 in set- 
tlements as the result of civil actions 
brought in connection with printed 
copyright infringements. Three of 
the cases involved newspaper and 
mag distributors, one a St. Louis 
stationery company and the fifth con- 
cerned a music dealer, Homer L. 
Kit, of Washington, who was alleged 
to have printed and sold his own 
fretted instrument arrangements of 
copyright works. Kit settled for 
$750. 

The distribs and the amounts they 
settled for were the Union County 
News Co., Trenton, N. J., $600; the 
New Brunswick News Co., New 
Brunswick, N. J., $950, and the 
Franklin News Co., New Orleans, 
$600. Each was alleged to have sold 
bootleg songsheets. 

The St. Louis firm, the Kennedy 
Stationery Co., paid $1,000. It had 
printed popular song booklets for 
distribution at luncheons, parties, | 
etc. 


LENNIE HAYTON STRICKEN 


Lennie Hayton underwent = an 
emergency operation for the re- 
moval of his appendix Monday (12) 
morning. He was stricken while at 
the home of Tommy Dorsey in Ber- 
nardsville, N. J., and rushed to Mor- 
ristown Hospital. 

Hayton’s new outfit, long in re- 
hearsal, was set to get going June 29. 
Illness will force postponement. Ar- 
































Victor Blau Upped | 


Victor Blau has succeeded Richard | 
Kountz as manager of the standard | 
and educational division of the War- | 
ner Bros. music group. Kountz re-| 
signed the week before last, after | 
being in the organization for 10 
years. Plans are being made by ; 
Herman Starr, head of the WB) 
group, for extensive plug revivals} 
of tunes in the Harms, Witmark and 
Remick catalogs. 

Blau will also continue with his | 
handling of copyright licensing, re- 
newals and checkups for Warners. | 


PAR-FAMOUS IN 
VAIN ASCAP 
PLEAS 


Lou Diamond, head of the Famous 
and Paramount Music Corps., last 
week suffered a setback in his drive 
to raise the availability ratings of 
the two catalogs when the board of 
directors of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers rejected in toto his appeal from 
a negative ruling by the availabil- 
ity committee. The board by its 
decision held that his catalogs were 
in no way underrated. 


Diamond’s protest received an all- 
day hearing from the board several 
weeks ago. His eligibility for such 
hearing was based on the circum- 
stance that Diamond is chairman of 
the availability appeals board. 


Under inquiry currently are the 
copyright claims made by the new 
owners of the Melrose Music Co. in 
their plea for a higher availability 
ratings. Purpose of the probe is to 
find out whether Melrose controls the 
copyrights of the numbers it sub- 
mitted in list form with the avail- 
ability committee and just what 
rights it holds in cases where the 
firm is acting as agent for the copy- 
right owner. 


1939 Mechanical Rights 
Out-Paciag Last Year 
Despite Radio Disc Drop 


Mechanical licensing bureau of the 
Music Publishers Protective Associ- 
ation has so far this year distribu- 
ted $120,000 in transcription royalties 
as compared with the $116,000 split 
which prevailed for the like period 
of 1938. Income from commercial 
discs has been considerably off this 
year but as far as the bureau is con- 
cerned this slack has been more than 
taken up by the revenue from re- 
corded program libraries. Royalties 
from the latter source now amounts 
to about $4,500 a month. 


Licensing setup has fared excep- 
tionally well this year from the han- 
dling of film synchronization rights. 
On two pictures alone, ‘Vernon and 
Irene Castle’ and ‘Rose of Washing- 
ton Square,’ it collected a total of 
$37,000. Sync bill on the first 
amounted to $20,000, and the other, 
$17,000. 


D. W. BANKS ON ASCAP 
AVAILABILITY BOARD 


David W. Banks, president of the | 
Theodore Presser Co., has been 
elected a member of the publishers’ | 
availability committee in the Amer- | 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. He takes the place | 
of Edwin H. Morris, former head of 
the Warner Bros. music group. 


Committee consists of four popu- 
lar and three standard publishers. 


























Melville Shyer and Al Columbo in 
Mexico City to pick up native back- 
ground music for ‘La Immaculada,’ 
Spanish language picture at Grand 











thur Michaud’s handling it. 





National. 


Writers, and Class A Ones, Chief 
Offenders in Cutting-In; It Once 
Was a Publishers’ Racket Chiefly 





Music publishers are complaining 
that the cut-in evil is more wide- 
spread today than it has been in 
years. What makes the situation 
somewhat different when compared 


to the past is that most of it is being 
done by the writers, with band lead- 


ers the beneficiaries. It used to be 
the custom for the less ethical cate- 


gory of publisher to designate who 
was to be cut in and to what extent. 
Now the arrangement is totally out 
of his hands. The writer picks his 
own bandman-splitter of royalties 
and even lets the latter handle the 
placement of the tune and work out 
the advance terms with the pub- 
lisher. 


Most of the cutting-in, the com- 
plaint pubs point out, is being done 
by writers with Class A rating in 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. Through 
such leader partnerships they’re able 
to get an advance payment of $500. 
There was one case recently in 
which the advance check amounted 
to $1,000. The leader himself nego- 
tiated this deal. In the average in- 
stance an established writer is lucky 
if he’s able to get $200 in advance. 


ARREST IN COIN DISC 
STENCH BOMB CASE 


St. Louis, June 13. 
William L. McConnell, business 
manager of the East Side Phono- 
graph Operators’ Assn., surrendered 


last week to St. Clair County, IIL, 
authorities on a warrant that he and 
R. V. Payeur, also of East St. Louis, 
hurled a stench bomb into the nitery 
conducted by Joseph Agnes, near 
Belleville, Ill, on May 24. Agnes 
attributed the act to the fact that 
several days after he purchased his 
electric phonograph several mem- 
bers of the phonograph operators’ 
assn., to which he does not belong, 
visited his place and told him he 
couldn’t own his own machine but 
had to use one from the association. 

McConnell and Payeur admitted 
being in Agnes’ place the night of 
the stenching but denied responsi- 
bility for it. East side authorities 
are investigating reports that an- 
other nitery whose owner purchased 
his own machine had been invaded 
and the machine and dance floor 
damaged by acid and that others 
who had installed their own ma- 
chines had been threatened. 


Dorothy Lamour-Barnet 
On Joint Victor Disks 


RCA-Victor, aware of the public- 
ity handed Dorothy Lamour and 
Charles Barnet since the pair played 
the Paramount theatre, N. Y., to- 
gether, will combine the two Blue- 
bird artists for their next recording 
date. She'll sing with Barnet’s band 
on four sides to be cut June 19-20. 
Miss Lamour’s currently on the 
Coast but comes east next week. 

The pair have been linked roman- 
tically also. 

















Indiana Roof Closes 
Indianapolis, June 13. 
Indiana Roof Ballroom puts up the 
shutters Friday (16) with final dance 
of the season. Plans were originally 
to keep ballroom open during the 
summer on Friday and Saturday 
nights, and large fans were installed 
to keep the hoofers air cooled, but 





not enough of them attended to in- 


| hale the agitated air. 


Denny Dutton and 
Dorothy Robards, 


orch, with 
vocalist, moved 


| into the ballroom after winter stay 


at Columbia Club, and will be on 
hand for fiddling of the swan song. 





Joe Reichman at Palmer 
Chicago, June 13, 
Joe Reichman orchestra set for the 
Empire Room of the Paimer House 
for a six-week minimum stay. 
Comes in following the current 
Glen Gray Casa Loma orchestra run, 
which ends late this month 
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Dick Barrie, July 17, Jefferson 
Beach, Detroit, four weeks. 
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very spacious room may be reduced 


Guy Lombardo replaces Eddy Du- 
f= enlarged, depending on attend-' 


chin at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 


|NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
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GUESS I'LL GO BACK HOME 


(This Summer) 
By Willard Robison and Ray Mayer 





Featured in the M-G-M Picture “Idiot's Delight” 


HOW STRANGE 


ert Stothart and Earl Brent 


hn, Herb 
Syauers A. Prozorovsky 


Based on “KAK STRANNO” by B. 
the M-G-M Picture “Society Lawyer” 


('m In Love With) 


Featured in 





THE HONORABLE Mr. SO and $0 


By Sam Coslow 














Roy Webb scoring ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ and ‘Career’ at RKO. 





Russell Bennett scoring RKO’s 
‘Badlands’ and ‘Timber Stampede.’ 








‘Moon Love,’ new dance tune adapted 

from Tschaikowsky’s Fifth symphony 
| by Mack David, Mack Davis and 
Andre Kostelanetz. 


| 
| Famous Music Corp. publishing 





Edward Small and Dave Snell 
handling musical score for ‘Black- 
| mail’ at Metro. 

Cy Feuer and Bill Lava turned in 
score of ‘Mickéy the Kid’ at Repub- 
lic and started work on ‘She Mar- 
ried a Cop.’ 








Aaron Gonzales sold ‘Tropicana’ 
to RKO for ‘My Fifth Avenue Girl.’ 





Chappell Music Co., publishing 
‘Good Ground’ and ‘Louisiana,’ 
cleffed by Clarence Muse and Lang- 
ston Hughes for Principal’s picture, 
‘Way Down South.’ 





Erich Wolfgang Korngold doing 
an original score for ‘The Knight 
and the Lady’ at Warners. 








Moe Jerome and Jack Scholl are 


















































IRVING 


From the 20th Century Fox Film “SECOND FIDDLE” 


BERLIN 








I'M SORRY FOR MYSELF 














| POURED MY HEART INTO A SONG 














WHEN WINTER COMES 











AN OLD FASHIONED TUNE ALWAYS IS NEW 














BACK TO BACK 




















THE SONG OF THE METRONOME 
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JOE SANTLY, Prof. Mgr. 

















The Tune You'll Remember 


When .Others Have Gone 


BEGONE . 


ABC MUSIG. GORP. 


From England, The Royal Smash 


THE BIRTHDAY OF THE LITTLE PRINCESS 


QLETIN Happy Returns of the Day) 


799 


jth Avenue. New York 








The First Summer Hit 
A Sensational Rhythm Number 


BABY ME 


Elmore White, Prof. Mgr. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Eli Oberstein in a broadside sent out to the trade last week disclosed that 
he intends to start shipping the product of the United States Record Corp., 
a new company, early in July. He will have as weekly releases a popular, | 
hillbilly and race jabel for 35c and a popular and standard group at 75c, 
and monthly releases of classical and standard numbers for $1 and up. 
He states that he already has a catalog of over 500 standard and classical ' 
10 and 12 inch records. 

Oberstein reports that he has 26 distributors lined up and that the names | 
for the labels will be picked during a jobbers meeting which he has called 
for this week. He also says that he made a deal with the present owners 
of the Sonora Co., manufacturers of combination radio and phonograph | 
sets, for 3,000,000 records a year. 

Of statistical interest to the trade is the statement in the broadside that 
in 1929 22 manufacturers sold 107,000,000 records and in 1939 three manu- | 
facturers will sell over 50,000,000 records, Former year was tops for the) 
pusiness. 








Second highest sum paid for the synchronization rights to a standard 
composition is the $3, 350 which G. Ricordi of Milan has just netted from 
Universal Pictures for the use of Moscagni’s ‘Ave Maria.’ It was for ‘First 
Love,’ starring Deanna Durbin. For the Awe of Puccini’s ‘One Fine 
Day’ in the same film the producer is paying $2,640. The record high for 
standard numbers in the picture business is the $6,750 which RKO paid for 
‘Vesti La Guibba,’ from Leoncavallo’s ‘I Pagliacci,’ in the production, 
‘Music for Madame.’ All-time top for a pop tune is the $5,000 that Irving 
Berlin, Inc., got from Warner Bros. on ‘Mammy.’ 





NBC again cracked down on a song title when it refused to okay the use 
of the tune ‘Shoot the Meat Balls to Me’ by Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra from 
its Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. location. 

When pressed for a reason for the ban NBC explained it immediately 


brought to mind the banned Artie Shaw number ‘Shoot the Likker to Me’ | 
inferred. Ban has since been 


and alcoholic reference couldn't even be 
lifted, however. 


Songwriter Johnny Mercer celebrated his eighth wedding anniversary | 
last week with a small party at the Hotel Pennsylvania (N.Y.) Roof which | 
Dorsey and a bunch of friends pre- | 


houses the Tommy Dorsey orchestra. 
sented the writer with a cake to mark the event. 

Within the cake was baked professional copies of all the songs that 
Mercer turned out that failed to click. 

Five of the songs which helped to make Brown University’s fifth annual 
Brownbrokers musical revue ‘delightfully sophisticated and fast moving’ 
(Variety, May 12) got Charles E. Farrow, Jr., a personal contract with 
Johnny O’Connor last week. 

Fred Waring will introduce songs when his Pennsylvanians start their 
new Chesterfield quarter hours, 








Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris is again working on the idea of teaming up 
with a couple Class AA writers in the music publishing business. Former 
head of the Warner Bros. music group has already talked to one writer 
who has ample finances about co-underwriting the purchase of a catalog 
and using this as the nucleus of a new firm. 





Associated Music Publishers, Inc., New York, has increased its capital 
stock from $750,000 to $575,000. Papers to this effect have been filed with 
the secretary of state by Sullivan & Cromwell, New York city. 


JEAN GOLDKETTE’S | 
DEBUT AT CARNEGIE 


Before a moderate, polite audi- | former London Criterions orchestra 
ence, Jean Goldkette and his society- | along with violinist-leader Bob Mc- 
sponsored American Symphony | Clister. After completing a solid 
Concert made its debut Thursday | bloc of summer bookings, will head 
night (8) at Carnegie Hall, N. Y.,| for the Hotel Biltmore, New York, 
running the gamut from symphonic} where they are tentatively scheduled 
music to swing. Goldkette has been | for a fall engagement. 

@ pioneer in that field and his yes- The Criterions (name _ derived 
teryear jazz disks are collector's | from a former engagement in Lon- 
items now. don, England, under Paul Specht 

Henry Gilbert’s ‘Comedy Over-| management, although only - one 
ture on Negro Themes’ was a pleas-| member of that original outfit re- 
ant leadoff but Edward MacDowell’s | mains) were put through a period of 
‘Dirge’ from his ‘Indian Suite’ wasn't | intense rehearsal by Lown at the 
favorably representative of the com- | Americus Hotel, Allentown, prior to 
poser, for whose fund this first con- | a summer tour of the Eastern hinter- 
cert was held. Coming after the| land. Most of the 13 members of the 
light opener, the ‘Dirge’ was too de- | band are from that city and vicinity. 


pressing. Channing Barron, drummer and 

George Steiner’s ‘Passacaglia on| vocalist of the Criterions, did not 
an American Theme’ was an impro-| join in the Lown take-over due to 
visation by the orchestra’s first violin- | prior commitments. He remains at 
ist on ‘Turkey in the Straw.’ The| Harold Brugler’s Columbia Hotel 
Charioteers, currently appearing in| with a new seven-piece outfit, ‘The 
‘Hellzapoppin’ were far and away | Blue-Notes.’ 
outstanding with their quartet har- 
monizing of Negro spirituals. 

Otto’ Cesana’s ‘Symphony in JACK RICHMOND WITH W&M 
Swing,’ played by Goldkette’s swing Jack Richmond, formerly with 
ensemble, promised much but failed | Robbins, has been named general 
to achieve its full purpose, particu- | professional manager of Words and 
larly because of the arrangements. | Music. 

Gershwin’s ‘I Got Rhythm,’ p!- 
anoed by Walter Gross, a devotee of 


Gershwin music, and accomped | mund Spaeth, published by E. B. 
by the orchestra, is still standard,| Marks, endorsed by city authorities 
expert music, along with the W. C./ as an official anthem, World’s Fair 
Handy ‘St. Louis Blues,’ played as| concerts have been giving tune 
an ‘orchestral fantasy.’ strong plugging. 

Richard B. Gilbert was adequate 
as commentator. 








Bert Lown’s New Band 





Stroudsburg, Pa., June 13. 














‘Our New York,’ new song by Sig- 











| Willows, Pittsburgh, tonight (14), 
Nilo Menendez cleffed a Spanish| will barnstorm for fortnight and 
number, ‘Huapango,’ for ‘La Im-| then open 10-week engagement at 

maculada’ at Grand National. po River, New York, July 1. 


BOOKING DEAL T00 


| Confused condition of the record and 
| inability to straighten out the situa- 
| tion of the parties prevented settle- 


Cecil Golly band, winding up at | 


—a 





Washington, June 13. 


| . 
HAZY FOR De cover @vaser-Consolidated Unite in New 
; on awe. | Corp. to Handle Negro Bands Solely 
cance, Gemasiemaan Hea yee | 


| 

| and Washington section of the Na-| BOBBY BYRNE, 21, ON own Joe Glaser has gone into business 
,tional Council of Jewish Juniors with Consolidated Radio Artists, 
lover contract for dance orchestra | Will Be Launched with Tag ‘Jimmy | /"c- The two have set up a sepa- 
were ordered Monday (12) by Dis- Dorsey Presents’ rate corporation, _ Glaser-Consoli- 
trict of Columbia Court of Appeals. dated, which will confine itself to 
the booking of colored dance bands. 

Under the tag ‘Jimmy Dorsey | It’s a 50-50 stock ownership arrange- 
| Presents,’ Bobby Byrne, trombonist | ment, with Glaser taking over the 
currently with Dorsey, will soon start | operation of CRA’s colored depart- 
his own band. Men are being gath-| ment. Bob Sanders, who has been 
ered for him now but he will not| with Glaser since CRA closed its 
leave Dorsey until everything’s set! Dallas office, will be associated with 
and several getaway dates are lined | Glaser in Glaser-Consolidated, Inc., 
up. Rockwell General Amusement | and hold the title of v.p. 
will handle. Though the tag sug- 











ment. 


The Jewish organization thought it 
hired an orchestra from the booking 
agency for a recent shindig. Con- 
troversy over performance of the 
contract resulted in a judgment for 


¥ ¢ ‘ . an nf : 

aa finn Rong a The bands that Glaser is bringing 
$4,250 against Consolidated Radio gests sponsorship, lts just tk help into Consolidated are Lou Aven 

Tis at Y ved c - > : * Aad UA : rs 4 - 
a Latter moved to have the | the band’s getaway. strong, Andy Kirk. Roy ldridge 
verdict set aside, claiming i ? ¢ hick 1] - " ¢ ” ; “wr . 

— oo , Calming it was 8) Though only 21—which will make| Eddie South and Don Redman. 
foreign corporation not engaged in 


: mee : him probably the youngest leader in | CRA’s contribution to the setup con- 
business in the District of Columbia the biz—Byrne is a vet of the Dorsey | sists of Stuff Smith, Erskine oe ~ 
outfit, having been with it almost! kins and Chick Webb. Glaser 
ane ; ,..|four years. He’s never been with | booked the bands which he person- 
a Recon ete was overruled by | any other crew, taking, in 1935, the | nally represents through Rockwell 
the Federa MSESES Court. chair that Tommy Dorsey exited |General Amusement Corp. until he 

In announcing inability to un-'|when he split with Jimmy and | organized his own office, Joe Glaser, 
scramble the mess, the appellate|formed a separate unit. Dorsey|Inc. Bernard L. Miller handled the 


bench sent the matter back to the! Bros. were then at the Glen Island| legal end of the Glaser-Consoli- 
lower court for clarification. Casino, N. Y. | dated deal. 


AL DUBIN ano JIMMY McHUGH ARE BACK 
ON BROADWAY WITH A SMASH SCORE 


MI sth i 


RUA ATLULUS TIME IN PAREE 
IS IT POSSIBLE? 
WE CAN LIVE ON LOVE 


(WE HAVEN'T: GOT = nO} Gn £e) cOOK IN) 


SOUTH AMERICAN WAY 
READING, WRITING, AND RHYTHM 
f} =—_-DOIN’ THE CHAMBERLAIN 
DANGER IN THE DARK 
IN MY MEMOIRS 


‘AVAILABLE IN ORCHESTRATIONS 


i 6HARMS INC., RCA BUILDING, NEW YORK e MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 


and challenging service of papers in 
the damage suit. The motion to 










































IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


MY LAST 
N AND AN OLD 


NEW MOON 


HAS TWO DYNAMITE SONGS 


GOODBYE 
SERENADE 
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STIFF RUM SALES CURFEW IN MIDWEST 
HITS NITERIES FURTHER; MANY CLOSING 


Main Source of Income Gone, Cafes Either Cutting 


Down on Entertainment or Shuttering—Colony, | 


Fold 


Chez Paree, in Chi, to 


Chicago, June 13 

While there are plenty of wailing 
wall inhabitants in show 
here, probably the loudest wailers 
are the nitery operators. Not only 
has business been generally on the 
toboggan, but the city fathers have 
hit the operators further by enforc- 


ing the food sales and 1 a.m. curfew | 
on the sale of liquor; entertainment | 


may continue, however, after the 
curfew. 
Liquor purchases may be made 


before the deadline and kept on the 
table. But this hasn’t worked out 
well, with the customers in no mood 
to load their tables with drinks. 


Result is that the major source of | 


income for the niteries has been cur- 
tailed sharply. The curfew on liquor 
sales here keynotes a major hazard 
encountered throughout the midwest 
by nitery operators. 

Retrenchment on talent expendi- 
ture consequently has been taking 
place all through the sector with 
many niteries, unable to stand the 
gaff, being forced to shutter. 


Colony, Chez Quitting 


Newest addition to the foldees here 
are two top-ranking niteries. On 
Thursday (15) the Colony Club will 
close. The Chez Paree will be folded 
July 7 for at least six weeks to meet 
the usual summer letdown, This de- 
spite the fact the Chez is air con- 


ditioned. There are also a score of 


smaller cafes dousing the lights. 


In an effort to get some surcease 
from the curfew, cafe operators have 
The latest is the 
offer to boost their annual licenses 
$500 a year if the city officials would 


tried many ideas. 


business | 


jlengthen the curfew until 4 a.m. 
| But there appears to be little hope 
of getting an extension at present 
This is due to the number of fra- 
cases in taverns recently. There has 
been an epidemic of holdups and 
shootings in taverns resulting in the 
police clamping down on all niteries. 


Mae Nitries 


| In Philly Cited; 


| Rum Violations 


—_———_— 





Philadelphia, June 13. 

Six more Philadelphia 
have been cited by the State Liquor 
Control Board to show cause why 
their licenses should not be revoked. 
That makes more than 100 that have 
been required to explain law viola- 


tions, including nearly every top 
spot in town. 
Only important drinkery in the 


new batch is the Village Barn, oper- 
ated by Harvey Lochman. It’s 
charged with Sunday sales and en- 
tertainment after hours. Others are 
mostly nabe spots, charged with a 
variety of offenses, including sell- 
ing to kids, refilling bottles, lewd en- 
tertainment, gambling and selling 
after hours. 

It’s not the fault of nitery proprie- 
tors, but of patrons, that they sell 











HILDEGARDE 


OPENING PIERRE HOTEL 
JUNE 15 FOR 4 WEEKS 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
AT THE SAVOY-PLAZA, 
OPENING JULY 27 FOR 
INDEFINITE PERIOD. 


Per. Mgr. ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep. JACK BERTELL 

















booze after curfew, attorney for 
Herbie Frank, operator of El Chico, 
argued before the board last week. 
| ‘If the State Liquor Control Board 
would launch an educational cam- 
paign to inform the public they can’t 
buy after hours, a cure would be 
found. We don’t want to sell liquor 
after the legal hours, but because of 
competition it’s forced on us.’ 





Mich, to Open Drive 


Detroit, June 13. 
State rum board this week will 
launch a drive against loosely op- 
erated dance spots, roadhouses and 
niteries. Drive eventually expected 











to bring about an order closing all 
drinking spots on Sunday followed 





EARL ST. JOHN 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 





by an earlier curfew for places out- 
side Detroit. 

State board, irritated by state leg- 
islature’s failure to enact reform 
legislation, has decided to effect 
changes through its own body. Com- 
missioner Murl H. DeFoe, like Gov. 
Luren Dickinson an ardent dry, will 








be in charge of initial cleanup squad. 
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Am. Troupe to Tour 
Indpls. Nabe Chain 


Indianapolis, June 13. 

Carl Niesse, general manager of 
Olson Enterprises, which operate 
several nabes and the downtown 
vaudfilm Lyric, is readying a troupe 
to tour his six nabes for a series of 
one-nighters. Acts will be amateurs, 
travelling under the tag, ‘World's 
Fair Show,’ and will consist of a 
nucleus of several performers who 
will appear at all houses, augmented 
by other amateurs picked up in the 
vicinity of the nabe, who will ap- 
pear for one night only. 


Pete French, m.c. for a weekly 


|radio show put on by local depart- 
|}ment store, will double as head of 


| 


j 


| 


niteries | 


| choice of a week’s stage date at the 


the troupe, using performers who 
have appeared with him on the air 
on his High School Hour. Tour will 
take six weeks, with winner offered 


Lyric, or a trip to the World’s Fair, 
all expenses paid. 


VAN TOPS BEVHILLS, | 
KY., NIGHT CLUB SHOW 


Cincinnati, June 13. 

Gus Van is topping the floor show 
at the Beverly Hills, Kentucky nitery | 
opposite Cincinnati, which opened | 
Friday (9) for a fortnight. It’s his 
first local engagement in two years 
at the spot. Bill includes Sara Ann 
McCabe, warbler, who also is en- 
coring; the Albins, dance team; Six | 
Honeys, acrobatic dancers, and the 
Harrison Sisters, harmony trio, with 
Deke Moffitt’s local 13-piece orches- 
tra. 

Lookout House, also across the 








Ohio river, has Valentine Vox as the 
|current headliner. In support are | 
| Margie May, acro-dancer; Six Dance | 
| Cocktails, femme novelty dancers, 
including the, Michael Twins in| 
specialties, Music by Jimmy Van 
Osdell’s band, local, with Eadie Rol- 
lins, a newcomer, who warbles. 
Barney Rapp’s band _ returned 
yesterday (Monday) to Rapp’s re- 
cently opened suburban nitery. 
Combo had been on a three-week 
dance tour during which Jimmy 
James’ orch, from WLW, filled in. 
Castle Farm, outlying spot, has Stuff | 
Smith and His Onyx Club band.| 
Burt Farber and His Society Orches- | 
tra are in Old Vienna, downtown | 
dinery. 





Acro’s Injury Cancels 
Titans Out of Pitt Date 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 

Trying to jump more than 15 feet 
from orchestra pit railing to stage 
during rehearsal at the Stanley open- 
ing day Friday (9), John J. Ryan, 
key man with Titan Trio, strong-arm 
act, fell nine feet and tore the liga- 
ments in his shoulder. Accident oc- 
curred half hour before house opened | 
and turn had to cancel out. 
Six Whirlwinds, roller-skating act 
from Nixon cafe, were hastily sub- 
stituted. 

Injury to Ryan not serious, physi- 
cian said, but painful enough to keep 
him out of action for at least a | 
month, maybe more. Meantime, his | 
two partners will also lay off. | 

| 























Injunction on 3d Partner 
Won by 2 Cafe Operators | 


Detroit, June 13. | 
Louis A. Munsch and John J. | 
Ahrens, partners in the Mayfair nit- | 
ery, Gross Pointe Farms, got a tem- | 
porary injunction last week restrain- 
ing a third partner, James M. Ras- | 
mussen, from being anything but a | 
silent partner. | 
Munsch and Ahrens told Judge 
Clyde Webster that Rasmussen min- 
gled with guests, was boisterous, in- 
sisted on leading the orchestra and 
otherwise disturbed the spot’s dig- 
nity. The injunction restrains the 
silent partner from drinking on the 
premises until hearing starts on pe- 
tition of the plaintiffs for a receiver 
June 17. 


| 
| 





The Anchorage, a Port Jefferson, 
L. L, houseboat used for a night club 
up until recently, has been acquired 
by the Port Jefferson Yacht Club, 





which will convert it into a club- 
house. 





|like the Essex, or the 


| The 
quite removed from the dance floor, | 


levery 


|a bit more swingy of late. 





—= 


Night Club Reviews 





ESSEX HOUSE, N. Y. 


Sammy Kaye orch, with the 3 
Barons, Arthur Murray Dancers. 





The Essex House’s Casino-on-the- 
Park has taken on a new lease of 
life with the advent of Sammy 
Kaye’s swing-and-sway dansapation. 
It’s strictly a radio draw, and busi- 
ness is seemingly so good that, as in 


———, 





many a misguided popular spot, the | 


waiter-captain at the door seems to 
be embarrassed with riches. Whether 
on the take, or not knowing how to 
mix up his patronage, on the night 


caught the room was a bit confused | 
in the struggles between customers | 


|'who wanted tables that were some- 


how being held out unnecessarily. 
When a band like Kaye draws a 
tourist patronage, perhaps it’s a bit 
of a problem for the maitre d’hotel 
to satisfy the out-of-towners, 
yet leave enough in reserve for 
the resident guests of a sizeable hotel 
local trade. 
But that’s a new problem the New 


| York spots must fast reconcile them- 


selves to, especially from now until 

the early fall. 
With so many 

tourists haven't 


started coming in, 


as soon as they do the boys should | 
| been discarded), 


use their judgment about giving the 
hinterlanders a bit of the edge, even 
if they’re in on short budgets. As 
occurred at this session, one girl of 
a party of four plaintively voiced 
her preferences that she’d ‘like to 
sit where she can watch the dancing.’ 
party wound up in left field, 


and yet managing director Oscar 
Wintrab is too good a hotel man not 


|to realize that that’s the keynote of 
should | 


successful room. He 
so instruct the guy at the door. 
Kaye has built quite a rep for him- 


|} self in the east via the air and his 


Victor recordings, and it’s interpreted 
in the bullish business he is doing. 
His music is dance-compelling yet 
unobtrusive. This is particularly 
noticeable in contrast to other spots, 
It’s explained by a resonant emphasis 
on his reeds, although he’s become 
His vo- 
calizing Three Barons and all the 
other soloists are competent per 
usual with their interludes. 

To plug the wait from 9:30 to 10:30, 
that hour is filled by the Arthur 
Murray dance instruction hour with 
the usual champagne prizes to win- 
ners, 

Pennsylvania Roof 


That ‘sentimental’ gentleman of 


| swing,’ as is Tommy Dorsey’s billing, | 
| gives out in sweet-swingo to good | 
| dansapation 


turnouts now that the 
Pennsy Roof is open for the sum- 
mer. It'll be even stronger when 
the tourists start coming in, because 
of Dorsey’s sizeable rep nationally. 

Delivering per usual, with his 
trombone-maestroing, Dorsey has a 
good all-round team. More notable 
are his soloists—Edythe Wright, who 
vocals a pop with the best of ’em; 
Jack Leonard, romantic balladeer, 
and Skeets Herfurt, with his novelty 
interludes. 

Like Vallee at the Astor, when 
commercial broadcast nights pop up, 
it’s a scramble all around, what with 
the early getaway, rehearsals, etc., 
on their respective days, but the 
hotels regard that as good extra 
values, and are more than coopera- 
tive where name bands are con- 
cerned. Abel. 


The Stone Hut, dine and dance 
roadhouse, just outside city limits, 
Walla Walla, Wash., destroyed by 
fire. 


and | 


squawks that the} 
| brought 





URBAN ROOF 


(Wm. Penn Hotel, Pitt.) 
Pittsburgh, June 8. 

Joe Reichman orch (12), Paul 
Moore, Tony de Parde, Dave Kelner, 
Haskell, Arthur Murray Dancers. 

Joe Reichman’s billing alternates 
between ‘the peripatetic pianist’ and 
‘the Pagliacci of the Piano.’ More 
like it would be ‘the Barnum of the 
Piano.’ He’s one of the top show- 
men in the biz at the keyboard. Cus- 
tomers love it—nroof of that is the 
way they congregate around the 
stand when he swings into action 
and Reichman sells his stunting and 
pianologic wizardry to a fare-thee- 
well. 

What’s more, and just as impor- 
tant, the piano-thuynper has a bull- 
ish crew to back him up. Personnel 
of four saxes, three brasses, drums, 
two pianos, guitar and string bass 
is neatly turned for the purposes of 
swank Urban Roof, where they take 


their dancing seriously and want 
their music chiefly sotto vece, but 


the Reichman crew can turn on the 
heat, too, whenever the moment 
seems ripe. That's usually about 
three times an evening. 

Only three members of outfit he 
to Urban Roof in 1935 are 
with Reichman now (violins have all 
but band has same 
‘sweet’ qualities of original orch and 
at the same time added authority 
and volume. 

Band’s featured vocalist is Paul 
Moore, ex-20th-Fox stock player 
and brother of Pauline Moore, fea- 
tured player on that lot. Boy’s a 
looker, packs plenty of what the 
ringside femmes go for and can pash 
off a romantic ballad with suave ap- 
peal. Reichman also spotlights Tory 
De Parde, trumpeter, in some of the 
hotter tunes and has a good ac- 
cordionist in Dave Kelner, who also 
doubles at the second piano. 

Only floor entertainment is 
sented by Haskell, a magician. He’s 
a smooth talker and rapid-fire ar- 

(Continued on page 49) 
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Ostermanisms 





(Taken at random from the late Jack Osterman’s columns in Variety. 
Topical at the time, some of them still have an up-to-the-minute flavor.) 





We will miss the many pickets who are working diligently in front of 
the Automat, hoping some day to work their way up to the front of Long- 
champs. P P 

Every small town in Pennsy has a monument and a cannon in the center 
of the town. It seems the policy must have been years ago for the pioneers 
to first find a cannon, then build a town around it. 

We got down on our knees and shook hands with Billy Rose. 

The Mayfair Casino (Cleveland) is even larger than our Broadway 
French Casino. ...the kitchen is so far from the main dining room they 
pipe in the ketchup from Youngstown....they have three huge bars be- 
fore you enter the Casino proper....but don’t get us wrong....we still 
love Coca-Cola. ; 

If the World’s Fair isn’t a hit they can call it the Whalen Wall. [This 
was written in September, 1937; a year and a half later it’s come true— 
so far as Broadway is concerned, anyway.] 

Hitler will die on a Jewish holiday. If it doesn’t happen to be one they'll 
make it one. 

I forget if it’s the Critics’ or the Pulitzer prize you don’t have to pay 
attention to. 

The Louis-Schmeling setto was shorter than a Broadway ‘hello’ when 
you get a bad notice. 


L. A.’s Hippodrome 
Folds After 25 Years 


Los Angeles, June 13, 
The Hippodrome has shuttered 
after 25 years of continuous service. 
Closing said to have been caused by 
lack of suitable vaude acts. 
Million Dollar theatre, dark for 


two weeks, plans to reopen as a l5c. 
grind house. 





TOL A, INTO 
CARTHAY 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Spurred by a lucrative $10,600 take 





Girls that drive us crazy are the telephone information ladies who tell| on the final three days of the 412 


you the number is listed in your directory. We tell them that if we looked 
them up they would be out of a job. 
If Dewey keeps up his terrific pace he’s going to run out of victims, 


weeks’ engagement of ‘Folies Ber- 
gere,’ at Grauman’s Chinese theatre, 
Fox-West Coast will bring the flesh 





get nervous, wake up some morning, look in the mirror and then indict 


unit back to Los Angeles foilowing 


himself. | its four days at the Fox, San Diego, 


We remember once when drummers played drums instead of playing 
loud. 


starting next Thursday. 
Unit, which grossed around $87,- 


FOLIES’ BACK’ 


After seeing some of those witnesses (colored) in the Hines trial we'll | 999 on the Chinese run. reopens here 


lay 8-1 Lew Leslie’s got a piece of the thing. 


We saw a picket on a pogo stick the other day and asked him what was | minimum two weeks. 


the idea. He answered, ‘I’m picketing the second floor.’ 
Now that we're celebrating our fifth month on Variety and hashing out 
a few things for the N. Y. Mirror, all we need are two more papers and 








we're a cinch for Loew’s State. | 


Wonder if F.D.R. would rather be in the Alvin than the White House. 
(At the time when ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ was at the Alvin theatre, N.Y.) 

Between Disney and Edgar Bergen, a human being will be able to get 
e lot of dough as a novelty act. 

After seeing Sally Rand we don’t wonder she could afford $1,650 dona- 
tion to a recent charity drive...she never spends any money on clothes. 

We sold a bond and got a couple of seats to ‘Pins and Needles,’ master- 
piece of the Garment Centre. 


After the first act we rushed out for a/| 


| at the Carthay Circle June 20 for a 
Repeat book- 
| ing is on a 50-50 basis as against the 
$7,500 guarantee for the troupe’s 
_Chinese booking. 





ROSE OUT OF N.Y. CASA; 
OFFERED TO FISCHER 


The Casa Manana, New York, has 





smoke, Lee Mason, p.a., asked us where we were going, and we informed | reverted to Louis F. cape yp _ 
him that we were trying to get a job as a cutter...anything to get back on | J@ck Shapiro, owners of the groun 


the stage. 

Show business is getting so that today if you are a good professional you 
can gradually work yourself up to a great amateur. 

Dewey is a talent scout for Alcatraz. 

Thought thrown by Eddie Dowling’s new hit, ‘Shadow and Substance’— 
the shadow, Henny Youngman; the substance, Berle. 

Capitol theatre ad this week quotes Marian Donner as saying, ‘Joan’s 
most thrilling love story, ‘Mannequin.’ That ought to be okay, because 
Marian’s billing is national president of the Joan Crawford Fan Club. 


We're runfing an ad saying, ‘Jack Osterman writes one of the smartest | 


columns in Variety, signed Kathryn Osterman, National President and 
Treasurer of the Osterman Admiration Society.’ 

And any time you think you're getting a little too important for this 
world, go to an art store, buy a small picture of Napoleon, put it in your 
=" look at it every once in a while—and you know what happened to 

ap! 

Last week we went up to Sing Sing, strictly as a guest, of course. 
there to entertain and also to preview a new play, ‘Taken from Life,’ 
written by an ex-cop, Arthur Chalmers, who is now relaxing in the Tombs 
until he can get better accommodations. The play makes him guilty of 
another thing. ; 

We sang ‘That Old Feeling,’ dedicated to the lifers, and the prison band | 
played it perfectly, without a rehearsal. They played so well that we 
told them we were going tc use our influence with Lawes to hold them 
over, 

Standing in the lobby of the Casa Manana, talking to Billy Rose, a guest 
asked, ‘Which one of you is Billy Rose.’ We told him we'd take the rap. 

Sam Grisman has put ‘Tobacco Road’ on a year to year notice. 

Went to the opening of ‘The Hill Between.’ Best second act we ever 
spent in Sardi’s. 

We sometimes wonder what will happen to the New Deal when it runs 
out of initials. | 
‘ Saw a swell preview of ‘Gone With the Wind’ last week; it’s called | 
Jezebel.’ 

Orson Welles is going to do ‘Heartbreak House,’ which George Bernard | 
Shaw wrote and dedicated to Cain’s. 

Night clubs are taking it on the chin so bad that they are now going to | 
77B-C-D-E-F and G. 

Jim Braddock proves anew that in order to open a restaurant you need 
four fights to your credit. 

The American Federation of Actors stopped the popcorn vendors when 
Ringling’s was on strike. Can't the ex-actors eat? 

We watched a bit of vaudeville in its second week at the Casa Manana— 
a career! 

We are gradually finding out that money may not be everything, but 
that it will do till everything comes along. 

- ‘Master’ Richard Himber opens at the Essex House, Last year it was 
Mister,’ but then everyone's taking a cut. 

We tried to get some guests to write this pillar, but found all the col- 
umnists were either away or at Loew’s State. 

m , — argument keeps up you'll read: ‘WPA presents Shubert production 

» ete, 


Sophie Tucker won't stay a second week at the Capitol; Al Lackey 


EARLE, PHILLY, MAY — Chi AFA Council Asks 








| property, following Billy Rose’s bow- 
| out. Before Clifford C. Fischer re- 
| turned to Paris to ready a new show 
| for the Frisco exposition, Blumenthal- 
| Shapiro had offered him the spot in 
| which they had been previously as- 


| sociated when it was known as the | 


|! French Casino. When Rose took it 
| over he renamea it the Casa. 

| Rose’s last try was costly, with a 
lavish ‘History of 
| Theatre’, starring James Barton. The 
| Howard Bros. were later called in 
| as co-stars, but that didn’t help. 


Since it’s obligatory that Rose 


| have new shows in readiness at cer- 
Went | tain specified intervals, the ground 


owners had sensed an hiatus, and 
were making overtures to Fischer. 
Rose continues his Diamond Horse- 


| shoe nitery in the Hotel Paramount 


as the lone Broadway spot, concen- 
trating all summer on the Aquacade 
at the N. Y. Fair. 





Chaney-Fox to Open 
Frisco Date July 14 


Mayris Chaney and Eddie Fox 
open at the Hotel Mark Hopkins, 
San Francisco, July 14, for four 
weeks. 

Miss Chaney was the lone profes- 
sional at the Hyde Park reception 
to the King and Queen of England. 
She's a close personal friend of Mrs. 
Roosevelt. 


the American | 





Ethelind Terry Seeks 17G 
From Late Stepdad’s Will 


Philadelphia, June 13. 
Ethelind Terry, singing star of the 
legit ‘Rio Rita’ and ‘Kid Boots,’ now 


peared in common pleas court last 
week in an effort to recover $17,200 
from the estate of her stepfather, 
William W. Terry. 

Miss Terry told Judge Lamberton 
that she had given Terry the money 
between Jan. 15, 1927, and April 10, 
1930, out of her stage esrnings. She 


father died last October, leaving the 
bulk of his $21,000 estate to a nouse 
keeper. 

Executors testified that there was 
no indication the money was being 
held in trust. Judge Lamberion’s 
thinking it over. 





Int’l Casino on B’ way 


Looks to Summer Biz 


Needing around $45,000 to break 
even, Alex Finn’s venture as the new 
managing director of the Interna- 





has yet to make money. He has 
been doing $35,000 to $40,000 gross, 
which represents plenty of customers 


erage only around $3 a head. The 
wine-buyers, etc., have yet to assert 
themselves. 

Finn is counting on the July- 
August World’s Fair influx to hypo 
trade. He will also bring the show’s 
fixed charges down as time goes on. 


head the Georgie Hale revue, being 
set for six weeks. Virginia Verrill 
had a two-week contract and is out; 
also Arno and Arnette. Diosa Cos- 
tello’s rhumba band doubles into 
the show proper. Crew works in 
the outer Terrace Cafe room also. 


Conga, Conga, Who Owns 





La Conga Corp. has filed a $100,- 
000 suit in N. Y. Supreme Court 
against Ganger, Inc., and La Cabana, 
Inc., seeking an jnjunction to re- 


The plaintiff, which had operated 
a cabaret at 57 West 57 Street, N. 
Y., claims that the Cabaret de la 
Conga Inc.,. had been using the 
name, which was okay with them, 
as that nitery had been employing 
Robert Martyn, plaintiff's presi- 
dent. However, when a bankruptcy 
was filed Nov. 28, 1938, by the Cab- 
aret de la Conga, and the name 
sold to Ganger, and then to La 
Cabana, it was not all right. 

It is stated that the latter operates 
a La Conga cabaret at 5ist and 
Broadway, and is deceiving the 
public as to the original La Conga. 











Tnequitable’ Nitery, Club Date Scal 
Causes Philly Agents to Nix AFA Plan 





Philadelphia, June 13. 
Minimum scale for nitery and 
club dates sent out by Tom Kelly, 
biz agent of the American Federa- 
tion of Actors local here, on April 
12, has been agreed to by only three 
agents up to the present. Remainder 





GO BACK TO VAUDE 


Philadelphia, June 13. Chicago, June 13. 

The Earle theatre here, which} Guy Magley, head of the local | 
dropped vaude in February, when | American Federation of Actors office, | 
the combo policy was switched to| has organized a Chicago council, | 
the Fox, is reported as possibly re-| which is demanding full local au- 
turning to the stage bills in the fall. | tonomy. 

With a new plan working to the| Expert to hear from AFA’s exec | 
Satisfaction of the Warner circuit at| secretary, Ralph Whitehead, about 
the Fox—that of billing a strong pic | the demands later this week. 

Over the stage show—it’s understood 
that flesh may be used in both| Sammy White, former partner of 
houses, Earle would resort to| Eva Puck in vaude and musical com- 
slough-off films and strong name! edy, opened at Florentine Gardens, 
bands, with which it has had con-| Hollywood. Nitery also picked up 


Siderable success. | option on Bill Roberts’ orchestra. 

















deny that the scale, as iscued by 


Full Local Antonomy Kelly, is the one they agreed on at 


a meeting with him, and have re- 


herr to accept it. 


Agents have no beef about the 
sums asked in the scale, but claim 
that it’s inequitable because mini- 
mum for cabarets fs $8, while clubs 
are charged a low of $10. Majority 
of the bookers are willing to accept 
the $8 or the $10 figure, but feel that 
the same one should apply to botn 
classifications. 

Kelly has refused to assent to thts 
on the basis that it’s possible to get 
a minimum of $10 from clubs, while 
it isn’t from niteries. He claims that 
setting the rate at $10 would make 
it impossible for some late spots to 





hire acts, and thus some members 
would be thrown out of work. 

Florence Bernard, prez of the 
booking Entertainment Managers 
Assn., has offered to compromse 
with Kelly by adopting the classifi- 
cation system established by the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
In that, each spot is zoned accord- 
ing to its ability to pay. Kelly has 
objected to this proposal, however, 
because he feels he’s geiting class 
‘A’ pay from some places the AFM 
has in lesser categories. He has pro- 
posed setting up hfs own classifica- 
tions instead, to which Miss Bernard 
objects because of ‘difficulties’ in- 
volved. 

Scale which Kelly has asked the 
agents to accept is $10 for private 
clubs in town or within a 40-mile 
limit. 
transportation. Cafe prices are $8 
for Saturdays only, $14 for Saturday 
and Sunday, $18 for any consecutive 
three days, and $21 for three days 
involving a one-day layoff between 
opening and closing dates. 


working at the 1523 Club here, ap- | 


said there was an understanding it | 
was to be held in trust for her. Step- | 


tional Casino, on Broadway. so far | 


since the $2.50 minimum checks av- | 


Harry Richman and Milton Berle | 


strain use of the name La Conga. | 


—— 


Jack Osterman, Picturesque B’wayite, 
Farewelled by Capacity Crowd 


| Jack Osterman, 37, was buried 
Sunday from Campbell’s Funeral 
, Church, New York, with a turnaway 
|crowd present. He had died sud- 
| denly on Thursday (8) following a 
; bout with pneumonia, which set in 
following a brief cold, although his 
generally weakened physical condi- 
| tion, ravaged by years of being a 
merry-Andrew and a_ Broadway 
| playboy, more directly contributed to 
his demise, 
It was a very hot Sunday after- 
noon at Campbell’s, but many a 
| weekend hiatus was seemingly in- 
terrupied. The chapel was SRO as 
George Jessel, the lone invocation- 
| ist, delivered the five-minute ad- 
| dress which, in the Broadway tradi- 
tion, was nothing so banal or so 
| eas 
hypocritical as to be called an ‘eu- 
logy’. It was what every honest in- 
timate of the fabulous Osterman 
| knew he would have preferred. Jessel 
| said he was one of the Street’s very 


own; talented young, precocious but 


| honest in his way. 
Jessel didn’t skip Jack’s swath as 


Loses $5,000 Weekly; la good-time Charlie, and mentioned, 


| in connection with any ‘vices,’ that 


he who is without any should cast 
the first stone, 

The services were thoroughly non- 

sectarian and Jessel addressed the 
| Deity es ‘Mister, up There,’ in con- 
| nection with the hope of a land-of- 
beginning-again both for himself and 
for his mother, Kathryn, and his 
wife, the former Mary Daly. 

All the New York dailies, save the 
staid Times and Herald Tribune, em- 
phasized Jack Osterman’s rep as ‘the 
|bad boy of Broadway’ in the obits, 
following his unexpected death in 
the Atlantic City (N. J.) hospital 
early Thursday (8) morning, as result 
of pneumonia. All also recalled the 
comedian-author’s penchant for 
quick wit, a ready nifty, the Broad- 
| way wisecrack, the flip topper, and 
| his capabilities as a versatile enter- 
| tainer. 

' 


Kathryn Osterman 


The Broadwayites, of course, know 
|the Osterman saga best in its rela- 
'tion between a doting mother’s love 
|for her only son, Jackie. Herself a 
| musical comedy star at the turn of 
‘the century, Kathryn Osterman’s af- 


° fection for her b him through 
The ‘La Conga’ Title counttess tight situations. 
| 


Osterman succumbed to penu- 
monia which set in unexpectedly, 
| following a bad cold which took him 
|to the hospital. He~had previously 
| been bedded a couple of weeks in 
New York, and the mother’s worry 
for Jack decided them to try a 
change at the shore resort. The cold 
became worse. 

Born in Toledo in 1902, one of Jack 
Osterman’s favorite twists was that 
the three worse weeks in show biz 
were Xmas, Holy Week and Toledo. 

Ten years ago Osterman was earn- 
ing from $1,750 and up a week as a 
vaudeville headliner, m.c. and juve- 
nile in Shubert revues, Until two 
years ago Osterman had difficulty 
getting work because of shifting con- 
ditions—as a major cause—coupled 
with the fact his talents would best 
fit into cafe work. But niteries and 
|liquor sales are synonymous, which 
porwr it too much of a hazard for 

night club managers whenever they 
| were offered Osterman. The come- 
dian, after a while, gagged that he 
had no agents—he was laying off di- 
rect. 

His last professional chore was his 
own Osterman Club, a 52d sireet 
| boite, financed by his mother. It was 
|the comedian’s steenth ‘comeback’ 
|try. Illness forced him out, after 
valiant efforts to keep him in line. 
Salvy Spitale, underworld = go- 
between in the Lindbergh kidnap 
case, was a partner in the Club Os- 
terman and he resorted to stringent 
watchdog methods to keep his star 
and partner under control, to no 
avail. 

As Variety’s self-styled Cub Re- 
;porter No. 2 (Osterman would gag 
that Tom Mix got the No. 1 cub bill!- 
ling years ago), the comedian took 
'much pride in the occasional col- 
'umns he contributed to this paper. 
| Many of his trade nifties percolated 
into the Hollywood and Broadway 
gossip columns. Up until the last, 
'several of the columnists on the 
'dailies were plugging Osterman as a 
‘film writing potentiality. He was 








Over that it’s $i5, plus all | heading in the right direction for a 


spell, doing special material for Rudy 
Vallee who was really plugging for 
Osterman. 

In show biz annals Osterman will 


'be remembered for his rapid-fire 


| 


(Continued on page 53) 
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THIS WEEK (June 9) 


show, whether full or split week 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (June 16) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 





| 











Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (15) 
Benny Fields 
NTG Rev 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (16) 
29 Rhythm Rockets 


Marc Ballero 
Bert Walton 
H Reynolds Skaters | 

| 


Doris Dupont 
F & J Hubert 
Old Timers } 





Paramount 





NEW 
Paramount 
Harry James B 
Jane Froman 
Chesierfields 
Siapletons 


YORK CITY | 
(14) 


| 

Varsity 8 
Sue Ryan | 
BUFFALO | 
Buffalo (16) | 


Randall Sis 
Paramount (20-21) | 
Mitchell (20-21) 




















CHICAGO Maj Bowes 3 Au Ss 
Chicage (16) | SIOUX FALLS 
Trixie } (17-19) 
Johony Barnes ' Maj Bowes 3 An §S 
NEW YORK CITY, George Beatty 
*res fae j Tr } 
Music Hall (15) | Great yeti at 
Betty Bruce Jim Wong Tr 
Gypsy Dancers Cappy Barra Ens j 
Rita & Rubins Sid Marion | 
The Waldos J Harold Murray | 
Bela Zsiga | De Val Merle & D} 
tockettes | CHICAGO | 
Corp de Ballets Palace (16) 
Glee Club | Royale Frolics Rev | 
Erno Rapee Symph | (9) 
BOSTON 6 Grays 
RKO Keith (16-18) | Vic Hyde | 
4 Step Bro | Orson Welles Co | 
JI & J McKenna | Arren & Broderick | 
Dorn Bro & Mary Variety Gambols 
| 
i 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK | 
NOW 
RITA and RUBINS | 
Via 
MARK J. LEDDY 

















Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (16) 
Pancho & Orc 
Billy Rayes 
Mario & Floria 
Lelita Cardoba 
Mextico 3 
Bollero & Dorita 
Teresa Osta 
Rteani & Deborni 
Esperanza Iris 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (16) 
Blue Barron Ore 
Kmmett Oldtield Co 
Sinclair Sis 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (16) 
Orson Wells Co 
J Lenny & Statler 2 
Coon Creek Gls 
Terry Howard Co 
(9) 


Johnny Perkins 
12 Aristocrats 
Marion Talley 
Slate Bros 
6 Whirlwinds 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (16) 
16 Gae Foster Gls 
Barr & Estes 
Glenn Pope 





The Virginians 





r 
L 


World’s Fair 








NEW YORK 
Aquacade 
Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Morton Downey 
Gertrude Ederle 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
F Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Willie, West & M 
Peie Desjardins 
Crystal Palace 
Rosita Royce 
Wilma Josie 
Arthur Elmer 
Merrie England 
Ving Merlin Orc 
Dagenham Pipers 
Alberiina Rasch Co 
Kings Horses 
Russell Bradshaw 
T.euis Topps Co 
Hiarry Fetterer 
Old New York 
Marion Eddy 
Aun Pennington 
Amy Revere 
Marion Weeks 


Jean Bedini 

Harry Spear 

Fred Ardath 

Jack Conway 

Ralph Delno 

Jack Howard 

Sam Kramer 

Jack Goldie 

Harry Pollard 

Hans Schweng 

Chester Hale Gls 

6 Tiny Rosebuds 
Cavalcade of 

Centaurs 

B A Rolfe Ore 

Steve Clemento Co 

Col Zack Miller Co 

Capt Wm Sterling 

Dave & Dolores N 

Bud Reagan 

Horace Lewis 

Howard Cragg 

Geo Gates 

The Gonzalez 

Billy Keen 

Ralph Clark 

SG & Valeria S 

Anne Wilson 

Art Boden 

Tommy Privett 





Basil Stadnick 








Independent 





NEW YORK C1iy 
Roxy (16) 
Syivia Manon Co 

Winfield & Ford 

Raymend Wilbur 

Jack Powell 
ATLANTIC CITY 

Steel Pier (18 only) 

Del Rios 

Steve Evans 

Eddie Peabody 
PHILAD!') PHIA 
Carman (12-15) 

Louis & Oliver Sis 

Eddie Peabody 

M Wynn & Zella Co 

(16-17) 


Foertun’o & Cirillino 

Faye & Innis 

Billy Wells & 4 F 
18-21) 


Abbott & Robey 
Modern Rhythms 
Hippedreme (16) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
G Andre Martin 
Dolly Arden 


LANCASTER 
Colonial (17 only) 
Arthur LaFlicur Co 
Henri Therrien 
Abbott & Robey 
Modern Rhythms 

PITMAN 
Broadway (17 only) 
Louis & Oliver Sis 
F Lightner & J H 
Eddie Peabody 
Johnny Rexola Co 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park | 

(18 only) 
Louis & Oliver Sis 
Faye & Innis 
Henri Therrien 
F Lightner & J H 





Arthur LaFleur Co 


Johnny Rexola Co 


| 


} Steffani 
| 


} 12 


| Hugh 


London 

















McKay & La 
De 


Bryan 


Adelaide 
Arnaud 
Pergy 
Rolf 
Tollefsen 


Gold & 
Campbell & 


| 
| 
| 








Week of June 12 -- 


CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Vallee 
Troy & Lady 

‘arlus Ame 
CLAPHAM 
tranada 
Michie Co 
Dominion 
Hall 


& Ready 
Holbein 


EAST HAM 
Granada 
Co 
Premiere 
Cordell 
Wise 
Les Matas 
GREENWICH 
Granada 
Jasper M elyne 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 


6 Fredianis 
4 Plavbovs 
8 Glebe Gis 


HOLLOWAY 
Gaument 
Wilson, Keppel & B 


Don 


' 
, Royal Mastersingers | 


Fioechi Sis & Paolo | 
Donna Sis 
SHEPH’DS BUSH 
Pavilion | 
Raymond Smith 
4 Tlayboys 
Globe Gls 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Gold & Cordell 
Campbell & Wise 
Les 3 Matas 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Bryan Michie Co 
WOOLWICH 
Granada 
Galvan 
is & Cowley 
Dymott 


Mor 


Renee 





Provincial 





Week of June 


DUNDEE 
Palace 
Cable & © 
Brodie & Steel 
Kathleen Stanley 
Foster & Filuarke 
John Tiller Gls 
leg & Desmond & C 
De Guise Seymours 
EDINBURGH 
Theatre Royal 
Jack Radcliffe 
Neller & Clare 
Helen Norman 
Bob Curnot 
Anneite Schultz 
Loretta Gis 
Sylvia Kellaway 
Bob Alvis 
MeKenna 
4 Smith Bros 
Henderson 2 & DJ 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Tommy Morgan 


arr’ 


| Jimmy 


| Jim 
‘Lalla 


12 
Tommy Yorke 
5 Sherry Bros 
Ina Harris 
lucy Loupe 
McK Reid & Dor 
Joe Nichol 
Lillian Gay 
Herbert Cave 
12 Organettes 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
YY Dea 
Kily O’Connor 
Dennis Creegan 
Kmerald Gis 
Michael Ryan 
Jimmy Wildman 
Jack MacGuire 
Tom Dunn 
Vernon Hayden 
May Tipple 
Josie Day 
Jonson 
Dodd 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Ruddy Clarke Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 

Barney Gallant's 
Red Ringo 
Steve Harris 
Mitzi O'Neill 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Angeio’s Rh’mba Bd | 


Linda March 
Lynn & Marion 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Florence Wyman 
Stuart Young 
William & Lorraine 
ternard Grauer 
Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 


Club 18 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jane Reynolds 
Judy Rudie 
Wilma Novak 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 


Club Gaucho 


Consuelo Solorzane 
Maria Del Rosario 
Maria Del Carmen 
Los Trobadores 
Juan Makula Ore 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ruby Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 
Cuban Casino 
Aug Sanabrio Ore 
Quart Marcano Ore 
Teddy Rodriguez 
Don Casanova 
Consuelo Moreno 
Diamond Horseshee 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Schefé 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Rrander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howaré 
Clyde # 
Manges 
Lucille eur 
Emma ' 
Tulu B: 
Willie S 


a 


| Harry A 


Elizabelb 
EI ¢ a! 
Teresita ¢ 
Herminio 
Maria Lui 
Julian Hu 


! 











Fl Morocco 
Val Ernie Ore 
DeVera Rh’mba Bd 

Famous Door 
Louis Prima Ore 
Johnny & George 


Glen Island Casino 
Glen Miller Ore 
Tex Peneke 
Marion Hutton 
Ray Eberle 
Havana-Madrid 
Rosita Ortega 
Tapia 
Rene & Stella 
Patricia & Cesar 
Rosita Rios 


Hickory House 


Joe Marsala Oro 
3 Marshalls 


Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
William Adler 
James Lozipo 
Milton Saunders 


Hotel Astor Roof 

Rudy Vallee Orc 

lwla London 

Ginger Manners 

Bob Neller 

Frank Cook 

H'tel Belmont-Plaza 

Ernie Holst Ore 

3 Smoothies 

Joan Merrill 

Belmont Balladee-s 
Hotel Biltmore 

Herace Heidt Ore 

l.yshbeth Hughes 

Larry Cotton 

Bob McCoy 

Fred Lowery 

Henry Russell 

Red Ferringion 

4 Heidt-Lights 

Hotel Commodore 

Paul Tisen Orc 
Hotel Edison 

Stuff Smith Ore 

Hotel Essex House 


| (Casino en the P’k) 


Sammy Kaye Orc 
3 Barons 

Arthur Murray 
Hotel Gev. Clinton 


Eddy Mayehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 
Hotel Half Moon 
(Ceney Island) 
Harry Rogers Ore 
Terrace Trio 
Lynn Rugsell 
Jack Palazzo 
S)d Seeley 
Hote! Lexington 
Ray Kinney Orc 
Esther Shaw 
Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Milt Herth 3 


Hotel MeAlpin 


J Messner Ore 
Jeanne D'Arcy 





Hotel New Yorker 


Jan Garber Ore 
Jane Claire 
Vera Hruba 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Douglas Duffy 

May Judels 

Du Reine Farley 
Ronny Revert? 
Ross MacLean 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Enrica & Novello 
Mary Dugan 

Hotel Park Lane 
Freddie Starr Orc 
Bob Lido 
Al Harris 

Hotel Pennsylvania 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Jack Leonard 
Edythe Wright 
Skeets Herfurt 

3 Esquires 

Hotel Pierre 

Harold 


Dwight Fiske 


| Jones & Thomas } | Nagel Ore 
ISLINGTON | Hildegarde 
Blue Hall Hotel Plaza 
McKay & La Vallee | tack Marshard Ore 
De Ped rp * Ady Mary Jane Walsh 
° “Cut A Hotel Roosevelt 
oris de | * > y Or 
Low & Webster | Ww eochend King Ort 
— AM | Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
i Palace I eeentian Patel o_ 
| Gypsy Nina } Emile Petti Ore 
| Hotel St. George 
| Dave Martin-Orc 
| Dee William 
Hotel St. Moritz 
| Jack “herr Ore 
Ange Velez 


(Sky Gardens) 
| Basil Fomeen Ore 
Collette & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 

| $3 Idlers 
| Peggy Adams 


i 

| Hotel St. Regis 
| (Iridium Room) 
| Dorothy Lewis 

| M & M Simpson 

| Sam Jarvis 
| Erle Reiter 
|} Chas Baum Ore 
(Viennese Roof) 


; 

} 

Mary Parker 

| Billy Daniels 

| Nora Gale 

| Harold Richards 
| Joe Rines Ore 


Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 


Motel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Eddie Duchin Orc 
Dvrelle Alexander 
Beauvel & Tova 
(Sert Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Georges & Jalna 

George Shelley 


Hotel Warwick 


8 Marshalls 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel White 
Lou Lang Trio 
| International Casino 
| Geo Hale Rev 
| Milton Berle 
| Harry Richman 
| Allen Roth Orc 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Paul Ren:os Co 
Jansleys 
Arno & Arnette 
4 Feminine Notes 
Georgie Tapps 
Virginia Verrill 
Diosa Costello Ore 
K Parsons-A Sweet 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Orc 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Faye 
Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 
Tanya 
Lee Leslie 
Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plante 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 
Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Comfort 
Gonz’les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 
Kit Kat Club 
Ray Durant Ore 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Dotty Rhodes 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 
La Conga 
Enric Madriguera O 
Tito Coral 
Trio Mixteco 
Eva & Paul Reyes 
Desi Arnaz Orc 


Larue 
Eddie Davis Orc 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Ceq Rouge 
Géo Sterney Orc 
Tisdale 3 
Larry Murphy 
Le Ruban Bleu 
Herbert Jacoby 
Hope Emerson 
Marie Eve 
Elsie Houston 
Greta Keller 
Graziella Parraga 
George Lloyd 
Leon & Eddie's 
Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
D’ Avalos 
Iris Adrian 
Ting Pin Sou 
Royal Whirlwinds 
Rica Martin 
Lucky Sis 
2 High Spots 
Susan & Christine 





Biltmore Bow! 
Hacker & Sidell 
Woody Wilson 
Jeanne Darrell 
Earle, Fortune & P 
Cantu 
Pinky Tomlin Orc 


Cafe Caliente 
Chuy & Mario 





Jerri Withee 
James Keogan 

Ann Bronie 

Wally Wanger ¢ 
Lock & Key Club 
Reed Lawton 
Jacqueline Jovce 

V McNaughion 
Audrey Gray 
Mario-Merin Ore 
N.7.G,’s Midun’t Sun 
Buddy Wagner Orc 
Dorothy James 
Dinora 

Lee Royce 

Jeanne Walters 
Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Ore 
Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 


Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 
Dick Smart 
Elaine Bassett 
Pegey Healey 
Anita Colby 
Evelyn Kelly 
Rosanne Mur: 
Onyx Club 


ay 


John Kirby Ore 
Lee Wiley 
Maxine Sullivan 


Paradise 


tichard Himber Ox 
Stuart Alten 

Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 

Gil & Mason 

Buddy & B Brunell 
Bob Parker 

Vicki Allen 

Barty Mchinley 
Valya Valentinof® 


Rex Webe: 


Pepper Pot 
Jce D'Andrea 
Bob Mat Ore 
Amedeo 
Al Ferguson 
Iris Raye 
Prince Singh 


Ore 


Place Elegante 
Leo Lazaro Ore 
Bill Farrett 
ten Kaufman 
Tommy Mills 
Irve Harris 
Rex Gaviile 


Plantation Club 


Barrington Guy 
Sally Gooding 
Ross Collins 
Jove e Beasley 
Rene & Estela 


Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. 4.) 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe & Lewis 
Faith Bacon 
Raye & Naldi 
Frazee Sisters 
Frank Paris 
6 Jitterbugs 


Russian Kreichma 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Karavaeft 
Michel Michon 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 
Walter Powell Orc 
Eddie Miller 
Fred Jagels 
Jack & Jean 
(Bermuda Room) 
Walter Powell Ore 
Jean Burton 
Marion Joyce 
Martha Wrenshall 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Ore 
Tony’s 
Spivy 
Francis Schulman 
Jack Bland 
James Douglas 
Tony Soma 
Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
Gleria Grant 
Giovanni 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Howard Woods Orc 
Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 
Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 


Whirliag Top 
Geo Morris Ore 
Paloma 
Irene Sianley 
Patricia March 
G & C Herbert 
Russell Dracken 
Nora Williams 
Great Calvert 
Carlisle Sis 


Yacht Club 
Al Shayne 
Playboys 
Yvonne 
Omar 
Phyllis Colt 
Gilvone & Starr 
Tom Christian Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Diana Castillo 
Julio Cervantes 
Luz Vasquez 
Pancho 

Eddie Aguilar Ore 


Cafe La Maze 
Park Avenue Boys 
Paul Winchell 

















Matty Maineck Or< 


Eddie Le Baron Orc | 


Club Bali 
George Yount 
| Bruz Fletcher 
Club Versailies 
| Jerry Lester 
| Walton & O'Rourke 
| June Sillman 
| Leonard Keller Ore 
| Cocoanut Grove 
Coleman Clark 
| Veloz & Yolanda 
Anson Weeks Ore 
Karl Carroll 
Stevens 
Sis 
Howard 


| 

! 

Ken 

| 3 Lovely 

|; We KE 
| Nirska 
Three Swifts 

| Johnny Woods 
Four Hot Shots 
Lela Moore 

| Susan Miller 
Beryl Wallace 
Reginald Craig 
igor & Tanya 
Archie Bleyer Ore 


Florentine Garden 


Bill Roberts Orc 
dirace Hayes Lodge 
Grace Hayes 

Lind Hayes 

loe Frisco 

Charlie Foy 

Nick Cochran Ore 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Mabel Kealoha 
Kiddie Valencia Ore 


Indigo Cafe 


Sid Brown 
Jimmy Ellard 
Jack Frost 
Val Harris 

Ila Conga 
Pepe Romero 
Anita Estalita 
Loliia & Monita 
The Theodores 


Chavez Or« 


Little Club 


Jane Jones 
| Paul Kendall 
| Grace Palmer 


Little Hungary 
\ ilesco Co 
Marecel’s 
Morgan 
Harper Ore 
Neville Fleeson’s 
Mandelay 


Kilgour 
Ortiz 


Helen 
Darryl 


Tune 


| Joe 


Chris Columbus Ore 
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Jimmy Kerr Ore 
Palomar 


Lionel Kaye 
Paul Gordon 
The Keen Twins 
Carl & Marjorie 
Artie Shaw Ore 


Paris Ina 


Dominic 

Shriner Twins & M 
The Costellos 
Marg’rite & M'rlinez 
Ken Henryson 

Eric Massey 

Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 


Phil Selznick’s ‘it’ 


Mauri Vaughn 
Alicia Graye 
Bill Lankin 
Lucille Young 
Wally Burke 
Seven Seas 
Danny Kaanna 
Hawk Shaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al McIntyre 
E Bush Quartette 
Slapsy Maxie’s 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Plotski 
Andy Sorrelli 
Cully Richards 
Al Norman 
Moore & Lewis 
Rita Carrol 
Tommy Reilly Ore 
Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Johnny Lang 
Kay Gregory 
Harry Ringland 
Tommy Blake 
Swannee Inn 
Clif€ Richie J: 
Juanelda Carter 
Eddie Beal 
Topsy’s 
Toni La Rue 
Gilbert & Howe 
Jennings & Murray 
Billy McDonald Orc 
Trocadero 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Tito Swingtette 
Ed South Ore 
Victor Hugo 
Carmine 
Skinnay 


Orc 











Ennis Ore 


‘ CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Keom) 


b H McCreery Ore 
Lillian Fitzgerald Betty Brvant 
Al & Freddie |; Don & Audrey LeM 
Harris & Scott | . 
Rubberneck Holmes | (The Buttery) 
rt nM | Cleo Brown 
Ques ideal | LeMaire Rhumba O 
Corlies & Palmer | 
Elaine Spencer | Bismarck Hotel 
Roberta Welch (Walnut Room) 
Katherine Tate | Virginia Gibson 
Radio Frank's Club | Gloria Lee 
Dorothy Whitney | Hadley Gls 
Fred Whitney | Bob Belmont 
Fred Bishep j } auline Swann 
Ethel Gilber | Betty Grey 
+ ang Wicke ar Herby Walsh 
Joe Gallagher | Red Fields 
| Patricia Long 
Rainbow Grill Phil Levant Ore 
Rarry Winton Ore Blackhawk 
Marlynn & Michael , 
- ' Jack Teagarden Or 
Rainbow Room sill Anson 
Al Donahue Ore Don Pedro Ore 
Wilma Cox | Linda Keene 
Jack Cole Co |; Bill Lockman 
Nita Carol | Maxine & Clayton 


Eddie Barron 


| Blackstone Hotel 

| (Kalinese Km) 

| Jean Loach 
Crusader Orc 

| Blue Goose 

| Evelyn Waters 

Al Lane 

Melody King 

Buck Hunt 

| 4 Hits & a Miss 

| Bon Air 

| Tony Martin 
freddy Martin Ore 

Paul Seidel 

Lee Sullivan 

Georges & Jalna 

Eunice Healy 

Rose Girls 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koom) 


Florence Schubert 
| Charles Baidwin 
| Grace Katrol 
| Norma Ballard 
Broadmont 
Herb Rudolph Ore 
Tony Gray 
| Sandy Creighton 
Martell & Dain 
| (owans 
| Betty Storey 
| Ruth Phillips 
| Ralph Hovey 
Chez Buckley 
| Dick Buckley 
Maritta Ryan 
Olga Anton 
Sam Bari 
| Ralph Lindgren Or 
Chez Paree 
| Harriett Hoctor 
Betty Hutton 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Romo Vincent 
Sterner Sis 
Don Orlando Orc 
Evans Adorables 


Club Alabam 

| Ann Suter 

Sadie Moore 

Jack Irving 

Paulette LaPierre 

Allen Cole 

| Ete Burton 

| Bernie Adler 

| Dorothy Dale 

Eddie Roth Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 

Dave Malcolm 

Marion Ford 

Galante & Leonardo 

Harvey & Hoxton 

Betiy Jerome 

Lee Francis Ore 





| 
| 
| 
| 








Colosimos 
|} Willie Shore 
Armida 
|; Bogash & Bardine 
| Lee Mason 

| Frank Quatrell Ore 
| Pronaph Gis 


Club Delisa 


Robinson 

| Mary Dixon 
Howard & Carita 
Patsy Styles 
Glenna Thomas 

| Billy Eckstein 

| Chippie Hill 
Rhythm: Willie 


Sam 


Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 


Johnny Banga Orc 


(Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 
(Pompetian Km) 


Irving Margrafft 
Del-Shore 
xe0 Hamilton 
Dolores Marcus 
Don Julian 
Margery 
Del-Shore Gls 
Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Rochelle & Lolo 
Maxine 
Ginger 


Ore 


Harmon 


Dutch’s 
Ralph Cook 
Dolly Doline 
Dot Henry 
Louise Shannon 
Knowlan Ore 
Edgewater Beach 


ote 
(Marine Room) 
Lawrence Welk Or 
De Angelo & Porter 
Mildred Stanley 
Walter Bloom 
Parnell Grina 
The Nighthawks 
Marine 4 
Harriet Smith Gls 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 


Keith Beecher Ore 
Paul Rosini 
Belva White 
Famous Door 
Esther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Terry O'Toole 
Al Robinson Orc 
Franke’s Casino 
Dave Malcoim 
Marion Ford 
Easter & Hazelton 
Billie Rogers 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Grand Terrace 


Tondelaya & Lopez 
Rhythm Pals 
Ted Smith 
Gladys Madden 
Dot Adams 
Buck & Bubbles 
Geo D Washington 
Jean Starr 
Earl Hines Ore 
Dusty Fletcher 
Leonard Reed Gis 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Nonnie Morrison 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Voss 
Hickory Inn 
Kay Dare 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Orc 
Hi Hat 
Marion & Denis 
Margo Gavin 
Kretlow Gls 
Sid Lang Ore 
Ivanhoe 
Dolores Donar 
Eddie Rice 
Kay Becker 
Vera Garrett 
Don Chiesta Orc 
L’Aigion 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Spyros Stamos 
Don Quixote Orc 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Sulle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Buddy Fisher Ore 
Dorothy Convers 
Liberty Inn 
Pinky Tracy 
Toni Jene 
Margie Marshall 
Dorice Waters 








SSS eee. 








— —— ———=B 
Billy Hill Dagmar 
Rita Manning Carol 
Jimmie O'Neil Boots Burns 
Bari Wiley Ore Boo LaVon 


Limehouse 
Bob Tank Orc 
Millstone 


Ann Millstone 
Fio Whitman 
Ga:e Lawrence 
Betty Marris 
Della Bartell 
Jack Roland Ore 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sis#ie Robbins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Sharone 
Morrisen Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Stan Ritoff Orc 
June St Claire 
Nappo Gardens 
Wharton Sis 
Angelica 
Ruth Nixon 
Lois Hallem 
Genevieve Jacyna 
Old Heidelberg 
Old Heldelberg Co 
Octet 
Robert 
Kranz 


Kessler 

& Fritz 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Raoul Kantrow 
Herbie Ore 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Glen Gray Ore 
Milton Douglas 
Gil Lamb 
Staples & 
Kermey & 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
(Dome) 


James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 

lion Niles 

Jack & Jill Warner 
Jerry Glidden 


Cerny 
Burke 


ros 


(Panther Room) 
fount Basie Ore 
Helen tlumes 
James Rushing 
Mugegesy Spanier 
& Jilterbugs 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Or 


Helen DuWayne 
Eleanor Daniels 
Jay Gilbert 
Louise Linda 


Marco & Virginia 
Frances Kay 

Hazel Zalus 

Nord Richardson 
Johnny McFali Ore 


Silver Frolics 
Harry Harris 
Elaine Rabey 
Tony & Gene 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 

Sunny Carter 
Connie Fasesaw 
Dolores Green 

Jane Dare 

Don & Betty Lynne 


Marg Faber Gis 
Joel & Annette 
Inez Scott 
Jessie Rosella 
Dolly Sterling 
Patricia Perry 
Carmen 
801 Lake Ore 
Tripoli 8 

Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 


Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Koom) 
Bob Hannon Ore 
Danny Drayson 
Jack Gwynne Co 





Stratosphere Club 


Princes Red Rock 
| Frank Barbor 
Subway 


Ginger Dix 
Gladys George 
Gypsy Zena 
Mary Lou 
Frances Thomas 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
Ruth & Buddy 
Kvelyn Lee 
Lolita Roche 
Alice Hansen 
Patsy Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 
Sammy Frisco Ore 
rhree Deuces 
Raby Dodds 
| Charles McBride 
i Julia Lee 
Lonnie Johnson 
Tower Inna 


; Sam Haas 

| Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 

| Hazel Bailey 
Kretliow Gls 
Wayne Bros 


3 Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ora 
Town Club 
May de Fill 
Milton Wolf 
Don Carini 
Neomi 
Georgina Ray 
Byron & Willis 
Bob White 
Roma Noble 
Joe Nitti Ore 


Villa Moderne 


Carlos Molinas Ore 
Lucia Garcia 
Villa Venice 
fsham Jones Ore 
Vanessa Amon 
Chandra Kaly 
Rich’ds & Adrienne 
Charlotte Claire 
Orlando Ricalde 
De Quincey & G 
Winona Gardens 
les Harmon 
Pat Allen 
Virginia Gilbert 
Lucille Johnson 
Frances West 
Nita La Tour 
Hazel Gregg 
| Frank Snyder Ore 





PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 


Margie Smith 
Arihur Summers 
Janet Conway 
Pierre & Rene 
Patricia Lord 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R'm) 
Meyer Davis Ore 


(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Jusie Ore 
A Murray Dancers 
Benny the Bum’s 
Larry Vincent 
Three Orchids 

1. Randerson Gls 
Beryl Cooper 
Vivien Marshall 
Ann & Bert Royce 
Driskill Wolfe 
Harry Kahn Ore 
Kmar 


Cadillac Tavern 
Jack Newlon 
H Reynolds Ore 
Cafe Moroney 
Scarey Gavin 
Al Cubler 
Hal Pfaff Ore 
Virginia Brown 
Patricia Law 
Tessie Nelson 
Isabelle Daniels 
Virginia Gane 
Helen Wilson 
Mariha Mole 


Club Morocco 
Joe Armstrong 
Keller Sis 
Mike Jafiree 
Jewell Ello 
Charlie Gains Ore 
Dutkin’s Rathskeller 
Frank Ponti 
Richard & Monette 
Rosalie 
Pepper Garet 
Andre & Francis 
Irving Braslow Ore 

El Chico 
Kay Laverly 
Margarete Marshall 
Jean Sheer 
Ivan Tashman Orc 
Embassy 
Al Moore Ore 
Pedre Blanco Ore 
George Clifford 
Muriel Daniels 
Dolores O'Neil 
Evergreen Casino 
Tommy Monroe 
Carlton & Juliette 
Irene Hart 
Al Ethridge Orc 
1523 Clab 
Swing King Orc 
Beth Challis 
Dolores Merrill 
8 Bombshells 
Ethelind Terry 
Forty-One Club 
Bobby Dell 
Frank Moore 
Jerri Vance 
Marcelle Michaud 
Jack Rich 
Billy Brill 
Harry Rohn Orc 
Melvin Evans 


Eenie, Meenie, M 
Fen & Mein 
Yvonettes (6) 
Bobby Morrow Ore 


| Harris Tavern 


Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Beity Thomas 


Hildebrand’s 


Charlie Neid 

Rex Barton 

Daniels & Day 

Merianne 

Carl Rowan 

Billie Richmond 

Bobby Lee Ore 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawaiian Reef) 

Frank Fisher 

Paul Valencia 

Suni Lauvi 

l.iafiafi 

isulu Holokal 

Numi Ahi 

bddie Valencia O®@ 
Jack Lynch's 


Charles Smith 

Vincent Risso Ore 

Barney Zeeman 

Bob Russell 

Florence & Alvaret 

Jerry Withee 

G Andre Martin 

Glamour Gis (12) 

Helene Heath 

Maclovia Ruiz 

Jimmy Blake 

Joe Frasetto Ore 
Lide Venice 

Jack Griffin 

Tirzah 

Binie Beck 

Gene Van 

Camille 

Doris Fields 

Dotty Dare 

Jerry Jay Ore 


Little Rathskeller 


Bob Carney 
Melba 

lilaine Jordan 
Kstelile Sloan 
Jean & Robertt 
4 Ink Spots 
Victor Hugo Ore 


Manoa Ina 


Leonard Cook 
bon & Doresse 
Deunne Rochelle 
Diane Gale 
Dorothy Leroy 
Morton & White 
Four Blossoms 
Billy Gates Ore 

Purple Derby 
Buck Caihoun 
Andy Russell 
Ray Allen Ore 
M & B Mealey 
Anna White 
Jean O'Neill 
King Sis (2) 
Jean Lamar 
Rainbow Terrace 

(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Orc 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 

Rendezvous 

‘iff Conrad 
Kippee Velez 
Lei'a Rose 





Frankie Palumbo’s 
Ben Perry 


Casper & Roth 
Ted Oliver Orc 
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VARIETY 
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Showboat Twentieth Century Cedar Gardens | Babe Sherman — 
Edith King Stylists Duke Melvin Ore | J#mes & Peltz VELOZ-YOLANDA TROUPE 


Day Break Nelson 
Gladdis _ 
Harlem Dictators Oo 


Stamp’s Cafe 


Lemish Ore 
pert Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Brunettes & R 
Paul & Paulette 
Grace O'Har. 


Silver Lake Ina 
(Clementon) 


Mickey Familant Or 
Alice Lucey 
Florodora Sextet 
Jane Patterson 
Rush Bros. 

Lillian Russo 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Hoiz 
George Reed 


Sun Ray Gardens 
Peggy Frame 
Nieke Gallucei 
Dick Tayler Ore 





Tommy Cullen Ore 
Venice Grille 

Claire Evans 

Fay Ray 

George Marchetti O 
Viking Cafe 


Jerry Delmar Ore 
Billy Callahan 
Joe Kearns 
Dick Gale 
Louise Seyrrour 
Brancheau & F 
Variety Boys (2) 
Helen Brooks 
Wagon Wheel 
Al Wilson 
George Peber 
Bob Adams 
Johnny Trebon 
Al Bastian Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Ilse Hart 

Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Helen Worthington 
Ralph Corahbi 

8 Cuerdsmen 


Dotty & Smith H Fuller & Sis 
Romena Ciaude & Cocinne 
P . siil Evans 
1900 Cafe Sid Golden 
Sandra Shaw Signor Karmino 
Camille Rober.s J & T Shellenh'mer 
Margie Frane Klidoradians 
Bill Miller 7 a 
Jimmy Bronsen ; Yacht ,! lab 
Nan Roberts Jimmy Bailey 
Texas Plant Kitty Helmling Orc 


Athletic Club 


Ha} Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 
Bert Phillip’s 
Pep Babler Ore 
Ethel Seidel 
Gabby Rogers 
Blatz Palm Garden 
Gabby Rogers Ore 
Al Buetiner Orc 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Orc 
Chateau Club 


Btan Jacobsen Orc 
Johnny Poat 
6 Brucettes 
B & M Gates 
Joy Kalese 
Jule Andrea 
Dorothy Dale 
Bebe Sherman 
Selly Ayres 
Clover Club 
Harry Weber Ore 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Hurley 
Flo Radke 
Don Kranich 
Margo 
Cole Twins 
Club Ferest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Club Madrid 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Jack Spangler 
Selby 2 
Janette Reid 
Millie Grosse 
Clab Milwaukean 
Otto Richter Ore 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Orc 
Club Terris 
Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 
Cenge Club 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornies Ship 
Ben Boe Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Bailey & Lamarr 
Bert Gilbert 
Fadya Kubikoft 
Devines Eagles 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Mabel Drake 
Red Roberts Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Mamie’s Grotte 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Virg Hoffman 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Reom) 
Herbie Holmes Ore 
Nancy Hutson 
Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoft 
Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 
Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Keck 
Lindy’s 
Marty Hoff 
Victor 
Phyllis Norton 


Leg Cabin 
Carl) Bergman Ore 


Miam! Club 


Elcanor Leonard 
Jayne & Daye 
Polly Walters 
Collette Garnet 
Joan Niesen 

Kay Lawrence 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Jobnny Davis Ore 


Meodernistie 
Diek Surgens Ore 
fommy Tucker 
Eteve Swedis Orc 

Oasis 
Leo Shaw Ore 
Enookse Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 


Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 


Claudia Ferris 
Jean Renard 
Dianne Lane 
Ria De Vere 
Pegey Hall 
St Clair & Durand 
Nonie Morrison 
Louis Streeter 
Bobbie Rae 
Paris 
Joe Gumin Ore 
Keiuny Kay 
Little Ray 
bill Davidson 


Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 


Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Iiunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 

3 Jokers 


Rendezvous 


Bob Matheson Ore 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 12 

La Nore Sis 

Marge O'Brien 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn Parr 

Jerry Lynn 

Billy Lament 


Reno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Babe Laway 
Pat Marvin 
Rose Vine 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brewnvill 


Sealer’s 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 


Schwartz 

Rav Herbeck Ore 
Skipper Leone Ore 
Ray Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 

Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 


State Gardens 


Ear! Rigg Ore 
Irene Sehrank 
Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June lierman 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 
Strand Annex 
Matthew Cryan 
Simeon Philipeff 
Bert Snyder 
Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 
Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Veslie 
Delunhrel 
Kidith Griffith 
Zita & Anis 
Billy -Gray 
Jerry Bergen 
Emma Galder 
Woleres Donar 


Town and Country 
Club 


Tinney Liveng’d Ore 
Larry Powell 
Cameo Gis 
Johnny Little 
Irene Burke 
Helen Savage 
Dorothy Starr 
Laureen Nevelle 
Duke Maline 

Tey's 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 


Trocadero 


Miron Stuart Orc 
Jane Rubey 
Shutta & Kent 
Dolly O’Dea 
Woodard Sis 


Wirth’s Futuristic 


Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 

Vaille Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 


Frank Cooper Ore 
M Merrymaker Ore 
Nic Harper Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 


Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
3 Castles 
Bonjona & Co 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 

Hy Barren Ore 





Verna Burke 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Allen & Parker 
Doroithey Wayne 
Alrway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 


Triza 
Rich’d Montgomery 
Mary Dixon 
Howard & Carita 
Helen Wiles 
Chateau 
Pete Geraci Oro 
Leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
Leon's line 
College Inn 
Nerman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Orc 
Doraine & Ellis 
Danny White 
Jai-Leta 
Samuels 3 
Chiquita Garcia 
Evelyn Andree 
Eddie Barnes 
Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Ore 
Mary Louw 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 
Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Orc 
Harold Copeland 
Walter Ashby 
Hatton’s Club 
Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 
Marsna Stone 
Ruth Parker 
Hotel AHNerton 
Sondra & J Steele 
Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Orc 
Walt Bergen Oro 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 


Ambassador 
Biil Tracey 
Rene 
Danny Beck 
Crandyl Sis 
Mel-Lowe Ore 
Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Lowry Clark Ore 


(Moter Bar) 
Vic Abbs Ore 


Chene-Trembley 
Danny Beck 
Gloria Shayne 
Jim & Chickie 
Lecardo 
Hank Finney Orc 

Ceommedore Club 


Ballard & Rea 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Artist Models 
Harker Thomas O 


Club Frontenac 
Frank Gillen Ore 
Vi-Mar Duo 
Lynn Sherrill 
Gloria Miller 
Elaine Manzi 
Jay Jason 
Sweethearts (8) 
Eastwood Gardens 
Shep Fields Ore 
Claire Nuna 

Imperial Club 


Boyd Senter 
Nub Brown Ore 


Jefferson Beach 


Diek Barrie Ore 
Richardson Twins 


Anchorage 
Hughie Mcrton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Art Norkus Ore 
Balconades 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 


Bill Green's 
Jack McLean Ore 
Tommy Cunn’gham 

Crest 
Johnny Roberts Ore 
Everett Haydn 
Carnevale Puppets 


Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 


Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Marion Mason 
Vera Barnett 
Dave Jeffreys 
Allen & Davis 
Lovie Amen 


Cork and Bottle 
Carla Moore 
Nick Parillo 

Eddie Peyton's 
Mike Peyton 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Joyce Palmer 
Marion Muller 


El Congo 
King Bass Orc 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Grant Page 
Nick Brooks 
Ruth Baker 
Hazel Calloway 
Billie McAllister 


Evergreen Gardens 
Curley Stewart Ore 
Rollo Plaza 

Kitty Carr 

Marie Harmon 


Hotel Henry 


M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 

Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Orc 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Bon Aire 3 


Hotel Schenley 


Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 


Hotel William Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Joe Reichman Ore 

Paul Moore 

Tony De Parde 
Dave Ke'ner 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Hfarry Martin 





Johnny Fritz 











Hotel Hollenden 
O SUINIEM AUIUIES 
Sammy Walsh 
Four Bachelors 
Loyanne & Renard 
Romany Three 
Judy Janis 


Hotel Statler 
C Hoagland Ore 
Jeanne Stewart 
Curtis Andrews 

Jack & Eddie's . 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vic Corpora 
Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pear) De Luca 

Monaco’s Cafe 
Willard Pott’s Ors 
Marilyn Maynard 
Grant Wilsen 

Mounds Club 
Arthur Stanley Or 
Jules DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 

Ohio Villa 

Freddie Carlone Or 


Mickey Katz 

3 Wilds 

Paul & Petite 
Barbara Loug 


Pol-Mar line 
Southern Tavern 
Ted King Ore 
Don Kaye 
Ubangt! Club 


Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 

Rose Morgan 

Sonny Carr 


DETROIT 


Northwood Inn 
Roberta Jonay 
Eddie Collins 
Ruthania & Malm 
Val Setz 
Ben Young Orc 


Oasis 
Charles Lazin Ore 
Ken Conroy 
Jans & Lynton 
Frank Brooks 
Dorothy Berlin 
Mary Jane 

Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
Elena Romay 
Dick Newell 
Pearl Magley 8 
Don Pablo Ore 

Powatan 
Walter Donahue 
Mildred Fenton 
Carole & Sharod 
Sammy Dibert Ore 

Sake 
Dancing Remos 
Johnny Fale 
Shirley Handler 
Dorothy Mayo 
Don Juan Rodrico O 

Statler Hotel 

(Terrace Room) 
Frank Gagen Orc 

Te-Jo Farms 
Four C)d Timers 
Carroll & Gorman 
Hal Boorn Ore 
Walled Lake Casino 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Westwood Gardens 
Wayne King Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Al Dilernia 
Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perelia 
Michael Strange 
Johnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
Larry & Davis 
Nora Lewis 


Kenny wood 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Gal Moran 
Vernon Batty 
Guy McCombs 
Bernards Elephants 


New Penn 
Kier Morrison Ore 

la Nada 
Pussey Decarmo 
Ramon & Diane 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Sybil Roth 
Leslies 
Rulson, Tamara & B 
Angelo Di Paima 


Nut House 
Boogy-Woogy 
Nick Sett 
Harry Nosokoff 
Reggie Dvorak 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 


Pines 
J Livingstone Ore 
Nolan Canova 
Frances Crawley 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Adele Curtis 
4 Queens 
Dewey Moon 
Jack Morgan 
Chicquita 
Riviera 
Hal Curtis Ore 
Dorothy Jones 
Brizz Dippold 
Show Boat 
H Middleman Ore 
Billy Keaton 
Rose Kenny 
Betty Benson 
Co-Eds (5) 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Orc 
Buzzy Kountz 
George Weber 
West View 


Emerson Gill Ore 
Campbells 
Willows 
Rill Marshall Orc 
Rarbara Burk 


Jobnny Dutly 


COAST, EAST, LONDON 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

| Veloz and Yolanda opened a week 

of one-nighters last night (Monday) 
in Long Beach, Cal., and wind up 
Sunday (18) in San Francisco. 

Trekking eastward, dance team 
plays a week in Saratoga, then sails 
to London for four weeks at the 
Cafe de Paris. On their return they 
are booked for a five-month coast- 
| to-coast tour. 


| 
| 
| 








Hofmann-Monteux To 
Open H’wood Bowl Sked 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Eighteenth symph season opens 
| July 11 in Hollywood Bowl, with 
| Josef Hofmann as piano soloist and 
| Pierre Monteux conducting the sym- 
phony orchestra. Other soloists dur- 
ing the season are Lily Pons, Law- 
rence Tibbett, Albert Spalding, Jose 
Iturbi, Pudolph Ganz and Dalies 
Frantz. Symphony conductors in- 
clude Albert Coates, Arthur Rod- 
zinski, Otto Klemperer, Werner 
| Janssen, Andre Kostelanetz and 
| lturbi. 
| 
| ‘Aida,’ goes on July 7-8 with an all- 
| Star cast. 
| 








e1l5 YEARS AGOe 


(From VaArRIEtTy) 











The Stage Guild, newly formed in 
| England, was aimed as a replace- 
| ment for the Variety Artists Federa- 
| tion by disgruntled former members 
| of the VAF.. 
| 


Fatty Arbuckle was given a tre- 
mendous ovation in making his 
vaudeville debut in San Francisco, 
the city where previously he had 
| been the subject of considerable 
| abuse. 


Milton Sills, Wallace Beery, Lloyd 
Hughes, William Collier, Jr., and 
Enid Bennett gave excellent per- 
formances in the First National pro- 
duction of ‘The Sea Hawk’. 





Swell cast presented ‘She Stoops 
to Conquer,’ but they couldn’t dis- 
miss the plays ‘feeling of tiredness.’ 
Cast included Dudley Digges, Basil 
Sydney, Pauline Lord, Helen Hayes, 
Paul McAllister, J. M. Kerrigan, 
Robert McWade, Augustin Duncan, 
Effie Shannon and Selena Royle. 


Many picture people, players and 
productionists alike, were returning 
to the east. Coast picture produc- 
tion was through, they said. 





Trixie Friganza was standout at 
the Riverside, N.Y., and the Timberg 
brothers galloped away with the 
honors at the State. 


The Equity strike entered its se- 
cond week and there still were no 
developments. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








New York State Elks convention 
here for four days. The Wandering 
Minstrels, including Art Hogle, Earl 
Godfrey, Eddie Hull, Douglas Beach 
and Annabelle Lee, did the enter- 
taining. 

John Dempsey, who backstages at 
Boston's Fenway theatre during the 
winter, here for observation. 


Russell Spaeghts, of Atlanta, a new 
arrival at the Will Rogers. 


Among those who were okayed to 
go home are Doris Andrews, of Bos- 
ton: Karleen Knight, Springfield, 
Mass.; Tom Butler and Ray Wil- 
liams, of Newark, N. J. 


The gang here thanks Mrs. Henry 
E. Loney, of Mountain Lakes, N. J., 
for books she sent to the Rogers li- 
brary. 

Joseph McCarthy, of 33 Franklin 
avenue, to bed for three months on 
| medico’s orders. 

} 








Jean Price still troubled by her 
recently wrenched back. 

Among visitors to the Colony: 
Mrs. Mark Vance, Dan Meehan, John 
Griffin, the William Phillipses, Mrs. 

| Thomas Dorsey and Arthur Magner. 

Grace McDonald back to the Rog- 

|ers after a session at the general 
| hospital. . 
Fddie Dowd, during rest periods, 
has penciled a new _ song, 
Dream.” played for the first time by 
the Hotel Saranac orchestra. 
| Irving (Loew's) Wilbur here for 
| two-week vacash. 
Harold Rodner ogling the gang. 
(Write te these whe are ill.) 


| 


As a preliminary, Verdi's opera, | 


‘Our 

















' Night Clu 





b Reviews 








URBAN ROOF 


(Continued from Page 46) 


tist with a bagful of card, brass-ring 
and bird-cage stunts. Usually gets 
the help of some ringsider. His 
closing wallop is a record that in- 
structs him (Che keeps on talking 
back to it) in a particularly showy 
trick that invariably brings the 
' house down. It’s the borrowed cig- 
aret-torn card routine, with the 
card winding up in the cigaret and 
the tobacco in an envelope. 

Arthur Murray dancers, instead of 
doing a routine or two of their own, 
get a daisy chain going on the floor 
and then pass out free rhumba in- 
struction. It’s usually a pleasant in- 
terlude. 





the Urban Roof’s revival of long- 
missing cover charge. It’s $1.50 cou- 
ple week nights and $2.50 on Satur- 
day, and biz has been excellent. 
Drinks still highest-priced in town, 
spot going after the spenders, al- 
though kids, surprisingly enough, 
|} are coming, too. Cohen. 


Bon Air Country Club 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, June 10. 
Freddie Martin orch, Tony Martin, 
Georges and Jalna, Walier Dare 
Wahl, Eunice Healey, Bon Air girls 
(20); producer, Sammy Rose. 








Joe Spagot has bargain value for 
golf lovers in his Bon Air Country 
Club, a snappy 32 miles from the 
Loop, but little for amusement de- 
votees, though digging deep for mid- 
night art. 

Bon Air, former 18 hole course, 
with its pretentious quarters trans- 
formed into a munch-and-step spot, 
isn’t setting the countryside afire. 
Idea is nifty. One may come out 
early, golf and loll around all day, 
then sit in on the show while being 
served a dinner or supper for a 
minimum of $3.50 Saturdays and 


Sundays, $2.50 remainder of the 
week. 
Weekends the 900-seater is ca- 


pacity, but offish rest of the time. 
Spagot rates bows for cuisine and 
service. 

Couple of Martins are featured in 
the show, Freddie, with his dance 
combo, and Tony, husband of Alice 
Faye, as the name draw and salary 
topper. Tony Martin sinzs pop 
melodies, pleases the gals moderately 
with nice tones and more so with 
his good looks. 

Sammy Rose could and should 
have gotten more from the revue. 


Costumes are all that could be asked, 
but routines are vintage, from the 
ultra-conventional opening to the 
patriotic, red fire finale. Between 
there is Tony Martin. 

Walter Dare Wahl and stooge, in 
customary acrobatics, Eunice Healey, 
catalogistic tapper, and Jast but far 
from least, Georges and Jalna, long 
at the Chez Paree here, whose smart 
dancing has kept pace with modern 
trends. O. M. Samuel. 


SKY GARDENS 


(Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y.) 





Basil Fomeen orch, 3 Idlers, Col- 
lette & Barry, Peggy Adams, Angela 
Velez, Jack Sherr. 


Caught on a Monday night, the 
so-called ‘off’ night traditionally in 
the nite spots, the Sky Gardens of 
the Hotel St. Moritz was nonetheless 
jampacked for the dinner session. 
It’s a natural location with its com- 
|manding view of Central Park for 
| the hot weather. The sufferer is the 
hotel’s street-floor Cafe de la Paix. 

—< a Monday night, and since 
Basil Fomeen’s band doesn’t work 
that evening, Jack Sherr doubles 
from the Cafe to the roof with his 
dexterous and versatile style of ac- 
comp. Sherr himself is a_ prolific 
performer on piano-accordion, organ 
and piano. 

Nice little show has Collette and 
Barry back again. Young and per- 
sonable pair hail from Canada and 
| have extended their stuff consider- 
j ably since Jast caught just about a 
| year ago. They've added a little vo- 
|calizing but do their ballroomology 
lin same solid manner, embellished 
'a bit now by a little shagging con- 
| ceit that takes them off nicely. Hold 
|promise for musical comedy stage 





| work. 

| Peggy Adams, out of ‘Jubilee,’ is 
|a warm personality for a hotel room 
|of this calibre with her pop ballads. 
| Registers on voice and poise. Three 
Idlers are string instrumentalists to 
| plug the waits; ditto Angela Velez, 


singing accordionist. 


| Yvonne Bouvier is due back when 
‘Streets of Paris’ premieres on 
Broadway. She’s in that Shubert 


Proof of Reichman’s draw here is | 


Girls are personable if ‘westernish.’|in a 


VOGUE ROOM 


(HOLLENDEN HOTEL, CLEVE.) 


Cleveland, June 9. 
| Sammy Walsh, Four Bachelors, 
‘Loyanne & Renard, Romany Three, 
Bob Millar’s orch with Judy Janis 
and Dale Hunter. 

Instead of slashing talent nut for 
summer, Dick Marsh is copping a 
| lot of the convention trade gravy for 
Hollenden hotel by shrewdly keep- 
| ing up caliber of floor operas in his 
| Vogue Room. Spot consequently has 
; become town’s ace business-getier, 
with current show m.c.’d by Sammy 
| Walsh, brought back for second time 
| this semester. Next to Gus Van, 
| Walsh is one of the room’s top faves, 
mainly because he knows the tempo 
here, He tears down local phobia 
against m.c.s with his infectious per- 
i sonality and smart line of ad-libbed 
| Sags. 

Crazy musical quiz on _ interna- 
tional tunes, worked with Bob Mil- 
lar’s crew, is Walsh’s most reliable 
| rib-tickler, coupled with his bur- 
|lesaue on Fred Waring’s collegiate 
;chorus. He shifts the pace uncan- 
nily, pulling busboys into vocal 
dueis, going into a soft-shoe routine 
and having an extempo battle of 
;}quins with convention hecklers. 
| Latter business is dangerous here, 
yet Waealsh’s knowing way of 
handling thin-skinned visiting-fire- 
men builds more good-will than re- 
percussions. 

Rhumba by Loyanne and Renard, 
pair of sleek terpers, is too polite 
for this kind of circus. Their neat 
dance interpretation of ‘Three Little 
Fishies,’ however, clicks better with 
its bright humor. Four Bachelors, 
on a h.o., fit into atmosphere well 
with slapsticked harmony, medieys, 
although quartet’s parodies are too 
long and missing in punchy taglines. 





Romany Three fill in show inter- 
ludes pleasantly with strolling in- 
strumentation. 

Millar’s new orchestra, which 


seemed too hot on first week, now 
has caught feeling of room more ac- 
curately. It serves more brass-toned 
swing than Sammy Watkins’ did, but 
it’s a livelier, solidly-delivered type 
of rhythm that the spot can stand. 
Judy Janis, a neat-looking half- 
pinter who can wear quaintly-styled 
gowns, is a deep-voiced vocalizer 
who hits it off excellently in duets 
with Dale Hunter. Pullen. 


ED SHERMAN FIGHTS 
$109 CHECKS’ CHARGE 


Edward Sherman, booking agent, 
hearing before Magistrate 
Burke in West Side Court, N. Y. 
Thursday (8) was ordered held for 
Special Sessions when he refused to 
make good $100 worth of rubber 
checks payable to Herman Barnett, 
poster artist with RKO theatres. 

Charge grew out of three checks 
alleged to have been drawn on the 
National State Bank of Newark on 
March 7 and 11. One check for $50 
represented wages due Barnett for 
work at the Shubert, Newark. Two 
other drafts, both for $25, were in the 
nature of advances granted by Sam 
Steifel, Sherman’s partner in the the- 
atre. Although the money was ac- 
tually advanced by Steifel, Sherman 
is being held as president of the 
partnership who signed the checks. 

Sherman admits owing the $50 
but disputes the two $25 advances 
and prefers to have the matter adju- 
dicated in court. He also seeks to 
find out why Barnett retained the 
checks for three weeks before de- 
positing them. The account was 
closed March 24. Simon Feinstein 
represents the defendant. 


Bomb Found by Janitor 
At Door of Pitt Nitery 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 
The sharp eye of a janitor, Joe 
Gorse, probably saved Bill Green's 
Terraced Gardens, one of town’s 
biggest roadhouses, from destruction 
the other morning when he noticed 
a mysterious-looking brown paper 
bag at the back door. Contents 
turned out to be an unexploded, 
makeshift time bomb. 
Green, through his attorneys, said 
he had no personal enemies and 
knew of no reason for the bomb. 


No Coin, No Music 


Silvermine (Conn.) music festival, 
one of top summer events of its 
kind in the east, will not take place 
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Todd Clashes with Equity on Control 
Of Revamped ‘Mikado at N.Y. Fair 





The squabble over ‘Hot Mikado’ 
is still suing on, Syncopated colored 
Gilbert and Sullivan show has been 
involved in differences from its in- 
ception, present difficulty dealing 
with reshaping the operetta into a 
unit for the purpose of placing it 


outside of Equity’s jurisdiction, at 
least for its planned booking at the 
World’s Fair, due to start next week. 


Equity reiterates its classification 
of the show, presented until recently 
on Broadway by Michael Todd. The 
‘Hot’ show was withdrawn from the 
Sroadhurst after playing 1i weeks 





New Scripts 











William Morris office is handling 
these scripts: ‘See My Lawyer,’ 
which Richard Maibaum and Harry 
Clork have rewritten from ‘I Want 
qa Lawver,’ ‘Greek to Greek,’ by Ar- 
thur Goodman and J. Arthur Fracht, 
and ‘Powerhouse,’ topical drama by 
George Sklar, author of the WPA’s 
current ‘Life and Death of an Amer- 
ican 





because of the slump which started 
when the Fair opened. 


Rehearsals were suspended Mon- | 
Equity because Todd | 


day (12) by 
had not replenished a bond guaran- 


teeing salaries for the Fair date. He | 
appeared before the council Tues- | 


day (lu) seeking concessions for at 
least a trial period, same as ac- 
corded the Skakesnearean tab 
Merrie England at the Fair. His re- 
quest was denied. 

Manager states that by turning his 
‘Mikado’ into a unit it should come 
under the jurisdiction of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors, which has 
neither regulations governing Sun- 
day performances nor other Equity 


restrictions to which Todd objects. | 


Indicated that if AFA claims jur- 
isdiction over the ‘Hot’ show as a 
unit, 
with Equity. 
doubtful if the vaude union would 
enter a jurisdictional controversy by 
so doing. An Equity leader stated 
that no matter how much the run- 
ning time is reduced, the Todd out- 
fit would still be within the Equity 
rules. Any attempt to change the 
policy of the Hall of Music at the 
Fair would be considered an evasion, 
that house having been established 
as a legiter, says Equity. There's 
some doubt, therefore, whether the 
‘Hot’ show will relight at the Fair 
next Wednesday (21), as now sched- 
uled, since the management contends 
it cannot operate under Equity rules. 


ELISE CHISHOLM QUITS 
WIMAN; WED TO LAWES 


Tom Weatherly will succeed Elise 
Chisholm as press agent for Dwight 
Deere Wiman. Miss Chisholm has 
resigned following her recent mar- 
riage to Lewis E. Lawes, warden of 
Sing Sing. Latter’s first wife died 
about two years ago when she fell 
while mountain climbing. Weatherly 
who hes been writing backstage 
stories lately for magazines, has been 
associated with Wiman enterprises 
for 15 years. 

Miss Chisholm was an officer 
of the New York Theatrical Press 
Agents, becoming acting president 
upon- the death of Ray Henderson, 
the president, who was killed in a 
plane accident near Greece while 
returning from a survey for Katha- 
rine Cornell, who had planned a 
world tour. Latter cancelled the 
tour after the accident. Bride, too, 
was active in the Theatrical Mana- 
gers, Agents and Treasurers Union 
after the Broadway p.a.s joined the 
union last year, 

Miss Chisholm is said to have ad- 
vised and edited Lawes’ writings, in- 
cluding his picture scenarios, 











Philly Legit Group 


Opens $10,000 Drive 


Philadelphia, June 13. 
Philadelphia Theatre, Inc., which 
will bring a series of five shows 
to Philadelphia next season for a 
run of two weeks each, started last 
week an attempt to raise a mini- 

mum working capital of $10,000. 
Organization plans, in addition, to 
sell a minimum of 5,000 member- 
ships, each providing for two tickets 
good for five performances, for $10 
each. It would assure in advance 
that the 1,400-seat Walnut, where 
the shows will be staged, will have 
90% capacity audiences. Reported 
that 3,000 subscriptions will assure 
financial success of the undertaking. 





Sherman Exiting Globe 
Hiram Sherman, comedian of the 
Globe theatre at the New York 
' World's Fair, is leaving shortly for 

_ summer theatre engagements. 
Rhys Williams, general manager of 


at | 


Mary Coyle Chase, who wrote 
‘Now You've Done It’ and RKO’s 
current ‘Sorority House,’ has com- 


pleted a new untitled comedy, which 
Matson & Duggan is handling. 

Robert Foulk, of the George Ab- 
bott production staff, has completed 
an untitled play, which Jacob Wilk, 
of Warners, is reading. 

Douglas McLean, not to be con- 
fused with picture star of silent 
days, has written comedy, ‘Dear 
Diary.’ Charles McAuley has com- 
pleted ‘Ivory Tower.’ Allied Au- 
thors handling both. 


BECK’S SECY ON 
TRIAL IN N. Y. 


Lillian Schrein, known in ticket 
circles as Lillian Saxon, former 
treasurer of the Beck theatre, New 

| York, and secretary to Martin Beck, 
| went on trial Monday (12) in general 
| sessions court, N. Y., charged by the 





it would precipitate a scrap) 
Latter declared it was | 





|manager with embezzlement and 
|forgery. Amount involved is said to 


ibe $50,000, plus $12,500 in jewelry 
| belonging to Beck’s daughter, Mrs. 
| Helen Leighton, of North Hollywood, 
|Cal. The complainant, however, es- 
| timates her alleged peculations total 
| $500,000. 

| When the defendant originally ap- 
| peared in court to plead not guilty, 
last year, she was held under $10,000 
bail. Her attorney, who then was 
I. Gainsburg, referred to Beck’s 
‘peccadillos,’ claiming some of the 
'money involved was used by the 
manager in flop ventures and for 
personal use. Irving Mendelson now 
|represents Miss Saxon, who is mar- 
| ried to Beck’s nephew, Bert Schrein, 
by whom she has three children. 

Mendelson stated at the opening of 
| the trial when she accompanied Beck 
to Chicago, that they used the same 
compartment and on another occa- 
sion they went abroad together. At- 
torney added that neither the hus- 
band nor Beck’s wife saw anything 
unusual in those junkets. 

Beck figures that Mrs. Schrein 
used much of the money to pay off 
losses on the races. However, he 
frequently took her to the track ang 
while he wagered modest sums, 
she’s said to have bet $1,000 and up- 
wards on a race. When she’s re- 
ported to have gotten jammed up 
with bookies, it was understood 
their attempts to collect at the the- 
|}atre aroused Beck’s suspicions and 
| the charges followed. Reported up 
; to that time that he did not bother 
to check up on his bank balance. 

According to her lawyer, Beck 
found in her ‘everything he desired, 
a competent business woman during 
the day and a companion in the eve- 
ning. Alleged that she had power 
of attorney to endorse checks and 
that she was a business associate and 
received a percentage of the profits. 

Beck made millions through his 
interests in the Orpheum circuit in 
the heyday of vaudeville and built 
the Palace on Broadway, formerly 
the No. 1 two-a-day house. With E. 
|F. Albee, the Keith and Orpheum 
;circuits were combined and again 
| the deal was highly profitable to 
,Beck. Turning to legit, he built the 
|Beck theatre, only house in the 
Broadway zone west of Eighth ave- 
nue. 














} 
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_ Sagehands Resume Fight 


Cleveland, June 13. 

Grippers resumed war on the 
Playhouse, self-styled non-profit 
community theatre, when local union 
affiliates of AFL voted last week 
to support stagehands in a new drive 
to force theatre to hire them. 

Resolution treaffirming an earlier 
vote to place it on labor’s ‘unfair 








the venture, may replace him, 


list’ was unanimously adopted. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of June 12) 
‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘One for the Money’—Harris, Chi- 
cago. 
‘Tobacco Road’—Biltmore, Los An- 





' geles (11); Concert hall, Long Beach 


(12); Municipal auditorium, Pasa- 
dena (13); Fox Arlington, San Ber- 
nardino (14); Auditorium, Visalia 
(15); White, Fresno (16-17). 


Eight Plays By 


Max. Anderson 
Slated on Coast 


Pasadena, June 13. 
Maxwell Anderson, with eight 
plays, monopolizes the fifth annual 
Midsummer Drama festival at the 








Pasadena playhouse this year, June | 


26 to Aug. 19. 


Program opens with ‘Elizabeth the 
Queen,’ June 26-July 1. followed by 
‘Valley Forge,’ July 3-38; ‘Wingless | 
Victory,’ July 10-15; ‘Masque of| 
Kings,’ July 17-22; ‘Both Your) 
Houses,’ July 24-29; ‘Gods of the 
Lightning,’ July 31-Aug. 5; ‘Winter- | 


set,” Aug. 7-12, and ‘Star Wagon,’ Aug. 
14-19. 





Stockbridge Sked 
Stockbridge, Mass., June 13. 

Berkshire Playhouse has_ an- 
nounced the following plays: Glenda 
Farrell in ‘Anna Christie,’ Jane 
Cowl in ‘Easy Virtue,’ Florence Reed 
in ‘The Circle,” Ruth Gordon in 
‘Here Today,’ Dennis King in ‘Pet- 
ticoat Fever,’ Thorton Wilder in 
‘Our Town,’ Edith Barrett and 
Richard Hale in a new play by Al- 
len Osborne, ‘Bi-Centennial’; and 
Violet Heming in ‘First Lady.’ 

Engaged for supporting roles: 
Helen Brooks, King Calder, Alex- 
ander Clark, Sayre Crowley, Ralph 
Cullinan, Emmett Rogers, Anthony 
Ross, Mary Wickes, Ethel Wilson, 
Oswald Marshall, Ann Mason, Nell 
O’Day and Audrey Ridgewell. Al- 
bert Waxd will design the sets. 





Coward Plays at Skowhegan 

Skowhegan, Me., June 13. 
Lakewood Theatre, under the di- 
rection of Melville Burke, began its 
third week last night (Monday) with 
a selection from Noel Coward's one- 
act play marathon, ‘Tonizht at 8:30.’ 
Guester this week is Joseph Ma- 
cauley, late of the St. Louis Civic 
opera, who has a warbling part in 

one of Coward’s pocket operettas. 





Clinton Sets List 
Clinton, Conn., June 13. 

Players theatre opens June 26 
for second year under Jackson Hal- 
liday. Leslie Halliday assisting as 
formerly and Ned Armstrong in for 
publicity. Douglas Montgomery 
fires starting gun in ‘High Tor.’ 
Gladys Cooper and Philip Merivale 
are set in ‘Spring Mecting,’ also 
Edward Everett Horton in ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’; Ray Heatherton, 
Duke McHale and June Hovick for 
‘Little Jessie James’; Lee Dixon in 
a musical version of ‘Three Blind 
Mice,’ tentatively titled, ‘Count 
Your Tickets,’ to be produced in as- 
sociation with Lee Shubert. 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Maxine Elliott, the American actress who’s reported in serious condition 
after a heart attack at her home on the Riviera, was a former Broadway 
star but virtually unknown to the present generation. She was the second 
wife of the much-married late comedian Nat C. Goodwin. Off the boards 
for 30 years, Miss Elliott has devoted her post-stage life to the two 
daughters of her sister, Gertrude, who is Lady Forbes-Robertson. 
four that reason principally that she lived abroad. 

She still owns 50% of the Max:ae Elliott theatre, on 39th street and 
Broadway, which formerly was one of New York's ace theatres, being noted 
for its green room. Lee Shubert, who operates the house, is said to own the 
balance. At one time an exceptional price was offered for the property 
but Miss Elliott was reluctant to sell. For the past several seasons theatre 
has been used for WPA shows and is regarded as being somewhat outside 
the theatre district. With the razing of the Sixth avenue elevated, prop- 
erty values in that section are slated to increase. 

Theatre was reported to have been built in her honor by a patron of the 
arts but that was never verified. In addition, Miss Elliott is said to own 
properties on the upper east side. 





It was 





Steve Cochran, who conducts summer stock at Olney, Md., has advised 
Equity that he is ready to pay off $900 in actors’ claims owed from last 
| season, when the spot started operating. As a stipulation, however, he 
asked he be exempt from posting a salary bond. He had previously been 
| exempt. Council declined the concession. 
| Equity regards the bond requirement covering salaries to be its most 
important summer stock function. Last summer 50% of the strawhats 
were paid off with coin so deposited, whether the season was profitable 
or not. 

Conditions in many of the rural show shops are reported improved 
this season. Heretofore, lack of accommodations backstage constituted 
the worst hardship for players, but this, it’s understood, will be alleviated 
considerably this year. 


It has been proposed to include countermen and other Broadway ticket 
| agency workers into the Theatrical Managers, Agents and, Treasurers 
union. If the plan eventuates such membership would be classified as an 
auxiliary group. However, these agency employes do not seem agreed 
that joining TMAT would benefit them. 

Understood they would not be permitted to accept boxoffice jobs until 
they were members of the union for a term of years, but there is no rule 
in TMAT that denies its treasurer members the right to work in ticket 
agencies. A number of former b.o. men employed by brokers are members 
| of the union by virtue of their former theatre connections, Agency people 
| say the rule should work both ways. 





Replacements for regular players on vacation from ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois,’ at the Plymouth, N.Y., weaken the performance in some minor 
respects, but as a whole the Robert E. Sherwood drama holds up well, 
particularly considering its long run. In all but a few respects, Raymond 
Massey’s playing in the title part maintains the standard of the opening. 
Performance is still admirably controlled and in some ways it is more 
illuminative than at the opening, but the star now tends to slight the final 
words and syllables. Muriel Kirkland is now somewhat constricted as 
Mary Todd and sing-songs her lines, but her grasp of the character is 
firm. None of the performances has the hoke that frequently creeps in 
after an extended run. 





New promotional campaign is being considered for ‘The American Way,’ 
at the Center, New York, season’s most costly production. Fresh billing 
and other publicity will start in several weeks, prior to the relighting of 
‘Way,’ which shut down Saturday for five weeks. Expectations are that 
leading shows will ultimately draw Fair visitors. ‘Way’ piled up a goodly 
profit up to May and the management advised those who participated in 
the show’s financing that a dividend was in sight. A series of radio pro- 
grams, in which Fredric March and Florence Eldridge, of ‘Way,’ would 


| participate, are being considered in the publicity plan. 





For the past two Friday evenings. Olsen and Johnson were in the Kate 
Smith broadcasts, substituting for Abbott and Costello. Arrangement was 
made because the latter duo is in ‘Streets of Paris,’ which has played in 
Boston during the past two weeks. Curtain of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ in which 
O-J are starred, was held about 10 minutes at the Winter Garden, N. Y,, 
because of the Olsen and Johnson radio stints. 

Broadcasts were from one of the CBS ‘playhouses’ on 45th street and the 
comics were able to reach the theatre within a few minutes. ‘Paris’ closed 
tonight (Wednesday) in the Hub and debuts at the Broadhurst next week. 





Management of the Globe theatre, in the Merrie England concession at 
the New York World’s Fair, is planning to invite the critics back for a 
second look at its tab Shakespeare shows. Reviewers covered the preem, 
but arrived at 7:30, and so missed ‘As You Like It,’ which went on at 5:30 
that night. Kate Warriner and Erford Gage play the leads in the show. 
Other shortened plays on the Globe list are ‘Comedy of Errors,’ ‘Twelfth 
Night’ and ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream.’ 








Justin Sturm, author of untitled play announced for October production 
by Day Tuttle and Richard Skinner, was a crack end (Yale ’21), Harper's 
published his first novel, ‘Bad Samaritan,’ and his short stories have ap- 
peared in leading magazines. Auriol Lee, who will stage the play, is in 
Hollywood to cast the male lead. 


‘Our | 














Town’ and ‘On Borrowed Time’ also 
set. 


Pa, First play of the season will 
be “Three Cornered Moon,’ with 
Strawhatiana Mary Brian...Sally Eilers will play 

Jessie Royce Landis left the hos-| the Cindy Lou part in ‘Kiss the 
pital in New York yesterday after| Boys Goodbye’ at Dennis, Mass., 
a minor operation. She'll tryout) the week of Aug. 21 or Aug. 28... 
Owen Davis’s new play. ‘Indian | Diana Barrymore Blythe, daughter 
Summer’ at Skowhegan, Me., the’ of John Barrymore and Michael 
week of July 23, do a revival at | Strange, will make her stage debut 
New Hope, Pa., and possibly a try-| in ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ the 
out at Locust Valley, L. I....North | week of June 26 and will appear 
Shore players, Marblehead, Mass.,/ with Douglas Montgomery and Doris 





King and Margaret Mullen in 
‘Olympia...the Surry (Me.) players 
will tryout Robert Pirosh’s ‘Grass Is ADDED STRAWHATS 
Always Greener’ late in August...| Northwestern Univ. Summer thea- 
Rosalind Ivan will play the Queen tre, Evanston, Ill. June 28. 

of Naples to Cornelia Otis Skinner’s| Severn River theatre, Arnold, Md. 
title part in ‘Madame Sans-Gene’ at| Mrs, Julian Chisholm Trenholm, 
Ogunquit, Me., in August and will} Roadside theatre, Buffalo. Cliff 
appear in Noel Coward's ‘Still Life’, Jones, Robert E. Smith. June 21. 
and ‘Home Chat’ and with Thorn- Green Gables theatre, Hazleton, 


of July 17 at Ogunquit, Me. 





ton Wilder in ‘Our Town’ at Co-| Pa. 
hasset, Mass. Gates Farm theatre, Green Hills 
Alla Nazimova will make her) Lake, Pa. J. W. Lindsay. July 4, 


strawhat debut July 31 in ‘Ghosts’ 
at Mt, Kisco, N. Y., and the follow- 
ing week at Westport, Conn., with 
Harry Ellerbe as Oswald...Albert 
Lipton, recently with the touring; Ethel Barrymore in ‘Whiteoaks’ 
‘My Dear Children,’ will be assistant | will be here for the week starting 
director and scene designer at the July 3 to open season for Bela Blau 


George McAllester. 





Deertrees Sked 
Harrison, Me., June 13. 








Green Gables theatre, Hazleton,| and his Deertrees theatre. Season, 


- 


} 





which will be Blau’s first in this 
district, will run for nine weeks. 
Among the productions tentatively 
slated is ‘Man in Possession,’ which 
may feature Rudy Vallee in a 
straight dramatic part. Singer, who 
has a summer hideaway nearby, 
would be on view the week of Aug. 
14. Other plays mentioned are 
‘Topaz,’ ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ and 


| @ new one by Marc Connelly, ‘Land 
| of the Living.’ 


open their season July 3 with Dennis | Dalton in ‘The Firebrand’ the week | tioned for appearances include Ed- 


Possible names men- 


ward Everett Horton, Madge Evans, 
Elissa Landi, Mady Christians, Enid 
Markey, Viola Roache and John 
Alexander. Blau will concurrently 
run a drama kindergarten in con- 
nection with the hat, stressing direc- 
tion and scene-and-costume-design- 
ing. 





‘Honey’ Tryout 
Philadelphia, June 13. 
‘Honey,’ farce adapted from the 
German by Maria Coxe, given its 


English language preem Monday 
(12) at the Hedgerow theatre, 
strawhat at Moylan, Pa. Origin- 


ally written by Rudolph Lother and 
Hans Adler, story is of an American 
candy wholesaler visiting France. 
Jasper Deeter is directing. 
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Equity Faces Another WPA Problem 
In Proposal to Cut FTP Personnel: 
Units Planned to Sift Qualifications 





Hollywood, June 13. 

Screen Actors Guild has wired 
a protest to Washington biggies 
against the contemplated curtail- 
ment or elimination of Federal 
Theatre Projects here. 

Prexy Ralph Morgan claims 
that dropping of the relief proj- 
ects would present serious preb- 
lems to a community heavily 
populated with actors. 





With the Federal Theatre Project’s 
personnel expected to be reduced 
shortly, Equity again faces the re- 
lief situation as a majo; issue. Last 
week was supposed to be a bye in 
council sessions, but that body was 
hastily summoned to consider pro- 
posals made by WPA officials, How- 
ever, it did not agree on the course 
to be pursued, principally because 
other unions in the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America, the parent 
performer union, are also involved. 


Session was called after Equity 
was advised by Paul Edwards, ad- 
ministrator for the theatre project 
in New York, that agreement on 
the procedure to reduce its com- 
plement should be reached between 
WPA heads and representatives of 
the actor-artist unions. General 
proposal was for the latter to name 
between 12 and 14 ‘qualification re- 
view boards’ of three persons each. 
They would comb the lists and indi- 
cate who's best qualified to be re- 
tained. 

It was decided 


finally that 


+ 








Karson Plans to Present 
B’way Musical in the Fall 


Nat Karson plans to produce a 
musical in the fall, He has the book 
and the financing, but is dickering 
for composers. It would be his first 
Broadway presentation, though he 
has staged and designed productions 
in the past. Latest designing job 
was ‘The Hot Mikado.’ 

In addition to his designing and 
production duties at the Radio City 
Music Hall, New York, Karson may 
also direct a summer tryout of a 
new straight play he has under 
option, 


TMAT Reelects 
Abraham Prez; 
Olver Defeated 


In a close contest, Saul Abraham 
was reelected over Charles Stew- 
art for presidency of the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and ‘Treasurers 
union Monday (12). Balloting was 
held at the Capitol hotel, New York. 
William Fields was made  vice- 
president by a narrow margin over 
Dan Melnick, incumbent; Joseph 
Grossman won from Hal Olver as 








although the problem was put up to! one business agent, Morrie Seamon, 
Equity, the other affiliates of the | unopposed, being re-elected as the 
Four A’s should first be consulted | other, while James Murphy, also un- 


before an answer is tendered to 


WPA. In addition to Edwards, How- 


; 


ard O. Miller, assistant to the na- | 


tional director, Hallie Flanagan, 
came from Washington for the coun- 
cil huddle. 


‘Discrimination’ 


Equity people seemed to feel that 
if it be charged with saying who 
should go from the WPA, they 
might be charged with discrimina- 
tion by their own .nembers, although 
it’s evident that considerable contro- 
versy will attend the depletion of 
the relief theatre rolls anyway, re- 
gardless of how it’s done. If the 
actor-artist unions sidestep the pro- 


posal, however, it would mean that | 


the WPA administrators would be in 
(Continued on page 54) 


‘Follies’ Slated to Fold 
At S. F. Expo June 24; 
10-Wk. Run Cut in Half 


San Francisco, June 13. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ produced by J. 
J. Shubert for the San Francisco ex- 
po, will fold June 24. Decision to 
shutter the ‘Follies,’ housed in the 
California Auditorium, was one of 
the first acts of the new expo man- 
agement, headed by Charles H. 
Shrub, who last week succeeded 
Harris Connick as genéral manager 
of the Fair. Notice was posted last 
week, 

Financed by the exposition asso- 
ciation to the tune of $100,000 prior 
to its debut, ‘Follies’ has been los- 
ing more than $1,000 daily, it’s re- 
ported. Exposition company has 
been. paying the cast’s salaries and 
Follies’ will have had a run of only 
five of the 10 weeks it was originally 
scheduled to play. 

Settlement of the contract was 
reached between Shubert and ex- 
Position officials after Milton Wein- 
berger, Shubert attorney, arrived 
from New York for that purpose. 
Details were not revealed. 

Fair management is said to have 
guaranteed Shubert $100,000 gross for 
10. weeks, not eight, as originally 
reported... If the revue didn’t. gross 
that much, the Fair. assumed liabil- 
‘ty for the difference. 














opposed, is again secretary-treasurer. 

Fields, of the New York press 
agents group, and Grossman, of the 
Yiddish group, were on the inde- 
pendent or opposition ticket, so that 
the new lineup in TMAT is about 
50-50. Unaerstood that the indie 
candidates were elected by the pre- 
sumably united votes of the two 
groups, which have 62 and 40 mem- 
bers, respectively. Total vote cast 
was 642, out of a total membership 
of 1,045, indicating that a goodly 

(Continued on page 54) 


NEGOTIATE ‘PORTRAIT’ 
FOREIGN RIGHTS SALES 


Deals for the French and Scandi- 
navian rights to ‘Family Portrait’ 
are being negotiated by Cheryl 
Crawford, who last week disposed 
of the London rights. Stock rights 
have already been sold and the play 
is set to tour in the fall under Thea- 
tre Guild subscription. 

Lenore Coffee- William Joyce 
Cowen drama was slated to close at 
the Morosco Saturday (10), but was 
reprieved when business perked. It 
will continue on a week-to-week 
basis. Although most of the cast. 
(including Judith Anderson, the 
star) have voluntarily taken cuts to 
the Equity $40-a-week minimum, to 
keep the show running, the 13 stage- 
hands still recéive their regular 
scale, varying from $54 to $87.50 a 
week. 








Saroyan Sails; ‘Highlands’ 
Slated for London Prod. 


William Saroyan, whose ‘My 
Heart’s in the Highlands’ was the 
controversial high of the recent 
Broadway season, sails today 
(Wednesday) for an extended Euro- 
pean stay. Will divide his time be- 
tween London, Paris and Dublin. 
London production of ‘Highlands’ is 
being set by the Matson & Duggan 
play agency. 

Author’s ‘The Light Fantastic’ 
(newest title) is on Eddie Dowling’s 
fall production list, with the man- 
ager slated to play the lead. W. C. 
Fields, Marlene. Dietrich and -Julie 


VARIETY $1 











FOUR CLOSINGS 


July 17 — ‘Kiss 
‘Mamba’ and ‘Money’ Also 
Ready to Return If Biz Up- 
turn Continues 





NEW MUSICALS 


Improvement of business along 
Broadway last week gave rise to the 
expectation that several run shows 
that recently closed will be able to 
resume before the summer is over. 
There are at least four which are 
possibilities for relighting during 
July or August, including “The Amer- 
ican Way,’ which is announced to 
resume July 17. Boxoffice at the 
Center, where the patriotic drama 
played 20 weeks, is being kept open. 
Up to Saturday (10), when the show 
closed, the full six-man crew of 
ticketsellers was on hand. Two are 
being retained during the layoff 
period. ‘Way’ perked up materially 
last week. 


Production effects of ‘Kiss Boys 
Goodbye’ are still at the Miller and 
the same applies to ‘Mamba’s 
Daughters,’ at the Empire. ‘Kiss 
Boys,’ which virtually spanned the 
season, is being released for summer 
stock but the isolated rural spots 
would not materially affect attend- 
ance on Broadway, it’s believed. 

Another relighting possibility is 
‘One for the Money,’ announced to 
return to the Booth. Show opened 
in Chicage last week, with favorable 
reports of its reception there. Re- 
peat in New York appears dependent 
on how long the Loop will support 
the revue. 


If the Broadway upward turn 
proves consistent, that will eliminate 
the chances of summer musicals 
staying out of town longer than an- 
ticipated. ‘Streets of Paris’ is slated 
into the Broadhurst next week, the 
date being shoved forward, to be 
followed early in July by ‘Yokel 
Boy,’ booked into the Majestic. 


None of the proposed revivals that 
were supposed to be staged for 
World’s Fair crowds has eventu- 
ated. Series of such presentations 
was due into the Belasco this sum- 
mer but the idea appears to have 
been shelved, although the date was 
merely set back, according to its 
sponsors. 


Bartsch Sues to Regain 
‘Maytime’ from Shuberts 


-Hans Bartsch has filed suit in 
N. Y. supreme court against Select 
Theatres Corp., Select Operating 
Corp., Century Library, Inc., J. J. 
and Lee Shubert, asking for a 
declaratory judgment, stating that 
all producing rights on the operetta, 
‘Maytime,’ belong to him. 

Attorneys for the plaintiff allege 
that the Shuberts have lost their 
rights to the operetta, but state that 
Metro is in no way involved, having 
purchased rights from both parties 
before making the picture. 


Abbott Acquires Third 














| Play for Fall Productien | 





‘American Way’ to Reopen | 
Boys,’ | 





| 





‘Reluctant Feet,’ comedy by Gladys | 


j 


Hurlburt, has been bought by 
| George Abbott for fall production. 
Will probably follow the new Rod- 
gers and Hart musical comedy on 
‘the producer’s schedule. Third play 
| on the Abbott list is Ayn Rand’s 
| untitled work, which is currently be- 
| ing revised. He has dropped his op- 
| tion on ‘Carriage Trade,’ previously 
' slated for this fall. 

According to the producer’s pres- 


, ent plans, he will put the untitled 
' Rodgers and Hart show 


| 


| epening, probably out of town. 


into re- 
hearsal in August for a September 
Mu- 
sical will have a college background, 


Haydon mentioned as other prin- | with football getting the chief rib- 


cipals. eos we 


:' bing. No one is yet set for: thecast. 


SPURT REPRIEVING B’WAY 


League-IMAT Bargaining Huddles 





MAY RELIGHT End; Mgrs. Nix Wage Hikes to B. 0. 


Men, Seek New Way to Settle Rows 


The Payoff 





Stage manager of a recent 
Broadway play that closed after 
a few performances was asked 
to play a bit and, unwilling to be 
seen in such an unimpressive 
part, stipulated that his right 
name must not be used in the 
program. Management picked a 
moniker at random and was 
greeted at the box office next day 
by a little-known but plenty- 
knowing Equity member of the 
same name. 

Actor demanded two weeks’ 
pay because his name was used 
in the billing. After consulting 
the Equity rules, the manage- 
ment forked over the coin. 


Equity May Not 
Rejoin Mors. In 
Enforcing Code 


Under an agreement between 
Equity and the League of New York 
Theatres, changes to the ticket code 
may not be made without the as- 
sent of both organizations. Recently, 
the League asked the Assn.’s coun- 
cil for an opinion on proposed 
changes. Although Equity is still 
‘surveying’ the League’s activities 
in enforcement of the code, the an- 
swer has been framed and the man- 
agers body will be advised of the 
comment this week. 

Regardless of that phase of the 
ticket matter, it’s intimated that 
Equity will not commit itself to ex- 
tend the year’s basic agreement, 
which expires Sept. 1, at this time. 
That may also go so far as sub- 
scribing to the code next season. 
Although the ticket rules are 
claimed to have held down agency 
abuses considerably, the League and 
Equity are united also in seeking 
the adoption of the Spellman bill, 
which is pending in the council of 
the City of New York. Measure 
is calendered for another public 
hearing Friday (16), with a flock 
of Broadway proponents expected to 
be on hand. 

If the measure is passed, sale of 
tickets for more than 75c over the 
boxoffice price would be a felony 
and punishable by fine and im- 
prisonment. 

Such law might obviate the ne- 
cessity for continuing the code, but 
brokers would be expected to test 
its legality on the grounds of price- 
fixing. Some in Equity are ap- 
parently not anxious to participate 
in the code because of possible jegal 
entanglements. 

Lew Brown, who’s readying ‘Yo- 
kel Boy’ for Broadway, had a ses- 


(Continued on page 54) 


‘SWING MIKADO’ SLATED 
TO RESUME FOR CHI FTP 


Chicago, June 13. 

Cast of the origina] Federal Thea- 
tre Project production of ‘Swing Mi- 
kado’ returned to the WPA rolls 
here yesterday (Monday) and the 
colored ‘Swing Mikado’ returns to 
the boards of the Great Northern 
July 4 under WPA auspices. 

Commercial backing is chilled un- 
til at least October, according to 
Bernard Ulrich, of Ulrich & Erick- 
son, who took the show off WPA 
hands in New York. Under commer- 
cial auspices, the show had a short 
run at the 44th St., N. Y., after big 
biz under the WPA in Chicago anc 
N. » 2 a *.*? e 34 
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| Bargaining conferences between 
ithe managerial League of New 
| York Theatres board and the Theat- 
rical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers union have been completed. 
| During the sessions the managers 
| made it clear that they are opposed 
to all salary increases sought but 
that there may be one concession by 
the league. Latter favors change in 
the method of settling disputes. 

With both sides having clearly in- 
dicated their reactions to the many 
| proposed changes in the basic agree- 
| ment, which expires Sept. 1, results 
— be mulled and the drafting of 
a new contract is expected to start 
shortly. New governors of TMAT 
| will consider the League’s ideas. 
| Agreement originally called for a 
| one-year period but under the rules 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board, employers are required to 
| recognize organizations for collective 
bargaining purposes to apply over 
periods to be determined by both 
sides. 








Increases in Doubt 


Presumably in doubt are the in- 
creases asked for boxoffice people, 
whose scale is the lowest of the 
groups in TMAT. Bargaining com- 
mittee of the union is said to have 
been most insistent on getting an 
equalization of salaries for company 
managers on the road, which are less 
than those paid advance agents. 
Present scale is $125 for managers 
of straight shows and $150 for mu- 
sicals. Latter figure should apply for 
both types of attractions, TMAT 
| contends. In New York the pay is 
| $100 and $125, but the union claims 
(Continued on page 54) 


[Mary Martin, Olivier, 


| Massey Scheduled To 
Quit Shows for Films 


The number of players fig- 
ured to be drawn to Broadway from 
the Coast for stage appearances for 
the season of 1939-40 is an unknown 
quantity. During the season just 
ended, none of the legit runs was 
disturbed by the lure of Hollywood 
casters. Several screen names are 
mentioned coming to the stage next 
season though engagements are not 
definite. 

During the summer, however, 
three names are leaving Broadway 
for studio assignments. Probably 
first to go is Mary Martin, who will 
|depart from ‘Leave It.To Me,’ Im- 
_perial, where she scored principally 
iby singing ‘My Heart Belongs To 
| Daddy.’ Miss Martin is a Coast dis- 
covery but is yet to make her mark 
in the studios. Laurence Olivier, 
featured in ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
Barrymore, will follow. His cone 
tract expires July 1, but he’s ex- 
pected to play through that month. 
Replacements players for each part 
haven't yet been selected, although 
Rex Harrison, the Britisher, is men- 
tioned for the Olivier assignment. 

Raymond Massey, starring in ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth, with- 
draws from the cast Aug. 5 and goes 
to the Coast to play the lead in the 
film version of the drama. Plans 
first called for Massey leaving the 
show before that date. He would 
rejoin ‘Lincoln’ when the play goes 
on tour. It’s first touring stand is 
Boston, Oct. 9. Massey is not slated 
to take a vacation, although other 
members of the cast are getting two 
weeks off with pay. None is cast 
for the film version. Richard Gaines 
will take over the name part in ‘Lin- 
coln’ until Massey returns from the 
Coast. 














| 
| 


| 


Stone’s ‘Herbert’ Trek 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Andrew Stone has planed east to 
| Jook over Broadway talent for Para- 
mount’s ‘Victor Herbert,’ wh‘ch he 
| directs. eye“ ; 
Allan Jones and Mary Martin are 
only leads éef. . ; 
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Bway Hopes Rise With Better Biz; 
‘Comedy’ Soars, 186, ‘Hellz Hikes 
To 296, ‘Story; ‘Way’ Jumps 66 





Managers of surviving hits on! 
on Broadway have their fingers) 
crossed, hoping that the upturn reg- | 
istered last week by some shows por- | 
tends the end of dropping business. 


In some instances the increases 
were surprising for a normal week | 
without a holiday. Grosses rose from |} 
$1,000 to $3,500. Latter betterment | 
was quoted for ‘No Time For 
Comedy’, which, however, had been 
off more than estimated With 
around $18,000, show is indicated a 
cinch for the balance of the summer, 
unless a layoff is called for by Kath- 
arine Cornell, the star. Same goes 
for one or two other leaders 


Another attraction to bound up-| 
ward was ‘Hellzapoppin,’ the Broad- 
way leader, which picked up $2,400) 
over the previous week and regained 
the $22,000 plus level. ‘The American | 
Way’ bettered its pace even more} 
the rest, probably because of the) 
five week layoff announcement, go- 
ing up $6,000 to over $22,000. ‘The 
Philadelphia Story’ returned to sell- 
out business and ‘The Little Foxes’ | 
also improved. Weather was fair, | 
with some too-warm days but thea- | 
tres got a break Saturday night (10). 
After rain at supper time, the wea- 
ther cleared, bringing business 
the box offices. 

Next week will see the entrance 
of the first summer musical ‘Streets 
of Paris’ at the Broadhurst. Revue 
was touted strongly in Boston, where 

~ excellent business was drawn. Com- 
ing too, is ‘From Vienna’, an unpre- 
tentious refugee revue which relights 
the Music Box. It will have a $2.20 


op. 

‘The Family Portrait’, announced 
to close last week, held over. No an- 
nounced closings this week but some 
shows are on a week-end basis. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” Plymouth 
(35th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Picked 
up around $1,000; quoted over $15,- 
500; lively trade Saturday night (10) 
and earlier in week also. 

‘Family Portrait,” Morosco (15th 
week) (D-691; $2.20). Advertised 
final performances last week but im- 
proved attendance led to continu- 
ance; rated around $5,500. 


‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 


(30th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). There’s| 


no stopping leader; made up what- 
ever slack there was previous week 
and registered $29,000, increase of 
$2,400. 

‘I Must Love Someone,’ Vanderbilt 
(19th week) (C-800; $3.30). Having 
stayed this long it’s a summer hold- 
over possibility; did fairly well for 
show of its kind; over $5,000 claimed. 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (32d 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Some im- 
provement for musical runner-up, 
which went well past $17,000 last 
week. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(9th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Claimed 
hefty climb with gross going around 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





HILDEGARDE 


First Lady of Television 
Recording for DECCA 


Per. Mgr. ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep. JACK BERTELL 




















ERNEST C. ROLLS 


Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


AS THE STAR 





| too, 


to | 


| thn $4,500, but making a profit; slated 





$18,000, improvement of $3,000; pre- 
vious week misquoted. 

‘The American Way,’ Center. Lay- 
ing off after 20 weeks; went upward, 
on notice of suspension until 
July 17 and got around $22,500; $6,000 | 
better than previous week. | 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (18th 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Business im- 
proved here, too, last week, though 
not as much as some others; quoted 
above $14,000. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(12th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Up 
about $1,000, to over $22,000; dis- 
tinctly topper of straight shows. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (288th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Management 
figures on breaking run record, but 





| 
| 


takings have been slipping up 
slightly; $3,500. 

‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (61st 
week) (C-1,059; $3.30). Something 





of champ cut-rater; making some 
coin even with low-grosses; around 
$3,500. 
REVIVAL 

‘Cutward Bound,’ Playhouse (26th) 
week) (D-873; $3.30). Has felt the! 
downward boxoffice trend and/| 
slipped; last week under $4,500, low 
for date so far. 


ADDED 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage, 
(80th week). Mentioned to move to 
house of greater capacity; intimate 
revue has been getting slightly less 


to move to Windsor. 
WPA 
‘Life and Death of American,’ 
Elliot. 
‘Sing for Your Supper,’ Adelphi. 
‘Pinocchio,’ Ritz. 


‘PARIS’ SOCKO $24,000 
IN HUB; 4 EXTRA SHOWS 


Boston, June 13. 

| ‘Streets of Paris’ is a smash here, 
| with biz building to capacity-plus 
|during its second tryout canto. 
| Early last week, management in- 
| tended taking it off to head for New 
| York, but the advance sale came 
whamming in with such gusto that 
four extra performances were an- 
nounced. Plans are to shutter it to- 
morrow night (14). 

Next awaited entry is ‘Yokel Boy,’ 
the new Lew Brown musical, star- 
ring Buddy Ebsen, due to preem 
Monday (19). ‘Trial of Dr. Beck,’ 
FTP mystery, opens for two weeks, 
June 20. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Shubert (1,590; 
$3.30) (2nd wk.).—As far as this 
town is concerned, it’s a winner. 
Solid houses in the hottest weather. 
Carriage trade buying tickets be- 
cause most of ’em missed ‘Hellzapop- 
pin,’ and the Olsen-Johnson credit 
in the ads makes it look like a first 
— Last week around $24,000, 
socko, 


Al Fresco ‘Rose-Marie’ 
| Grabs Big 486, St. Louis 


St. Louis, June 13. 

| First local showing last night 
| (Monday) of ‘Queen High’ at the al 
| fresco Forest Park theatre, grossed 
j}approximately $3,500. Unusually 
| cool weather crimped the b.o. on the 
operetta, which is the second in a 
12-week season. 

|. Prima donna Hazel Hayes, making 
her local bow, was a solid click in 
the role of Polly Nettleson, while 
Billy House, ene of last season’s 
faves, continued from right where 
| he left off. Others who scored were 
Gladys Baxter, Melisa Mason, Oscar 
.Shaw, Una Val Castle and Duke 
| Michale. 

‘Rose Marie,’ the season’s opener, 
| wound up a 10-day run on Sunday 
/(11) with a smash $48,000, despite 
threatening weather throughout the 
session. It attracted 83,000 customers, 
as against 70,000 for last season's 
opener, ‘Gentlemen Unafraid.’ 


Proposes New Ticket 
| Plan for Phila. Orch. 


Philadelphia, June 13. 
New ticket plan to relieve some of 





























| the Saturday night emptiness in the 


deluxe portions of the Academy of 
Music during Philly Orch concerts 
is being offered to Dr. Harl McDon- 
ald, new manager, McDonald’s 
scheme is to offer the downstairs tick- 
ets in blocks to music clubs, schools 





of his Newest Sensational Hit Show 


The Famous 
Now Playing His Majesty's, Theatee 
ow ayin, 8 ajesty’s eatre, 
aetbourne, Australia 











selves, 
| wil] be by the groups. 


and colleges. Then those who cannot 
afford to hold a ducat for the entire 
season can divide it up among them- 
All handling of the tickets 


PROV. BANS ‘MICE,’ 
‘WOMEN’ AS ‘CHEAP’ 


Providence, June 13. 
Characterizing John Steinbeck’s ‘Of 
Mice and Men’ and Clare Booth’s 
‘The Women’ as ‘lowdown, cheap, 
bawdy and lusty,’ the Providence 
Bureau of Police and Fire refused 
to issue licenses Friday (9) for the 
plays, previously scheduled for pres- 
entation at the RKO Albee here. 
An appeal on the bureau’s recent 
ban of the film, ‘Professor Mamlock,’ 
is now pending in the Rhode Island 
supreme court. 


‘Cat-Fiddle’ Mild 
166, SE; Follies 
In the Red, $9,500 


San Francisco, June 13. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ with Helen 
Gahagan and George Houston, 
wound up a week's engagement at 
the Curran last week. Although re- 
vival of the Jerome Kern operetta 
got rave notices, biz was somewhat 
below expectations. 
‘Cavalcade of Golden West’ ex- 
ceeded the Shuberts’ ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies,’ just managing to keep out of 
the red. Both shows are at the 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion on Treasure Island. The ‘Fol- 
lies,’ however, set the Fair back 
plenty. 

The Alcazar is still playing the 
Federal Theatre Project’s ‘Two a 
Day.’ 











Estimates for Last Week 


‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Curran (1,770; 
$3.30). Los Angeles Civic Light 
Opera Assn. did a bang-up job on 
revival of Jerome Kern’s operetta. 
In the cast, besides Miss Gahagan 
and Houston, were Eric Mattson, 
Armand Kaliz, Eddie Foy, Jr., Doris 
Carson, Claud Allister and Billy 
Griffith, Show played only one 
week and then closed in order to 
make way for John Charles Thomas 
in ‘Gypsy Baron,’ which opened last 
night (Monday). ‘Baron’ will have 
to do considerably more than the 
$16,000 which ‘Fiddle’ got in view of 
Thomas’ guarantee of $7,000. 


TREASURE ISLAND 


‘Cavalcade of Golden West,’ Caval- 
cade (15th week) (5,000; $1.10). Dis- 
appointing Saturday (10) and Sun- 
day (11) gate at the Fair responsible 
for drop to about $10,000. Word of 
mouth is excellent. 


‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ California Audi- 
torium (3d week) (3,300; $1.10). 
‘Follies’ took it on the chin last 
week, biz dropping to about $9,500. 
Closing notice up for June 24. 


WPA 


‘Two a Day,’ Alcazar (4th week) 
(1,259; $1.65). Still packing ‘em in. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Jackson Wooley, Eleanor Cough- 
ron, William Cope, Ruth McCormick, 
Arthur Davison, J. P. Cahn, Alfred 
Anderson, Marquette theatre, Mar- 
quette, Mich. (permanent company). 

Clair Kramer, Mark Daniels, Ar- 
thur Anderson, ‘Yeoman of the 
Guard,’ Central City, Col. 

George Macready, Sylvia Field, A. 
H. Van Buren, Kathryn Givney, 
Jessamine Newcomb, Elizabeth Love, 
Hume Cronyn, Kéenan Wynn, David 
Byrne, ‘Shadow and _ Substance’ 
Skowhegan, Me. 

Charlie Althoff, Phil Silvers, ‘Yokel 
Boy.’ 

Sybil Redmond, Virginia Riley, 
Betty Halley, Joel Ashley, Robert 
Russell, Davis Sullivan, Paul Giles, 
Capitol players, Footguard hall, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 


Mitzi Green, Haila Stoddard, Seth 
Arnold, Joseph Pevney, Percy Hel- 
ton, Ivoryton (Conn.) playhouse. 


William Johnson, Maya Keila, Alan 
Morrill, Allan Walker, Irving Ben- 
son, David Poss, Diana Callard, 
Harry Day, Dorothy Maxine, Bar- 
bara Kocyan, Pinebrook theatre, 
Nichols, Conn. 


Frank Lyon, Nancy Duncan, Rob- 
ert Perry, Raymond Greenleaf, Vir- 
ginia Dunlap, Edwin Gordon, Emery 
Heaton, Martha Skeen, David Durs- 
tin, Richard Burdick. Erin Jo- 
Gwynne, Evelyn Whycoff, Edmund 





Wallace, Guy Palmerton players, 
— park, Fitchburg Park, 
ass. 


Saralie Bodge, Frank Evans, Chris- 
topher King, John Hannan, James 
McNeil, Richard Warren, Virgil Scar- 
dins, Marion Hease, Helen Johnson, 
Iris Gabrielle, Elizabeth Cox, Leon- 
ard Altobell, Rochester Summer the- 
atre, East Evon, N. Y. (permanent 
company). 

Millard Mitchell, Hugh Marlowe, 
Peggy Converse, Rockwood Hall the- 





atre, North Tarrytown, N, Y. 











Children’ Off Former Pace in i 


Return, $12,000; ‘One’ Fair $7,500 


White’s ‘Scandals’ Will 
Tryout in A.C. on July 31 


Although George White’s ‘Scan- 
dals’ does not go into rehearsal un- 
til June 30, the revue is definitely 
booked to open July 31 at the Gar- 
den Pier, Atlantic City, where it will 
play at $3.30 top. Musicals usually 
take five weeks for rehearsals. 

It will be the first tryout at the 
shore resort in some time. Previ- 
ously Atlantic City was used during 
the summer to polish up many major 
musicals. Pier house is managed by 
Lex Carlin, formerly of the Apollo, 
where most of the tryouts were 
staged. 


Play Out-of-Town 
THE GYPSY BARON 


San Francisco, June 12. 








Los Angeles Civic Opera Association pro- 
duction of ‘The Gypsy Baron,” a new 
American comic opera based upon ‘Zigeun- 
erbaron’ by Johann’ Strauss; book by 
George Marion, Jr.; lyrics and musical 


adaptation by Ann _ Ronell; 


Johann Strauss; 


music by 


arrangements by Arthur Kay, assisted by 
Leo Erdody; stage direction, Alonzo Price; 
musical direction, Frank Tours; scenery 
and lights, Awan; choral direction, Mario 
Silva and George Cunningham; ballets, 
Aida Broadbent; costume designs, Kate 


Drain Lawson; 
Previewed at the Curran, 
top. 


June 12; $3.30 


ISt VAN. ccccccccetescccccces: .Delos Jewkes | 
Ceripr@..ccecséceccccccecss mariana Aldrich 
Mirabella. ccccccencccess Charlotte Woodruff 
POSBSIDONGL so g.000 0600000 0200s ses Rolfe Sedan 
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Sandor. .ccccccccscccccccess Clarence Badger 
BRIG o's wc cccccccccccece John Charles Thomas 
ELOMONAY oc ccccccccccccccccces Florenz Ames 
AEG s 0:40 4603 5466600086600 Vivian Della Chiesa 
Zurika..esece Coccccccccces Clemence Gifford 





Starring John Charles Thomas in 
the title role, the American premiere 
of ‘The Gypsy Baron,’ based on 
‘Zigeunerbaron’ by Johann Strauss, 
was enthusastically greeted by a ca- 
pacity audience at the Curran the- 
atre tonight. 

Most ambitious of productions 
staged during the two years’ exist- 
ence of the Los Angeles Civic Light 
Opera Association, ‘Gypsy Baron’ 
presents the Metropolitan Opera bari- 
tone in a role cut to his measure. 
His magnificent singing gave new 
life to the melodious Strauss music, 
composed more than 50 years ago. 
Original Strauss score has been re- 
orchestrated and several of his 
famous waltzes inserted. 

George Marion, Jr., who wrote the 
new book for ‘Gypsy Baron,’ has 
failed to produce a libretto worthy 
of the Strauss music. Plot is negli- 
gible and slows production consid- 
erably with its triteness and undis- 
tinguished dialogue. Comedy is 
practically nil with Billy Gilbert, of 
film fame, being forced to do plenty 
of mugging in effort to get laughs 
where none exist. 

Leading soprano is Vivian Della 
Chiesa, already known to radio and 
opera audiences, but a newcomer to 
light opera stage. Vocally she is 
superb, her voice blending delight- 
fully with that of Thomas, but her 
lack of experience in acting and 
stage deportment is evident. Her 
makeup was also faulty. 

Overshadowing Miss Della Chiesa 
in personality, Hope Manning in the 
second soprano part was unusually 
effective, both in acting and singing 
her coquettish role. Clemence Gif- 
ford and Mariska Aldrich both dis- 
played excellent voices. Florenz 
Ames, in minor comedy role, was 
amusing. Ballet and choral work 
was exceptional and costuming cost- 
ly and eyefilling. 

Considering the fact that the pro- 
duction was hurriedly thrown to- 
gether in two weeks and was pre- 
sented without a dress rehearsal, the 
first night performance was remark- 
ably smooth. In a curtain speech 
Thomas gave the audience an inkling 
of production difficulties when he 
remarked, much to the amusement of 
the cast, that he was glad the cur- 
tain came down, inasmuch as it had 
seemed likely it would not go up. 

Milt, 


Dowling-‘Town’ 6G 


Providence, June 13. 
Eddie Dowling’s ‘Our Town’ 
grossed fair $6,000 for one week: at 
the RKO Albee last week. 
‘Susan and God’ is scheduled for 
week of June 19. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


‘Three Sisters,’ Stark Young's 
adaptation of the Chekov classic, has 
been purchased by Cheryl Crawford 
for early fall production. Present 
plans. provide for direction by Lee 
Strasberg and a leading roie for 
Margaret Wepster. 








orchestrations and choral | 


produced by Edwin Lester | 





Chicago, June 13. 
That one week's layoff for ‘My 
Dear Children,’ caused by the illnesg 


of John Barrymore, didn’t do the 
show, any good. Show, which had 
indicated a sure click here, and had 
been running at a near $15,000 pace. 
has dropped off around $3,000 from 
its original pace. 

The musical, ‘One for the Money,’ 
ij} had an excellent Opening here and 
both press and word-of-mouth were 
excellent. However, initial week’s 
trade was only fair, though some- 
what profitable. 

At the Civic the revival of ‘13th 
Chair’ winds up Saturday (17) and 
will be followed on Sunday (18) by 
ithe revival of ‘Accent on Youth’ as 
the third of the stock series being 
produced by J. Charles Gilbert. 

WPA got nifty notices for its ‘As 
You Like It’ at the Blackstone, the 
third and final Shakespearean item 
On a quick series. ‘Street Scene’ is 
next play due by the Federal Thea- 
tre Project here. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Dropped 
around $12,000, disappointing. 

‘One for the Money,’ Harris (ist 
| week) (1,000; $2.75). Musical re- 
ceived happy treatment from press 
and public, but got away rather 
tenderly. Took $7,500 for initial ses- 


sion, 
REVIVAL 
13th Chair,’ Civic (Ist week) (800; 
$1.65). Mystery repeater didn’t 
garner much attention and held to 
meek $3,000 for first week. Closes 
Saturday (17). 





(5th 
to 





‘As You Like It,’ Blackstone. A 
winner for the FTP. 


L. A. LEGIT ECLIPSE, 
‘ROAD’ 86 FINALE 


Los Angeles, June 13 


Town went completely dark with 
closing (11) of ‘Tobacco Road’ at 
Biltmore after three weeks, and 
‘Run Little Chillun,’ FTP production, 
at Hollywood Playhouse. 


‘Road’ added extra performance 
(11) making eight-day final week, 
and currently is making tour of one- 
nighters before going into Curran, 
San Francisco, for four weeks. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road’, Biltmore (D1-654; 
$1.50) (3d-final week). Maintained 
steady pace and added another $8,000 
to previous gross. 











Strawhats 


WORLD’S FAIR 4-1939 


Nichols, Conn., June 1. 

Revue presented by Pine Brook Theatre 
at Pine Brook Lodge, Nichols, Conn., May 
27, °39. Staged by Irwin Swerdlow; dance 
director, Matilda Naaman; settings, Wolf- 
gang Roth; costumes, Maria Humans; 
technical director, Joseply D. Feldman; as- 
sistant technical director, Manuel Korn; 
orchestra conducted by Alden Porter, 

Cast: Allan Walker, Irving Benson, 


Diana Callard, Harry Day, Wilma Sohet, 
Edward J. Bing, Lee Kiesel, Dorothy Mor- 
rison, Alan Morrill, Art oss, Manuel 
Korn, Blanche Fields. Parbara Kocyan, 
Janet Georges, Betty Shea, 





Since serving Broadway's Group 
Theatre as a summer laboratory a 
few years back, the Pine Brook re- 
sort outside Bridgeport has had a 
mark to shoot at. Preem production 
of this season, ‘World’s Fair 4-1939,’ 
displayed an assortment of interest- 
ing performing talent but deficiency 
in the writing and staging. 

Even if New England is outside the 
borscht circuit, Pine Brook bears a 
similarity to Catskill camps as a 
training ground. At least three par- 
ticipants of curtain-raising revue re- 
veal promise of joining long list of 
successful former borschters. These 
are Bill Johnson, baritone of NBC; 
Irving Benson, of 52d street and 
burly; and Dorothy Maxine. 

Johnson is a youngster with looks 
and height and an attractive under- 
play in song delivery, a reasonably 
good bet for musicals or bandstand. 
Benson, formerly at the Yacht Club 
and in burlesk, is inclined to over- 
estimate the audience’s_ broad- 
mindedness, but he has a natural 
comic way that is consistently sale- 
able. Miss Maxine, used once in a 
dance single and in several desha- 
bille skits, makes a tidy revue asset. 

Sketches seem hurriedly put-to- 
gether in writing and staging, with 
frequent bad taste even for a sum- 
mer-resort audience. Edward J. 
Bing, refugee, is likable in Italian 
and English songs, and Wilma Sohet 
out of opera also contributes to 
quality division. Maya Keila and 
Harry Day head terps sequences ex- 
pertly. Ballet number ‘Dawn of a 
New Day’ comes off pretty well 
against limitations of stage. 

Titular World's Fair theme follows 
nominally through program. Elem. 





Dorothy Maxine, Bill Johnson, Maya Keila .” 
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Broadway 


—_—_-—_— 


Lou Clayton still in St. Clare’s 


hospital. 

H. B: Franklin 
Coast Friday. 

Richard Clark, legit actor, to Chi- 
cago to visit his mother. 

Kay Hansen, of Hansen-Williams, 
bedded with cold last week. 

Film row a cow-path this week.) 
Everybody’s in Minneapolis. | 

Terry Turner dickering on a socal 
mount exploitation affiliation. 

Irene Kuhn to Hollywood on writ- 
ing assignment for Paramount. 

Mel Shauer motored across the| 
continent in 342 days—so he says. | 
Walter Wagner, legit player ond | 
stage manager, is writing a comedy. | 

Charles E. Richardson now the big 
mogul on RKO financial deals with! 
the banks. 

Lou Lusty, in from the Coast for a} 
visit with his mother, goes back 
today (Wed.). 

Frieda Fishbein to Philadelphia for | 
the Monday (12) preem of ‘Honey’ at 
Hedgerow theatre. 

Dr. Edmond Pauker, play agent, 
will go to the Coast late this summer 
for business-vacation. 

T. X. (Tex) Jones, Paramount ex- 
ecutive, in Parsons hosp, Flushing, 
L. I., with pneumonia. 

Treasurers Club held open house 
during the TMAT election at Capi- 
tol hotel Monday (12). no 

Leonard Gaynor, ex-publicist at | 
20th, was honor guest at N. Y. film 
critics’ party this week. 

Myles Gibbons of the Paramount 
home office production department 
seriously ill at St. Luke’s. _ 

Francis Harmon, Hays office pro- 
duction code chief in N. Y., back 
from two months on the Coast. 

Lynn Farnol busting his vest-but- 
tons over that World’s Fair photo in 
front of their Britannic Majesties. 

Lester Thompson, Hays office ad- 
vertising advisory committee chief, 
heading for Fire Island for recupera- 
tion. 

Fred Schang, Jr., Columbia Con- 
certs Corp. exec., planed Saturday 
(10) to Bermuda for a month’s vaca- 
tion. 

Charles MacDonald, RKO division 
manager in New York, sailing today 
(Wed.) on a three-week European 
vacation. 

Della Carroll, nudie at the Fair 
with N.T.G.’s ‘Congress of Beauty,’ 
becomes a U.S. citizen June 26. Na- 
tive of Ireland. 

Dorothy Beach wed to Erik Bar- 
nouw in Vermont, June 3. He teaches 
radio writing at Columbia Univer- 
sity. She was one of his students. 

Ruth Morris due back from the 
Coast in a couple of weeks. Mean- 
while Henry Lewis is handling the 
William Morris office play depart- 
ment. 

Broderick Crawford back in N. Y. 
after his screen appearance in ‘The 
Real Glory.’ Former legit player 
will vacation east until his next film 
assignment. 

Franchot Tone, seriously ill with 
a kidney ailment, reported somewhat 
better and may be discharged from 
the hosp. in another week or so. Due 
on Coast for Metro commitment. 

Richard Whorf, back from the 
Coast, where he was tested by RKO 
for the lead in ‘Hunchback of 
Notre Dame,’ goes to Genesee Depot, 
Wis., in a few days to see the Lunts. 

Victor Jurgens, March of Time 
cameraman active in covering the 
Orient, operated on for appendicitis 
at sea last week. He was removed 
from the ship to the naval hospital 
at Guam. 

Seagram’ sign on Strand Bldg., 
featuring an ani:sated horserace 
which unveiled Friday (9), is due 
to become one of the more popular 
spectaculars on Broadway. Boys 
think it more on the level than some 
of the local tracks. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


leaves for the 











Ralph Webster and orch at Forest 
Park Highlands. 

Bill Zalken, p.a.ing for Municipal 
Theatre association. 

Elsie Clanahan re-elected prez of 
- East St. Louis Better Films Coun- 

Federal income tax lien of $51,293 
against John K. Johnoff settled by 
compromise. 


with ‘Call It a Day,’ anead of last 
year. 

Frank Panus director of St. Louis 
Federal orch that is giving series of 
p.m. concerts during summer season. 
First was held in World’s Fair pa- 
vilion in Forest park. 





Mrs. Harry Palmerston Williams, | of September. 


former Marquerite Clark of the 
silent films, in town to attend a 
wedding. She has lived in N.O. since 
the retirement from screen. 

Paul Beisman, manager of Munici- 
pal Theatre assn., has completed ar- 
rangements whereby 30,000 under- 
privileged children will attend al 


during current 12-week season. 

Superintendent P. A. Tate, of the 
Missouri Anti-Saloon League, 
ordered off the state senate floor and 
a bill permitting the sale of 3.2 beer 
at church picnics and entertainments 
was killed. Tate was barred as a 
lobbyist. 

Out-of-town exhibitors shopping 
on film row include Casper M. Mass- 
man, Hermann, Mo.; Mrs. I. W. Rod- 
gers, Cairo, Ill., and her son, Carson, 
who manages the Rodgers Circuit in 


| Southern Illinois and Eastern Mis- 


souri; H. Clarke, Mattoon, Ill., and 
Leland Allen, booker for the Com- 
monmealth Amusement Co., Kansas 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 








Elmer Hollander sick 
bay. 

Jim Harvey trekked to the Fair 
last week. 

Dave Dietz 
with fight films. 

Lew Pizor to New York and Pitts- 
burgh last week. 

Nate Silver, of the Earle, Allen- 
town, out of the hospital. 

Ed Moss hosted flock of Scranton 
visitors to Delaware track. 

FTP going on the air weekly from 
3,000-seat aud at Woodside Park. 

Frank Brookhauser, late of the 
Bulletin, now doing theatrical fea- 
tures on the Philly Inquirer. 

Dave Rosen in Washington fast 
week supervising transfer of Trio 
exchange into Clark Films. 

KYW’s ‘Music for Moderns,’ one- 
hour Sunday show, now going to the 
Canadian web as well as NBC. 

RCA to service sound equipment 
in all Spyros Skouras’ National The- 
atre houses, under termer signed last 
week. 

Sandy Guyer gifted by Horace 
Heidt with an electric clock in ap- 
preciation for recorded plugs on 
WPEN. 

When films failed to stimulate 
patronage as expected at the Open 
Door, op of the spot put the projec- 
tor in his car to return it. Then 
someone stole the car. 

Herbert Speiser, counsel for Na- 
tional Association of Performing 
Artists, named counsel and secre- 
tary-treasurer of Philadelphia The- 
atre, Inc., which will bring 10-week 
legit season here in the fall. 

John Ferro, ex-manager of the Ar- 
cadia, in a dilemma. To get his 
summer clothes out of the bankrupt 
nitery he must obtain an order from 
federal court, approval of the land- 
lord and of tiie attorneys for all in- 
terested parties. 

Weddings galore 
circuit. Among them Jean R. Falco, 
Savoy; Isadore Margolis, Model; 
Henry Russo. Auditorium; Barnard 
Rothbard, Earle; Paul Hurvitz, 
Avon; John C. Campbell, Home; 
Woodrow Ecker, Majestic; Anthony 
Steigerwalt, Allegheny; Sam Miller, 
Earle; Fulton Seeny, Center. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


out of the 


in from New York 


in the Warner 








Fritz Reiner into new home. 

John and Carly Wharton here. 

John Fearnley back from Cleve- 
land. 

Harry Archer working on a new 
score. : 

Martha Deane looking over coun- 
tryside. 

Cobina Wright, jr., at Cobb’s Mill 
for a rest. 

Grace Moore extending stay at 
her farm. 

Ringling Bros. in nearby Bridge- 
port June 30. 

Blanche Ring living at Rowayton 
this summer. 

Brock and Margaret Pemberton 
househunting. 

Country Playhouse 
‘White Wings.’ 


will revive 





Ben Benjamin, new district man- 


ager for Columbia Pictures, making | 


St. Louis his headquarters. 


0 Sullivan, booker for Colum- | 


bia Pictures, on shelf with strained 
back suffered in wrestling bout on 
Picnic. 

Fred Wehrenberg. owner of a chain 
of nabes and prez of MPTOA of East- 
ern Missouri and Southern Illinois, 
in New York. 

Katherine Darst, columnist for 
Globe-Democrat, a.m. rag, in Wash- 
ington last week to cover doings of 
British royal couple. 

Josephine Antoine, Met coloratura 
soprano, gave recital at Lindenwood 
college, St. Charles, Mo., on silver 
anni of Dr. John L. Roemer, prez. 

Town Square theatre, atop west 
end office building, opened season 
Friday (9) with ‘See Naples and Die.’ 
Six performances will be presented. 

Season subscription sales for Civic 
Theatres, Inc., local strawhatter 


that gets under way Tuesday (20) 


Vivienne Osborne’s mother passed 
away in Spokane. 

Warren Munsell, jr., handling pub- 
licity at Playhouse. 

Jane Keith back 
Country Playhouse. 

Dixie Tighe home from long trek 
with British monarchs. 

Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 
celebrate first wedding anniversary. 

Suzanne Brown giving the first 
big party of the 
(17) 


in boxoffice of 


James Melton commuting to Dear- | 


born, Mich., for Ford summer broad- 
casts. 

New Whitestone Bridge puts this 
colony within easy driving distance 
of the World’s Fair. 

The Phil Dunnings to Skowhegan, 
Me., to see daughter Virginia in the 
Skowhegan stock company. 


Fredric March will stay here dur- | 


} 


| 


fresco. theatre in Forest Park cuffo | 





| . 

| Ruth Draper playing her 12th sea- 

Was r . . 
. | Vaudeville for four weeks. 

| La 

| sadeurs, Cannes, on talent scout here. 


London 


Gracie Fields to undergo two op- 
rations. 


Fred Brezin to America for month 





Fred Lindsay in town from Moroc- 
co, returning there shortly. 

Joe Friedman to Switzerland to re- 
cuperate from recent illness. | 

Edgar Middleton, author of the 
play, ‘Potiphar’s Wife,’ left $1,500. 

Rex Ingram added to cast of Alex- | 
ander Korda production, ‘The Thief 
of Bagdad’, 





son in London. She has 


Baulle, Biarritz and 


Alice Delysia vacationing in Mo-| 


fore resuming vaudeville dates next 
month. 

Kimberly and Page, English music 
hall comedians, recently completed 


‘After the Dance,’ goes into the St. 
James's June 21. 
presenter. 
George Robey sold his collection of 
rare china at auction prior to sailing 
for a tour of Australia and South 
Africa. Sale realized $6,500. 
_ Gino Arbib here with Paone, look- 
|} ing for 24 gals, dance team and 22- | 


a film, ‘Windew in London,’ at| 
Denham. 
Terence. Rattigan’s new play, | 
| 


A. D. Peters is the | 








| position to the Lido, Venice. 

Dorchester House giving up leg 
shows for straight vaudeville. The 
Savoy hotel has Georgie Hale’s 12 
American Glamour Girls for a fort- 
night. Latter may be held over in- 
definitely. 

Joseph & Oliver, owners of small 
theatre in Edgeware road, have 
leased the Rialto, Coventry street, 
and will operate as a Continental 
film house. House was formerly 
leased by Associated British. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


for few days to see her heart, Hal 
Fifer, of the Cecil Golly crew. 


special exploitation on the Jascha 
Heifetz picture, ‘Music School.’ 


ing room in new William Penn hotel 
headquarters “The Nickelodeon.’ 


ing ‘One for Money’s’ week layoff 
between New York and Chicago. 


sales manager, got an honorary LL.D. | 
| from St. Vincent’s College last week. | 


leased the | two 
| Shearn, of Camerphone, who's en- 
| Julian Duclos, booker of Deauville, | 4ged to Louise Mueller, 
Ambas- | Sutton, of Regent, with Jerry Leiber | 
| the girl. 


Evelyn Gerstein in town doing 
Harrises have dubbed their screen- 


Gene Kelly home for vacation dur- 





Manny Cohen has returned to 


'nitery arena again at El Congo after | 
| being out of the biz for four years. | 


John J. Maloney, M-G district | 


August marriages scheduled for | 


WB nabe managers, Martin | 


and Henry 


Bob Thompson, prez of Post-Ga- | 


rocco and on the Basque coast be- | Friday We unit, resigned his post | 


(9), quit the paper follow- | 
ing day, married Margaret Miller of | 


Sewickley Monday (12) and will join 


| piece band for Abassia, which is op- | biz contacts on way across country. 








Jerry Weisfeldt, Warner Brothers’ 
| booker, sprained ankle. 

Henry Herbel, Warner 
district manager, a visitor. 

Charlie Weiner of Monogram Film 
Row’s champion fisherman. 

Several all-night liquor spots op- 
erating again as lid is tilted slightly. 

O: M. Samuels in from New York 
| to attend daughter’s graduation from 
| convent. 

W. J. Heineman, Universal west- 
ern sales’ manager, here for sales’ 
meeting. 

Edwin Stengel from Chicago new 
RKO salesman, succeeding Eph 
Rosen, resigned. 





visitors to Allied States’ convention 
at his northern Minnesota estate. 

Bertha Nauer, M-G-M secretary, 
preparing for vacation trip to Yel- 
lowstone National Park and San 
Francisco. 

Jack Heywood, independent cir- 
cuit operator, off to South Bend to 
see youngest son graduate from 
Notre Dame. 

Paramount bunch flew back from 
Los Angeles’ sales convention so it 
would be here in time for Allied 
States’ convention. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, off for West Coast to spend 
two weeks at studio before touring 
various exchanges in capacity of 
S. R. Kent drive leader. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen . 











| Tony Confortis and Lou Passarel- 
| los to the World’s Fair. 

| Billie Mulvihill and Bob McKee 
| have moved their altar date up to 
June 30. 

Neville Fleeson’s mother has gone 
ts Hollywood to spend the summer 
with him. 

Al Kavelin has added two more 
saxes to his band since closing at the 
Nixon cafe. 

Recent siege of coo] eve..ings has 
been going hard on the outdoor 
dance spots. 


W. A. Steffes entertained group of | 


Brothers’ 








Mary Hopper returning to Kenne- 
bunkport, Me., for another session of | 
summer stock. 
| John Ward’s (he’s Sun-Tele news 
editor) celebrated their 17 wedding | 
anni last week. 

Mildred White, Joe Feldman’s sec | 
in WB publicity office, vacationing | 
in Hollywood. 

Johnny Duffy and his Hammond | 
organ have shifted from Bill Green's 
to the Willows. 

Ward Sisters and their ma are 
| pulling out next week for a month's 
| Fest in Florida. | 
| Jack Carroll, who played for Judy 





season Saturday Garland and Phil Regan, now accom- 


| panying Marion Talley. 
Charlie Kurtzman tossing reserved 


/seat premiere for ‘Goodbye, Mr. | 

| Chips,’ at Penn June 22. | 
Jack Mundstuks—he’s the MG | 

salesman—expect their first visit 


| from the stork in the fall. ; 
| Louie Amen in town again after 


| parties for Jack. 


Chicago | 


CBS tossed a party for Orson) 
Welles. 

Johnny Jones back from talent | 
i hunt in the East. 


Leo Morrison stopped off for some | 


Jack Pollock back in Chi after 
tour ahead of the Paula Stone unit. 


Johnny Johnstone, NBC warbler, | 
goes into State-Lake for a one-week- 
er as m.c. 

Arch Herzoff up near Hudson Bay 
as first B. & K. press department 
vacationer this season. 

Twentieth Century-Fox exchange 
engaged in a sales drive for local | 
chieftain Clyde Eckhardt. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. M. Rubens (he’s 
former chief of Great States circuit) 
celebrated 36th wedding anni. 

With possibility of falling beams 
from the next-door Capitol building 
during wrecking process, B. & K. 
execs have carefully shifted desks 
away from windows. 


Hollywood 


Zorina home with flu. 

Pat Casey in from New York. 

John Garfield to Mexico City. 

Ray Milland back from London. 

Ashton Stevens here for vacation. 

Gregg Toland on motor vacash up 
north. 

Lou Sherrell joined Jack Pomeroy 
agency, 

Hugh Herbert back from eastern 
p.a. tour. 

Harry Link in from Manhattan on 
music biz. 

Ken Englund returned from Yose- 


i mite siesta. 


Asher Shaw in from Detroit to 
gander product. 

Al Lichtman back on the job after 
two weeks’ illness. 

Leslie Howards moved into Hedy 
Lamarr’s old home. 


Darryl F. Zanuck he od ’resident 


| staff of Philadelphia Inauirer after | Somoza of Nicaragua. 
| the honeymoon. 


Alyce Thompson interviewing big- 
gies for Glamour mag. 

Lee Stewart in from New York to 
visit his sister, Rosalie 

C. F. Motley looking over product 
for his Oklahoma houses. 

Orry-Kelly to Ausiralia 
month to visit his mother. 

Leon Schlesingers celebrated their 
30th wedding anniversary. 

Constance Hope here from Man- 
hattan for three-week visit. 

Marlene Dietrich took the final 
oath of American citizenship. 

John Flinn, Jr., upped to unit pub- 
licity at Selznick-International. 

Richard English sold his 12th short 
story, ‘Muscle Man, to Colliers. 

Tyrone Power cut a six-stitch gash 
in his foot on a broken water jar. 

Maharajah of Kapurthala getting 
an eyeful of Hollywood glamour. 

Masquers club honors V.illie Col- 
lier with a revel next Sunday (18). 

Tyrone Power’s sister got a job in 
the reading department at 20th-Fox. 

Frances Langford and Jon Hall 
start six-week personal tour next 
month. 

Marriage of Sigrid Gurie and Dr. 
Laurence C. Spangard announced 
for Aug. 6. 

Budd Schulberg to New England 
to finish an untitled novel to be pub- 


next 








Osterman 











(Continued from page 47) 





fertility on the ad lib and extempo- 
raneous sally. His m.c.’ing of mem- 
orable Sunday night Winter Garden 
vaudeville shows was frequently the 
talk of the Street the next few days. 
In the heyday of Keith vaudeville, 
when conferenciers like Frank Fay 
and Osterman pioneered what is the 
present-day m.c. school, Osterman 
was a favorite on bigtime variety 
bills. 
His Nervous Snort 

Afflicted with a nervous snort, it 
was axiomatic in show biz that 
this nasal-throat impediment didn’t 
bother him while he was on the 
stage. Osterman would explain that 
by saying, ‘I was too nervous to 
think anything but to click with the 
customers.’ The moment he was off- 
stage the impediment asserted itself. 

With the advent of talkers, and 
Osterman’s future bright for the 
early filmusicals, his mother took 
him to Europe to consult a nose and 
throat expert. They came to Paris 
for professional consultation, but it 
was the good old pre-1929 debacle 
days and somehow Osterman and the 
savant never quite got together. 
None the less, Gaumont-British 


lished by Random House. 

Harry and Jack Warner hosting 
|national officers of Veterans of For- 
eign Wars at studio next Monday 
(19). 

Picture mob is wondering whom 
Wolfe Kaufman had in mind when 
he wrote ‘Dumas in Hollywood’ for 
July Esquire. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 














| Club Fernwood, Bushkill, has Ray 
| Wolf’s band. 

Imogene Warder, Hollywood lec- 
turer-writer, a visitor. 

Schooner Inn, first local oasis to 
offer free talking pictures. 

Toby Tavern, Tobyhanna, features 
Jan Stevens’ Sunny Islanders. 

Channing Barron’s Blue Notes at 
Brugler’s Columbia Hotel, Colum- 
bia, N. J. 

Tommy Williams’ band set for 
Laurel Blossom Ball at Onawa 
Lodge Saturday (17). 

The Buck Hill Players, directed by 
Cornelia Stabler Gillam, will open 
season July 14 at The Inn, Buck 
Hill Falls. 

Johnny Altieri’s orch and floor 
show succeeded Lee Nyles’ Inter- 
national Band and the Paramount 
Rumba Band at The Carmen, Mini- 
sink Hills. Slight biz letdown after 
big opening. : 

The Philadelphia Art Trio com- 
prising William Schmidt and Alex- 
ander Zenker of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, and Guy Marriner, asso- 





signed him for a picture in London 
at $3,000 a week. One of the bit 


players in this film was one Charles | 
Laughton who would walk around | 


the West End mumbling and marvel- 
ing at anybody earning $3,000 all in 
one week in films. 

One of Broadway’s favorite prod- 
igal sons, when Osterman married 
Mary Daly eight years ago the show 





ciate director of the Franklin Insti- 
tute, will present a series of 24 con- 
certs at The Inn, Buck Hill Falls, 
under the sponsorship of the Buck 
Hill Music Club. 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 











bunch—agents, managers, Times Sq. 
reporters, actors, et al—turned out 
in one of the most sizable bachelor 


would click, would settle him down, | 
etc. Mary Daly was a chorister in | 
a Shubert musica]. Their daughter, | 
Kathryn Jacqueline, now seven, has 
been in Miss Daly’s custody ever | 


| since they separated some four years 


ago. 
Osterman’s father was J. J. (Jake) 


| Rosenthal, one of the topflight road | 


show managers and publicists. Jake | 
Rosenthal married the beauteous 
Kathryn Osterman while connected 
in one of her earlier musicals. Jack | 
—who took his mother’s surname | 
professionally—was an only son. | 

Osterman’s stage career started in 


It was the Broad- | 
way muggs’ way of letting Osterman | 
| know that they hoped the marriage 


John McManus, Midland theatre 
manager, taking family to L. A. for 
two-week vacation stretch. 

Jim Long, Plaza theatre, brought 
in ‘Vine Street Varieties,’ colored 
unit, for one night stand in his house 
last week. 

Ted Lewis and orch return for one 
nighter at Fairyland ballroom Fri- 
day. Crew follows up recent week 
at Tower theatre. 

Bob Pope and orch taking over 
bandstand at Terrace grill for fort- 
night, with Thelma Whitten vocaling. 
Replace Art Kassel and crew. 

Robert Kail, assistant manager of 
Midland theatre, taking over in ab- 
sence of his chief, and working out 
gag campaign on ‘Tell No Tales.’ 

Paul Henning and Mrs. returning 
from Hollywood for weex’s vacation. 
Former KMBC scripter now under 
contract to William Morris office. 

Renovated Hotel Continental, for- 
merly Hotel Kansas Cityan, opening 


1917, when he was 15. He was paid | grill and dining room, with possibil- 


‘two years in New York and into Ritz! ¢59 a week for four lines doing a| ity of adding entertainment soon. 


| Hotel's Club Petite for a run. ; 
Marty Seed has gone back to his| 


ing five weeks’ layoff of ‘The Amer- Erie, Pa., theatre-mzanaging job after 


ican Way.’ Ditto McKay Morris, 





Janet Fox and Peter Johnston. 


} Detroit model Toni 


| convalescing from pneumonia. 


Jeffries here 


bellhop bit in ‘Oh Boy’ for Comstock, 
Elliott & Gest. 
Justine Johnstone were in the chorus 
of that intimate musical. 


New York Yankees ob ont 
iin a ;| vance to capacity crowd (26, 
Marion Davies and | Ruppert stadium for exhibition game 
} doy Kansas City Blues last Mon- 
day. 
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JACK OSTERMAN 


Jack Osterman (Rosenthal), com- 
edian-writer, died in Atlantic City, 
June 8, of pneumonia, which set in 
following what was deemed a casual 
cold. He was 37. His mother, Kath- 
ryn Osterman, yesteryear operetta 
star, his wife, Mary Daly Osterman, 


OBITUARIES 





Friend’ in London and subsequently 
appeared in vaudeville. 
Husband survives. 





CARRIE BARBIER 
Mrs. Carrie Thatcher Barbier, 71, 
former stage actress, died June 8 in 
Hollywood, As Carrie Thatcher she 





and a daughter, Kathryn Jacqueline, 
7, survive. His father was the 
late J. J. (Jake) Rosenthal, w.k. legit 
p.a. and company manager, Services 
were held Sunday (11) at Camp- 
bell’s, N. Y.; interment in Woodlawn. 

Detailed story in the Vaudeville 
section. 





GEORGE D. FAWCETT 


George D. Fawcett, 77, stage and 
screén player for more than 50 
years, died June 6 at Nantucket, 
Mass. Starting on the stage in 1886, 
Fawcett’s career projected him into 
silent films and later the talkers. He 
was active both in the legitimate 
theatre and films until a few years 
ago when he suffered a heart attack. 


Born in Fairfax County, Va., Faw- 
cett attended the University of Vir- 
ginia with intention of becoming a 
lawyer. He switched to the Sargent 
School of Acting, however, and 
made his New York debut in ‘The 
Maid and the Moonshiner’ at the 
Standard theatre on Aug. 16, 1886. 


Fawcett played star, feature and 
character roles until 1915, when he 
began his film career, appearing in 
‘The Majesty of the Law.’ He was 
active in Hollywood until 1932, at 
which time he returned to New 
York to play in*™‘*Péacock’ at the 
49th Street theatre. He also staged 
and produced the play. 


Fawcett served as third vice presi- 
dent of Equity, was a director of 
The Lambs and belonged to the 
Players Club and the Green Room. 
He married Miss Percy Haswell, an 
actress. 





MRS. JACK CRANDALL 


Mrs. Jack Crandall, nee Alice Mon- 
roe, 35, died of a heart attack brought 
on by acute indigestion at her home 
in New York June 10. Prior to her 
marriage to Randall, once personal 
manager for Eddie Cantor and 
George Olsen, and now a customer’c 
man in a brokerage house, the de- 
ceased was a‘showgirl, appearing in 
such Broadway production as ‘Lovely 
Lady,’ ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ and 
‘The Ritz Revue.’ 


Survivors besides her husband are 
a nine-year-old son, a brother, Jack, 
who is with 20th Century-Fox; a 
sister, Helen, a Shubert treasurer, a 
father and mother. Burial in Wood- 
lawn, N. Y. 





HARRY R. HUGHES 


Harry R. Hughes, Atlanta musi- 
cian, died suddenly last week in 
Pittsburgh, while playing Ringling 
Brothers-Barnum & Bailey circus 
band. He joined the circus band 
as trombone soloist and arranger 
after several months as: member 
of the house orchestra at Roxy thea- 
tre, Atlanta. 

Hughes had been a resident of At- 
lanta since after the World War and 
had played in every theatre in that 
city since the opening of the Howard, 
now Lucas & Jenkins’ Paramount. 
He was known for his compositions, 
principally march numbers, in addi- 
tion to his ability as an arranger. 


Widow and two daughters survive. 





OWEN MOORE 


Owen Moore, 52, star of silent 
films, died suddenly June 9 at his 
home in Beverly Hills. A_ stock 
player on the stage, Moore entered 
pictures in 1910 with the old Re- 
liance-Majestic company. Among 
the pictures in which he played were 
‘Code of the West,’ ‘Piccadilly Jim,’ 
*The Road to Mandalay,’ ‘The Red 
Mill,’ ‘Torment’ and ‘Outside the 
Law.’ His last appearance was in a 
bit part in ‘A Star Is Born.’ Sur- 
viving are his brothers, Matt and 
Tom, and his widow, Katherine 
Perry, film player. 

Moore was formerly married to 
Mary Pickford. 


EMMA HAIG 
Emma Haig, 41, actress and singer, 
died suddenly June 9 in Hollywood. 
She had been on the stage since her 
debut in 1916 with ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
at the New Amsterdam theatre, N. Y. 


“Other Broadway engagements were 


‘Miss 1917,’ ‘Hitchy Koo,’ ‘Our 
’ ‘The Rise of Rosie O'Grady,’ 
e More,’ ‘Virginia’ and ‘Silver 
Wings.’\, In 1927 she played ‘The Girl 






played for Daniel Frohman in ‘The 
Pride of Jennico,’ ‘The Hunchback 


| of Notre Dame’ and other old Broad- 


| way dramas. She also appeared in 
| stock in New York, Washington and 
| Philadelphia. 

| Surviving is her husband, George 
|W. Barbier, film actor. They had 


been married 52 years. 





CHARLES FLINT 

Charles Flint, 51, died June 6 in 
Yakima, Wash. Stricken wiih heart 
ailment while traveling with carni- 
val. Born in Australia, he appeared 
in companies with Fred Astaire, 
Eddie Cantor, Buster Keaton and 
Fred Allen years ago. Then went 
with Ringling Bros., later Sells- 
Floto, Ai G. Barnes and 101 Ranch. 

Lately was spieler. 





HENRY GIBBS 

Henry Gibbs, 66, former legit and 
vaude player, died in New York re- 
cently following a heart attack. 

Gibbs appeared in ‘Way Down 
East,’ ‘The Sporting Duchess,’ ‘A Fool 
and His Money’ among other plays. 
Before his retirement some years 
ago, Gibbs toured vaudeville with 
his wife, Edna Caldwell. ° 














BERT STARKEY 

Bert Starkey, . 59,. English-born. 
film actor, died June 9 in Los An- 
geles. 

He was stricken the same day he 
finished a part in Sam Goldwyn’s 
‘The Great Glory.’ He turned from 
stage to pictures in the early days 
of serials in which he appeared with 
Pearl White. His remains were cre- 
mated, 





GARDNER CRANE 

Gardner Crane, 72, vaudeville 
veteran, died June 8 in Hollywood 
after a heart attack. Before the 
World War he. appeared with his 
wife, Margaret Crane, in numerous 
vaude skits. 

Widow survives. 





NOEL LANQUIN 
Noel Lanquin, 72, a retired Indian 
entertainer in circus sideshows and 
rodeos, who for 35 years had 
trouped through the U. S. and 
Canada, died in Havelock, N.B., re- 
cently. 





PAUL LIEBAU 
Paul Liebau, 55, bandleader, died 
May 29 at his home in Rice Lake, 
Wis. 
Long director of the Wisconsin 


poser. 





WILLIAM WATSON 
William (‘Sliding Billy’) Watson, 
former burlesque comedian and not 
to be confused with Billy Watson of 
Beef Trust fame, died June 4 In New 
York of a heart attack. 
Surviving is his widow, Margaret. 














SYDNEY JARVIS 
Sydney Jarvis, 58, stage and 
screen player, died June 6 in Holly- 
wood. He had been in pictures 12 
years. 


Surviving are his widow and son. 





Father of Katherine Kinsch died 
last week in New York. Miss Kinsch 
has been with Leo Feist, music pub- 
lishers, for more than 20 years. 





Harry Hughes, 50, musician with 
the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
circus, died unexpectedly from a 
heart ailment, June 6 in Pittsburgh. 





Mother, 55, of Jack Frazer, Fox- 
West Coast film booker, died May 30 
in Los Angeles. 





Father of Patsy Ruth Miller, film 
actress, died June 10 in Los Angeles. 





Interviews Ringling Man 
But Nixes P.A.’s Own Dise 


Harrisburg, Pa., June 13. 

Refusing to use Ringling Brothers 
transcriptions as gratis publicity, 
WHP, Harrisburg, did, however, pre- 
sent Terrel Jacobs, animal trainer 
with the circus, in a Saturday (3) 
morning interview with Dick Red- 
mond, staff announcer. Program was 
set by Ringling’s Frank Morrisey. 
Jacobs, who’s a Camel endorser, 
missed a plug when he refused a 
cigarette Redmond offered him in 
the midst of the broadcast. 





state band, Liebau also was a com-! 


CLEVE. BURLEY CLOSES; 
HEAT HITS NITERIES, TOO 


Cleveland, June 13. 


Despite heavy convention trade, 
George Young’s Roxy has folded un- 
til the fall. Young went into stock 
burley three weeks ago, intending 
to keep it going until Rotary Club 
convention later this month, but 
couldn’t take the slump caused by 
the hot spell. 

Shuttering of Roxy leaves down- 
town sector absolutely fleshless, 
since the RKO-Palace dropped vaude 
l\last week to go straight celluloid with 
i ‘Nazi Spy.’ 

Niteries also suffering with only 
three downtown spots—Vogue Room, 














Freddie’s Cafe and Alpine Village— 
continuing floor shows. Monacos | 


sions, while Statler Terrace Room | 
shifted to Claude Hoagland’s orches- 
tra, minus acts. Foldings include | 
Irish Village, Back Stage Club and 


Hanna Grill. 








MARRIAGES 


Mary R. Miller to Howard Beaver, 
in Watertown, Wis., June 3. Bride 
is member of Rainbow Girl orches- 
tra; he’s a non-pro. 

Erma Niemann to Orville Scheibe, 
in Dubuque, Ia., May 27. He’s with 
the Adler Theatre Co. ,Marshfield, 
Wis.; she’s non-pro. 

Jean Rogers to Danny Winkler, in 
Yuma, Ariz. June 8. Bride is a 
player at 20th-Fox; he’s an agent. 

Patricia Burke Ziegfeld to Wil- 
liam Robert Stephenson, in Beverly 
Hills,~ June’ 10.- Bride is daughter 
of Billie Burke and the late Florenz 
Ziegfeld; he’s a dancing instructor. 


Mona Mayfair to Richard Carlson, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., June 10. Groom 
is a contract player at Selznick- 
International. 

Gitta Wallerstein to Lother Perl, 
Pasadena, Cal., June 10. Bride is a 
dancer; he’s a stage musical director. 

Mary Ruth Essex to Jim Patter- 
son in Flushing, N.Y., June 12. He’s 
high diver with Billy Rose’s Aqua- 
cade; she’s non-pro. 

Bessie Patterson to Johnny Burke, 
in Hollywood, June 10. He’s a song- 
writer. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. David Young, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, June 7. Father 1s 
continuity editor for Don Lee net- 
work, 


Mr. and Mrs. Bud Berkshire, son, 
in San Francisco, June 4. Father’s 
with Joe Reichman band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Teschner, son, 
in Cleveland, June 5. Father is 
treasurer at Loew’s State. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Hook, son, in 
Mason City, La. Father’s an announ- 
cer at KGLO, Mason City. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Matthews, son, 
in Kansas City, June 6. Father is 
salesman for KMBC,: Kansas City. 








Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Ober- 
felder, daughter, in Philadelphia, 
June 9. Father in promotion divi- 


sion of Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hertzberg, 
daughter, in New York June 9. 
Father on staff of N. Y. Mirror; 


mother former secretary to Moe 
Gale. 





Equity on Mgrs. 
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sion with the agency people last 
week, with the idea of effecting a 
ticket buy. He was reminded that 
the code rules out buys, with Brown 
saying he’s not a member of the 
League and thus not bound by the 
regulations. Manager said he’s in 
full charge of tickets at the Ma- 
jestic, N. Y., where the show will 
play. He was further advised that 
Equity has its own rules covering 
managers not in the League and 
claims the right to call out the ac- 
tors should the rules be violated. 
Brown contacted Equity to find 
out if it would take such steps and 
the council refused to make a defi- 
nite answer until such violations 
were actually proved. The showman 
then said he would establish a top 
price of $4.40 for ‘Yokel’ if a buy 
was not agreed on, instead of the) 
$3.30 top announced. 


Me,’ Imperial. 





cent slump. 


s1as y oint of hav- | Will be 
Sie econ den tar Saeree ses- | contended that only those who had | 

















New WPA Issue 





STRIP NOT SO BAD, BUT 





THOSE GAGS—PHOOEY 
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the position of ordering dismissals, 
without the unions having a logical 
comeback. 

The WPA-ers have heretofore 
ducked suggestions from actor-artist 
unions tu be represented on their 
(WPA) personnel boards. It would 
seem that now with some of the lat- 
ter being due to be dropped, they 
have turned to the heads of the pro- 
fessional groups. Yet the WPA pro- 
posal, will probably be accepted pos- 
sibly with some change in procedure, 
as the only solution. 

It’s indicated that the argument on 
defining the professionals in WPA 
reopened. 


stage experience prior to the Fed- 
eral Theatre were eligible. Answer 
from the relief theatre heads has 
usually been evasive, anc while it 
was conceded that some on the 
project may have been non-pros, 
they later qualified because of 
ability. 
Selection Difficult 

Selection of players t~ be retained 
is admittedly difficult because the 
review beards are expected to select 
those who are best suited for stage 
appearances at this time. There 
seems to be little dispute that WPA 
has a fairly heavy percentage of 
actors who have passed the age of 
usefulness so far as performance 
goes, 


Equity has approximately 900 
members in the theatre project in 
N. Y. According to Edwards, there 
are 1,350 players on the rolls and 
around 550 who are on home relief 
waiting to join the WPA theatre. 
Suggested by him and Miller that 
when and if the review boards start 
functioning, the total of both lists 
be scanned, Thus, there would be a 
chance for those strictly on relief 
to be given stage relief jobs. 


Another point for Equity’s review 
boards is the definition of senior and 
junior members. It’s assumed the 
former will get the edge. 





7 Seek Outright Elimination 


Washington, June 13. 

Outright execution of the Federal 
Theatre Project, rather than slow 
strangulation, will be recommended 
to Congress this week by the House 
Appropriations Committee, which 
has been probing Government relief 
work. Bill supplying cash for the 
unemployed in the year beginning 
July 1 would sound the deathknell 
of Government-fostered drama. 


After hearing many complaints 
about the type of productions and 
the financial side of FTP, the irate 
legislators decided Monday (12) to 
scrap the entire drama program in- 
stead of imposing restrictions that 
would have meant drastic curtail- 
ment. Previous hints were the com- 
mittee would require contribution 
toward the cost by a local sponsor, 
procedure which, admittedly, would 
have ended the activity in most com- 
munities and which drew criticism 
from Mrs. Roosevelt. 

News of the subcummittee agree- 
ment, which still must be ratified by 
the 40-man house group, came in the 
train of announcements the WPA 
will foster a series of regional drama 
festivals during the summer and 
after more testimony that the FTP 
is a hotbed of radicalism. 





Name Lucille Gleason 
Hollywood, June 13. 

Mrs. James (Lucille) Gleason was 
named to head the qualification 
board of the Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect of New York and leaves Thurs- 
day (15) for the east to serve 
through July 6. 

She performed similar service 
here for local board, 





Swarthout Tops Names 
At Worcester Festival 


Worcester, June 13. 

Gladys Swarthout, Met soprano, 
will be the feature at the 80th anni- 
of the Worcester Music Festival here 
next fall. Festival dates were an- 
nounced last week as Oct. 2-7. Miss 
Swarthout will be heard on Artist’s 
Night, Oct. 6. 

Opening concert Oct. 2 will be de- 
voted to two choral works, with 
Helen Jepson, soprano, and Robert 


Only $4.40| Weede, baritone, both of the Met, 
show on Broadway is ‘Leave It To/|as_ soloists. 


Other soloists to be 


There were several | heard in the festival are Agnes Davis, 
other musicals having that scale, but | soprano; Viola Sylva, contralto; Wil- 
prices were lowered during the re-| liam Hain, tenor; and Gean Green- 


well, baritone, 


Equity always | 





Oklahoma City, June 13. 

The strip-tease wasn’t so bad but 
the comedians’ jokes were terrible, 
a police official testifiec in police 
court here following a raid on the 
burlesque show at the Joy theatre 
which resulted in the arrest of the 
stripper and two of the comedians, 

George Goff, sheriff of the county, 
has announced that he will appcint 
a morals squad to visit theatres 
every night where allegedly indecent 
shows are given. However, the Joy, 
|is the only local house putting on 
flesh of any kind. 


TMAT’s Prez 
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percentage of the difference were 
| members who have not paid dues to 
|date. Members with dues outstand- 
| ing aren’t permitted to vote. How. 
ever, some of the out-of-town mem- 
bership failed to cast ballots, though 
eligible, this being a factor in some 
|of the outcomes. 
| Abraham got 277 as against 258 
for Stewart. Fields, 267; Melnick, 
| 263; Grossman, 270; and Olver, 241, 
| Highest individual votes went to 
| Seamon, 459, and Murphy, 458. Out- 
| of-town ballots totaled 152, but only 

116 were eligible, the balance being 
| tossed out because dues were not 
|paid. A check is expected to be 
| made, however, on the theory that 

some of the 36 out-of-town mem- 
1 bers whose votes were not counted 
may have paid locally with the 
coin not yet remitted to the union 
treasury. 

Campaign was marked by much 
bitterness. There was no secret that 
the indie faction, particularly the 
Broadway p.a.s, opposed Olver’s re- 
election. Latter was backed by the 
road agents. The factions in TMAT 
had their first real taste of politics, 
but campaigning by the administra- 
tion appeared less severe than that 
of the opposition. There are three 
elective offices calling for salaries, 
secretary-treasurer and the two 
business agents getting $60 weekly 
each. 

New officers and board will take 
Over Friday (16). Directors, who 
were voted on by mail previously, 
are: Louis Werba, Howard Schnebbe, 
Morris Jacobs, Herman Bernstein, 
managers; Richard Maney, Oliver 
Sayler, N. Y. press agents; Charles 
Emerson Cook, Edgar Wallach, road 
agents; Hugh McGauley, Arthur 
Wright, Charles Bowman, Thomas 
Burke, treasurers; Milton Wein- 
traub, Joseph Grossman, Yiddish; 


Charles P. Carroll, William Scott, 
pictures, 








League-TMAT 


(Continued from page 51) 














that the work on the road is equally, 
if not more, exacting than the duties 
of the agents. 

TMAT has concentrated on the 
proposed change in the settlement of 
disputes for some time. Union has 
been on the short end of most ar- 
bitrations during the past season and 
it contends the reason for that is the 
use of umpires (or referees) from 
the American Arbitration Society, 
such men not being familiar with 
show business practices. The arbi- 
tration principle is ducked by most 
unions, although that method of ad- 
justment has been notably success- 
ful in Equity matters. 

New Agreement 

New agreement is seen calling for 

each disputant to select an ar- 
bitrator, the pair to choose a third 
man who is not to be of the AAS. 
In the event they cannot come to 
agreement on the referee, the third 
man would be named by a standing 
committee of outstanding citizens. 
Understood that TMAT wanted the 
arbitration system dropped entirely 
but the managers were insistent that 
the procedure be retained, in prin- 
ciple, at least. 
: Another proposal that’s still to be 
ironed out concerns tenure of em- 
ployment. That particularly con- 
cerns the front of the house, treas- 
urers and managers. TMAT felt that 
if the staff was engaged for the sea- 
Son it should be retained whether 
the theatre changes hands or not. 
Only concession made was in the 
event of a four-wall rental for a 
limited period, League pointing out 
that it could not guarantee employ- 
ment in the event a theatre was 
leased for a term, particularly if the 
lessee is not a member of the 
League. 
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Fair Now Beefs on Biz 
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stride until the swimming season 
starts in July. 

Worst affected at the Fair is ‘Rail- 
roads on Parade’ which is reported 
having consumed its budget and is 
behind more than $100,000, not in- 
clusive of heavy production cost. 
Show is the largest in the exhibit area 
there being around 250 people con- 
cerned and much rail equipment. 
Frankly stated by the management 
that it is not certain the spectacle 
can hold on unless by virtue of the 





96 eastern rail lines which sponsor | 


elated has an admission charge 
of 25¢ to $1.10. It is spotted in the 
Transportation Zone, somewhat apart 
from the other exhibits. With the 
area closing down at 10 p.m. there is 
little chance to draw patronage for 
the final 9:30 show. Performances 
are not advantageously arranged 
either, one going on at dinner time 
when visitors are at the tables. Spec 
is one of the few concessions under 
Equity rules, laying off on Mondays 
because of Sunday showings. 
Adverse Publicity 


It is reported that there was an 
appreciable percentage of cancella- 
tions by intended June visitors, sup- 
posedly blameable on adverse stories 
in the dailies, mostly concerning 
costs at the Fair and hotel rates in 
the city. That would account for 
denials by hotelmen that rates had 
been boosted. Fact that school va- 
cations have not yet started is ap- 
parently more to the point. 

Most recent yarn anent labor 
union complaints at the Fair con- 
cerns the exhibits and pavilions of 
foreign nations. Claimed that most 
of the 58 countries represented are 





Chaser Routine 





In acknowledging by mail res- 
ervations made by out-of-town- 
ers, New York hotels have been 
devoting considerable epistleony 
space to warning prospective 
visitors against steerers and 
‘petty racketeers’ who leap on 
the running board of autos with 
foreign license plates and try 
to take charge. 

Net result of the ‘warnings’ is 
to make small towners conscious 
that chiselers and confusion may 
be lurking for them in New 
York. It is said to be boomerang- 
ing against the hotels, already be- 
set by extremely bad publicity 
because of their boosting prices 
double and triple. 

Hotel men have, by common 
consent, made plenty blunders in 
their tactics in connection with 
the World’s Fair. 


——— 


s0 roused over the demands of the 
unionists that their spokesmen de- 
clare they will not participate a 
second year, unless there is a change 
of attitude or more reasonable labor 
costs, _ Explained that the foreign 
countries expected a certain amount 
of leeway from the regulations of 
American labor unions, but aver 
conditions have been the opposite. 
It appears that most of the nations 








sent over native artists and skilled | 
assigned to specialized | 


mechanics, 


Jobs. Unions insisted, however, that 
local technicians be employed and 
the latter stand around, getting full 
y, while the foreigners do the 
rk. Also that the quota of paid 
ker-oners was increased for no 
reason, while strikes and jurisdic- 
tional squabbles held up other work 
and delayed many openings in the 
international zone. Alleged also that 
delay or refusal to accept union de- 
mands resulted in severing wires 
and other forms of sabotage. 
ere was a difference of opinion 
over the reaction to such stories, one 
being that it was harmful publicity 
mee might cause further cancel- 
ations of trips by out-of-towners. 
e other slant is that such reperts 
should act as a draw from people 
’n the hinterland who were unde- 
cided about coming to the Fair, but 
who would make the trip because of 
the doubt about the international 
area operating a second year. 
x One of the biggest attendance dis- 
Ppointments was Saturday (10) 
when the British royalty visited the 
_— _Average person was led to be- 
© it was not the right place for a 
Closeup of their majesties. In any 











event 
poorly. 


Nudie To-Do One of Those 
Things; Big Biz Favors It 


Headlines on the ‘nudie’ girl shows 

at the New York World’s Fair 
brought several arrests, a tongue- 
lashing from Mayor F. H. LaGuardia 
and a boosted b.o. at the shows. Net 
result is that the undraped femmes 
remain practically as is, but there 
will be no more specially staged 
‘nude queen’ contests such as the 
Cuban Village tried and got jammed 
on. 

Application of a Queens sheriff 
for power to judge shows at the Fair 
is hanging fire, while Judge J. F. 
Carew, in State Supreme court, re- 
served decision. 

Industrial companies with invest- 
ments into the millions in their ex- 
hibits, made representations to 
Grover Whalen, head of the exposi- 
tion, to go easy on any clamping 
down on nudity. Their argument 
is that bally on near-nude feminity 
or a spectacular dancer is pre-requi- 
site to a steady gate. 

They have explained themselves as 
willing to take their chance on get- 
ting visitors inside their costly build- 
ings and shows if the exposition can 
develop a midway draw. Showmen 
credited with making this plea te 
the Fair’s chief executive believe 
that educational-scientific exhibits 
are not the ingredients which make 
500,000-admission days at the Flush- 
ing Meadows site. 

Board of design is supposed to in- 
spect all shows before they start in 
the Amusement Zone. After that 
John Krimsky, head of entertain- 
ment, is supposed to keep the boys 
in line. Actual policing of the 
grounds is in the hands -of exposition 
cops, but arrested people generally 
are turned over to. the city gen- 
darmes for booking at the special 
Corona station, just outside the 
grounds. This makes regulation of 
midway shows largely a Fair mat- 
ter with exposish officials inclined 
to be as liberal as N.Y. in regulat- 
ing shows. 

Court attempt is being made to 
force the city to issue licenses for 
all exposition midway attractions. 
Fair is on park land which brings up 
the question of jurisdiction, since the 
operation is entirely that of a semi- 
public enterprise. Thus far the 
city has displayed no inclination to- 
wards intervening in the Fair’s op- 
eration, excepting where asked. 

Shows having undraped feminity 
are Nils T. Granlund’s ‘Congress of 
Beauty’ (revue) and ‘Sunworship- 
pers’ (walkthru), Crystal Lassies, 
Amazons (girls behind glass), Cuban 
Village, Dali’s Mermaids, Jack Sher- 
idan’s Living Magazine Models, and 
the Crystal Palace. Sheridan’s 
Mode! show opened last week, as did 
the Mermaid show. 


the concessionaires fared 





Ringling Aerialist’s Arm 
Broken in Cincy Fall 


Cincinnati, June 13. 

Roslyn Cameron, 22, of the Four 
Queens Aerial Act with Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus, broke 
her left arm in a 20-foot fall from 
a ladder during the performance 
here last night (Monday). 

She is in the Good Samaritan 
Hospital here and will be out of 
the show for the rest of the season. 





On the Upbeat 
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beating it out on a southern tour 
booked by his rep, C. Paul Baldwin. 





Kay Kyser’s band goes into the 
Hall of Western States at Frisco Fair 
for a week beginning June 21, 





Hal Curtis and his Novachord 
band, with Dorothy Jones and Brizz 
Dippold, opened at Riviera, Pitts- 
burgh, Monday (12), replacing the 
Baron Elliott outfit. 





Jimmy Bray goes into New Penn, 
Pittsburgh, tonight (14) for indef- 
inite stay, succeeding Kier Morrison. 





Larry Sethern, new Wm. Morris 
band, cut four sides for Vocalion 
June 13. 





Lawrenee Welk's theme, “Bubbles 
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VARIETY 55 











NUDITY PROBLEM 


Nerthwest Authorities Have Fight 
On Their Hands with Carnys 








Spokane, June 13. 

Small carnivals making one and 
two-night stands in small towns are 
getting away with murder in nudity. 
Problem has authorities puzzled. 

These carnivals don’t play big 
cities; they know better, By the 
time local authorities get wind of it, 
troupe has reaped all business avail- 
able and moves on. Effort is being 
made to have state patrol watch for 
these carnivals and nab them before 
show has chance to perform. 


FRISCO’S NEW 
G.M. FAVORS 
NAME BANDS 


San Francisco, June 13. 
Charles H. Strub was named general 











AY. Werll's Far Anmesemeal Yon 


Represents Investment 


of $3,000,000 
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Giveaway 





New York World’s Fair views 
with distaste efforts of neighbor- 
ing property owners to set up 
parking lots in front or back- 
yards. It’s bad for the expo’s 
own not-too-happy lots. 

One property owner 
worded a sign to read: 

Dust your car—50c. 

Parking free. 


Ripley Would Exit 
2006 Suit if Show 
Drops ‘Believe’ Tag 


Hartford, June 13. 
Suit for $200,000 brought by Rob- 


cagily 








manager of the Golden Gate Interna- | ert L. Ripley, creator of ‘Believe It 


tional Exposition last week. 


Man-|or Not,’ and International Oddities, | 


ager of the Santa Anita race track, | Inc., which he controls, against the 


Strub will fill without pay the job| World of Mirth Shows, 


for which former manager Harris D. | 


is to be 
dropped upon the issuance of state 


Connick, served at $17,500 a year.| and Federal injunctions against the 
He will be assisted here by Gwynn! W. of M. Ripley is seeking to for- 


Wilson, his assistant at Santa Anita. 

Jules C. Stein, Music Corp. of | 
America prexy, and Strub huddled | 
Friday (9) on a plan to bring a num- 
ber of name bands to the Fair. 

Crowds from out-of-town are grad- 
ually increasing. Theatres also 
are getting some play from the tour- 
ists. Hotels are running from 20 to 
25% better than last year at this 
time. However, the big rush is ex- 
pected to get started with the clos- 
ing of school the end of this week. 
Second and third-class hotels are ex- 
pected to fare better when the fam- 
ily tourist trade starts moving in. 

A former San Franciscan, Strub is 
part owner of the local baseball 
team, the Seals. His appointment 
was hailed by expo brass hats and 
press as a top selection. This confi- 
dence in Strub has been backed by 
opening of purse strings. 





Strub has imported Steve Hana-| 


gan, New York publicity man, who 
will assist Clyde Vandeburg, 
promotion chief. Siru' has said that 
personnel at Fair would be increased 
considerably, but that he ‘1a1 no im- 
mediate plans in the way of person- 
nel changes. He .as already had as- 
surance from Joe Schenck that the 
film colony would cooperate with 
him. 
Tourism Up 

Travel agencics are well-booked. 

Two of the railroad companies have 


bid the defendants from using his 
name in their advertisements. 
Charging that the show had a con- 


| cession sideshow that had been us- 
| ing his name without authorization, | 
| Ripley had the show closed in New | 


Britain, Conn., Wednesday night (7) 
and brought permanent attachment 
proceedings. 

In the terms outlined to the court, 
the Mirth Shows agreed to make a 
cash settlement, amount reported as 
$2,100. The amount under attachment 
is to be retained as a part settlement, 
with an additional sum scheduled to 
be paid within a week. The action 
was brought in Superior Court on a 
defense motion to dissolve the at- 
tachment. 

In the writ drawn by the law firm 
of Spellacy & Yeomans, of which 
Hartford’s mayor, Thomas Spellacy, 
is senior partner, the cartoonist pro- 
tested against an act in the sideshow 
which was termed ‘indecent, lewd, 


| immoral, disgusting.’ 


expo | 


} 





announced new _ specials between 
Chicago and San Francisco and_ 
labeled them ‘Treasure Island Spe- | 
cial’ and ‘Exposition S: ecial.’ 

Up until the first of the month the | 
‘Cavalcade of the Golden West’ was 
the top draw at the Expo. From 
the opening date to May 31, the! 
‘Cavalcade’ took in $113,739. Other top | 


| 
The act to which Ripley objected | 


is the Three Francos, claimed to be 
men and women of abnormal sex na- 
ture. The artist claimed the act 
was of great financial detriment to 
himself and his enterprises in asso- 
ciating itself with his name. 

In the writ, Ripley estimated that 
his contract with King Features, 
which services his daily cartoon to 
more than 250 papers, is worth more 
than $2,000,000 to him, with an ad- 
ditional $1,000,000 valuation placed 
on his radio contract. 


Midwest Carnies 25-50% 
Under Average Takes 


Lincoln, June 13. 
Carnivals in the midwest are run- 





Gayway money-makers, in order, are | ning 25 to 50% short of the required 


the Chinese Village, $98,739, and 


which is building a new and larger | 


| take. 


In the past few years, the farmer, 


theatre for the Sen Sing and Travel- | the carnies’ biggest source of rev- 
ing Opera troupes, which will seat | €™U¢, has been a poor bet because of 


more than 1,000; Sally Rand’s Nude | the midwest drought. 
Ranch, $86,789; Ripley’s, $66,842, and or has been sprying up corn and | on three levels. 

yg ote rie aaa | wheat. 
however, |i8 Seen being the one to save the. hour shifts, with 10 to 15-minute rest 
| carneys. 


Greenwich Village, $54,830. 
Biggest revenue gette 
off the Gayway, is the parking lot, 
with $214,357. The True Blue Cafe- | 
teria in the Hall of Science was tops | 
among the Island resturants with | 
$151,725. 
The art exhibit topped both Rip- | 
ley’s and the Greenwich Village | 
with $70,065. Gate at this exhibit, | 
the best word-of-mouth getter at the 
whole Fair, is 25c. 


show 
the girls to dress up following its 
opening last week. 


FOUR HURT ON SCENIC 
RAILWAY NEAR PHILL 


Philadelphia, June 13. 








| attractive models, posed to 
| Magazine covers or actual portraits. 


| cleverly lighted, 


But lately 
If it continues, the farmer 


It’s all a matter of hang- 
ing on. 


Expo Attraction 


Living Magazine Covers 
(25¢e.) 





Jack Sheridan, who has been asso- | 

Latest show to be added to the ciated with artists and model shows. 
Gayway is Elysium, another nude | for some time, has a sturdy girl show | 
Police department ordered | entry. 


Not a dancing exhibit, it is 
the closest approach to sheer nudity 


|}on the midway. Lack of animation, 


however, may prove detrimental. 
Sheridan employs five unusually 
represent 


If they are not models, they fill the 
bill for undraped femininity at close 
range. He plans to present them in 


|new sets or poses each week. Five 


are presented in picture frames, 


two such frames 


Four riders on a scenic railway at| being used so that there is little de- 


Willow Grove Park, near here, were | lay once the show starts. | 


hurt, one seriously, on Sunday (11), 
when rain caused the brakes to fail. | 

Amusement device was 
early in the evening during a thun- | 
dershower, but started up again two | 
hours later. Cars were at the top 
when another storm came up and it 
was impossible to bring them to a | 


disastrous with the censors. 


Reading from left to right, the rep- | 
resentations are ‘Salome,’ ‘June 


halted . Z¢ide, 1949,’ ‘Vanite,’ ‘Buccaneer’ and , 


Olympia.’ All the models wear some | 
type of G-string but a false move 
or involuntary twitch might prove 
For ex- 


ample, ‘June Bride’ carries a bouquet | 


clasped 


| 


in both hands, while the)! 


in the Wine’ has been bought by | proper halt at the bottom. Girl rider | ‘Olympia’ model uses her right hand | 


Paramount Music for publication. 


|} suffered a fractured skull. 


for adornment. 


Wear. 


Total stake held in the New York 
Fair’s amusement zone by private 
backers and the Fair assn. has 
reached nearly $3,000,000. Despite 
the enormous cost to concessionaires 
for launching a show in the amuse- 
ment sector, the exposition’s operat- 
ing corporation is reported to have 
about $1,000,000 tied up in shows or 
buildings erected for shows, not in- 
cluding improvements, roadways, 
[lighting and drainage. Of about 
| $1,865,000 listed as the private in- 
vestment in midway shows, a little 
more than $1,000,000 is regarded as 
strictly Broadway coin. 
| ‘There are more than 50 shows or 
| exhibitions currently operating on 
jthe midway. Two of the more 
| costly are being run or backed by the 
|fair association. They are ‘Caval- 
| cade of Centaurs’ and Hall of Music. 











|The former was launched by John 
| Ringling North after the exposition 
had advanced between $200,000 to 
$400,000. North stepped down last 
week, with John Krimsky, head of 


| the fair’s entertainment, replacing 
;}as manager. ‘Centaurs’ is reputed 
famong concessions to have lost 


| heavily every week since it opened. 
| The Fair had advanced coin to get 
a strong attraction for the space at 
the end of the midway which ‘Cen- 
taurs’ holds, because it long was re- 
garded as the toughest one to sell. 
Veteran exposition operators claim 
that ballyhooing it as a wild west 
show may help instead of attempting 
to sell it under the present title. 

At the other end of the midway, 
facing the independent subway en- 
trance, is the other expensive head- 
ache, the Hall of Music, officially 
supposed to have cost only $350,000 
but described by concessionaires as 
representing an outlay of more than 
$600,000, including modern accousti- 
cal treatment and air-conditioning. 
H. of M. opened with concert pro- 
grams but the admish scale, higher 
than at the other gates, failed to van 
out successfully. Exposition had a 
revolving fund of around $200,000 
; to carry out this arty operation orig- 
|inally. Pop scale installed for the 
Japanese ballet also failed to produce 
desired results. ‘Hot Mikado,’ until 
lrecently at the Broadhurst, on 
Broadway, is slated to open soon. 

Fair also is supposed to have ad- 
vanced close to $100,000 to establish 
‘Old New York,’ with George Jes- 
sel and other backers putting up the 
remainder. Exposition also has 
aided other concession people with 
loans of $5,000 to $30,000, required to 
tide over and insure early opening. 

One of the largest investments by 
a private concessionaire for a com- 
paratively small show is that of Nor- 
;man Bel Geddes at his Crystal Las- 
|sies mirror-illusion dancing exhibit. 
Total investment is put at $150,000, 
with $48,000 going for elaborate dis- 
play and installation of costly mir- 
rors. Rental for the plot on which 
'the show operates is at the rate of 
,more than $6,000 per year. Build- 
|ing has a steel globe ceiling, and is 
It employs eight 








| young dancérs, two working in two- 


|periods. Operates grind policy at 
|15¢c. tap. Spot is air-conditioned. 

Nils T. Granlund’s two girl shows 
represent an investment of about 
$175,000 and cost approximately 
| $25,000 week to operate, bulk of 
which is represented in salaries for 
_performers and musicians in ‘Con- 
| gress of Beauty.’ This show has a 
staff of about 140, including nearly 
100 stage performers. 

Although only ‘Strange As It 
Seems’ has a comparatively large 
weekly payroll, Dufour & Rogers has 
one of the biggest individual stakes 
| in the midway with its six shows and 
a restaurant. Latest estimate is that 
its investment exceeds $200,000. Big- 
gest show of the six also is ‘Strange 
As It Seems,’ headquarters for the 
entire layout. Besides having an 
|elaborate air-conditioning plant and 
about 15 stages, it has special of- 
fices and a first-aid station. 














90 OHIO FAIRS SET 

Columbus, O., June 13. 
Seventy-six county and 14 inde- 
pendent fairs will be held in the 
state during July, August and Sept- 
ember, John T. Brown, director of 

agriculture, has announced. 
The season starts in Fayette and 

Richland counties July 25. 
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AHEAD! 


DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS 


ee Seeneniee Foe rDaughters'-Priscilla Lane, Ros eee 
tir ad Gade Page~Chevde Ratan s, Jeffrey Lynn Fay Bainter, 
nald Cri Be Mey Robes n, Fra nk MeHugh, Dick Foran 


EACH DAWN | DIE 


(James Cagney, George Raft, Jan 


HELL'S KITCHEN 


(“Dead End” Kids, Ronald Reagan, Margaret Lindsay, 
~ Stanley Fields) 


The LADY ana the KNIGHT 


(Bette Davis, Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Vincent Price, 
Alan Hale, Donald Crisp) 


The ANGELS WASH Their FACES 


(“Dead End” Kids, Ann Sheridan, Ronald Reagan) 


WATERFRONT 


(Gloria Dickson, Dennis Morgan, Marie Wilson) 


NAUGHTY BUT NICE 


(Ann pen alg ag 5 Fy Set Helen Broderick, 


n, George Bancroft) 


Ronald Reagan, Allen Jenkins, Zasu Pitts, Maxie Rosenbloom) 
The SEA HAWK 
FOOTSTEPS i in the DARK 


The DEAD END KIDS 
at MILITARY SCHOOL 


JACK L. WARNER 


In Charge of Production * HAL B, WALLIS txecutive Producer 


WILL 
STAY 


———-a 


AHEAD! 





JUAREZ 


(Paul Muni, Bette Davis, Brian e, John Garfield, 
Don ald Crisp, Gale Sondergaa ond, Giltsert Role nd) 


The OLD MAID 


(Bette Davis, Miriam Hopkins, George Brent) 


ON YOUR TOES 


(Vera Zorina, Eddie Albert, James Gleason, Frank’ McHugh, 
ian Seite, feaax Oho Rodgers an nd Har stage hit) 


INDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY 


(Pat O’Brien, Ann Sheridan, John Payne, Gale Page, 
Frank McHugh) 


DUST BE MY DESTINY 


(John Garfield, Priscilla Lan ry Armetta, Alan Hale, 
Billy Hallop, Bobby Jordan yo “fe nkins, Charley Grapewin) 


CAREER MAN 


(Joel McCrea, Brenda Marshall, Jeffrey Lynn, Frank McHugh) 


The Story of DR. EHRLICH 


(Edward G. Robinson) 


A CHILD IS BORN 


(Geraldin ene Sener aes 
Gladys Geo rge, Johnn » Devt: Gate Peas) 


The WORLD MOVES ON 


(James Cagney. Story by Mark Hellinger) 


ALL THIS, AND HEAVEN, TOO 


(From the best-seller n. Starring Bette hee 
George Brent he ads trad woah $ support) 





Wednesday, June 14, 1939 | 
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